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PREFACE. 



In presenting to the public another book of travels 
in the East, when it is abready overwhelmed with 
little volumes about the palm-trees and camels, and 
reflections on the Pyramids, I am aware that I am 
committing an act which requires some better, 
excuse for so unwarrantable an intrusion on the 
patience of the reader than any that I am able to 
offer. 

The origin of these pages is as follows : — ^I was 
staying by myself in an old country-house belonging 
to my family, but not often inhabited by them, and, 
having nothing to do in the evening, I looked about 
for some occupation to amuse the passing hours. 
In the room where I was sitting there was a large 
book-case full of ancient manuscripts, many of 
which had been collected by myself, in various 
out-of-the-way places, in different parts of the world. 
Taking some of these ponderous volumes from their 
shelves, I turned over their wide vellum leaves, and 
admired the antiquity of one, and the gold and azure 
which gleamed upon the pages of another. The 
sight of these books brought before my mind many 
scenes and recollections of the countries from which 
they came, and I said to myself, I know what I will 
do ; I will write down some account of the most 
curious of these manuscripts, and the places in^ 
which they were found, as well as some of the 
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adventures i;duch I encountered in the pursuit of 
my veneraUe game. 

I sat down accordingly, and in a short time 
accumulated a heap of papers connected more or 
less with the history of the ancient manuscripts ; at 
the desire of some of my friends I selected the 
following pages, and it is with great diffidence thai 
I present tliem to the public. If they have any 
merits whatever, these must c(Hisist in their 
containing descriptions of localities but seldom 
visited in modem times ; <m: if they refer to {^aces 
better known to the general reader, I hope that 
the peculiar circumstances which occurred during 
my stay there, or on my journeys through the 
neighboring countries, may be found sufficiently 
interesting to afford some excuse f(»: my presumption 
in sending them to the press. 

I have no further apology to offer. These slight 
i&etches were written for my own diversion when 1 
bad nothing better to do, and if they afford any 
pleasure to the reader under the same circumstances^ 
they will answer as much purpose as was intended 
in their composition. 
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A MOBB enlarged aooount <tf the Mooaileriee of the 
Levaot wouldy I thinky be interesting for many reaaoos if 
the task was undertaken by some one niuoh more oom* 
potent than m3rself to do justice to so curious a subjecL 
In these monasteries resided the early fathers of the 
Church, and within the precincts of their time-hallowed 
walls were composed those writings which have since been 
looked up to as the rules of Christian life : from thence 
also were promulgated the doctrines of the Heresiarchs^ 
which, in the early ages of the Churchi were the causes 
of 80 much dissension and confusion, rancour and persecu* 
tion, in the disastrous days of the decline and fall of the 
Roman empire. 

The monasteries of the East are besides particularly 
interesting to the lovers of the picturesque, from the 
beautiful situations in which they are almost invariably 
placed. The monastery of Megaspelion, on the coast of 
the Gulf of Corinth, is built in the mouth of an enormous 
cave. The monasteries of Meteora, and some of those oa 
Mount Athos, are remarkable for their positions on the tops 
of inaccessible rocks ; many of the convents in Syria, the 
islands of Cyprus, Candia, the Archipelago, and the 
Prince's Islands in the Sea of Marmora, are unrivalled for 
the beauty of the positions in which they stand ; many 
others in Bulgaria, Asia Minor, Sinope, and other places 
on the shores of the Black Sea, are most curious monu- 
ments of ancient and romantic times. There is one on 
the road to Persia, about one day's journey inland from 
Trebizood, which is built half way up the side of a per- 
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pradkuUr preoipioe ; it is ensoonoed in seyeral Smxum 
of the rock, and yarious little gardens adjoining the 
buildings display the industry of the monks ; these are 
laid out 6b shells of i^rraoei wher^irer the natulre of the 
spot aflbrds a ledge of sufficient width to support the soil ; 
the different parts of the monastery are approached by 
Stairs hnd fligto of steps cut in thd fkce ^ the pfddpicei 
leading fhnn tftA efianny to another t the whole hs« the 
appeturaftee of a ba^rtdli«f stuisk againsl a Wall ; ikiB mo^ 
nasti^ty parUtk^ of the natitf« of a Urge swallow's nest. 
But it is ibt their a^chiteotUfe that the monasteries of the 
Levant are vtiot^ particulaHy deserving of study; for, 
tAet die remains of the private houses of the Romans at 
Pompeii, they ate the most anoient specimens extant of 
domestic architecture. Th^ refectories, kitchens, and the 
aells of the monks exceed in point of antiquity anything 
6t the kind in Btttope^ The monastery of 8t. Katherine 
at Mouttt Sinai has hardly been altered dnce the sixth 
century, and still contains ornaments presented to it by 
^ Emperor Justinian. Hie White Monastery and the 
monaistery at Old Cairo, both in Egypt, are still more 
anciont. The monatitery of Ku2zul Vank, near the sout^ses 
of the Euphrates, is, I believe, as old as the fifth century. 
iTie greater number in all the countries where the Greek 
Iktth prevails, were built before the year lOOa. Most 
monasteries possess crosses, candlesticks, and reliquaries^ 
many 6t splendid worionanship, and Of the era of tho 
fdtmdationof the buildings which contain ih^m, while their 
mbsaibs and trei^oo pdntings display the slate of the arts 
tt&ih the most eariy periods. 

It ha^ struck me as ridmarkable that the architecture 
of thechutches in these most ancient monasteries is hardly 
ever find ; they are Usually small, being calculated f^lf 
tbt the monks, and not for the reception of any other ooli>. 
i{ir^atto. *n» Qfeitk chuirches, ev«n tiioee which are 
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jDDl nmtiftic, mre &r inferior both io abe and i»t0tm^ to 
tb» L#tiD bamlioas of Boine. With the siiigle ei;oeplioii 
of the churpb (now mosque) of St. Sophia, there is w 
Bysantine ohurcb of any magnitude* The ntudent of 
eoolesiastical antiquities need not e;itend his architectural 
researches beyonjf the shoies of Italy ; there is nothing in 
Ihe East so curious as the church of St. Clemeate at Romet 
which contains all the original fittings of the choir. The 
churches of St. Ambit^io at Milaui of Sta. Maria 
Trastevere a| Rome, the first church dedicated to the 
Blessed Virgin ; the church of St. Agoeae near Rone, the 
first in which galleries were built over the side aisles for 
the accommodation of women, who, neither in the Eastern 
nor Western churches, ever mixed with the men for many 
centuries ; all these and several others in Italy afl^rd more 
instruction than those pf the Bast-^-they are Uiger, more 
magnificent, and in ^very respect superior to the ecclesi- 
astical buildings of the Levant* But the poverty c^ the 
Jtiastem church, and its early subjection to Mahometan 
rulers, while it has kept down the size and splendour of 
the churches, has at the same time been the means of 
preserving the monastic establishments in all the rude 
originality of their ancient forms* In ordinary situations 
these buildings are of the same character : they resemble 
^Bmall villages, built mostly without much regard to any 
symmetrical plan, around a church which is constructed in 
the form of a Greek cross ; the roof is covered either with 
one or ^ve domes ; all these buildings are surrounded by 
a high, strong wall^ built as a fortification to protect the 
brotherhood within, not without reason, even in the present 
day* I have been quietly dining in a monastery, when 
shouts have been heard, and shots have been fired against 
the stout bulwarks of the outer walls, which, thanks to 
their protection, had but little effect in delaying the transit 
5«if 4h« QMiipel hatW9i9i my fisi^^ 
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Tided by nature fer its reception. The monks of the Greek 
Church have diminished in number and wealth of late 
years, their monasteries are no longer the schools of 
learning which they used to be ; few can read the Hellenic 
or ancient Greek ; and the following anecdote will suffice 
to show the estimation in which a conventual library has 
not unusually been held. A Russian, or I do not know 
whether he was not a French traveller, in the pursuit, as 
I was, of ancient literary treasures, found himself in a 
great monastery in Bulgaria to the north oi the town of 
Cavalla ; he had heard that the books preserved in this 
remote building were remarkable for their antiquity, and 
for the subjects on which they treated. His dismay and 
disappointment may be imagined when he was assured by 
the agoumenos or superior of the monastery, that it con. 
tained no library whatever, that they had nothing but the 
liturgies and church books, and no palaia pragmata or an- 
tiquities at all. The poor man had bumped upon a pack- 
saddle over villainous roads for many days for no other 
object, and the library of which he was in search had 
vanished as the visions of a dream. The agoumenos 
begged his guest to enter with the monks into the choir, 
where the almost continual church service was going oHi 
and there he saw the double row of long-bearded holy 
fathers, shouting away at the chorus of xopis sXsid'ov, xpicm 
sXsio'ov (pronounced Kyre eleizon, Christe eleizon), which 
occurs almost every minute, tn the ritual of the Greek 
Church. Each of the monks was standing to save his 
bare legs from the damp of the marble floor upon a great 
folio volume, which had been removed from the conventual 
library, and applied to purposes of practical utility in the 
way which I have described. The traveller on examining 
these ponderous tomes found them to be of the greatest 
value ; one was in uncial letters, and others were full of 
ilhiminations of the earliest date ^ all these he was allowed 
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to carrj away in exchange fer some footslooli or 
which he presented in their stead to the old monks ; they 
were comfortably covered with ketcM or felt, and were 
in many respects more convenient to the inhabitants of th« 
monastery than the manuscripts had been, for many of 
their antique bindings were ornamented with bosses and 
nail heads, which inconvenienced the toes of the unsc^ 
phisticated congregation who stood upon then withool 
shoes fer so many hours in the day. I must add that the 
lower halves of the manuscripts were imperfect, from the 
damp of the floor of the church having corroded and eat 
away their vellum leaves, and also that, as the story is not 
my own, I cannot vouch fer the truth of it, though, whether 
it is true or not, it elucidates the present state of the 
literary attainments of the Oriental monks. Ignoranoe 
and superstition walk hand in hand, and the monks of the 
Bastem churches seem to retain in these days all the love 
for the marvellous which distinguished their Western 
brethren in the middle ages. Miraculous pictures abound, 
ks well as holy springs and wells. Relics still perform 
wonderful cures. I will only as an illustration to this 
statement mention one of the standing objects of venenu 
tion which may be witnessed any day in the vicinity of 
the castle of the Seven Towers, outside of the walls of 
Constantinople : there a rich nK>nastery stands in a lovely 
grove of trees, under whose shade numerous parties of 
merry Greeks often pass the day, dividing their time be- 
tween drinking, dancing, and devotion. 

The unfortunate Emperor Constantino Paleologus rode 
out of the city alone to reconnoitre the outposts of the 
Turkish army, which was encamped in the immediate 
vicinity. In passing through a wood he found an old man 
seated by the side of a spring cooking some fish on a grid* 
iron for his dinner ; the emperor dismounted finom lus white 
liorseanfl entered into oonyeraation with the others llie^ld 
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Mft Imkei uf Hi tbe stmoger in silenoe, idien the emp^t 
IMP in^uind whether he he4 heard aoything of the moviN 
neBls of the Turiush foreeer*^< Tee," eaid he, <" they hay« 
tWi momeiH entered the ^ty of Coostantinople." **l 
meidd heliere what yeu eay/' replied the empercur, ** if 
the fieh which you ere hfioiUpg would jump off the gridiron 
into Ae apring." This, to bis amazeipeat, the fish imme- 
dietciy did, and, on hie turning round, the figure of the old 
man had disappeared. The emperor mounted hia home 
and rode towards the gate of Silivria, where he was 
aaennntered by a band of the enemy and slain, after a 
famve reetataace, by the hand of an Arab or a Negro. 

The broiM fi^es still swim about in the water of the 
apring, the sides of whioh have been lined with white 
mafhltt, in whieh are eertaio recesses where they can 
MCire whan they do not wish to receive company. The 
only way of turning the attention of these holy fish to the 
re^peel^bl presenoe of their adorers is accomplished by 
throwing something glittering into the water, such as a 
handful of gold or silver eoin ; gold is the best, copper 
paoduees no eAct ; he that sees one fish is lucky, he that 
sees two or three goes home a happy man ; but the cus- 
torn of throwing ooins into the spring has become, from its 
constant practice, very troublesome to the good monks, 
wte kindly depute one of their community to rake out the 
mon^ MS or seven times a day with a scraper at the end 
of a long pole. The emperor of Russia has sent presents 
to the shrine of BaloukU, so called from the Turkish word 
Batouk, a fish. Some wicked heretics have said that these 
fi^es are eonamon perph ; either they or the monks must 
be mstaken, but of whatever kind they are, they are 
looked upion with reverence 1^ the Greeks, and have been 
oantoually held in the highest honour from the time of the 
ail^ of Gaofitantinople to the present day. 
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UMte tfae ipirilttd jurisiUetkA of tlM PMria^ 
ti&epH but tboae of the ChptM c^Egjpt wM tlM MMmkm 
of %m resemUe them in ahnoBt ererj partiookr^ As ll 
bee nerer be«i the cuatom of the Oriental CIntietts le 
btiry the dead within the precincts of the olunoky they ttOMi 
of tiiem oODtain sepnlchrel oioDyBoenti. The b6d&ee of 
the Byzantine emperors were enclosed in sn^ophegi of 
precious marbks, which were usually deposited in ehepeto 
erected for the purpoee— a custom which has besft Imitalsd 
1^ the sultans o£ Turkey. Of all these magnifioeot sarw 
OGfhmgi and chapels or mausoleums where the lemaina of 
the imperial families were deposited, only ooe remaiaa 
intact ; every one but this has been vidated, deatroyedi or 
carried away ; the ashes of the CsBsars have been seat« 
tered to the winds. This is now known hy tiie naaoe of 
ih& chapel of St. Nazario e Celeo^ at Ravenna : it wai 
built by Galla Placidiay the daughter of Theodosius ; shU 
died at Rome in 440, but her body was removed to RIm 
venna and deposited in a sarcophagus in this diapel ; itt 
tiie same place are two other sarcophagi, one containing 
the remains of Constantius, the second husband of Galla 
Placidia, and the other holding the body of her son Yaleft* 
tinian III. These tombs have never been disturbed, and 
are the only ones which remain intact of the entire line of 
the CsBsars, either of the Eastern or Western empires^ 

The tombstones or monuments of the Aimenians deeelrva 
to be mentioned on account of their singularity* They ava 
usually oUong pieces of marUe lying flat upon the ground j 
on these are sculptured representatbns of the implemonta 
of the trade at which the deceased had worked during hii 
lifetime ; some display the manner in which the Armoiiaii 
met his death. In the Petit Champ des Matta at Peca, I 
counted, I think, five tombstones with bas-relieis of mto 
whose heads had been cut off. In Armenia the traveUer 
is ofiea sfcartled by the appeax«eoe of a 
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figore of a ram, fitf away from any present habitatioiii 
this is the^omb of some ancient possessor of flocks and heida 
whose house and village have disappeared, and nothing 
hut his tomb remains to mark the site which once waa 
the abode of men. 

The Armenian monasteries, with the exception of that 
of Etchmiazin and one or two others, are much smaller 
buildings than those of the Greeks ; they are constructed 
after the same model, however, being surrounded with a 
high blank wall. Their churches are seldom surmounted 
by a dome, but are usually in the form of a small bam, 
with a high pitched roof, built like the walls of large 
squared stones. At one end of the church is a small door, 
and at the other end a semicircular apsis ; the windows 
are small apertures like loopholes. These buildings, 
though of very small size, have an imposing appearance 
firom their air of massive strength. The cells of the Arme- 
nian monks look into the courtyard, which is a remarkable 
fact in that country, where the rest of the inhabitants dwell 
in burrows underground like rabbits, and keep themselves 
alive during the long winters of their rigorous climate by 
the warmth proceeding from the cattle with whom they 
live, for fire is dear in a land too cold for trees to grow. 
The monasteries of the various sects of Christians who 
inhabit the mountains of Koordistaun are very numerous, 
and all more o^ less alike. Perched on the tops of crags, 
in these wild regions are to be seen the monastic fastnesses 
of the Chaldeims, who of late have been known by the 
name of Nestorians, the seat of whose patriarchate is at 
Julamerk. They have now been almost exterminated by 
Beder Khan Bey, a Koordish chief, in revenge for the cattle 
which they were alleged to have stolen from the Koordish 
villages in their vicinity. The Jacobites, the Sabeeans, 
and the Christians of St. John, who inhabit the banks of 
the Euphrates in the districts of the ancient Susiana, all 
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have fortified monasteries which are mostly of great aiiti« 
quity. From Mount Ararat to Bagdat^ the difierent sects 
of Christians still retain the faith of the Redeemer, whom 
they have worshipped according to their various forms, 
some of them for more than fifteen hundred years ; the 
plague, the famine, and the sword have passed over them 
and left them still unscathed, and there is litde doubt but 
that they will maintain the position which they have held 
so long till the now not far distant period arrives when the 
conquered empire of the Greeks will again be brought 
under the dominion of a Christian emperor. 
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EGYPT IN 1888, 



CHAPTER I. 

Nayarino— The Wrecks of the Turkish and Egyptian Heeti-^ 
Alezandita— An Arab Pilot— Intense Heat— Scene from the 
Hotel Windows — The Water-Carriers — A Procession— A Bridal 
Party — ^Violent mode of clearing the Road — Submissive Beha- 
riour of the People— Astonishing Number of Donkey»— Bedovn 
Arabs; their wild and savage appearance — Early Houn — ^Visit 
to the Pasha's Prime Minister, Boghos Bey ; hospitable reception 
— ^Kawasses and Chaoushes; their functions and powers-^Tlie 
Taarakji8*~The Minister's Audience Chamber — Watmaf ; aaet- 
dote of his saving the life of Boghot Bey. 

It was towards the «fid of July, 1883, tkat I took a 
passage from Malta to Alexandria in a ia»rofaaat- 
ressel called the F^rttma ; for in those days there were 
no steam-packets traversing every sea, with almoat 
the same rapidity and accuracy as railway earriagaB 
on shore. We touched on our way at Navarino to tM 
some potatoes to the splendidly-dressed, and hal^starvei 
population of the Morea, numbers of whom we imtti 
lounging about in a temporary wooden iazaai^ where 
there was nothing to sell. In various parts of the 
harbour die wrecks of the Turkish and Egyptian ships ef 
war, stripped of their outward coverings, and k^ktBg 
VkB the gigantic skeletons of antediluvian aiti«da, 
^ve awful evidence of the destruction wittch bm 

1 
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place not very long before in the battle b^ween the 
Christian and Mahomedan fleets in this calniy land- 
locked harbour. 

On the dlst we found oursdres approaching the 
castle of Alexandria, and were soon hailed by some 
people in a curious-looking pilot-boat with a lateen 
sail. The pilot was an old man with a turban and a 
Icmg grey beard, and sat cross-legged in the stem of 
his boat. We looked at him with vast interest, as the 
first live specimen we had seen of an Arab sailor. He 
was just the sort of man that I imagine Sindbad the 
Sailor must have been. 

Having by his directions been steered safely into the 
harbour, we cast anchor not far from the shore, a naked, 
dusty plain, which the bla^iig sun seemed to dare any 
one to cross, on pain of being shrivelled up immediately. 
The intensity of the heat was tremendous : the tar melted 
in the seams of the deck : we could scarcely bear it even 
wfami we were under the awning. Malta was hot 
enough, but the temperature there was cool in coqi- 
parison to the fiery fiimace in which we were at present 
grilling. However, there was no help for it ; so having 
got our luggage on shore, we sweltered through the 
streets to an inn called the Tre Anchore — the only hotel 
in Africa, I believe^ in those days. It was a dismal 
little place, frequented by the captains of merchant- 
vessels, who, not being hot enough already, raised the 
temperature of their blood by drinking brandy-and- water, 
arrack, and other combustibles^ in a dark, oven-like 
xoom below stairs. 
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We look poMessioQ of all the nonM up fltaira, of whidi 
tiie prmcipal one was long and nanow, with two windows 
at the end, opening on to a covered baloony or verandah : 
this overlooked the principal street and the bazaar. Here 
my companion and I soon stationed ourselves and watched 
the novel and curious scene below ; and strange indeed 
to the eye ci an European, when fiur the first time he 
'Alters an Oriental city, is all he sees aiound him. The 
picturesque dresses, the buildings, the palm-trees, the 
camels, the pec^ of various nations, with their long 
beards, their arms, and turbans, all unite to form a 
picture which is indelibly fixed in the memory. 
Things which have since become perfectly fiuntliar 
to us Were then utterly inconqurehensible, and we had no 
:oDe to explain them to us, fi>r the one waiter (tf the 
poor inn, who was darting about in his riiirt-sleeves after 
die manner of all waiters, never extended his answers to 
-our questicMis beyond " Si, Signote,'! so we got but little 
information from him ; however, we did not make use of 
our eyes the less for that. 

Among the first things we noticed, was the nnmber of 
faalf-naked men who went running about» each with 
something like a dead pig under his arm, shouting out 
^Mother! mother!"'*' with a doleful voice. These 
were the sakis or water-carriers, with their goat-skins of 
the precious element, a bright brass cupfull of which they 
sell for a small coin to the thirsty passengers. An old 
man with a fon in his hand made of a palm-branch, who 
Was crumpled up in the comer of a sort of booth amoi^ 
• Hoyab-^ws^," 
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a heap of dried figs, raiant, and datee, just q>po8ite our 
window, was an ol^ect of muoh speoulatkn to us how 
he got in, and iiow he would ever maaage to get out of 
the niohe into whioh he was ao closely wedged. He 
was the merchant, as the Arabian Nights woidd call him, 
or the ahopkeeper as we dM»dd say, who sat there 
cross-legged among his wares waiting patiently for a 
customer, and keeping off the ffies in the meanwhile, as 
in due time we discovered that all merchants did in all 
countries of the Elast. Soon there came slowly by, a 
long procession of aoen en horseback, with golden 
bridles and velvet trappings, and women muffled up in 
black silk wrappers ; how they could bear diem, hot as it 
was, astonidied os. Ttese iacSes sat upon a pile of 
cushions placed so high above the backs of the donkeys 
on which they rods that their feet rested on the animal's 
Moulders. Eaoh donkey was led by one man, while 
another walked by its side with his hand upon the crop- 
per. With the ladies were two little bo3ni oovered with 
diamonds, mounted on huge fat horses, and ensconced in 
high-backed Mameluke saddles made of silver gilt. 
Hiese ht^s, we afterwards fimad out, were being coo- 
ductsd ia state to a hodise of tiieir rdadons, where 
the rite of circumcision was to be perfernted. Our 
Sltentkm was next called to something like a fbur-post 
bed, with pink gauae ourtainS) which advanced with 
dignified iriowness, preceded by a band of musioians, who 
raised a dire and fearful discord by the aid (^ various 
windy engines. Tiiis was a oanq>y, the feur poles of 
which were supported by men, who held it over the heads 
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of a bride and her two bridesmaids or friends, who walked 
on eacb side of her. The bride was not veiled in 
the usual way, as her friends were, but muffled up im 
Cashmere shawls from head lo fix>t. Something there 
WBS on the top of her head which gleamed like gold 
or jewels, but the rest of her person was so eflfoot- 
ually wrapped up and concealed that no one oould 
tell whether she was pretty or ugly, fat or thin, old or 
young; and although we gave her credit for all the 
charms which should adorn a bride, we rej<Mced when 
the villanous band of music which accompanied her 
turned lound a corner and went out of hearing. 

Some miserable-locking black slaves caught our att^i-. 
ti<xi, clothed each in a piece of Isabel-coloured canvas and 
led by a well-dressed man, who had probably just bou|^ 
them. Then a great personage came by on horseback 
with a number of mounted attendants and some men ott 
foot, who deared the way before him, and struck every- 
body on the head with their sticks who did not get out of 
the way fast enough. These blows were dealt all round 
in the most unceremonioos manner ; but what appeared 
to us extraordinary was, that all these beaten peofde did 
not seem to care for being beat Thej looked neither 
angry nor affronted, but only grinned and rubbed their 
siuHilders, and moved on one side to let the train of the 
great man pass by. Now if this were done in London, 
what a ferment would it create ! what speeches would be 
made about tyranny and oppression ! what a capital thing 
some lagh-minded and independent patriot would make 
of kl how be would call a meeting to defond tht^ figfal* 
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of the subject ! and how he would get his admirers to rote 
him a piece of plate for his noble and glorious exertions ! 
fiere nobody minded the thing ; they took no heed of the 
indignity ; and I verily believe my friend and I, who 
were safe up at the window, were the only persons in the 
place who felt any annoyance. 

The prodigious multitude of donkeys formed another 
strange feature in the scene. There were hundreds of 
them, carrying all sorts of things in panniers ; and some 
of the smallest were ridden by men so tall that they were 
obliged to hold up their legs that their feet might not touch 
the ground. Donkeys, in short, are the carts of Egypt 
and the hackney-coaches of Alexandria. 

In addition to the donkeys long strings of ungainly- 
looking camels were continually passing, generally pre- 
ceded by a donkey, and accompanied by swarthy men 
clad in a short shirt with a red and yellow handkerchief 
tied in a peculiar way over their heads, and wearing 
sandals ; these savage-looking people were Bedouins, or 
Arabs of the desert. A very truculent set they seemed 
to be, and all of them were armed with a long crooked 
knife and a pistol or two stuck in a red leathern girdle. 
They were thin, gaunt, and dirty, and strode along looking 
fierce and independent. There was something very strik. 
ing in the appearance of these untamed Arabs : I had never 
pictured to myself that anything so like a wild beast could 
exist in human form. The motions of their half-naked 
bodies were singularly free and light, and they looked as 
if they could climb, and run, and leap over anything. 
The appearance of many of the older Arabsi with their 
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long white beard and tbeir anple oloak of oamel's hair, 
oalled an abba, is majestic and venerable. It was the 
first time that I had seen these ^(%ildren of the Desert,'^ 
and the quickness of their eyes, their apparont freedoM 
from all restraint, and their disregard of any conTentional 
manners, struck me forcibly. An English gentleman in 
a round hat and a tight neck-handkerchief and boots, with 
whj^ gloves and a little cane in his hand, was a style of 
man so utterly and entirely unlike a Bedouin Arab that I 
could hardly conceive the possibility of their being only 
d^ierent species of the same animal. 

After we had dined, being tired with the heat and the 
txoublewe had had in getting our luggage out of the ship, I 
resolved to retire to bed at an early hour, and on going to the 
window to have another look at the crowd, I was surprised 
to find that there was scarcely anybody left in the streets, 
for these primitive people all go to bed when it gets dark, 
as the birds do ; and except a few persons walking home 
with paper lanterns in their hands, the place seemed 
almost mitirely deserted. 

The next morning, mounted on donkeys, we shambled 
across half the city to the residence of Boghos Bey, the 
Armenian prime minister of Mohammed Ali Pasha ; we 
were received with great kindness and civility, and as at 
this time there had been but very few Bun^an travellers 
in Egypt, we were treated with distinguished hospitality. 
The Bey said that although the Pasha was then in Upper 
Egypt, he would take care that we i^uld have every 
fiicility in seeing all the objects of interest, and that her 
would write to Habeeb B&ndi, the Governor of Cairoy to 
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aofnaant him of our wnhnX^ and direot him to tot tw hvf 
IIm life of the Paaha's hones, tbat iuiwasses shoi^ attead 
ua^ and that tJie Pasha would give us a fimmii, whioft 
vookl emaie our being weB tnaled throughout the whde 
of lua doonnions. 

As a kawasa is a person mmtioned hy all Orleirtal 
travellers^ it may be as well to state that he is a sort of 
armed senraat or body-guard bek»igiiig to the goigpn»< 
nent ; he bears as his badge of office a thic^ cane aboul 
four feet long, with a large stiver head^ with whifib 
instrument he occasionally ^albrees his eommands a»l 
supports his au^rity as well a* his person. Ambaisa- 
dors, consuls, and occasionally travellers, are attended by 
kawasies. Their presenee shows thai the persoB tb^ 
aeoompany k protected by the State, and their mnnher 
indicates his dignity and rank. Pcmoerly these kawassea 
^ere i^lendidly attired in embroidered dresses, and thetr 
arms and the accoutrements of their horses were of sUver 
gik: the afldbassadcx' at Constantinople ha% I think, six of 
these attendants. Of late years their picturesque rnitiMMn 
has been ohai^ped to a uniform frook-ooat of Buropean 
make, c^a whity-lMrown colour. 

There is a lusher grade of c^icer of the i 
tion, who is only to be met with at 
Court, and whose functbns are nearly 
the same as those of a chamberlain with 
us. He is called a chaoush. His 
official staff is surmounted by a silver 
head, formed like a Greek iHshop's 
itef^ ftom the two honia cf whioh sami^ 
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The ohaoush is a personage of great authod^ in 
tl^igs; lie k a kind c^ liTiiig finMn» btAam wbom m f wy 
oammokm way. As I was desirova of seang tka shfina 
of the heads of Hassan and Hosoaln in the nMaq«a of 
Hassan En, a place of peculiar sanotity aiCatrov inta 
which no Christian had bean admitted, the Pashs sent a. 
chftsnsh with me, who conoealed the head <^ his staff in 
hia olothe^ to be ready, in case it had been disooreiad 
that I was not a Mahmnedan, to protect me ham tha 
fiuy of tha devotees, who would pvsbaUy have tarn ta 
pteoes any unbeliever who intruded into the temple of Iha 
sonaof Ali« 

Besides these two officers, the chaoosh and hsiwisS) 
these is another att^idant upon public meoy who is af 
in^Nrior rank, and is called a yassakji, or forindder; he 
looks like a dirty kawass, and has a stick, but watiiottt the 
silver knob. He b generally empl<^ed to cany mea* 
sages, and push pe(^le out of the way, to make a passage 
for you through a crowd ; but this kind of functionary is 
more fireqoently seen at Ck^Btantinople and tha northam 
parts of TuiHkey than in Bgypt« 

We found Bqghos Bey in a large upper room, seated on 
a divan with two or three perscms to whom he was speak** 
ing, while the lower end €i the room was occupied by a 
crowd of chaoushes, kawasses, and hai^ers-on of all 
descriptions. We were served with cofi^ pipas, and 
sherb^ imd were entertained during the pausea of the 
oonTersation by the ticking and chiming of half a dooen 
cfedu which stood about the room, some on the te»v 
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•one on the side-tables, and some stuck on brackets^ 
i^^ainst the wall. 

/ One of the persons seated near the prime minister was 
a diiewd*lookmg man with one eye, of whom I was 
afterwanb told the following anecdote. His name was 
Walmas ; he had be^d an Armenian merchant, and was 
an old acquaintance of Mohammed Ali and of Boghos^ 
before they had either of them risen to their present 
impoftance. Soon after the massacre of the Mamelukes, 
Mohammed Ali desired Boghos to procure him a large 
sum of money by a certain day, which Bc^hos declared 
was impossible at so short a notice. The Pasha, axkgry 
at being thwarted, swore that if he had not the money 
by the day he had named, he would have Bc^hos drown- 
ed in the Nile. The affrighted minister made every 
eSoTt to collect the requisite sum, but when the day 
arrived much was wanting to complete it. Boghos stood 
before the Pasha, who immediately exclaimed, " Well ! 
where is the money V " Sir," replied Boghos, " I have 
not be^d able to get it all [ I have procured all this, bi^ 
though I strained every nerve, aod took every measure 
in my power, it was impossible to obtain the remainder.** 
** What," exclaimed the Pash€^ *^ you dc^, have you not 
obeyed my ccHnmands ? What is the use of a minister 
who cannot produce all the money wanted by his sove- 
reign, at however short a notice ? Here, put this unbe* 
liever in a sack, and fling him into the Nile." This 
scene occurred in the citadel at Cairo ; and an officer and 
some men immediately put him into a sack, threw it 
aoioss a donkey, and piooeeded to the Nile. As thej 



Digitized by 



Google 



<%ftp. L AMmmofn or bmhm nr. 11 

were paflsing through the otty, ^y were met hy Wek 
nmsi who was attended by several senrants, and who^ 
seeing sometlufig moriiig in the sadc whidli was laid 
across the donkey, asked tiie guards what they had §ot 
diere. *'Ohl" saod the officer, <«we have got Boghos, 
the Armenian, and we are going to throw him into the 
Nile, by his Highness the Pasha's order." << What has 
he done ?" asked Walmas. « What do we know V* 
replied the officer ; ** something about money, I belioTe : 
no great thing, but his Highness has been in a bad 
humour lately. He will be sorry for it afterwaxds. 
However, we have our orders, and, therefore, please God, 
we are going to pitch him into the Nile." Walmas 
determined to rescue his old friend, and, assisted by his 
servants, inmiediately attacked the guard, who made little 
more than a show of resistance. Boghos was carried off, 
and concealed in a safe place, and the guards returned to 
the citadel and reported that they had pitched Bo§^ios into 
die Nile, where he had sunk, as all should do who dis- 
obeyed the commands of his Highness. Some time after- 
wards, the Pasha, overcome by financial difficulties, was 
heard to say that he wished Boghos was still alive. 
Walmas, who was present, after some preliminary con- 
versation (for the ground was rather dangerous), said that 
if his own pardon was insured, he could mention some- 
thing respecting Boghos which he was sure would be 
agreeable to his Highness : and at last he owned that he 
had rescued him from the guards and had kept him con- 
cealed in his house in hopes of being allowed to restore so 
valuaUe a servant to his master. The Pasha was de* 
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HJI^ited' at the news, instantly reinstated Boghos in all hto 
ftmser honoon, and Walmas himself stood higher tibaa 
Hmt in his ftitour; but the gtiards were executed for 
Mobe^aoe. Bver since that time B(^hos Bey has con- 
Hftiied Id be the principal minister and most confidential 
adhrisM of Mdiammed All Pasha. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Ckti9* ^ BAKifiiTT OP TBK v^kmmam* It 



CHAPTER U. 

Rapacity of the DragoinaD»— The Mahmoudieh Canal— The I9Ue 
at Atfeh— The maddj Wtten of the Nile^RkhMOT ef Ibe Sod 
— ^Accident t» the Boatmen — Night Sailing— A CoUinon— A 
Vessel run down— Escape of the Crew — Solemn Inveetigation— 
Final Judgment— Curious Mode of Fishing— Tamenese of the 
Bird»— Jewish Maleftctors— Moving Pillar of Sand— AniTil al 
Cairo — ^Hospitable Reception by the Consul-Oeneral. 

So hog as there weie no hotels in £gypt» the pw eee i ef 
fleecii^ the tmwary traveller waa eoodueted aa dlfieeaal 
principles fiom those Ibllowed in Europe. Aa be addom 
mklerBtasds the language^ he requiree an interpreter <»r 
dragomaDy whc^ as a matter of eourse^ maoagee all hSm 
pecuniary a£yrs. The newly.4urrived Bueopean eats 
and drinks whatever his dragoman chooses to give Urn ^ 
sees throc^ his dragoman's eyes ; hears through hisears ; 
and, although he thinks himself master, is, in iiust, <»ly a 
pi^ of the property of this Eastern servant, to be used by 
him as he thinks fit, and turned to the best aocNiunt like 
any other real or personal estate. 

On our lan(&!ig at Alexandria, my friend and I found 
curselves in the same predioament as our predecessoiSy 
and straightway fell into the hands of these Philistines, 
two oi whom we Mrad as interpreters. They were alao 
to aet as cioeconi, and were warranted to know all about 
the antiquities^ and everjrthing else in Egypt ; they were 
to buy everything we wanted, to spend our money, and to 
allow no one to cheat us except themselves. One of 
these wot^es was sent to engage a boat, to carry us 
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oown the Mahmoudieh Canal to Atfeh, where the canal 
is separated from the river by flood-gates, in consequence 
of which impediment we could not proceed in the same 
boat, but had to hire a larger one to take us on to Cairo. 

The banks of the canal being hi|^, we had no view of 
the country as we passed along ; but on various occasions 
when I ascended to the top of the bank, while the men 
who towed the boat rested from their labours, I saw no- 
thing but great aandy flats interspersed with large pools 
ef fftagnant, muddy water. This prospect not being very 
cbarming, we were glad to arrive the next day on the 
thoreB of the Father of Rivers, whose swollen stream, 
akhough at Atfeh not nuso'e than half a mile in width, 
roiled by towards , the north in eddies and whirlpoc^ of. 
flRKx>th m^dy water, in colour closely resembling a sea 
of HHitton broth. 

' In my enthusiasm on arriving on the margin of thi» 
venerable river, I knelt down to drink some of it, and wa& 
disappointed in finding it by no means so good as I had 
always been told it was. On complaining of its muddy, 
taste, I found that no one drank the water of the Nile till 
it had stood a day or two in a large earthen jar, the inside 
of which is rubbed with a paste of bitter almonds. Th» 
causes all impurities to be precipitated, and the water, thoa 
treated, becomes the li^test, dearest, and most excellent 
in the work). At Atfeh, after a prodigious uproar betweea 
the men of our two boats, each set claiming to be paid for 
transpcMting the luggage, we set sail upon the Nile, and 
after proceeding a short distance, we stopped at a village, 
<Hr small town, to buy aome fruit. Here the surrounding 



Digitized by 



Google 



Cliai^H. Accnmnt 'BO mm munam. 

codnttjTy a ikt allaTial pUdn, waa ridilj 
Water-melon^ oorn, and all maaner of groan herha Aon^ 
riafaed Iturariandy ; eTer3rthing loolwd doUghtfiilljr fiwk 
and green; flocka of pigeona were ftpng about; and 
multhfidea of white qxxmbiHa and other atrange hiida 
were stalking among the herbage^ and riaing aioiuid ua 
in erery direction. The fertility of the land appeand 
prodigious, and exceeded an3rthing I had aaen befiiiia. 
Numberless boats were passing on the riTer, and tka 
general aspect of the scene betokened the wealth and 
plenty which would reward the toils of the agrioultWRial 
under any settled form of goremment. We l e t uf ne d to 
our boat loaded with fruit, among which were the Bgyp 
tian fig, the prickly pear, dates, Iknea, and malona of kimii 
that were new to us. 

Whilst we were discussing the merits of these rafinahing 
productions, a board, which had been fitfCened on the out- 
side of the vessel for four or five men to stand on, aa they 
pushed the boat with poles through the shallow waler, andU 
denly gave way, and the men fell into the riTer : they 
could, howerer, all swim like water-rats, and were aooo 
on board again ; when, putting out kito the middle of the 
stream, we set two huge triuigular li^een sails on our low 
masts, which raked forwards instead of badcwarda, and 
by the help of the wind made our way slowly towarda the 
ijouth. We slept in a small cabin in the stem of the 
vessel ; this had a flat top, and formed the reating-fdaoe 
of the steersman, the captain of the ship, and our aerrants^ 
who all lay down together on some carpets ; the sailwi 
dept on Uie deck. WesaSedoosleadily allnif^; thaslaia 
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vMom wottdeifidty bright ; and I looked out upon tb» 
broad ri?er and the flat fldlent shoiM, dif^nified here and 
tkere by a blaek-lookkig viUage of mud hnl% aunouoded 
by a gnrre of palm% whence the distant bayiog oi the 
^ogB^ was brought down upon the wind. Sometimea theie 
was the ory of a wihl bird, but soon again the only sound 
was the gentle rij^le of the water, against the aides of our 
boat. If Uie steersman was not asleep, erery one eAae 
was ; but still we glided on, and nothing occurred to dis- 
turb our repose^ till the Uazing light of the morning sun 
iMalled ua to activity, and all the bustling preparations 
for break&st. 

We had sailed on for some time after this important 
evoot, and I was quktly reading in the shade of the cabin, 
when I was thrown backwards by the sudden stopping of 
the Teasel, which struck against something with prodigious 
force, and screams of distress arose from the water all 
around us. On rushing upon deck I found that we had 
ma down another boat, which had sunk so instantly that 
nothing was to be seen of it except the tc^ of the mast, 
whose red flag was fluttering just above water, and to 
which two women were clinging. A few yards astern 
seven or eight moi were swimming towards the ^re, and 
our steer^nan having in his alarm left the rudder to its 
own devices, our great sails were swinging and flapping 
over our heads. There was a cry that our bows were 
stove in, and we were sinking ; but, fortunately, before 
^is could happen, the stream had carried us ashore, where 
we stuck in the mud on a shoal under a high bank, up 
which we all aooii scian^ed, glad to be on terra firma« 
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T\m covMry people oame running down ta ntinQr Ihelf 
curiotttyy and we |mx»ired a smtU boat, wliioh imn»* 
dktdly rowed off to rescue the women who were atiU oling* 
ing to the mast-head <^ the eunken Teeeel, which was one 
of the kind calkd a t^erm, and was laden with thirty tons 
of com, besides other goods. No ooe^ loekily, was 
drowned, though the k)68 was a serioin one to the owners, 
for there was no chance of recovering ekher the vessel or 
the cai^. Whilst we were looking, the red flag to which 
the women had been clinging toppled over sidewajs^ which 
completed ^ endre disappearance of the un^Mtonato 
djerm. 

Our reis, or captain, now returned to the loof of 
the cabin, where he sat down upon a mat, and lighting 
his pipe, smoked away steadily without saying a word, 
while the wet and dripping saibrs, as well as the ladies 
belonging to the shipwrecked vessel, sunounded him, 
screaming, vociferating, and shouting all manner of in- 
vectives into his ears ; in which emfdoyment ^y were 
e£^tively joined by a number of half-naked Arabs who 
had been cultivating the fields hard by. To all thia 
they got no answer, beyond an occasional ejaculation 
of ''God is great, and Mohammed is the prc^het of 
God." His pipe was out before the clamour of the 
crowd had abated, and then, all of a sudd^i, he got 
up and with two or three others embarked in the little 
boat for a i»igfabouring village, to report the accident 
to the sheick, who, we were told, would return with 
him and mquire into die ciroumstaaoes of the case. 

In about three hours the boi^ vrtumed wiA the 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



18 ORIOniAL MBTflOS OP FltHING. Cliapu II. 

looal authorities, two old villagers, ia long blue shirts 
and dirty turbans, who took their seat upon a mat on 
the bank and smoked away in a serious manner for 
some time. Our ci^ptain made no more reply to the 
fresh aocusations of the reassembled multitude than 
he had done before ; but lit another pipe, and asserted 
that God was great. At last the two elders made 
signs that they intended to speak; and silence being 
obtained, they, with all due solemnity, declared that 
they agreed with the captain that God was great, and 
that undoubtedly Mohammed was the prophet of God. 
All parties having come to this conclusion, it appeared 
that there was nothing more to be said, and we re- 
turned to our boat, which the sailors, with the help of 
^ rough carpenter, had patched up sufficiently to allow 
us to sail for a village on the other side of the river. 

During the time that we were remaining on the 
bank I was amused by watching the manosuvres of 
some boys, who succeeded in catching a quantity of 
small fish in a very original way. They rolled together 
a great quantity of tangled weeds and long grass, with 
one end of which they swam out into the Nile, and 
bringing it back towards the shore, numerous unsus- 
pecting fish were entangled in the mass of weeds, and 
were picked out and thrown on the bank by the young 
fishermen before they had time to get out of the scrape. 
In this way the boys secured a very respectable heap 
of small fry. 

We arrived safely at the village, where we stayed 
Ae ni^t; bat the next nKiming it appeared that the 
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bows of our Teasel were so mueh damaged dut wbB 
could not be repaired under a delay of aome days. 
Indeed, it appeared tbat we had been fortunate ia 
accomplishing our passage across the rirery fer if wia 
had foundered midway, not being able to swim like 
the amphibious Eg3rptiaas, we should probably hava 
been drowned. It was, however, a r^ef to me to 
think that there were no crocodiles in this part of the 
Nile. 

The birds at thb place appeared to be remarkably 
tame; some gulls, or waterlbwl, hardly troubled them- 
selves to move out of the way when a boat pawed 
them; wlnle those in the fields went on searofaiag 
among the crops fbr insects close to the labouren, aad 
without any of the alarm shown by birds in Eog^aad. 

While we were dawdling about in the neighbour- 
hood of the village, one of the servants, an c^d Maltese, 
discovered a boat with ten or twelve oars, l3ring in 
the vicinity. It belonged to the government, and was 
conveying two malefactors to Cairo under the guar- 
dianship of a kawass, who on learning our muhap 
gave us a passage in his boat, and to our great joy we 
lud adieu to our silen( captam, and were soon rowing 
at a great rate, in a fine new canjah, on the way to 
Cairo. The two prisoners cm board were Jews : one 
was taken up for cheating, and the other for using 
false weights. They were fastened together by the 
neck, with a chain about five feet long. One of the 
two was very restless ; they said he had a good dianoe 
af braig faai^;ed ; and lie was always putting the odber 
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mtlbrttmate Hebrew aboat with him by the chain, in a 
raanner which excited the mirth of the soldiers, though 
it must have heeati anything but amusing to the person 
most concerned. 

The next day there was a hot wind, and the ther- 
monieter stood at 98^ in the shade. The kawass called 
our attention to a pillar of sand moving through the 
air ia the desert to the south-east; it had an extra- 
ordinary appearance, and its effect upon a party tra- 
vdlii^ over those burning plains would have been terrific. 
It was evidently caused by a whirlwind, and men and 
camels are sometimes suffx^ated and overwhelmed 
when they are met by these columns of dry, heated 
sa&d, which stalk through the desert like the evil ^enii 
of the storm. I have seen them in other countries, more 
particularly in Armenia ; but this, which I saw on my 
first journey up the Nile, was the only moving pillar 
which I met with in Egypt or in any of the surrounding 
deserts. We passed two men fishing from a small 
triangular rail, composed of palm-branches fastened on 
the tops of a number of earthen vases^ This xaft had 
a r^narkably light appearance; k seemed only just 
to touch the surftu^e of ^ water, but was evidently 
badly calculated for such rude encounters as the one 
which we had lately experienced. Soon afterwards the 
tops of the great Pyramids of Giseh caught our admiring 
gaze, and in the morning of the 12th of August we 
landed at Boulac, from which a ride of half an hour 
oa donkeys brought our party to the hoq)itable mansion 
ai iie Cansul-Oaieraly who was good enough to fecelve 
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US in his house imtil we ooold procure quarteis Sot 
ourselves. 

Having arriyed at Cairo, a short account of the bislorf 
of the city may he interest!]^ to some readers. In the 
sixth and seventh c^ituries of our era this part of BgjrpC 
was inhabited principally by Coptic Christians^ whose 
chief occupation coussted in quarrelling aaoong themselves 
on pcd^aaical pcMnts of divinity and ascetic rule. Tbp de- 
serts of Nitria and the shores of the Red 3ea were pe(^)led 
with swarms of monks, some living together in monaste- 
ries, some in lavras, or monastic villages, and multitute 
hiding their sanctity in dens and caves, where they passed 
their lives in abstract meditation. In the year 638 the 
Arabian general Amer ebn d As, with &ur hundred 
Arabs (see Wilkinson), advanced to the confines c^Egyptp 
and ader thirty days' mege took possession of PelusniBiy 
whidi had been the barrier of the country on the Syrian 
side from the earliest periods of the Egyptian monarchy : 
he advanced without opposition to the city of Babylon, 
which occupied the site of Masr el Ateekeh, or Old Cairo, 
im the Nile ; but the Roman station, which is now a Coptic 
monastery, containing a chamber said to have been ocd^ 
pied by the blessed Virgin, was so strong a fortress that 
the invaders were unable to effect an entrance in a siege 
of seven ro<mths. Alter this a reinforcement of four hun- 
dred men arriving at their camp, their courage revived, 
and the castle of Babylon was taken by escalade. On the 
site of the Arabian encampment at Fostat, Amer founded 
the first mosque built on Egyptian s(h1. The town of 
Babylon was connected with the island of Eboda by « 
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bridge of boats, by whioh a coinmunicatioD was kept up 
with the oity of Memphis, on the other side of the Nile* 
The Copts, whose religions fanaticism occasioned them to 
hate their masters, the Crreeks of the Eastern Empire, 
more than the Mahomedans, welcomed the moment whiok 
promised to free them from their religious adversaries; 
and the traitor John Mecaukes, goremor of Memphis, per. 
suaded them to conclude a treaty with the invaders, by 
which it was stipulated that two dinars of gdd should be 
paid for every Christian above sixteen years of age, with 
tbe exception of old men, women, and nxmks. From this 
time Fostat became the Arabian capital of Egypt. In the 
year 879 Sultan Tayloon, or Tooloon, built himself a 
palace, to which he added several residences or barracks 
ibr his guards, and the great mosque, which still exists, 
with pdnted arches, between Fostat and the present citadel 
of Cairo. It was not, however, till the year 969 that 
G(^r, the general of El Moez, Sultan of Kairoan, near 
Tunis, having invaded Egypt, and completely subdued the 
country, founded a new city near the citadel of Qattaeea, 
which acquired the name of El Kahira from the following 
circumstance. The architect having made his arrange- 
ments for laying the first stone of the new wall, waited 
for the fortunate moment, which was to be shown by the 
astrologers pulling a cord, extending to a considerable dis* 
tance fh>m the spot. A certain crow, however, who had 
not been taken into the council of the wise men, perched 
upon the cord, which was shaken by his weight, and the 
architect supposing that the appointed signal had beeft 
given, commenced his work accordingly. Prom this un* 
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lucky omen, and the vexatibn felt by those ooooemedy the 
^ithet of Kahira (<< the yexatious " or *< unluoky ") was 
added to the name of the city, Masr el ECahira meaning 
"the unlucky (city of ) Egy^** Kahira in the Italian 
ponunoiation has been softened into Cairo, by which name 
this famous city has been known for many centuries in 
£urq)e, though in the East it is usually called Masr only. 
From this time the Fatemite oali|^ of Africa, who broo^ 
the bones of their ancestors with them from Kairoan, 
reigned for ten generations over the land of Egypt* The 
third in this succession was the Caliph Hakem, who built 
a mosque near the Bab el Nassr, and who was the founder 
of the sect of the Druses, and, as some say, of the Assas* 
sins* In the year 1171 the famous Saladin usurped the 
throne from the last of the race of Fatema. His desoeiid- 
ant, Moosa el Ashref, was deposed in his turn, in 1250 ; 
Afom which time till the year 1548 Cairo was govenied 
by the curious succession of Mameluke kings, who were 
mostly Circassian slaves brought up at the court of their 
predecessors, and arriving at the supreme rule of Eg3rpt 
by election or intrigue. Toman Bey, the last of the Ma- 
meluke kings, was defeated by Selim, Emperor of the 
Turks, and hanged at Cairo, at the Bab Zooaley. Btrt 
tiie aristocracy of the Mamelukes, as it may be called, still 
remained ; and various beys became governors of Egypt 
under the Turkish sway, till they were all destroyed at 
one blow by Mohammed Ali Pasha, the now all but inde* 
pendent sovereign of Egypt. 
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CHAPTER III. 

National Topics of Conversation— The Rising of the Nile ; eyil 
effiiets of its rising too high; still worse consequences of a 
deficiency of its waters — ^The Nilometer — Uniyersal Alarm Ia 
August, 1833 — ^The Nile at length rises to the desired Height — 
Ceremony of cutting the Embankment — ^The Canal of the 
Khalidj — Immense Assemblage of People—The State Tent-* 
Arrival of Habeeb Effendi—Splendid Dresses of the Officers— 
Exertions of the Arab Workmen — ^Their Scramble for Paras — 
Admission of the Water-*Its svdden Irruption — Excitement of 
the Ladies — Picturesque Effect of large Assemblies in the East 

Ih England every one talks about the weatiier, and all 
eenrersation is opened by ex^amations against the heat 
or the cold, the rain or the drought ; but in Egypt, during 
one part <3lt the jrear at least, the rise of the Nile fonm 
the general tq>ic of conversation. Sometimes ^ ascent 
of the water is unusually rapid, and then nothing is 
talked of but inundations; for if the river overflows 
too much, whole villages are washed away ; and as they 
are (or the most part built of sunburned bricks and mud, 
they are completely annihilated; and when the waters 
subside, all ^ boundary marks are obliterated, the 
course of canals Is altered, and mounds and embank- 
ments are washed away. On these occasions the smaller 
landholders have great difficulty in recovering their 
property; for few of them know how far their fields 
extend in one direction or the other, unless a tree, 
a stone, or something else remains to mark the 
separation of one man's flat piece of mud from that of 
his neighbour. 
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But the more frequent and the far more dreaded 
calamity is the deficiency of water. This was the case 
in 1833, and we . heard nothing else talked of. ^ Ha^ 
it risen much to-day V* inquires one. — ** Tes, it has 
risen half a pic since the morning.'' ^What! no 
more ? In the name of the Prophet ! what will become 
»f the cotton I" — " Yes ; and the doura will be burnt 
up to a certainty if we do not get four pics more." 
In short, the Nile has it all its own way; everything 
depends on the manner in whieh it chooses to behave, 
and El Bahar (the river) is in everybody's mouth from 
morning till night. Criers go about the city several 
times a day during the period of the rising, who pro- 
claim the exact height to which the water has arrived, 
and the precise number of pics which are submeiged on 
tbe Nilometer. 

This Nilometer is an ancient octagon pillar of red 
stone in the island of Rhoda, on the sides of which 
graduated scales are engraved. It stands in the 
centre of a cistern, about twenty-five feet square, and 
more than that in depth. A stone staircase leads 
down to the bottom, and the side walls are ornamented 
with Cufic inscriptions beautifully cut. Of this antique 
column I have seen more than most people ; for on the 
28th of August, 1833, the water was so low that there 
was the greatest apprehension of a total failure of the 
crops, and of the consequent famine. At that time 
nine feet more water was wanted to ensure an average 
crop; much of the Indian com had already failed; 

2 
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and from the Pasha in his palace to the poorest feUah 
in his mud horel, all were in consternation ; for in this 
•country, where it never raini^ ererything depends on 
irrigation, — ^the revenues of the state, the food of the 
country, and the life pr death of the btt}k of the 
population. 

At length the Nile rose to the desired height ; and 
the 6th of September was fixed £>r the ceremaay of 
cutting the embankment which keeps back the water 
from entering into the canal of the Ehalidj. This 
canal joins the Nile near the great tower which forms 
the end of the aqueduct built by Saladin, and through 
it the water is conveyed for the irrigation of Cairo and 
its vicinity. One peculiarity of this city is, that several 
of its principal squares or open spaces are flooded 
during the inundation; and, in consequence of this, 
are called lakes, such as Birket el Fil (the lake of the 
Elephant), Birket el Esbekieh, dec. Many of the prin- 
cipal houses are built upon the banks of the Khalidj 
canal, which passes through the centre of the town, 
and which now had the appearance of a dusty, sunken 
lane ; and the annual admission of the water into its 
thirsty bed is an event looked forward to as a public 
holiday by all classes. Accordingly, early in the 
morning, men, women, and children sallied forth to the 
borders of the Nile, and it seemed as if no one would 
be left in the city. The worthy citizens of Cairo, on 
horsesji mules, donkeys, and on loot, were seen stream- 
ing out of the gates, and making their way in the cool 
of the morning, all hoping to obtain places from whence 
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they might oatob a glimpse of the outting of the eow 
l>anknieiit. 

W^ mouQled the honee vhioh the Pasb^'e gioonif 
biKHigbt to our ^r. Tb^y were splendidly capi^ 
risoQied with r^d tely#l sad gold ; beraes were also sup* 
pQed for all pur ser^aats; and we wended our way 
throu^ hapfiy aiiid oxoited orow^ to a maguificeot teat 
which iiad been eieeted tor the aeponunodatioB of the 
grandees, on a s^ of anei^il stone quay mi99di»te(y 
over the embanlun^t. We passed through the line§ ot 
spldieira who kept the ground ia the vicinity ef the teat» 
uroaxd whioh was standing a nuaiei^euii pfMrty of i9Ao9?9 
in Aeir gala uniforms of red end gold, 

On entering the teat we louad the C^di ; tb^ s^a of 
the sheriff of Mecea^ who I believe was kept m ft soff 
of hostsge for the good behaviour of bis fatberi tbe 
I>e^dar, or treasurer, and sever;^ other high peiv 
a(»^sge% seated pn two oa^l^etSi ^p pa eaob aide of f 
eplendid velvet divan, whioh pztende4 along that side pf 
.the tent which was ne^^ to tb^ river, and wbicb w^ 
open. Below the teat was tbp b^k wbicb wi^ to bd 
out through, with the wateir pf tbe Nile ^mpst ovefr 
Qowiag its briak on the one sidOf ^!ad the deep dry fae4 
of the pfuial upon tbp Pfher; a auia^bpr pf half^iaked 
Ars,bs were wprkiag wl^ SP#4efSf i^d pie|(szps fp uadp^ 
mine this bank* 

Cc^iee sad sherbet wprp preseatpd to us while wp 
awaited tbe arrival pf Habeeb £$fiendi, who was to supexv 
intend the perpmony ia the abeeaee pf thp Pai^ha, Np 
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modation of the great man, who was vice- viceroy on this 
occasion. I sat on the carpet by the son of the sherijT of 
Mecca, who was dressed in the green robes worn by the 
descendants of the Prophet. We looked at each other 
with some curiosity, and he carefully gathered up the 
edge of his sleeve, that it niight not be polluted by the 
touch of such a heathen dog as he considered me to be. 

About 9 A.M. the firing of cannon and volleys of 
musketry, with the discordant nobe of several military 
bands, announced the approach of Habeeb Efiendi. He 
was preceded by an immense procession of beys, colonels, 
and officers, all in red and gold, with the diamond insignia 
of their rank displayed upon their breasts. This crowd 
of splendidly dressed persons, dismounting from their 
horses, filled the space around the tent ; and, opening into 
two ranks, they made a lane along which Habeeb Efiendi 
rode into the middle of the tent; all bowing low and 
touching their foreheads as he passed. A horseblock, 
covered with red cloth, was brought forward for him to 
dismount upon. His fat grey horse was covered with 
gold, the whole of the housings of the Wahabee saddle 
being not embroidered, but so entirely covered with orna- 
ments in goldsmith's work, that the colour of the velvet 
beneath could scarcely be discerned. The great man 
was held up under each arm by two officers, who assisted 
him to the divan, upon which he took his seat, or rather 
subsided, for the portly proportions of his person prevent- 
ed his feet appearing as he sat cross-legged upon the 
cushions, with his back to the canal. Cofiee was pre- 
•ented to him, and a diamond-mounted pipe stuck into his 
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mouth ; and he pufibd away steadily, looking neither right 
nor left, while the uproar of the surrounding crowd in- 
creased every moment. Quantities of rockets and other 
fireworks were now let off in the broad daylight, cannons 
fired, and volleys of musketry filled the air with smoke. 
The naked Arabs in the ditch worked like madmen, tear- 
ing away the earth of the embankment, which was rapidly 
giving way ; whilst an officer of the Treasury threw 
handfuls of new pieces of five paras each (little coins of 
base silver of the value of a farthing) among them. The 
immense multitude shouted and swayed about, encourag- 
ing the men, who were excited almost to frenzy. 

At last there was a tremendous shout : the bank was 
beginning to give way ; and showers of coin were thrown 
down upon it, which the workmen tried to catch. One 
man took ofi* his wide Turkish trousers, and stretching 
them out upon two sticks caught almost a handful at a 
time. By degrees the earth of the embankment became 
wet, and large pieces of mud fell over into the canal. 
Presently a little stream of water made its way down the 
declivity, but the Arabs still worked up to their knees in 
water. The muddy stream increased, and all of a sudden 
the whole bank gave way. Some of the Arabs scram- 
bled out and were helped up the sides of the canal by 
the crowd ; but several, and among others he of the trou- 
sers, intent upon the shower of paras, were carried away 
by the stream. The man struggled manfully in the 
water, and gallantly kept possession of his trousers till he 
was washed ashore, and, with the assistance of some of 
his friends, landed safely with his spoils. The arches of 
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ef liuliee ; and bug lines of women in th^ir black v^ils 
gttt like a ht^ flock of crows upon the parapets abotev 
Tkey all wated their handkerchiefs and lifted up thdf 
voices in a strange shrill scream as the tdrrem increased 
in feoroe ; and soon, carrying everything befere k, it en* 
tirely washed away the embankment, and the Water in Ule 
canal rose to thd level of the Nile. 

The desired object having been aeoomplish^, Habeeb 
Eflendiy whd had not once looked ronnd towards the canal, 
BOW rose to depart ; he was help^ up the i^ps of the red 
horse-block, and fairly hoisted into his Saddle ; and amidcft 
tiie roar of canndd and musketry, the shouto of the peo- 
ple^ and the dang of innumei^ble mtisical instrumetiite, 
be departed with his splendid train o^ oA^ers and attend^ 
Mits* 

Nothing can be conceived mctfe striking thito a great 
assemblage of people in the East : the various colours of 
the dresses and the number of white turbans give it a 
totally difl^nt appearance from that of a black and dingy 
European crowd ; and it has been well coinpared by theii^ 
poets to a garden of tii^ips* The numbens ^llected to* 
gether on this oecask^ were innmense ; and the narrow 
streets were completely filled by the returning midUtdde) 
all delighted with the happy termination of the event of 
the day ; but before noon the whole of the crowd Was dis* 
persed^ all had returned to their own bouseS) and the city 
was as quiet and orderly as if nothing extraordinary had 
oacurred. 
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OftAPTBR IT* 

Early Houn in the Levant — Compulsory Use of Lanterni in Cairo* 
^S^paMien of th6 dlltbtetit 4uiHCM of Ujne City— Custom of 
sleeping in t]w op^n aiiS— The Mahotoedtn Times of Prayer— 
Impressire Effect of the Morning Call to Prayer from the Mina- 
reta-^The last Prayer-time, Al Assr^Bedonin Mode of ascertain- 
ing this Hoar— Anciettt Farm of the Mosqses— TIm Mosque of 
Sultan Hassan — ^Egyptian Mode ef *< raising the Supplies" — 
Sultan Hassan's Mosque the scene of frequent Conflicts — The 
Slaughter of tiie Mameluke Beys in the place ef Reumayli^ 
Esei^ ef one Maib€flulie» and his subsequent Friendship with Mo- 
hammed Ali— The Talisman of Cairo— Joseph's Well and Hall- 
Mohammed Ali*§ Mo8que->-hi8 Residence in the Citadel— The 
HUF^ift— Bisgnded Stste of tiM Wemeii of the Bast. 

The early hoixt^ kept in the Levant danaot fkil to dtrike 
the European stranger. At Cairo erery one is up and 
dbout at sunrise i all business id tfansaoted in the morning, 
and some of the bezesteii^d and principal bazaars are 
closed at twelve o'clock, at which hour manjr people retire 
to their homes and only appeat- agaiil in the cool of the 
evening, when they take k tlAe 6t sit and smoke t pipe 
and listen to a story-telleir in a <to&e-hoUs6 or under a 
tree. Soon after sunset the whole city is at rest. Every 
one who then hds ai^y business 4bfoad ii^ obliged to carry 
a small paper lanterh, on pain 6f being taken up by the 
guard if he is found without it. Persons of middle rank 
have a glass lamp carried before them by a servant, and 
people of consequence are preceded by men who run 
before their train of horses With a fire of resinous wood, 
earned aloft on &e toj^ of a pole, in an iron grating called 
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a ma^lak. This has a picturesque effect, and throws a 
great light around. 

Each difierent district of the city is separated firom the 
adjoining one hy stnmg gates at the end of the streets : 
these are all closed at night, and are guarded hy a drowsy 
old man with a long beard, who acts as porter, and who is 
roused with difficulty by the promise of a small coin when 
any one wants to pass. These gates contribute greatly 
to the peace and security of the town ; for as the Turks, 
Arabs, Christians, Jews, Copts, and other religious sects 
reside each in a different quarter, any disturbance which 
may arise in one district is prevented from extending to 
another ; and the drunken Europeans cannot intrude their 
civilization on their quiet and barbarous neighbours. 
There are here no theatres, balls, parties, or other noc- 
turnal assemblies ; and before the hour at which London 
is well lit up, the gentleman of Cairo ascends to the top 
of his house and sleeps upon the terrace, and the servants 
retire to the court-yard ; for in the hot weather most people 
sleep in the open air. Many of the poorer class sleep in 
the open places and the courts of the mosques, all wrap- 
ping up their heads and faces that the moon may not shine 
upon them. 

The Mahomedan day begins at sunset, when the first 
time of prayer is observed ; the second is about two hours 
after sunset ; the third is at the dawn of day, when the> 
musical chant of the muezzins from the thousand minarets 
of Cairo sounds most impressively through the clear and 
mlent air. The voices of the criers thus raised above the 
dty always struck me as having a holy and beautiful 
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eSecL First one or two are heard faintly in the Jistaaeei 
then one close to you, then the cry is taken up finom the 
minarets of other mosques, and at last from one end of the 
town to the other, the measured chant falls pleasingly on 
the ear, inviting the faithful to prayer. For a time it 
seems as if there was a chorus of voices in the air, like 
spirits, calling upon each other to worship the Creator of 
all things. Soon the sound dies away, there is a silence 
for a while, and then commences the hum and bustle of 
the awakening dty. This cry of man, to call his brother 
man to prayer, seems to me more appropriate and more 
accordant to religious feeling than the clang and jingle 
of our European bells. 

The fourth and most important time of prayer is at 
noon, and it is at this hour that the Sultan attends in state 
the mosque at Constantinople. The fifUi and last prayer 
is at about three o'clock. The Bedouins of the desert, 
who, however, are not much given to praying, consider 
this hour to have arrived wh^i a stick, a spear, or a camel 
throws a shadow of its own height upon the ground. This 
time of the day is called '' Al Assr.'' When wandering 
about in the deserts, I used always to eat my dinner or 
luncheon at that time, and it is wonderful to what exact- 
ness I arrived at last in my calculations respecting the 
time of the Assr. I knew to a minute when my drome- 
dary's shadow was of the right length. 

The minarots of Cairo are the most beautiful of any in 
the Levant ; indeed no others aro to be compared to them. 
Some are of a prodigious height, built of alternate layers 
of red and white stone. A curious anecdote is tdd of the 
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mm Aadentof all iha aiinarets, that attached to the great 
jB^Mqtte of SiiltiUi Tayloofi, an ienmenae oldster or arcade 
tfttt^tdondhig a great aqu^re. The archea ate all p(xat»A^ 
and are the earil«at aidant ia that form, the mosque haying 
been baih ia iiniutida af that at Mecca, in the 3rear of the 
Hegira 2Wt Anno Dotnini 8T§. The minaret belonging 
to thia magiiii<^eiit boilding haa a aUme ataircaae winding 
round it outiide : the veasion of ita having bfeen built in 
this ourioua form ia said to be^ thai tim ti^e^' of Suhan 
Tayloon kfatkd tha king One day klling m hia ditan and 
twiflfting a {ifaoa of paper in a spiral ferm f the vizier 
remarking upon the trivial nature of the employm^t of 
so great a monarch, he replied, << I vraa thinking tiiat a 
minaret ia this form would have a ^food effect: give 
orders^ tben^re^ that such a one be added to the mosque 
whioh I miti boiidin^.''* In ancient timeii the mosquea 
consisted Inardy of large open courts, surrounded by 
arOadea; and frequently, on that side of the court which 
stood nearest to Mecca, this arOade waa double. In later 
times covered boOdinga with laige domes were added to 
tiie court I a style of building which haa always been 
adopted in more sorthcHm olimates^ 

* Hiis, th6 fifi^t tisd^qtre built at C^iro^, is said td hav« b6en paid 
for by Salt«a Tayloon Wilb a part of an iim&^Dse froa^re id gold« 
which he found under a monument called the altar of Pharaoh, on 
the mountain of Mokattain. This building Was destroyed by Tay- 
loon, who founded a mMqas Upon the spot in th« year 8*^3, in 
honour of Judah, the brother of Joseph, who resorted there to pray 
when he came to Egypt. This mosque becoming ruined, another 
was built upon the sptyt by tha £^ir £l OuyoMh, lninist«]i^ of tlw 
Caliph MoBtansir, a< d. 1004, whioh still rettains perched on the 
corner of a rock, which is excavated in various places with andeat 
tombs. 
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The finest mosque of this description is that of SultaH 
Hassan, in the place of the Roumayli, near the citaciel. 
It is a magnificent structure, of prodigious height ; it Wad 
finished about the year a. d. 1S62. The money necessary 
for its construction is said to have been procured by the 
following ingenious device. The good Suhan Hassan was 
determined to build a mosque and a tomb for himself, but 
finding a paucity of means in his treasury, he sent out 
Invitations to all the principal people of the country to 
repair t6 a gf and feast at his court, when he said he would 
present each 6f his loving subjects with a robe of honour. 
On the appointed day they accordingly all made their 
appearance, dressed in their richest robes of state. There 
Was not one but had a Cashmere shawl round his turban, 
and another tound his waist, With a jewelled dagger stuck 
in it ; besides other ornaments, and caftans of brocade and 
cloth of gold, 'fhey entered the place of the Roumayli, 
^ach accompanied by a magnificent train of guards and 
attendants, who, according to the jealous custom of the 
times, remained below ; while the chiefs, with one or two 
of their personal followers only, ascended into the citadel, 
and W6re ushered into the ptesence of the Sultan. They 
Were received most graciously : how they contrived to 
pass their time in the fourteenth century, before the art of 
smoking Was invented, I do not know } but doubtless they 
sat in circles rotmd great bowls of rice, piled over sheep 
roasted whole, discussed the merits of lambs stuffed with 
pistachio-nuts, and ate cucumbers for dessert. When the 
feast was concluded, the Sultan announced that each guest 
at his departure should receive the promised robe of honour ; 
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and as these distinguished personages, one by one, left the 
royal presence, they were conducted into a small chamber 
near the gate, in which were several armed officers of the 
household, who, with expressions of the most profound 
respect and solicitude, divested them of their clothes, which 
they immediately carried off. The astonished noble was 
then invested with a long white shirt, and ceremoniously 
handed out of an opposite door, which led to the exterior 
of the fortress, where he found his train in waiting. The 
Sultan kept all that he found worth keeping of the personal 
effects of his guests, who were afterwards glad to bargain 
with the chamberlain of the court for the restoration of 
their robes of state, which were ultimately returned to 
them— ;/br a consideration. The mosque of Sultan Hassan 
was built with the proceeds of this original scheme ; and 
the tomb of the founder is placed in a superb hall, seventy 
feet square, covered with a magnificent dome, which is 
one of the great features of the city. But he that soweth 
in the whirlwind shall reap in the storm. In consequence 
of the great height and thickness of the walls of this 
stately building, as well as from the circumstance of its 
having only one great gate of entrance, it was frequently 
seized and made use of as a fortress by the insurgents in 
the numerous rebellions and insurrections which were 
always taking place under the rule of the Mameluke 
kings. Great stains of blood are still to be seen on the 
marble walls of the court-yard, and even in the very 
chamber of the tomb of the Sultan there are the indelible 
marks of the various conflicts which have taken place, 
when the guardians of the mosque have been stabbed and 
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out down in its most sacred recesses. The two minarets 
of this mosque, one of which is much larger than the 
other, are amcmg the roost beautiful specimens of deco- 
rated Saracenic architecture. Of the lai^est of these 
minarets the following story is related. There was a man 
endued with a superabundance <^ curiosity, who, like 
Peeping Tom of Coventry, had a fancy lor spying at the 
ladies on the house-tops from the summit of this minaret : 
at last he made some signals to one <^ the neighbouring 
ladies, which were unluckily discovered by the master of 
the house, who happened to be reposing in the harem* 
The two muezzins (as they often are) were blindonen, and 
complaint was made to the authorities that the muezzins 
of Sultan Hassan permitted people to ascend the minarets 
to gaze into the forbidden precincts of the harems below. 
The two old muezzins were indignant when they were 
informed of this accusation, and were determined to watch 
for the intruder and kill him on the spot, the first time that 
they should find him ascending the winding staircase of 
the minaret. In the course of a few days a good-natured 
person gave the alarm, and told the two blind men that 
somebody had just entered the doorway on the roof of the 
mosque by which the minaret is ascended ; one of the 
muezzins therefore ascended the minaret, armed with a 
sharp dagger^ and the other waited at the narrow door 
below to secure the game whom bis companion should 
drive out of the cover. The young man was surprised 
by the muezzin while he was looking over the lower 
gallery of the minaret, but escaping from him he ran up 
the stairs to the upper gallery : here he was followed bj 
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Ms enemy, if ho cried to the old man at the bottom to W 
ready, Ibr he had found the rascal who had ImHight sudh 
Sbandal on the moeque* The nraez^ chased the intrude 
it>und the npper gallery, and he dipped through the door 
and ran down agam to the lower One» who^e he waited till 
the mttei^in pa«ted him on Ihe stairs^ ih&a taking off his 
shoes he followed him lightly and silently till he arrived 
near the bottom door, when he suddenly pudied the muez* 
zin, who had been op the minaret, against ike one who 
stood gtiatd bel^fW i ^le two blind men, eaoh thinking h^ 
had got hold of the villain Ibr whom he was in searchi 
seized each other by the throat and engaged in mortid 
6onibat #ith their daggers, taking advantage of which the 
Other escaped before the blind men had found out their 
mistake. At the next hour of prayer, their wdUknown 
voices not being heard as usual, some of the attendants at 
the mosque went up upon the roof to see what had hap^ 
pened, when they found the muezzins, who were just abU 
to relate the particulars of their mistake before they died^ 
It wad in the place of the RoUmayli that the gallant 
band of the Mameluke beys were assembled be^MPQ 
they were entrapped and killed by the present task- 
master of Bgypt, Mohammed AH Pasha* They a0* 
cefided a narrow passage betwe^ t#o high bafl^oMi 
ivhich led from the lower to the upper ^fe. The 
lower gate was shut after they had padsed, and tiiey 
were thus caugiit as in a trap. All of them Were shot 
except one, who leaped his horse over the batUements and 
escaped. This man became afterwards a great ally of 
Mohammed Ali, and I have often seett him lld^ about 
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m a line haxM eapftHsoned with t^ t«Itet in tile oM 
Maxiidilke style. Chi the #all in dne patl of tl^ ] 
tow&ifds the ksti^ gifcte, ^r« H a MfuMe taihkic < 
& b&8.ireBef d!^ a spte^d ei^ld: tl^s i« eotnidetvdl ly 
the superstitious as the talisman of Cairo, and b tiad 
to gire a irartiiiig off whefi ally calamltjr ki about to 
happen to the tity. Its origin^ as well as most things 
of any antiquity in the tsitftdei, is ascribed to (Madin 
(Yousef Sala Eddin), who is called hens Yousef ( Joseph)| 
und Joseph's Well, And Joseph's Hall, aa% the two grest 
lions of the place. 

The Well, which is of great dbpth, is remariLaUe from 
its htLrittg h brdad wioding stdroase out in the ivdc, 
around the shaft: this extends onlj half way down, 
where two oxen are employed to draw water by a wheel 
^d buckets from the bottom, which b here poured 
ifito a cistern, whence it is raised to the top by mtn^hct 
wheel. It is supposed, however, that this well is an 
(tiident Work, and that it was only cleaned out by Sakdin 
^hm he rebuilt the walls of the town and fortified 
the citadel. 

The hall, which was a very tm^ room, divided into 
^les by magnifio^il antique eotomns of red granite, 
h«8 unftMftunateiy been pulled down by Mohammed Ali* 
He did Uiis to make way for i^ mosque wliioh he 
htB built of Bgyptioo aiabasler, a ^lendid material, 
biat its barbarous Armenian aiHshiteeture offers a sad 
contrast to the stately edifice which has be^i So nith^ 
lessly destroyed. It is indeed a sad thing for Cairo 
that the flimsy architecture of Constantinople, so utterly 
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unsuited to this climate, has heen introduced of late 
years in the public buildings and the palaces of the 
ministers, which lift up their bald and miserable white- 
washed walls above the beautiful Arabian works of 
earlier days. 

The residence of the Pasha is within the walls of 
the citadel. The long range of the windows of the harem 
from their lofty position overlook great part of the city, 
which must render it a more cheerful residence for the 
ladies than harems usually are. When a number of 
Eastern women are congregated together, as is frequently 
the case, without the society of the other sex, it is 
surprising how helpless they become, and how n^lectful 
of everything excepting their own persons and their 
fi)od. Eating and dressing are their sole pursuits. If 
there be a garden attached to the harem they take no 
trouUe about it, and at Constantinople the ladies of 
the Sultan tread on the flower-beds and destroy the 
garden as a flock of sheep would do if let loose in it. 
A Turkish lady is the wild variety of the species. 
Many of them are beautiful and graceful, but they 
do not appear to abound in intellectual charms. Until 
the minds of the wcftnen are enlarged by better edu- 
cation, any chance of amelioraticm among the people 
of the Levant is hopeless ; for it is in the nursery that 
the seeds of superstition, prejudice, and unreason are 
sown, the eflects of which cling for life to the minds 
even of superior men. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Interriew with Mohammed Ali Pasha— Mode of lighttng a Room 
in Egypt — Personal Appearance of the Pasha— His Diamond- 
mountkl Pipe— The lost Handkerchief— An nnceremonious At- 
tendant—View of Cairo from the Citadel — Site of Memphis ; 
its immense extent— The Tombs of the Caliphs — ^The Pasha's 
Mausoleum — Costume of Egyptian Ladies — The Cobcob, or 
Wooden Clog— Mode of dressing the Hair— The Veil— Mistaken 
Idea that the Egyptian Ladies are Prisoners in the Harem ; their 
powOT of doing as they like — ^The Veil a complete Disguise- 
Laws of the Harem— A Leyanline Beauty — ^Eastern Manners— 
The Abyssinian Slaves — Arab Girls — Ugliness of the Arab 
Women when old — ^Venerable Appearance of the old Men— An 
Arab Sheick. 

It was in the month of February, 1884, that I first had 
the honour of an audience with Mohammed Ali Paduu 
It was during the Mahomedan mcmth of Ramadan, when 
the day is kept a strict fast, and nothing passes the lips of 
the faithful till after sunset. It was at night, therefore, 
that we were received. My companion and myself were 
residing at that time under the hospitable roof of the Con- 
sul-Greneral, and we accompanied him to the citadel. The 
effect of the crowds of people in the streets, all carrying 
lanterns, or preceded by men bearing the mashlak, blazing 
like a beacon on the top of its high pole, was very pictu- 
xesque. The great hall of the citadel was full of men, 
arranged in rows with their faces towards the south, going 
through the forms and attitudes of evening prayer under 
the guidance of a leader, and with the precision of a nfU 
nent aa drill. 
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Passing these, a curtain was drawn aside, and we were 
ushered at once into the presence of the Viceroy, whom 
we found walking up and down in the middle of a large 
room, between two roWa of g^antic silver candlesticks, 
which stood upon the carpet. This is the usual way of 
lighting a *ooifl in Egypt :-^ii large sil^eif dishes, about 
two feet in diameter and turned upside down, are first 
placed upon the floor, three on each side, near the centre 
of the room. On each of these stands a silver 6andlestick, 
between four and five feet high, containing a wax candle 
three feet long, and very thick. A seventh candlestick, 
of smaller dimensions, stands on the floor, separate from 
^ these, for the purpose of being moved about ; it is carried 
to any one who wants to read a letter, or to examine an 
dbrject more closely while he is seated on the divan. Al-^ 
most every room in the palace has an Europecm chande^ 
Her hanging from the ceiling, but I do not Remember faav-» 
ing ever seen one lit. These large candlesticks, standing 
in two rows, with the little one before them, always put 
me in mind of a line of life guards of gigantic stature, 
commanded by a little officer whom they 4&ould almost put 
in their pockets. 

Mohatnitied Ali desired us to be seated. He was at- 
tended by Boghos Bey, who remained stuidiiig and inter- 
preted for us. The Pasha at that time was a hale, broad- 
shouldered, buoad-faoed man : his short grey beard stuck 
out on each side of his face ; his nostrils were very much 
opened ; and, with his quiok sharp eye, he looked like an 
old grey liont The eitpressiofi of his ooimteaance was 
remarkably intelligent^ but excepting this them 
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ftdd^ng particular itt his Itppearanoe. He wad stdired Ift 
Iht Nizam dress o^ blue eloth. This eostume edoslslB of 
a red cap, a jacket with fiyiAg sleeves, a wusteoaf widi fight 
fiieeyeii under it, a red shawl rouud the waist, a pair of 
trouters Terjr full, like trunk hose^ down to the knee, firom 
whence to the ankle they Were tight. The whole costume 
is always made* of the tatae coloured cloth, usually Mack 
or blue. He had white stockings and jrellow morocco 
shoes. 

When we were seated oil the divan We commenced the 
usual rontihe of Oriental compliments ; and coffee was 
handed to us in cups entirely covered with large diamonds. 
A pipe was then brought to the Pasha, but not to us. This 
pipe Was about seven feet long : the mouthpiece, of light 
gireett amber, was a foot long, and a fix>t more below the 
mouthpiece, as well as another part of the pipe lower down, 
Was richly set with diamonds of great value, with a dia- 
mond tassel hanging to it. 

^ We discoursed for three quarters of an hour about the 
postsibility of laying a railway across the Isthmus of Sues, 
which Was the project then uppermost in the Pasha's mind ; 
but the circumstance which most strongly recalls diii 
audience to my ihemory and which struck me te an in- 
Manc^ of iioannei^ differing entirely from our own, was, in 
itself, a yety trivial cthe* The Pasha watlted his pocket 
handkerchftf, and looked about and felt in his pocket for 
it, but could not find it, making various eitclamations 
during hb seatc^'Virhicii at last were answered by an at- 
t^oAM, etaik the lo#er end of ^ toom*^" Feel ki the 
«Mf j^iMket,'' ibid ^ct ierVant« << WM, Hhim ih^n/' 
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said the Pasha. " Look in the other, then*'' " I have 
not got a handkerchief," or words to that effect, were re- 
plied to immediately, — " Yes, you have ;" — " No, I have 
not;" — "Yes, you have." Eventually his attendant, ad- 
vancing up to the Pasha, felt in the pocket of his jacket, 
but the handkerchief was not to be found ; then he poked 
all round the Pasha's waist, to see whether it was not 
tucked into his shawl : that would not do. So he took 
hold of his Sovereign and pushed him half over on the 
divan, and looked under him to see whether he was sitting 
on the handkerchief; then he pushed him over on the 
other side. During all which manoeuvres the Pasha sat 
as quietly and passively as possible. The servant then, 
thrusting his arm up to the elbow in one of the pockets of 
his Highness's voluminous trousers, pulled out a snuff-box, 
a rosary, and several other things, which he laid upon the 
divan. That would not do, either ; so he came over to 
the other pocket, and diving to a prodigious depth he pro- 
duced the missing handkerchief from the recesses thereof; 
and with great respect and gravity, thrusting it into the 
Pasha's hand, he retired again to his place at the lower 
end of the hall. 

After being presented with sherbet, in glass bowls with 
covers, we took our leave, and rode home through the 
crowds of persons with paper lanterns, who turn night into 
day during the month of Ramadan. 

The view from that part of the bastions of the citadel 
which looks over the place of the Roumayli and the great 
moeque of Sultan Hassan is one of the most extraordinary 
that can be seen any where. The whole city is displayed 
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at your feet; the numerous domes and minarets, the 
towers of the Saracenic walls, the flat roofs of the houses^ 
and the narrowness of the streets giving it an aspect very 
different from that of an European town. You see the 
Nile and the gardens of Ibrahim Pasha in the island of 
Rhoda to the left ; and the avenue of Egyptian sycamores 
to the right, leading to the Pasha's country palace of 
Shoubra. Beyond the Nile, the bare mysterious-looking 
desert, and the Pyramids standing on their rocky base, 
lead the mind to dwell upon the mighty deeds of ancient 
days. The forest of waving palm-trees, around Saccara, 
stretches away to the south-west, shading the mounds of 
earth which cover the remains of the vast city of Mem- 
phis, in comparison to which London would appear but a 
secondary town : for if we may judge from the line of 
pyramids from Giseh to Dashour, which formed the necro- 
polis of Memphis, and the various mounds and dykes and 
ancient remains which extend along the margin of the 
Nile for nearly six-and-thirty miles, the extreme length 
of London being barely eight, and of Paris not much 
more than four, Memphis must have been larger than 
London, Paris, and ancient Rome, all united ; and judging 
from the description which Herodotus has given us of the 
enormous size of the temples and buildings, which are 
now entirely washed away, in consequence of their having 
been built oh the alluvial plain, which is every year inun. 
dated by the waters of the Nile, Memphis in its glory 
must have exceeded any modem city, as much as the 
Pyramids exceed any mausoleum which has been erected 
since^those days. 
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The tombs of the Caliphs, as they are called, altbougb 
most of thaod are the burial-place of the Manielulo 
Sultans of Egypt, are magnificent and imposing Imildin^ 
Many of them conmst of a mosque built round a ^urt, to 
vhioh is altaohed » great ball wiith a dome, v^^ whioli 
is placed the Sultan's tomfa. These bea^f^) specimans 
of Arabian afohitecture (brm a o^sidei^U|e Umu at pity 
ef the dead, on the east and south sidefi of CM^, ^bout a 
mile beyond the walls. I was astonished at ^^r ej^peed* 
ing beauty and magnificence. Most ctf them were built 
durii;^ the two penturies preceding the oonqi^est qf Egypt, 
by SultjU^ Selim, in 1517, who tortured the last of the 
Mameluke Sultans, Toman Bey, and hung him with i^ 
lope, whieh is yet to be seen dangling over the gate caUe4 
Bab Zuweyleh, in front of which criminalB are stiU 
executed. 

The mausoleum of Sultf^i Bergqpk ie ^ triumph of 
Seraqepio architecture. 

The miosi'ets of these tombs ipre mo^t richly ornamented 
with tracery, sculpture, and variegated marbles. The 
walls of many of them are built in eltemate layers of red 
and white or Uacl;: and white marble. The dome of the 
tomb of Kaitbay is of stone, sculptured all over with an 
erabesque pattern ; and there are several other domes ii| 
difierent mosques at Cairo equally richly omamepted. I 
have met with none comparable to them either in Europe 
or in the I^evant. It is strange that none of the Italiai^ 
architects ever thought of domes covered with rich oma* 
mei^t^ work in stone or marble ; the efiept of those at 
Cairo is indescribably fine. Unfortunately ^j^ %tp m^ 
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mioh i^glected ; but in the clear dry air of Egypt, tune 
&lls more lightly on the works of man than in the damp 
vod chilly climates of the north, and the tombs of the 
Mameluke soverdgns will probably last for centuries to 
«ome if they are not palled dovn for tiie materials, or 
liemoved to niftlie way for seme paltry lath and plaster 
edifiee which wiU fail in the lifetime of its builder. 

Besides these larger structures, many of the smaller 
tombs, which i^re scattered over the desert for miles under 
the hills of Mokattam, are studies for the architect. 
Hiere are numerous little domes of beautiful design, 
richly ornamented doors and gateways, tombs and tomb- 
stcmes of all sorts and sizes in infinite variety, most of 
them so well preserved in this glorious climate ^at the 
inscriptions on them are as legible as when they were 
first put up. 

The Pasha has built himself a house in this city of the 
dead, to which many members of his family have gone 
before him. This mausoleum consists of several buildings 
covered with low heavy domes, whitewashed or plastered 
on the outside. Within, if I remember right, are the 
tombs of Toussoun and Ismael Pashas, and those of 
several of his wives, grandchildren, and relatives ; they 
repose under marble monuments, somewhat resembling 
altars in shape, with a tall post or column at the head and 
feet, as is usual in Turkish graves ; the column at the 
head being carved into the form of the head-dress distinc- 
tive of the rank or sex of the deceased. These sepuU 
chral chambers are all carpeted, and Cashmere shawls cgre 
thzown over wiay of the tomb?, while in arched r^ip^m^ 
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there are divans with cushions for the use of those who 
come to mourn over their departed relatives. 

We will now return to the living ; hut so perfect an 
account of ^e Arabian population of Cairo is to be found 
in Mr. Lane's * Modem Egypt,' that there is little left to 
say upon that subject, except that since that work was 
published the presence of numerous Europeans has dimi- 
nished the originality of the Oriental manners of this city, 
and numerous vices and modes of cheating, besides a 
larger variety of drunken scenes, are oflered for the obser- 
vation of the curious, than existed in the more unso- 
phisticated times, before steamers came to Alexandria, 
and what is called the overland journey to India was 
established. The population of Cairo consists of the 
ruling class, who are all Turks, who speak Turkish, and 
afiect to despise all who have never been rowed in a 
caique upon the Bosphorus. Then come the Arabs, the 
former conquerors of the land ; they form the bulk of the 
population — all the petty tradesmen and cultivators of the 
soil are of Arab origin. Besides these are the Copts, who 
are descended from the original lords of the country, the 
ancient Egyptians, who have left such wonderful monu- 
ments of their power. After these may be reckoned the 
motley crew of Jews, Franks, Armenians, Arabs of Bar- 
bary and the Hejaz, Syrians, negroes, and Barabra ; but 
these are but sojourners in the land, and, except the Jews, 
can hardly be counted among the regular subjects of the 
rasha. There are besides, the Levantine Christians, whe 
are under the protection of one or other of the European 
Ipowers. Many of this class are rich and influential mar- 
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ji|^njt9 ; some of them live in the Oriental style, and 
other^ are ambitious to assume the tight clothing and 
^anjQ^ of life of the Franks. The older merohantB 
^oi^g the Levantines ke^ more to the Oriental ways of 
iife, ^hile the younger gentlemen and ladies £)llow the 
^ugly fashion of Europe, particularly the men, who leave 
qS* the Qopl and convenient Eastern dress to swelter in the 
tight bandage of the Franks ; the ladies, on the contrary, 
lirje f^t to retain the Oriental costume, which in its turn is 
neither so becpmiug nor so easy as the Paris fa^ions. It 
jmust he the spii^t of contradiction, so natural to the 
j^Uinan jace, which capses this airangement ; for if the 
.men kept to their M cositume they would be moi^ com- 
/ortable t^an they can be with tight clothes, coat-collars, 
and neckcloths, when the thermometer stands at 112^ of 
Fahrenheit in the coolest shade, besides the dignity 
jo£ their appearance, which is cast away with the folds 
of the Turkish or Arabian dress. The ladies would 
■be much improved by the artful devices of the Parisian 
modistes; for although, when young and pretty, all 
.women look well in almost any dress, the elder ladies are 
sometimes but little to be admired ia the shapeless cos- 
tumes of the Levant, where tl^e richness of the materiel 
does not make up for the want of fit and gracefulness 
which is the character of their dress. This ^ay easily 
the imagined when it is understood that both men's and 
women's dresses may be bought ready made in the 
.b^izaar, and that any dress will fit anybody unless they 
ure supematurally fki or of dwarfish stature. 

3 
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An Egyptian lady's dress consists of a pair of iin- 
mensely full trousers of satin or brocade, or often of a 
brilliant cherry-coloured silk ; these are tied under the 
knees, and descending to the ground, have the appearance 
of a very full petticoat. The Arabic name of this gar- 
ment is Shintian. Over this is worn a shirt of transparent 
silk gauze (Kamis). It has long full sleeves, which, as 
well as the border round the neck, are richly embroidered 
with gold and bright-coloured silks. The edge of the 
shirt is often seen like a tmiic over the trousers, and has 
a pretty effect. Over this again is worn a long silk gown, 
open in front and on each side, called a yelek. The 
fashion is to have the yelek about a foot longer than the 
lady who wears it ; so that its three tails shall just touch 
the ground when she is mounted on a pair of high wooden 
clogs, called coboobs, which are intended for use in the 
bath, but in which they often clatter about in the house ; 
the straps over the instep, by which these cobcobs are 
attached to the feet, are always finely worked, and are 
sometimes of diamonds. The husband giyes his bride 
on their marriage a pair of these odd-looking things, 
which are about six or eight inches high, and are always 
carried on a tray on a man's head in marriage proces- 
sions. The yelek fits the shape in some degree down to 
the waist; it comes up high upon the neck, and has 
tightish sleeves, which are long enough to trail upon the 
ground. " Oh ! thou with the long-sleeved yelek " is a 
common chorus or ending to a stanza in an Arab song. 
Not round the waist but round the hips a large and heavy 
Cashmere shawl is worn over the yelek, and the whole 
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gracefulness of an Egyptian dress consists in the way 
in which this is put on. In the winter a long gown> 
called Juheh, is superadded to all this ; it is of cloth or 
velvet, or a sort of stuff made of the Angora goat's hair, 
' and is sometimes lined with fur. 

Toung girls do not often wear this nor die yelek, but 
have instead a waistcoat of silk with long sleeves like 
those of the yelek. This is called an anteri, and over it 
they wear a velvet jacket with ^ort sleeves, which is so 
much embroidered with gold and pearls ^at the velvet is 
almost hid* Their hair hangs down in numerous long 
tails, plaited with silk, to which sequins, or little gold 
coins, are attached. The plaits must be of an uneven 
number : it would be unlucky if ^ey were even. Some- 
times at the end of one of the plaits hangs the little golden 
bottle of surmeh with which they black the edges of their 
eyelids ; a most becoming custom when it is well done» 
and not smeared, as it often is, for then the efiect is rather 
like that of a black eye, in the pugilistic sense of the 
term. On the head is worn a very beautiful ornament 
called a koors. It is in the shape of a saucer or shallow 
basin, and is frequently covered with rose diamonds. I 
am surprised that it has never been introduced into 
Europe, as it is a remarkably pretty head dress, with the 
long tresses of jet black hair hanging from under ity 
plaited with the shining coins. Round the head a hand* 
kerchief is wound, which spoils the eftect of all the rest ; 
but a woman in the East is never seen with the head 
uncovered, even in the house ; and when she goes outy the 
yell, as we call it, though it has no resemblance to a veiV ^ 
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used to c(Hiceal the whole person. A lady enclosed in this 
angular eoverinf looks like a large bundle of black silk» 
diveiaified only by a 8tri|)e of wbite linen extending down 
ihe front irf tor p#rse», fiowi lh» wddle of her nose to feer 
ungainly yellow boots, into «rhkli h&jr jstoi^inglQss feet aro 
thnwl ifer tto ocwwioii. T4ie v^jHs of Egypt, of whjbh the 
outer blmefc sitt: cordring Is cfdled ^a U»aba^, And Ae part 
^mf ihd &ce n boodkoo, BSie ontirely .dlife^i^ from dioee 
wom 1*1 ConjdHaitiiiople, Fecaia, (^ Arrn^a ; lhe«e arie all 
Tarious ia form and octour, complicated and wonderful 
^gaisnents, wliioh kt oKould take loo long to describe, 
iiut ^tiey^ «s well as tiie E^ptlaa one, aaswcpr their 
istended purpose eKoetiently:, £or they ^fiectually p^irent 
-^e 4lisplay of 4iny <grace oar f^ouliarky of form or 
ieatuire. 

There js no gfeater mistake than to suppose that 
fiasteni ladies «re prisonexas jn the bio'em, and that 
lliey «Fe to be pitied for tiie want of liberty whidi ^be 
jealousy of their 'ihusbaads ooHdemos them to. The 
JOhdsti«a ladies tive ^m ^Jhoice and habit in the same 
way as thel^homedan -women^: cmd indeed, the £<gyptiaii 
ifair ones ^ave more facilities to do as they choose, to go 
<#here they ^like, and to cai'ry on -any intrigue than the 
Europeans; for thdr complete disguise carries them 
«afely -eyerywhoFe. 'No one >knows whether -any lady 
*he ^nay meet in the -bazaar Is his wife, Ms daughter, qr 
^is grandmother ; >and I have several times been addressed 
iby Tttrici^h and Egyptian ladies in the op^i street, and 
^adked aill «ort3 of questions in ^ way that could not be 
4QDe1n any ©iwopean country. Tbe •hwrem, It is true, ii 



Digitized by 



Google 



Ckap. V« LADIES Of UAXSA KOt PRISONIBB. (tV 

by kw inyiolable ; no due but the Sultan daa enter k 
Qfiannounced, and if a paif of strange slippers are seen 
left at ^ outer door, the master of the house oatinot enter 
hie own harem so long as this proof of the presence of 
a visitor remains. If the husband is a bore, an extra pair 
of slippers will at all times keep him out ; and the ladieA 
inside may enjoy themselves without the slightest fear of 
interruption. It is asserted also that gentlemen, who are 
not too tall, have gone into all sorts of places under the 
protection of a lady's veil, so completely does It ocRicea} 
the person. But this is not the case with the Levantine 
or Christian ladies : although they live in a harem, like 
the Mahonledans, it is not protected in the same way ; the 
slippers h&ve not the same effect ; for the men of the 
family go in and out whenever they please ; and relations 
and visitors of the male sex are received in the apartments 
of the ladies. 

On one occasion t dccompanied an finglish traveller, 
who had many acquaintances at Cairo, to the house of a 
Levantine in the vicinity of the Coptic quarter. Whilst 
we were engaged in conversation with an old lady, tiie 
curtain over the doorway was drawn aside, and there 
entered the most lovely apparition that can be conceived, 
in the person of a young lady about sixteen years old, the 
daughter of the lady of the house. She had a beautifully 
fair Complexion, Very uncommon in this country, remai^- 
ably long hair, Which hung down her back, and her dress, 
which was all of the same rich material, rose-coloured 
silk, Ac* with gold, became her so well, Aat I have 
rarely iPedti i^ grt^efd and striking t fignte. tSttb Wftt 
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olosely followed by two black girls, both dressed in li^t 
blue satin, embroidered with silver ; they formed an 
excellent contrast to their charming mistress, and werer 
viBry good-looking in their way, with their slight and 
graceful figures. The young Levantine came and sat by 
me on the drvan, and was much amused at my blundering 
attempts at conversation in Arabic, of which I then knew 
scarcely a dozen words. I must confess that I was 
rather vexed with her for smoking a long jessamine pipe, 
which, however, most Eastern ladies do. She got up to 
wait upon us, and handed us the coffee, pipes, and sher- . 
bet, which are always presented to visitors in every 
house. This custom of being waited upon by the ladies 
is rather distressing to our European notions of devotion 
to the fair sex: and I remember being horrified shortly 
afler my arrival in Egypt at the manners of a rich old . 
jeweller to whom I was introduced. His wife, a beauti- . 
ful woman, superbly dressed in brocade, with gold and 
dianK)nd ornaments, waited upon us during the whole time 
that I remained in the house. She was the first Eastern 
lady I had seen, and I remember being much edified at 
the way she pattered about on a pair of lofty cobcobs, and 
the artful way in which she got her feet out of them 
whenever she came up towards where we sat on the 
divan, at the upper end of the apartment. She stood at 
the lower end of the room ; and whenever the old brute 
of a jeweller wanted to return anything, some coins which 
he was showing me, or anything else, he threw them on 
the floor; and his beautiful wife jumping out of her cob- 
opbs picl^ed them up ; and when she had handed tbem to^ 
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some of the maids who stood at the door, resumed her 
station below the step at the other end of the room. She 
had magnificent eyes and luxuriant black hair, as they 
all have, and would have been considered a beauty in 
any country; but she was not to be compared to the 
bright little damsel in pink, who, besides her beauty, was 
as cheerful and merry as a bird, and whose lovely 
features were radiant with archness and intelligence. 
Many of the Abyssinian slaves are exceedingly hand- 
some : they have very expressive countenances, and the 
finest eyes in the world, and, withal, so soft and humble a 
feok, that I do not wonder At their being great favourites 
in Egyptian harems. Many of them, however, have a 
temper of their own, which comes out occasionally, and in 
this respect the Arab women are not much behind them. 
But the fiery passions of this bummg climate pass away 
like a thunderstorm, and leave the sky as clear and serene 
as it was before. 

The Arab girls of the lower orders are often very 
pretty from the age of about twelve to twenty, but they 
soon go off; and the astounding ugliness of some of the 
old women is too terrible to describe. In Europe we 
have nothing half so hideous as these brown old women, 
and this is the more remarkable, because the old men 
are peculiarly handsome and venerable in their appear- 
ance, and often display a dignity of bearing which is sel- 
dom to be met with in Europe. The stately gravity of an 
Arab sheick, seated on the ground in the shade of a tree, 
with his sons and grandsons standing before him, waiting 
fi>r his commands, is singularly imposing. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Mohammed Bey, Defterdar — ^His Ex|>edition to Senaai—His B«ir« 
barity and Rapacity — ^His Defiance of the Pasha— Stories of hi? 
Cruelty and Tyranny— The Horse-Shoe—The Fight of the Ma- 
melukes — ^His cruel Treachery — ^His Mode of administering 
Justice — ^The stolen Milk— The Widow's Cow — Sale and Dis- 
tribution of the Thief— The Turkish Character— Pleasures of a 
Journey on the Nile — ^The Copts — ^Their Patriarchs — ^The Pa- 
triarch of Abyssinia— Basileos Bey— His Boat— An Americttt^ 
choice of a Sleeping-place. 

JirsT before my arriyal in Cairo a certain Mahommed 
Bey, Defterdar, had died rather suddetily, after drinking 
a cup of coiiee, a beverage which occasionally disagrees 
with the great men in Turkey, although not so much so 
now as in former days. This Defterdar, or accountant^ 
had been sent by the Sultan to receive the ImperiiH reve- 
nue from the Pasha of Egypt, who had given him his 
daughter in marriage. As the presence of the Defterdar 
was probably a check upon the projects of the Pasha, h^ 
sent bim to Senaar, at the bead of an expedition, tc> 
revenge the death of Toussoun Pasha, his second son; 
who had been burned alive in his house by one of the 
exasperated chiefo of Nubia. This was a mission afteir 
Mohammed Bey's own heart : he, impaled the chief and 
several of his family, and displayed a rapacity and cru- 
elty unheard of before even in those blood-stained coun- 
tries. His talent for collecting spoil, and valuables of 
every description, was first-rate ; chests and bags of t^e 
pure gold rings used in the traffic of Central AMc^l (icoii* 
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njttlft^ in %i« tents ; he did not stick « m tt4fc ill Mi 
meitsttteft for ppocixring gcM^ peftrt8> and dtamoad^ 
wlierever tliey were to be heard of; Btreams of Mood 
accompfthied his inarch, and tiie yi^nree iUlowed in his 
trad. . He was a sportsman too, and hunted riat^, kill, 
ing tiie old ones, and carrying off the children, whom he 
sett to Egypt to be sold. Many died on die journey ; 
bat that did not much matter, as itlncreased &e Taliie of 
the rest. 

At last, after a most successful campaign, the Defterdar 
returned to his palace at Cairo, which was reported to be 
filled with treasure. The habits he had acquired in the 
upper country stuck to him after he got back to Egypt, 
and the Pasha was obliged to express his disapprobation 
of the cruelties which were committed by him on the most 
trivial occasions. The Defterdar, howeyer, set the Pasha 
lit defiance, told him he was no subject of his, but that he 
was an envoy from his master the Sultan, to whom akme 
he was responsible, and that he would do as he pleased 
with those under his command. The Pasha, it is said, 
made no further remonstrance, and continued to treat his 
son-in-law with distinguished courtesy. 

)>9^umerous stories are told of the cruelty and tjrranny 
of this man. One day, on his way to the citadel, he found 
that his horse had cast a shoe. He inquired of his groom, 
who in Egypt runs by the side of the horse, how it was 
that his horse had lost his shoe. The groom said he did 
not know, but that he supposed it had hot been well nailed 
on. Presently they came to a farrier's shop ; the Defter- 
dar stopped, and ordered two horseshoes to be bn>ught ; 

3* 
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one was put upon the horse, and the other he made red hot, 
and oommapded them to nail it firmly to the £x>t of the^ 
groom, whom in that condition he compelled to run hj his 
horse's side up the steep hill which leads to the citadel. 

In Turkey, it was the custom in the houses of the great 
to have a number of young men, who in Egypt were called 
Mamelukes, after that gallant corps had been destroyed. 
A number of the Mamelukes of Mohammed Bey, Defler- 
dar, driven to desperation by the cruelties of their master, 
beat or killed one of the superior agas of the household, 
took aome money which they found in his possession, and 
determined to escape from the service of their tyrant. His 
guards and kawasses soon found them out, and they retired 
to a strong tower, which they determined to defend, pre- 
ferring the remotest chance of successful resistance to the 
terrors of service under the ferocious Defterdar. The 
Bey, however, managed to cajole them with promises, and 
they returned to his palace, expecting to be better treated. 
They found the Bey seated on his divan in the Manderan 
or hall of audience, surrounded by the officers and 
kawasses whom interest had attached to his service. The 
young Mamelukes had given up the money which they 
had taken, and the Bey had it on the divan by his side. 
He now told them that if they would divide themselves 
into two parties and fight against each other, he would 
pardon the victorious party, present them with the bag of 
g^ld, and permit them to depart ; but that if they did not 
agree to this proposal he would kill them all. The Mame- 
lukes, finding they were entrapped, consented to the condi- 
tions of the Bey, and half their number were soon welter* 
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ing in their blood on the floor of the hall. When ikd 
conquerors claimed the promised reward, the Defteidar, 
who had now far superior numbers on his side, again 
commanded diem to divide and fight against each other. 
Again they fought in despair, preferring death by their 
own swords to the tortures which they knew the merciless 
Defterdar would inflict upon them now that he had got 
them completely in his power. At length only one Mame- 
luke remained, whom the Bey, with kind and encouraging 
words, ordered to approach, commending his valour and 
holding out to him the promised beg of gdd as his reward. 
As he aj^roached, stepping over the bodies of his compa- 
nions, who all lay dead or dyi^g on the floor, and held out 
his hands for the money, the Deflerdar, with a grim smile, 
made a sign to one of his kawasses, and the head of the 
young man rolled at the tyrant's feet. " Thus," said he, 
^< shall perish all who dare to ofiend Mohammed Bey." 

The Deflerdar was fond of justice^ after a fashion, and 
his mode of administering it was characteristic. A poor 
woman came before him and complained diat one of his 
kawasses had seized a cup of milk and drunk it, refusing 
to pay her its value, which she estimated at five paras (a 
para is the fortieth part of a piastre, which is worth about 
twopence-halfpenny). The sensitive justice of the Def- 
terdar was roused by this complaint. He asked the 
woman if she should know the person who had stolen her 
milk were she to see him again. The woman said she 
should ; upon which the whole household was drawn out 
before her, and looking round she fixed upon a man as the 
thief. "Very well," said the Deflerdar; "I hope you 
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$0^ mrfe of your man, and thiat you have not made a Mae 
ftccnsatioii tteferie me. He rfiall be ripped open, and if ^e 
mill is fbmid in his stomach, you diall receive your five 
piaras ; but if there fs no Milk found, you shall be ripped 
tip in turn for acctising one of ihy household unjustly.*' 
The unfortunate kawass was cut open on the spot ; some 
milk was ibund in him, and the woinan received her five 
paras. 

Another of his judicial sentences was rather an ordinal 
conception. A man in Upper Egypt stole a cow frcifn k 
widow, and having killed it, he cut it into twenty pieced, 
which he sold for a piastre each in tihe bazaar. The 
widow complained to the Defterdar, who seized the thief, 
and having without further ceremony cut him into twenty 
pieces, forced twenty people who came into the market <m 
that day from the neighbouring villages to buy a piece of 
thief each for a piastre ; the joints of the robber were thus 
distributed all over the country, and the story told by the 
involuntary purchasers of these pounds of flesh had a 
wholesome effect upon the minds of the cattle-stealers : 
the Wenty piiastres were given to the woman, whose cows 
were not again mecWled with during the lifetime of the 
Deflerdar. But the character of this man must not be 
taken as a sample of the habits of the Turks in general. 
They are a grave and haughty race, of dignified manners ; 
rapacious they often are, but they are generous and brave, 
and I do not think that, as a nation, they can be lEiocused 
of cruelty. 

Nothing can be more secure and peaceable tha^ a 
journey on the Nile, as every one knows nowadays. 
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Ftoatifig idoDg in h bottt like a hdute, wtiiail lAypi Itod 
goes oi!i wlien^rer jou like, yoa late tx> iMures t^ 
troubles Bdt Aose iirhidi yaa htiitg iir&k yott-^^ cttffum 
noQ anlnram mtrtant qui trans Mtire (^rrunt/' ) can 
eonceire noChing more d^fatfhl than h Voyage tip the 
Nile with agreeable companions in tli6 WikiteTi when 
the climate ia perfection. There &ie the lAoet wonderM 
antiquities ^r those who Interest themseHves fn (he 
remains of bygone days; fkmous ahootiAg on the bank)l 
of the river, capital dinners, If yon know hoW to iXiake the 
proper arrangements^ cdmlbrtahle quarterly and a eooMattl 
change of scene. 



The wonders of the land of Ham, its temples and its 
ruins, hare heen so well and so oilen dencrihed that 
I shall not attemipt to give any details regarding tli^m, 
but shall confine myself to some sketches of the Coptic 
Monasteries which are to be seen on the rocks and 
deserts, either on the hanks of the river or in th» nei^- 
Ibourhood of the valley of the Nile. 

The ancient Egyptians are now repretenitVl by their 
descendants the Copts, whose ancestors were ccnrerted to 
Christianity in the earliest ages, and wliose patriarchs 
claim their descent, in uninterrupted sucoessian, firom St. 
Mark, who was buried at Alexandria, but whose body Che 
Venetians in later ages boast of having transported to tha 
island city.* 

* A fragmelnt of the Gospel of St. MaiiE was fbihid ifi the toiifb 
which Was reputed to be his. DAmp and age have decayed this 
precious relic, of which only some small fragments remaiti; bol 
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The Copts look up to their patriarch as the chief of 
their nation: he is elected from among the brethren 
of the great monastery of St. Anthonj on the borders of 
the Red Sea, a proceeding which ensures his entire 
ignorance of all sublunary matters, and his consequent 
incapacity for his high and responsible office, unless he 
chance to be a man of very uncommon talents. Like the 
patriarch of Constantinople, he is usually a puppet in the 
hands of a cabal who make use of him for their own 
interested purposes, and when they have got him into a 
■crape leave him to get out of it as he can. He is called 
the Patriarch of Alexandria, but for many years his rem- 
dence has been at Cairo, where he has a large dreary 
palace. He is surrounded by priests and acol3rtes ; but 
when I was last at Cairo there was but one remaining 
Coptic scribe among them, whom I engaged to copy out 
the Grospel of St. Mark from an ancient MS. in the patri- 
archal library ; however, after a very long delay he 
copied out St. Matthew's Gospel by mistake, and I was 
told that there was no other person whose profession it 
was to copy Coptic writings. 

The patriarch has twelve bishops under him, whose 
residences are at Nagad6, Abou Girgfe, Aboutig, Siout, 
Girg6, Manfalout, Maharaka, the Fioum, Atfeh, Behenes6, 

an exact facsimile of it was made before it was destroyed. This 
facsimile is now in my possession : it is in Latin, and is written 
in double columns, on sixteen leaves of vellum, of a large quarto 
size, and proves that whoever transcribed the original must have 
been a proficient in the art of writing, for the letters are of great 
size and excellent formation, and in the style of the very earliest 
manuscripts. 
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and Jemsalem ; he also consecrates the Aboima or Patri- 
arch of Abjrsstniay who by a speoiAc law must not be a 
native of that country, and who has not the privilege of 
nanung his successor or consecrating archbishops or 
bi^ops, although in other respects his authority in 
religious matters is supreme. The Patriarch of Abys- 
sinia usually ordains two or three thousand priests at once 
on his first arrival in that country, and the unfitness 
of the individual appointed to this high office hat 
sometimes caused much scandal. This has arisen 
from the difficulty tiiere nas often been in getting a 
respectable person to accept the office, as it involves 
perpetual banishment from Egypt, and a residenpe 
among a people whose partiality to raw meat and other 
peculiar customs are held as abominations by the 
£g3rptians. 

The usual trade and occupation of the Copts is that 
of kateb, scribe, or accountant; they seem to have a 
natural talent £)r arithmetic. They appear to be more 
afflicted with ophthalmia than the Mahomedans, per. 
haps because they drink wine and spirits, which the 
others do not. 

The person of the greatest consequence among the 
Copts was Basileos Bey, the Pasha's confidential secretary 
and minister of finance. This gentleman was good 
enough to lend me a magnificent dahabieh or boat of the 
largest size, which I used for many months. It was an 
old-fashioned vessel, painted and gilt inside in a brilliant 
manner, which is not usual in more modern boats ; but 
being a person of a fanciful disposition, I preferred tht 



Digitized by 



Google 



M AMXRICAN's CHOICI op 1^ SLBPIKO-PLACE. Oblp. Vf. 

rddtny yropMftk w g and the qndtit srlibes^ue onia inwits of 
this lolc^ iMMWgh it was no very faiA Bailer^ to the naitj 
V«8i6li wMch ^e^ nxn^ £^aTOfleaniBed end quicker titan 
mine* l%e principal oabtn was about ten feet hy twehre, 
and wiftS ornamented witli paintingn of peacockrbf a peculiar 
breed and nondeiteript flowers. The divans, one on each 
side, Were covei^ed with fine carpets, and the cnshions were 
of cloth of gold, with a raised pattern of red vdvet. The 
ceilings were gilt, and we had two red silk fiags of prO- 
digioitt dimensions in addition to streamen forty or fifty 
feet long at the end of each of the yard-arms : in short, it 
was fnll of what is called fantasia in the Levant, and as 
for its slowness, I consider that an advantage in the East. 
I like to take my time and look about me, and sit under a 
ttee on a carpet when I get to an agreeable place, and I 
am in no hurry to leave il ; so the heavy qualities of the 
vessel suited me exactly — ^we did nothing but at6p every- 
where. But although I confess that I like deliberate 
travelling, I do not carry my system to the extent of an 
American friend with whom I once jouirtieyed frbm the 
shores of ihe Black Sea to Hungary. We wete taking a 
walk together in the mountains near Mahadia, when seeing 
him looking about among the rocks I asked him what he 
wanted. "Oh," said he, "I am looking out for a good 
place to go to sleep in, for there is a beautiful view here, 
and I like to sleep Where there is a fine prospect, that I 
may enjoy it when I awake ; to good afternoon, and if you 
come back this way mind you call me." Accordingly an 
hour or two afterwards I came baok and aroused my 
lUend, who Was still fast asleep. " I hope you enjoyed 
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your nap/' said I ; *^ we had a glorious walk among the 
hills." << Yes," said he, <' I had a famous nap." « And 
what did jou think of the view when jou awoke f" 
« The view !" exclaimed he, « why, I forgot to look at it !" 
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NATRON LAKES. 



CHAPTER VIL 

Visit to the Coptic Monasteries near the Natron Lakes— The De 
sert of Nitria^Early Christian Anchorites— St. Macarius of Alex- 
andria — His Abstinence and Penance — Order of Monks founded 
by him — Great increase of the Number of ascetic Monks in the 
Fourth Century — Their subsequent decrease, and the present 
ruined state of the Monasteries— Legends of the Desert— Capture 
of a Lizard — Its alarming escape — The Convent of Baramous— 
Night attacks— Invasion of Sanctuary— Ancient Glass Lamps — 
Monastery of Souriani — Its Library and Coptic MSS. — The Blind 
Abbot and his Oil-cellar— The persuasive powers of Rosoglio- • 
Discovery of Syriac MSS. — ^The Abbot's supposed treasure. 

In the month of March, 1837, I left Cairo for the purpose 
of visiting the Coptic monasteries in the neighbourhood of 
the Natron lakes, which are situated in the desert to the 
north-west of Cairo, on the western side of the Nile. 1 
had some difficulty in procuring a boat to take me down 
the river — indeed there was not one to be obtained ; bat 
two English gentlemen, on their way from China to Eng- 
land, were kind enough to give me a passage in their boat 
to the village of Terran6, the nearest spot upon the banks 
of the Nile to the monasteries which I proposed to visit. 

The Desert of Nitria is famous in the annals of monas- 
tic history as the first place to which the Anchorites, in 
the early ages of Christianity, retired from the world in 
order to pass their lives in prayer and contemplation, and 
in mortification of the flesh. It was in Egypt where 
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mcmasticism first took its rise, and the Coptic mooastenes 
of St. Anthony and St. Paul claim to be founded on the 
s{)ots where the first hermits established their cells on the 
shores of the Red Sea. Next in pdnt of antiquity are the 
monasteries of Nitria, of which we have authentic accounts 
dated as far back as the middle of the second century ; for 
about the year 150 a.d. Fronto retired to the valleys of the 
Natron lakes with seventy brethren in his company. The 
Abba Ammon (whose life is detailed in the ' Vitse Patrum' 
of Rosweyd, Antwerp, 1628, a volume of great rarity and 
dulness, which I only obtained after a long search among 
the mustiest of the Liondon book-stalls) flourished, or rather 
withered, in this desert in the beginning of the fourth cen- 
tury. At this time also the Abba Bischoi founded the 
monastery still called after his name, which, it seems, was 
Isaiah or Esa : the Coptic article Pe or Be makes it Besa, 
under which name he wrote an ascetic work, a manuscript 
of which, probably almost if not quite as old as his time, 
I procured in Egypt. It is one of the most ancient manu- 
scripts now extant. 

But the chief and pattern of all the recluses of Nitria 
was the great St. Macarius of Alexandria, whose feast- 
day — a day which he never observed himself — b still kept 
by the Latins on the 2nd, and by the Greeks on the 19th 
of January. This famous saint died a.d. 394, after sixty 
years of austerities in various deserts : he first retired into 
the Thebaid in the year 335, and about the year 373 
established himself in a solitary cell on the borders of the 
Natron lakes. Numerous anchorites followed his example, 
all liyipg separately, but meeting together on Sundays foi . 
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pablic prayer. Self-denial and abstinence were their 
great occupations : and it is related that a trateller having 
giren St. Maoariud a bunch of grapes, he sent it to another 
brother, Who sent it to a third, and at last, the grapes 
hayii^ passed through the hands of senme hundreds of 
hermits, came back to St. Macarius, who rejcdded at such 
a proof of the abstinence of his brethren, but refused to 
eat of it himself. This same saint having thoughtlessly 
killed a gnat which was biting him, he was so unhappy 
at what he had done, that to make amends fbr his ihadver- 
tency, and to increase his mortifications^ he retired to the 
marshes of Scete, where there Were flies Whose powerful 
^ngs Were sufficient to pierce the hide of a wild ^oar ; 
here he remained sijc months, till his body was so much 
disfigured that his brethren oh his return odly knew him 
by the sound of his voice. JEIe Was the founder of the 
monastic order which, as well as the monastery still ex- 
isting aa the mte of his cell. Was called after his name. 
By their rigid rule the monks are bound to fast tfje whole 
year, excepting on Sundays and during the period betwiecii 
Eastei^ and Whitisuntide ; they Were hot to speak to a stnoi- 
ger without leave. During Lent St. Macarius &sted ad 
day, and sometimi^s eat nothing for two or threfe days to- 
gether ; on Sundays, however, he indulged in a raw cab- 
bage-leaf, and in short set such an example of abstinence 
and self-restraint to the numerous anchorites of the desert, 
that the fame of his austerities gained him ihany admirers. 
Throughout the middle agdS his name is ijientioned with 
veneri^ion in all the coliectlons of ^e lives of the saints: 
he !s repreMn«0d pc^O^ dift the irkiM^ ol* ^ fb lh# 
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great fresooof Uie Triumph of Death, by Aadrea Oroagpa, 
In the Campo Santo at Pisa. In his Life in Gaston's 
' Golden Legencb/ and in < The Lives of the Fathers,' by 
Wynkyn de Worde, a detailed account viU be found of a 
imostinteresting oonversalion whicsh Maowrius had with the 
devil, touching divers matters. Several of his miracles 
are also put into UKxiem English, in Lc^d Lindsay's book 
of Chri^an Art. I have a MS. of the Gci^>els in Coptic, 
written by the hand of (me Zapita Leporos^ under -the rule 
of the great Macarius, in the inonastery of Laura, about 
the year 390, and which may iiave been used by die Saint 
himself. 

A^r the time of Maoadus the number of ascetic monks 
increased to a surprising amount. IQLuiinus, wjbo visited 
them in tibe year 872, mentions My of their convents ; 
Pdladius, who was there in Ihe year d87, reckons the 
devotees at five thousand. St. Jerome also vistted them, 
and their number seems to have been kept up without 
much diminution for several centuries.* After the con- 
quest of Egypt by Ae Arabians, and about the year 067, a 
Mahomedan author, Aboul Faraj of Hispahan, wrote a 
book of poems, called the * Book of Convents,' which is 
in praise of the habits and religious devotion of the Chris- 
tian monks. The dilapidated monastery of St. Macarius 
was repaired and fortified by Sanutius, Patriarch of Alex, 
andria, at which good work he laboured with his own 
hands : this must have been about the year 880, as he died 
in 881. In more recent times the multitude of ascetics 

* 4i«e ^loarterly Review, vol. Uwrii. ^. .4& 
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gradually decreased, and but few travellers have extended 
their researches to their arid haunts. At present only 
four monasteries remain entire, although the ruins of 
many others may still be traced in the desert tracks on 
the west side of the line of the Natnm lakes, and the 
valley of the waterless river, which, at some very remote 
period, is supposed to have formed the bed of one of the 
branches of the Nile. 

At the village of Temm6 1 was most hospitably reeeiyed 
by an Italian gentleman, who was superintending the ex- 
port of the natrmi. Here I procured camels ; I had 
brought a tent with me ; and the next day we set off 
across the plain, with the Arabs to whom the camels 
belonged, and who, having been employed in the transport 
of the natron, were able to show us the way, which it 
would have been very difficult to trace without their help. 
The memory of the devils and evil spirits who, according 
to numerous legends, used formerly to haunt this desert, 
seemed still to awaken the fears of these Arab guides. 
During the first day's journey I talked to them on the 
subject, and found that their minds were full- of supersti- 
tious fancies. 

It is said that tailors sometimes stand up to rest them- 
selves, and on that principle I had descended from my 
huge, ungainly camel, who had never before been used for 
riding, and whose swinging paces were very irksome, and 
was resting myself by walking in his shade, when seeing 
something run up to a large stone which lay in the way, I 
moved it to see what it was. I found a lizard, six or eight 
inches long, of a species with which I was unacquainted. 
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I caught the reptile hy the nape of the neck, which made 
him open his ugly mouth in a curious way, and he wrig- 
gled about so much that I could hardly hold him. Judg- 
ing that he might be venomous, I looked about for some 
safe place to put him, and my eye fell upon the large 
glass lantern which was used in the tent ; that, I thought, 
was just the thing for my lizard, so I put him into 
the lantern, which hung at the side of the baggage camel, 
intending to examine him at my leisure in the evening. 
When the sun was about to set, the tent was pitched, and 
a famous fire lit for the cook. It was in a bare, open 
place, without a hill, stock, or stone in sight in any direc- 
tion all around. The camels were tethered together, near 
the baggage, which was piled in a heap to the windward 
of the fire ; and, as it was getting dark, one of the Arabs 
took the lantern to the fire to light it. He got a blazing 
stick for this purpose, and held up the lantern close to hit 
face to undo the hasp, which he had no sooner accom- 
plished than out jumped the lizard upon his shoulder 
and immediately made his escape. The Arab, at this 
unexpected .attack, gave a fearful yell, and dashing the 
lantern to pieces on the ground, screamed out that the 
devil had jumped upon him and had disappeared in 
the darkness, and that he was certain he was waiting to 
carry us all off. The other Arabs were seriously alarmed, 
and for a long while paid no attention to my explanation 
about the lizard, which was the cause of all the disturb- 
ance. The worst of the affair was that the lantern being 
broken to bits, we could have no light ; for the wind blew 
liie oancQes out, notwithstanding our most ingenious efforts 
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lo Bhelter them. The Arabs were restless all night, |i^d 
before sunrise we were again under way, and in the course 
of the day arrived at the convent of Baramous. Thi|i 
monastery cqnsiQted of fi higlji ^itone wall, surrounding a 
square enclosure of about ^n acre in e^Ltent. A large 
square tower commanded the narrow entrance, whidi was 
closed by a low and q^utow iron dopr. Within there was 
ft good-sized church in tolerable preservc^tion, stfu;iding 
neaiiy in the centre of the enclosure, which contained 
nothing else but some ruined buildings and a few large 
fig-trees, growing out of the disjointed walls. "JTwo or 
three poorJooking moD^ still tenanted the ruins of 
tiie abbey. They hiwi hardly anythii^ to o&r us, and 
were ^lad to partaj^e of some of the rice and other eatables 
which we had brou^t with us. I wandered about amoi^ 
the ruins with the half-starved monks following me. We 
went into the square tower, wherry in a large vaulted room 
wJWi open unglased windows, were forty or fifty CJoptic 
manuscripts on cotton paper lyvg^g on the ^oor, to which 
several of them adhered firmly, no^ having beeQ .moved 
for many yeacs. [I only found one leaf on y;el\um, which 
I brought Away. The othe^ man^iscripts ^ppe^red to be 
all Htuigies ; ^most of them smelling of i];icense whe^ ^ 
opened them, and well smeai:e4 W^h dirt and waf from the 
candles whicth bad been held over t|ien(i during the^e^ding 
of the service. 

I took possession qf ,fi.half-ru^ied ce^, where my carpet^ 
were sprewl, and wheire ^ went to sleep early in the even- 
ing ; but I h»d hftrdly closqd my eyes before I w:as,so bTOjc. 
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up and ran out into the court to shake myself and get rid 
if I could of my tormentors. The poor monks, hearing 
my exclamations, crept out of their holes and recom- 
mended me to go into the church, which they said 
would be safe from the attacks of the enemy. I accord- 
ingly took a carpet which I had well shaken and beaten, 
and lay down on the marble floor of the church, where I 
nresently went to sleep. Again I was awakened by the 
wicked fleas, who, undeterred by the sanctity of my asy- 
lum, renewed their attack in countless legions. The 
daps I gave myself were all in vain ! for, although I slew 
them by dozens in my rage, others came on in their place. 
There was no withstanding them, and, fairly vanquished, 
I was forced to abandon my position, and walk about and 
look at the moon till the sun rose, when my villainous 
tormentors slunk away and allowed me a short snatch 
.of repose which they had prevented my enjoying all night 
There were several curious lamps in this church formed 
of ancient glass like those in the mosque of Sultan 
Hassan at Cairo, which are said to be of the same date 
as the mosque, and to be of Syrian manufacture. These, 
which were in the shape of large open vases, were oma- 
mented with pious sentences in Arabic characters, in blue 
on a white ground.* They were very handsome, and, 
except one of the same kind, which is now in England, in 
the possession of Mr. Magniac, I never saw any like them. 

♦ It is perhaps more likely that these beautiful specimens of 
ancient glass were made in the island of Murano, in the lagunes 
of Venice, as the manufactories of the Venetians supplied the Ma* 
hcnaedans with many luxuries in the middle ages 

4 



Digitized by 



Google 



74 XONASTEBT OF SOTTEUNI. Qi^. Yi^ 

They are probably aonoe of the most ancieat ^cimoin^ 
of ornamental glass existing, excepting, of course, the 
Tases and lachrymatories of the classic times. 

Quitting the monastery of Baramous, we went ta that 
of Souriani, where we left our baggage and ten^ and pro- 
ceeded to visit the monasteriee of An^ Bischoa and Aboo 
Magar, w St. Macariup, bdfa of whidb were in very poor 
condition. These nxmasterie? are so muoh all^ ^i^ their 
plan and appearance, that the desoiiptioe of one la the 
description oi all. I saw none but the c^urdi books ia 
either c^ them, and at the time oC npy visit they wer^ 
apparently inhabited only by three of foiw monks, who 
conducted the services of their respective t^uirc^es. 

On this journey we passed nmny ruine and heaps of 
stones nearly level with the ground, the remains of some 
of the My monasteries whidi once fiourii^ed in the 
wilderness of Scete. 

In the evening I returned to Souriani, where I was 
hospitably received by the abbot and fourteen or fifteen 
Coptic monks. They provided me with an agreeable room 
looking into the garden within the walls* My servants 
were lodged in some other small ceHsor rooms near mine, 
which haf^ily not being tenanted by fiaas. or any other 
wild beasts of prey, was exceedingly oomfertable whea 
my bnght^coloured carpets and cushions were spread upon 
the floor; and, after the adventures, of the two. fixrmer 
nights, I rested in great comfort and peace. 

In the morning 1 went to see the church and all the 
other wonders of the place, and oa making ini^ries about 
the library, was conducted by the old abbot, who 
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bMnd, and was constantly aooompanied by anotker motikf 
mta a small upper room in the great square tower, wkere 
we found several Coptic manuscripts. Most of these wew 
lying on the floor, but some were placed in niches m the 
stone wall. They were all on paper, except three or four. 
One of these was a superb manuscript of the Gospeb^ 
with commentaries by the early fathers of the church ; 
two others were doing duty as coverings to a couple of 
large open pots or jars, which had contained preserves, 
long since evaporated. I was allowed to pmrchase tliese 
vellum manuscripts, as they were consnfered to be usefeas 
by the monks, principally I believe because them w^sie no 
more preserves in the jars. On the floor I found a ftae 
Cbptic and Arabic dictionary. I was aware of Ae exis^ 
ence of this volume, with which they re&sed to parf. I 
placed it in one of the niches in the wall ; and someyeartr 
aflerwards it was purchased fbr me by a friend, who sent 
if to England after it had been copied at Cairo. They 
sold me two imperfect dictionaries, which I discovered 
loaded with dust upon the ground. Besides these, I Hi 
not see any other books but those of the Hturgier ftr 
various holy days. These were large fblios on cottoff 
paper, most of diem of considisrable antiquity, and well 
begrimed with dirt. 

The old blind abbot had sofemniy declared that thww 
were no other books in the monastery besides titose which 
I had seen ; but I had been toH, by a French* gendemaa 
at Cairo, that thei^ were many ancient manuscripts in Hbm 
moi^' oil cellar ; and it was in the pursuit of these and^ 
die Coptic dictbnary &at I hod undisrtakent tbe jewmey «» 
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the Natron lakes. The abbot positively denied the exist* 
enoe of these books, and we retired from the library to 
my room with the Coptio manuscripts which they had 
ceded to me without difficulty ; and which, according to 
the dates contained in them, and from their general 
appearance, may claim to be considered among the oldest 
manuscripts in existence, more ancient certainly than 
many of the Syriac MSS. which I am about to describe. 

The abbot, his companion, and myself sat down 
together. I produced a bottle of rosoglio from my stores, 
to which I knew that all Oriental monks were partial ; for 
though they do not, I believe, drink wine because an 
excess in its indulgence is forbidden by Scripture, yet 
ardent spirits not having been invented in those times, 
there is nothing said about them in the Bible ; and at 
Mount Sinai and all the other spots of sacred pilgrimage 
the monks comfort themselves with a little glass or rather 
a small coffee cup of arrack or raw spirits when nothing 
better of its kind is to be procured. Next to the golden 
key, which masters so many locks, there is no better 
opener of the heart than a sufficiency of strong drink,^- 
not too much, but exactly the proper quantity judiciously 
exhibited (to use a chemical term in the land of Al 
Ch6m6, where alchemy and chemistry first had their 
origin). I have always found it to be invincible; and 
now we sat sipping our cups of the sweet pink rosoglio, 
and firing little compliments at each other, and talking 
pleasantly over our bottle till some time passed away, and 
the face of the blind abbot waxed bland and confiding ; 
and he had that expression on his countenance which men 
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wear when they are pleased with themaelves and bear 
goodwill towards mankind in general. I had by the by a 
great advantage over the good abbot, as I could see the 
workings of his features and he could not see mine, or 
note my eagerness about the oil-cellar, on the subject of 
which I again gradually entered. "There is no oil 
there," said he. " I am curious to see the architecture of 
so ancient a room," said I ; " for I have heard that yours 
is a famous oil-cellar." << It is a famous cellar," said the 
other monk. " Take another cup of rosoglio," said L 
" Ah !" replied he, " I remember the days when it over- 
flowed with oil, and then there were I do not know how 
many brethren here with as. But now we are few and 
poor ; bad times are come over us : we are not what we 
used to be." "I should like to see it very much," 
said I; "I have heard so much about it even at 
Cairo. Let us go and see it; and when we come 
back we will have another bottle ; and I will give 
you a few more which I have brought with me for your 
private use." 

This last argument prevailed. We returned to the 
great tower, and ascended the steep flight of steps which 
led to its door of entrance. We then descended a narrow 
staircase to the oil-cellar, a handsome vaulted room, 
where we found a range of immense vases which formerly 
contained the oil, but which now on being struck returned 
a mournful, hollow sound. There was nothing else to be 
seen : there were no books here : but taking the candle 
from the hands of one of the brethren (for they had all 
wandered in afler us, having nothing else to do), I dis- 
oovered a narrow low door, and^ pushing it open, entered 
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into a small closet raulted with stone whioh was filled to 
tiie d^pth of two feet or more with the loose leaves of the 
Sjrriao raamiscripts which now fenn one of the chief 
treasores of the British Museum. Hem I remained hr 
some thns tamiog over the leav«s and digging into the 
mass of loose vellum pages ; by whioh exertions i raised 
such a cloud of fine pungent dust that the monks 
x^elieved each other in holding our only candle at the 
door, while the dust made us sneeze incessantly as we 
turned over the scattered leaves of vellum. I had 
extracted feur books, the only ones I could find which 
seemed to be t<^erably perfect^ when two monks who 
were strugglii^ in the comer pulled out a great big 
manuscript of a brown and musty appearance and of 
prodigious weight, which was tied together with a cord. 
** Here is a box !" exclaimed the two monks, who were 
nearly choked with the dust; '<we have found a boX| 
and a heavy one too!" "A box!" shouted the blind 
abbot, who was standing in the outer darkness of the 
oil-cellar — *^ A box ! Where is it ? Bring it cut ! bring 
out the box! Heaven be praised! We have feuad 
a treasure ! Lift up the box ! Pull out the box ! 
A box I A box I Sandouk ! sandouk !" shouted aU 
the monks in various tones of voice. ** Now then 
let us see the box! bring it out to the light!" 
they cried I << What can there be in it ?" and 
they all came to help and carried it away up ^the 
stairsy the blind abbot £)llowing them to the outer 
door, leaving me to retrace my steps as I could 
with the volumes wiucfa I bad dug out of their 
Iterary grave. 
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CHAPTER VIH. 

View from the ConFent Wall — Appearance of tke Desert— Its 
fnmdett titi. ft^^dotti^Itl contrMt to the Comrent Garden— 
Beauty and Inxurianoe of Eastern Vegetetion^Pictiiresqne Grovqp 
of the Monks and their Visitors — ^The Abyssinian Monks — Their 
appeara&ce — ^Ihcir austere Imode of Life — ^The Ahyssinian C61- 
tege-*-DMeri|>tiK>n of the Libnnry-^Tlie mode ef writiBn in Abys- 
einia — Immense Labour required to write an Abyssinian book — 
Paintings and Uluminations — Disappointment of the Abbot at 
finding the skjiposed Trcastire-box only an oM Book— Purchase 
of the MSS. aiHl Books— The most precious left behind— Since 
acquired for the British Museum. 

On Ibaying tkt dark recesses of the tower I paused at the 
BarfDw door l^ which we had filtered, both te aoeustora 
ny eyes t^ the §lar6 of the daylight, and to look at the 
scene below »e. I stood en the top of a steep flight of 
atone at^s, hy which the door of the tow^ was apppoach- 
4d from tlie isoart of the monastery : the steps ran up the 
inside of the outer wall, which was of sufficient thickness 
to allow of s narrow terrace within the parapet ; from 
this point I could look orer the wall on the left hand upon 
the dewrt, whose dusty plains stretched out as far as I 
eo«tld 9m, ih hot and dreary loneliness to the hortcon. 
To those who ste not familiar with the aspect of such a 
legion as this, h may he well to explain that a desert such 
as that Which now suttounded me resemMes mot« than 
ati3rthing eh«i a dusty tumpike-road in England on a hot 
summer's dsy, extended interminably, both as io length 
aiid breadth. A feountry of low rounded hills, the surface 
tgiir]adk ib mHo^ftmA ^Ai^y irf* gravei^ dnst^ and Moties, 
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will give a good idea of the general aspect of a desert. 
Yet, although parched and dreary in the extreme from 
their vastness and openness, there b something grand and 
sublime in the silence and loneliness of these burning 
plains ; and the wandering tribes of Bedouins who inhabit 
them are seldom ccHitent to remain long in the narrow 
inclosed confines of cultivated land. There is always a 
fresh breeze in the desert, except when the terrible hot 
wind blows ; and the air is more elastic and pure than 
where vegetation produces exhalations which in all hot 
climates are more or less heavy and deleterious. The air 
of the desert is always healthy, and no race of men en- 
joy a greater exemption from weakness, sickness, and dis- 
ease than the children of the desert, who pass their lives 
in wandering to and fro in search of the scanty herbage on 
which their fk>cks are fed, far from the cares and troubles 
of busy cities, and free from the oppression which grinds 
down the half-starved cultivators of the fertile soil of 
Egypt. 

Whilst from my elevated position I looked out on my 
left upon the mighty desert, on my right how different 
was the scene ! There below my feet lay the convent 
garden in all the fresh luxuriance of tropical vegetation. 
Tufts upon tufis of waving palms overshadowed the im- 
mense succulent leaves of the banana, which in their turn 
rose out of thickets of the pomegranate rich with its 
bright green leaves and its blossoms of that beautiful and 
vivid red which is excelled by few even of the most oril- 
liant jflowers of the East. These were contrasted with the 
deep dark green of the oaroub or locust tree ; and the 
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yellow apples of the lotus vied with the clusters of green 
limes with their sweet white flowers which luxuriated in 
a climate too hot and sultry for the golden fruit of the 
cnrange, which is not to be met with in the valley of the 
Nile. Flowers and fair branches exhaling rich perfume 
and bearing freshness in their very aspect became more 
beautifiil from their contrast to the dreary arid plains out- 
side the convent walls, and this great difference was owing 
solely to there being a well of water in this spot from 
which a horse or mule was constantly employed to draw 
the fertilizing streams which nourished the teeming vege- 
tation of this monastic garden. 

I stood gazing and moralizing at these contrasted scenes 
for some time; but at length when I turned my eyes 
upon my companion and myself, it struck me that we also 
were somewhat remarkable in our way. First there was 
the old blind grey-bearded abbot, leaning on his staff, sur- 
lX)unded with three or four dark robed Coptic monks, 
holding in their hands the lighted candles with which we 
had explored the secret recesses of the oil-cellar ; there 
was I dressed in the long robes of a merchant of the East, 
with a small book in the breast of my gown and a big one 
under each arm ; and there were my servants armed to 
the teeth and laden with old books ; and one and all we 
were so covered with dirt and wax from top to toe, that 
we looked more as if we had been up the chimney than like 
quiet people engaged in literary researches. One of the 
monks was leaning in a brown study upon the ponderous 
and gigantic volume in its primaeval binding, in the inte- 
rior of which the blind abbot had hoped to find a treasure. 

4* 
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P«rriied ufoa the battlements of this remote BMXoarterj 
we formed ss pictureaque a group as one might wish to 
8se ; thoagh perhaps the begrimed stale of our Aprnkkg 
robes as well as of onr haads and faoes wotdd render a 
somewhat remote point of mw more agreeable to Hm 
artist thaa a closer inspection. 

While we had been standing on the top of the step% I 
had heard from time to thne some incomprehensible somiis 
which asemed to arise from among the green branches of 
the pahns and fig-trees in a comer of the garden at onr 
feet '^ What/' said I to a bearded Copt, who was seated 
on the steps, " is that strange howling noise which I hetf 
among the treee? I have heard it sereral times when the 
rustling of the wind among the branches has died away 
for a moment. It soumls something like a chant, or m 
dismal moaning soi^ : only it is different in its cadence 
fiom anything I hare heard before." ''That noisey*^ 
replied the monk, '^ is the sound of the service c^ die 
chnreh which is b^ng chanted by the Abyannian monks* 
Come down the steps and I will show you their chapel and 
their library. The monastery which they frequented in 
tys deseit has Mien to decay ; and ^ey now live hern, 
their numbevs being recruited occasionally by pilgrims eft 
^eir way from Abyssinia to Jerusalem, some of whom 
pass by each year ; not many now, to be sure ; but still 
fewer return to their own land." 

Giving up my predoue manuscripts tk> ihe guardianshif^ 
>f my servants and desiring them to put ti^em down care* 
AiUy in my oell, I accompanied my Coptic ftiend into the 
garden, and tunihig roimd some bushcflf, we immediatdy 
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encountered one of the Abyssinian monks walking with k 
book in his hand under the shade of the trees. Presently 
we saw three or foUr more ; and very remarkable lookii^ 
persons they were« These holy brethren were as black 
as cfx>ws ; tall, ihi% ascetic looking men of a m6st origi- 
nal aspect and costume. I have seen Ae natives of n^any 
strange nations, both before and sinc6, but I do not know 
that t ever met with so singular a set of men, so completely 
the types of another age and of a tiitate of things the opp6. 
cdte to European, as thesid AbyssitiiaU Eremites. They 
were black, as I have already said, which is not the usual 
complexion of th^ natives of Itabesh ; ahd they were all 
clothed in tunics of wash leather made, they told ttie, of 
gazelle skins. This garment came down to their knees, 
and was confined round their ^aist With a leathern girdle. 
Over their shoulders they had a strap supporting a case 
like a cartridge-box, of thick bft)Wn leather, containing a 
manuscript book ; and above this they wore a large shape- 
less cloak or toga, of the same light yellow wash leather 
as the tunic ; I do not think that they wore anything oft 
the head, but this I do not distinctly remember. Their 
legs were bare, and th6y had no other clothing, if I may 
except a profuse smearing of grease ; for they had anointed 
themselves in the most lavish manner, not with the oil of 
gladness, but with that; of castoi*, which however had by 
no means the efiect of giving them a cheeriul countenance ; 
for although they looked exceedingly slippery and greasy, 
they seemed to be an austere and dismal set of fanatics : 
true dbciples of the great MacariUs, th6 founder of these 
secluded monasteries, and excellently calculated to figure in 
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that grim cborus of his invention, or at least which is called 
after his name, " La danse Macabre," known to us by the 
appellatbn of the Dance of Death. They seemed to be 
men who fasted much and feasted little ; great observers 
were they of vigils, of penance, of pilgrimages, and mid- 
night masses ; eaters of bitter herbs for conscience' sake. 
It was such men as these who lived on the tops of columns,, 
and took up their abodes in tombs, and thought it was a 
sign of holiness to look like a wild beast — ^that it was 
wicked to be clean, and superfluous to be useful in this 
world ; and who did evil to themselves that good might 
come. Poor fellows ! they meant well, and knew no 
better ; and what nK>re can be said for the endeavours of 
the best of men ? 

Accompanied by a still increasing number of these wild 
priests we traversed the shady garden, and came to a 
building with a flat roof, which stood in the south-east cor- 
ner of the enclosure and close to the outer wall. This was 
the college or consistory of the Abyssinian monks, and the 
accompanying sketch made upon the spot will perhaps 
explain the appearance of this room better than any written 
description. The round thing upon the floor is a table 
upon which the dishes of their frugal meal were set ; by 
the side of this low table we sat upon the ground on the 
skin of some great wild beast, which did duty as a carpet. 
This room was also their library, and on my remarking 
the number of books which I saw around me they seemed 
proud of their collection, and told me that there were not 
many such libraries as this in their country. There were 
perhaps nearly fi% volumes, and as the entire literature 
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of Abyssinia does not include more than double that num- 
ber of works, I could eaedly imagine that what I saw 
around me formed a very considerable accumulatioQ of 
manuscripts, considering the barbarous state of the coun- 
try from which they came. 

The dispositicm of the manuscripts in this library was 
very original. I have had no means of ascertaining 
whether all the libraries of Abyssinia are arranged in the 
same style. 'Hie room was about, twenty-six feet long, 
twenty wide, and twelve high ; the roof was formed of the 
trunks of palm trees, across which reeds were laid, which 
supported the mass of earth and plaster, of which the 
terrace roof was composed ; the interior of the walls was 
plastered white with lime ; the windows, at a good height 
from the ground, were unglazed, but were defended with 
bars of iron-wood or some other hard wood; the door 
opened intcf the garden, and its lock, which was of wood 
also, was of that peculiar construction which has been 
used in Egypt from time immemorial. A wooden shelf 
was carried in the Egyptian style round the walls, at the 
height of the t(^ of the door, and on this shelf stood 
sundry platters, bottles, and dishes for the use of the com* 
munity. Underneath the shelf various long wooden pegs 
projected from the wall ; they were each about a foot and 
a half long, and on them hung the Abyssinian manu- 
scripts, of which this curious library was entirely com- 



The books of Abyssinia are bound in the usual way, 
sometimes in red leather and sometimes in wooden boards, 
which are occasionally elaborately carved in rude and 
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cterse deVloes ; they are then ^ftdosed in & ca^^ tied up 
witfi leather thongs ; to this ease is attached k strap fer 
the oonvei^nce of earfying the rolume over tiie shonldersi 
and hy these straps the books MFere hting to th^ wooden 
pegs, three or four on a peg, or tnote if the books i^etb 
sthM : ^ir usuai ste^ Vras that of a stnall, yety thick 
quarto. The appearance of the room, fitted up in thid 
style, together with tiie presence of various loiig staves, 
Bodk aM the monks of i^ the Oriental ehurohes lean upon 
at the tiMe of prayer, resembled less a library than a 
barrack or guard-room, where the soldiers had hung their 
knapsacks and cartridge-boxes against the wall. 

All the members of this church militant 6onld read 
fluently out of their own books, which is more than the 
Copts could do in whose monastery they were sojourning. 
Two or diree, with whom I spoke, were intelligent men, 
although not much enlightened as to the afisdra of this 
world : the perfume of their leather garments and o^ 
bolcBes was, however, rather too powerful for my olfactory 
nerves, and afler making a slight sketch of their library 
I was glad to escape into the open air of the beautifiil 
garden, where I luxuriated in the shade of the palms and 
the pomegranates. The strange costumes and Wild appear* 
ance of these black monks, and the curious arrangement 
of their library, the uncouth sounds of their singing and 
howling) and the clash of their cymbals in the ancient 
convent of the Natron lakes, formed a scene such as I 
bdieve few Europeans have witnessed. 

The labour required to write an Abyssinian book is 
iiMneBie» and sometimes many yean are ocmsuHMd in th* 
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prepanLti<m of a skigle volunde. They aie atttost dl 
wirftten upon tkhm ; the onl j one not writt^ upon Telltim 
tliat I hare met with is in my own possesBlon ; it is on charts 
botnbycina. The ink wfaidi they use is oomposed of gum, 
lampblacki and water. It is jet Mack, and keeps its 
colour for ever : indeed in tiiis respect all Oriental inks 
are infinitely superior to ours, and they have the addi* 
tional advantage of not being corrosire or injurious either 
to the pen or paper. Their pen is ^ i^ed comnxmly 
used in the East, only the nib is made sharper than that 
which is required to write the Arabic character. The 
ink-horn is usually the small end of a cow's horn, which 
is stui^ into the ground at the feet of the scribe. In the 
most ancient Greek frescos and illuminations this kind of 
ink-horn is the one generally represented, and it seems 10 
have been usually inserted in a hcAe in the writing-dedc : 
no writing-desk, however, is in use among the children of 
Habesh. Seated upon the ground, the square piece of^ 
thick greasy vellum is held upon the knee or on the palm 
of the left hand. 

The Abyssinian alphabet consists of 8 times 20 letters, 
208 characters in all, and these are each written distinctly 
and separately like the letters of an Eurc^au printed 
bode. They have no cursive writing; each letter n 
therefore painted, as it Were, with the reed pen, tnd as 
the scribe finishes each he usually makes a h(»^ble face 
and gives a triumphant flourish with his pen. Thus he 
goes on letter by letter, and before he gets to tlie end of 
the first line he is probably in a perspiration from Ms 
nervous apprehensi(»i of the importance of his undeityu 
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ing. One page is a good day's work, and when he has 
done it he generally, if he is not too stiff, follows the cus- 
tom of all little Arah hoys, and swings his head or his 
hody from side to side, keeping time to a sort of nasal 
recitative, without the help of which it would seem that 
few can read even a chapter of the Koran, although they 
may know it hy heart. 

Some of these manuscripts are adorned with the 
quaintest and grimmest illuminations conceivable. The 
colours are composed of various ochres. In general the 
outlines of the figures are drawn first with the pen. The 
paint brush is made by chewing the end of a reed till it is 
reduced to filaments and then nibbling it into a proper 
form : the paint brushes of the ancient Egyptians were 
made in the same way, and excellent brooms for common 
purposes are made at Cairo by beating the thick end of a 
palm-branch till the fibres are separated from the pith, the 
part above, which is not beaten, becoming the handle of 
the broom. The Abyssinian having nibbled and chewed 
his reed till he thinks it will do, proceeds to fill up the 
spaces between the inked outlines with his colours. The 
Blessed Virgin is usually dressed in blue ; the complexion 
of the figures is a brownish red, and those in my posses- 
sion have a curious cast of the eyes, which gives them a 
very cunning look. St. John, in a MS. which I have 
now before me, is represented with woolly hair, and has 
two mari^s or gashes on each side of his face, in accord- 
ance with the Abyssinian or Galla custom of cutting 
through the skin of the face, breast, and arms, so as to 
leave an indelible mark. This is done in youth, and is 
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said to preserve the patient from several diseases. The 
colours are mixed up with the yolk of an egg, and the 
numerous mistakes and slips of the hrush are corrected 
by a wipe from a wet finger or thumb, which is generally 
kept ready in the artist's mouth during the operation ; and 
it is lucky if he does not give it a bite in the agony of 
composition, when with an unsteady hand the eye of some 
famous saint is smeared all over the nose by an unfortu- 
nate swerve of the nibbled reed. 

It is not often, however, that the arts of drawing and 
painting are thus ruthlessly mangled on the pages of their 
books, and notwithstanding the disadvantages under 
which the writers labour, some of these manuscripts are 
beautifully written, and are worthy of being compared 
with the best specimens of calligraphy in any language. 
I have a MS. containing the book of Enoch, and several 
books of the Old Testament, which is remarkable for the 
perfection of its writing, the straightness of the lines, and 
equal size and form of the characters throughout : pro- 
bably many years were required to finish it. The binding 
is of wooden boards, not sawn or planed, but chopped 
apparently out of a tree or a block of hard wood, a task 
of patience and difficulty which gives evidence of the 
enthusiasm and goodwill which have been displayed in 
the production of a work, in toiling upon which the pious 
man in the simplicity of his heart doubtless considered that 
he was labouring for the honour of the church, ad maja- 
rem Dei glariam. It was this feeling which in the middle 
ages produced all those glorious works of art which are 
the admiration of modern times, and its total absence now 
is deeply to be deplored in our own country. 
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Haying satiated tny curiosity as to the Abyssiman 
monks and their curious library, I returned to my own 
lt)om, where I was presently joined by the abbot and his 
oompanion, who came for the promised l)ottle of rosoglio, 
which they now requiired the more to keep up their spirits 
on finding Uiat the box^ of treasure was only a large old 
book. They murmured and talked to themselves between 
the cups of rosoglio, and so great was their disappointment 
that it was some time before they recovered the equilibri- 
nm of their minds. " You found no treasure," I remarked, 
** but I am a lover of old books ; let me have the big one 
which you thought was a box and the others which I have 
bfought out with me, and I will give you a certain number 
of piastres in exchange. By this arrangement we shall 
be both o( us contented, for the money will be useful to 
you, and I should be glad to carry away the books as a 
memorial of my visit to this interesting spot." *< Ah !" 
said the abbot. " Another cup of rosoglio," said I ; " help 
youJ^f." "How much will you give?" asked the 
abbot. " How much do you want ?" said I ; " all the 
money I have with me is at your service." " How much 
is that !" he inquired. Out came the bag of money, and 
the agreeable sound of the clinking of the pieces of gold 
or dollars, I forget Which they were, had a soothing efilect 
upon the nerves of the blind man, and in short the bottle 
and the bargain were concluded at the same moment. 

The Ck)ptic and Syriac manuscripts were stowed away 
in one side of a great pair of saddle-bags. ** Now," said 
I, « we will put these in the other side, and you shall take 
it Out ftnd see the Arabs place it on the camel." We 
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could not by any packing or shifting get all the books into 
the bag, and the two monks would not let me make 
another parcel, lest, as I understood, the rest of the 
brethren should discover what it was, and claim their 
share of the spoil. In this dreadful dilemma I looked at 
each of the books, not k&owing which to leave behind, but 
seeing that tbe ^uarldWM tke most knperfect, I abandoaed 
i^, and I have now reason to believe, on seeing the 
aaanuscripto of the British Museum, that this was the 
famous bode with the date of A. B. 411, the mort precious 
acquisition to any library that has been made in modem 
tfmes, with thtt e«)eptkm, M I conoi^ve, of some in my 
own odlection* It is, however, a satis^M^on to thmk thai 
this book, wh^ contains some lost efHstles of St Ignatius^ 
has not b^en throwfi aWiiy, bat has Mien into better 
hftfidsthan mkie% 
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THE CONVENT OF THE PULLEY, 



CHAPTER IX. 

The Convent of the Pulley— Its inaccessible position — Difficult 
landing on the bank of the Nile — ^Approach to the Convent 
through the Rocks — Description of the Convent and its In- 
habitants — ^Plan of the Church — Books and MSS. — Ancient 
excavations — Stone Quarries and ancient Tombs— Alarm of the 
Copts — ^Their ideas of a Sketch-book. 

The Coptic monasteries were usually built in desert 
or inaccessible places, with a view to their defence in 
troubled times, or in the hope of their escaping the ob- 
servation of marauding parties, who were not likely to 
take the trouble of going much out of their way unless 
they had assured hopes of finding something better 
worth sacking than a poor convent. The access to 
Der el Adra, the Convent of the Virgin, more commonly 
known by the name of the Convent of the Pulley, is very 
singuliCr. This monastery is situated on the top of the 
rocks of Grebel el terr, where a precipice above 200 feet 
in height is washed at its base by the waters of the Nile. 
When I visited this monastery on the 19th of February, 
1838, there was a high wind, which rendered the 
management of my immense boat, above 80 feet long, 
somewhat difficult ; and we were afraid of being dashed 
against the rocks if we ventured too near them in our 
attempt to land at the foot of the precipice. The monks, 
who were watching our manoeuvres from above, all at 
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once disappeared, and presently several of them made 
their appearance on the shore, issuing in a complete state 
of nudity from a cave or cleft in the face of the rock. 
These worthy brethren jumped one after another into the 
Nile, and assisted the sailors to secure the boat with ropes 
and anchors from the force of the wind. They swam 
like Newfoundland dogs, and, finding that it was 
impossible for the boat to reach the land, two of the 
reverend gentlemen took me on their shoulders, and, 
wading through a shallow part of the river, brought me 
safely to the foot of the rock. When we got there I 
could not perceive any way to ascend to the monastery, 
but, following the abbot, I scrambled over the broken 
cocks to the entrance of the cave. This was a narrow 
fissure where the precipice had been split by some eon« 
vulsion of nature, the opening being about the size of 
the inside of a capacious chimney. The abbot crept 
in at a hde at the bottom: he was robed in a long 
dark blue shirt, the front of which he took up and 
held in his teeth ; and telling me to observe where he 
placed his feet, he began to climb up the cleft with con- 
siderable agility. A few preliminary lessons from a 
chimney-sweep would now have been of the greatest 
service to me; but in this branch of art my education 
had been n^lected, and it was with no small difficulty 
that I climbed up after the abbot, whom I saw striding 
and sprawling in the attitude of a spread eagle above my 
head. My slippers soon fell oft* upon the head of a man 
under me, whom, on looking down, I found to be the reis^ 
f»r captain of my boat, whose immense turban formed the 
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whole of hi* costume. At least tweiitj 111011 wmtm 
senurnbling and puffing anderoeath kim, most o£ th«n 
baTkig their olothes tied in a bundle on their heads> 
where they had secured them when thej swam or waded 
to the shore. Arms and leg^were streldiedk oHt in alt 
MMmer of attttndes, the finrms o# the osHe distaMt 
elimbere being lost in the gbora of the aanoer eaTem up 
wMch we were adranoii^, the i^ooeasion Heiag kd hf 
the unrobed ecclesiastic. Having climbed 1^ about 198 
feet, we emerged in a fine peispiraticn vafen a nartow 
ledge <^ the rook on the face of the preeipicey which had 
SB UBpleasaat slope towards the NUe. It was as ^pperj 
aa giass ; and I felt glad ^at I had lost my shoes, as I 
hfA a firmer looting without them. We turned to 
tiie right, and etimbmg a prcjectioa of the rock seven 
or eight feet high — ^rather a nervous proceeding at such 
a height lo those who were uaaeeuslDned ta it*<^ 
we gained a more level ^»aee, ftova whad^ a shost 
steep pathway brought us to the top of the peecipioe, 
whence I k)oked dawn with nraeh sel^oii]|)laceiio]r 
upon my companion who- wa» standing on the deck 
of the vessel. 

The convent standb about two hundired paces t» the 
north of the place where we ascended. It had been origi* 
nelly built of small scfuare stones of Reman workmanship ; 
but, having fallen intc^ decay, il had been repaired with 
mud and sunburnt bricks. Its ground pkui was nearly a 
square, and its general appearance outside was diat of a 
lai^e pound or a small kitten garden, tiie widls being 
aheut 20 feeMkigh and ea^ side of the^ square emBottag 
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abgoH ^!^ feet, without any windows or aFohiteotural deoo* 
ration. I entered by a Tow doorway on the aide towavda 
the cliff, and found myself in a yard of considerable size 
full of cocks, henst womeo, and children, who were all 
CAclUing and tall^^ig together at the top of their shrUt 
voices. A large yellow-coloured dog^ who was slewing 
in the svn^hine in ^ midsl of all this din, waa awijceaed 
by its oe8S«ti<^ as I ^nliei^* He greeted nay arrival with 
a s^wl} upon which he was assailed with a volley oi 
stones flM^ invectives by the ladies whom he bud int^ed 
to protect. Every man, womiu), apd child came out to 
have a peep at th^ stranger ; but when my numenoua (ok" 
lowiers, many in habiliiments of the very slightest descrip* 
tion, crowded into the court, the ladies took fright, and 
there was a general rush into the house,^ the old wom^i 
hiding their &cea without % moo^ent's delay, but the 
younger ones taking more time in the adjustment of their 
veils. When peace was in some measure restored, and 
the poor dog had been pelted into a hole, the abbot, who 
had now permitted hi^ long shirt to resume its usual fold% 
conducted me to the church, which was speedily filled 
with the crowd. It was interesting from its great anti- 
(piity, having been fi>unded, as they told me, by a rich 
lady of the na,Yne of Halan6, who was the daughter of a 
certaia Kostaadi, kin^ of BiDun. The church ie partly 
subterranean, being built in tiie recesses of an ancient 
stonc^uarry ; the other parts of it are of stone plastered 
over. Th& roof is flat and ia formed of horiasontal beams 
of palm trees, upon which a terrace of reeds and earth is 
laid. The height of the itt^m W nhQUt 29 f^^ OiV 
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entering the door we had to descend a flight of narrow 
steps which led into a side aisle about ten feet wide, and 
which is divided from the nave by octagon columns of 
great thickness supporting the walls of a sort of clerestory. 
The columns were surmounted by heavy square plinths 
almost in the Egyptian style. 

As I consider this church to be interesting from its being 
half a catacomb, or cave, and one of the earliest Christian 
buildings which has preserved its originality, I subjoin a 
plan of it, by which it will be seen that it is constructed 
on the principle of a Latin basilica, as the buildings of the 
Empress Helena usually were ; the Byzantine style of 
architecture, the plan of which partook of the form of a 
Greek cross, being a later invention; for the earliest 
Christian churches were not cruciform, and seldom had- 
transepts, nor were they built with any reference to the 
points of the compass.* 

The ancient divisions of the church are also more strict- 
ly preserved in this edifice than in the churches of the 
West; the priests or monks standing above the steps 
(marked No. 5), the celebrant of the sacrament only 

* It is much to be desired that some competent person should write 
a small cheap book, with plates or wood-cuts explaining what an early 
Christian church was ; what the ceremonies, ornaments, vestures, and 
liturgy were at the time when the Church of our Lord was formally 
established by the Emperor Constandne: for the numerous well- 
meaning authors who have written on the restoration of our older 
churches, appear to me to be completely in the dark. Gothic is not 
Christian architecture — ^it is Roman Catholic architecture: the ves- 
tures of English ecclesiastics are not restorations of early simplicity — 
they are modem inventions taken from German collegiate dresses 
which have nothing to do with religion. 
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1. Altar. 

% ApsU, appuremtly «at out of the 
rock. 

3. Two CkvintUan colomns. 

4. Wooden partitions of lattice-work, 

about 10 feet high 

5. Steps leading up to the sanctuary. 



6. Two three-quarter columns. 

7. Eight columns.* 

8. Dark room cut out of the rock 
(there Is another corresponding lo 
it under the steps). f 

9. Steps leading down into the church 
10. Screen before the Altar. 



• The only early church in which the columns are continued on 
the end opposite to the altar, where the doorway is usually situated, is 
the Cathedral of Messina. The effect is very good, and takes off from 
the baldness usually observable at that end of a basilica. The early 
Coptic churches have no porch or narthex, an essential part of an ori* 
ginal Greek church. 

t This curious old sunken oratory bears a resemblance in many 
points to the fine church of St. Agnese, at Rome, where the ground 
has been excavated down to the level of the catacomb in which the 
holy martyr's body reposes. The long straight flight of steps down 
to the lower level are also similar in these two very ancient churches, 
although the Church of Der-el-Adra is poor and mean, whilst that of 
St. Agnese is a superb edifice, and is -famous for being the first basilica 
in which a gallery is found over the side aisles. This gallery was set 
apart for the women, as in the oriental churches of St. Sophia at Con- 
stantinople, and perhaps, also, of the Holy Sepulchre at Jemsalem. 

5 
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going behind the screen (No. 10^ the bulk of the emigre* 
gation standi there are no seats below the steps (No. 5)^ 
and the place lor the women is behind the screen marked 
No. 4. The church is very dimly lighted by small aper- 
tures in the walls of the clerestory, abore the coIunm% 
and the part about the apms is nearly dark in the middle 
of the day, candles being always necessary during the 
readily of the sendee. The two Corinthian columns are 
of brick, plastered ; they are not fluted^ but are of good 
proportions and appear to be original. The apsis is 
of regular Grecian or Roman architeoture^ and is orna- 
mented with six pilasters, and three niches in which are 
kept the books, cymbals, candlesticks, and other things 
which are used for the daily service. Here I found 
twenty-three manuscript books, fifleen in Coptic with 
Arabic translations, for the Coptic language is now under- 
stood by few, and eight Arabic manuscripts. The Coptic 
books were all liturgies : one of them, a folio, was oma- 
mented with a large illuminaticxi, intended to represent 
the Virgin and the infant Saviour ; it is almost the only 
specimen of Coptic art that I ever met with in a book, and 
its style and execution are so poor, that, perhaps, it is ^. 
tunate that they should be so rare. The Arabic books, 
which, as well as the Coptic, were all oa cotton-paper, 
consisted of extracts from the New Testament and lives 
of the saints. 

I had been told that there was a gneat chest bound with 
iron, which was kept in a vault in this monastery, full of 
ancient books on vellum, and which was not to be opened 
without the consent of the Patriaroh ; I oould, howev«r. 
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mnko out Qothing of this story, bat it does fiot Mow that 
this chost of anoieot manuscripts does Bot exist ; fcr, sur- 
rounded as I was by crowds of gaping Copts and Arabs, I 
oould not esrpect the abbot to be very oonuniinioative ; and 
they have from hug oppnession aoquiied amA a habit of 
denying the fiiot of their hamg anything ioi thair posMft- 
sion, that, peijii^ &0i» may still b» tnamuw here Wihidi 
sooae futw^ traveller may dioooYer. 

While I was turning over die book% tiie oodteoto o< 
which I was able to decypher, finom die simllaeify of th« 
Coptio to the Grreek alphabet, the peofde were very munh 
astonished at my erudition, which appeared to them ahnest 
miraculous. They whispered to each oAer^ and sons 
8^ I must be a fordgn Copt, who had retitroed tp tile 
land of his fathers. They asked ray servant aU maftner 
<^ questions ; but when he told them that h» did not be^ 
Uevo I knew a word of Coptic, their aatonishmei^ wee 
iiiorea9ed to fear^ I must be a magioiaiiy tbey said, and 
Bffmo kept a sharp look-oiU. for the door,, to which th^ie 
was an immediate rush when I tujmed nouiid. The wboto 
assembly were puzzled, for in* their simpUoity ti^y weui 
not awane that people sonietknes pore over boohs, 99d 
read them too, without undersjbandiog themi in otb^ hini- 
£^i£^ge$ beiHdee Cc^c. 

We emenged fiom the eubtenwean cburoti^ whieht 
being half snnk in the earth and surroimded 1^ buildingSi 
had nothing remarkable in its eKteripr architecture, and 
ascended to the terrace on the i^f of the convent, whence 
vm had a view of numerous ancient stone quarries in tim 
deeert to ^e ^^^ Tboy i^90ftrc4 ip he <^ imrmm 
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extent; the convent itself and two adjoining burial- 
grounds were all ensconced in the ancient limestone exca- 
vations. 

I am inclined to think, that although all travellers in 
Egypt pass along the river below this convent, few have 
visited its interior. It is now more a village than a mo- 
nastery, properly speaking, as it is inhabited by numerous 
Coptic families who are not connected with the monks. 
These poor people were so surprised at my appearance, 
and watched all my actions with such intense curiosity, 
that I imagine they had scarcely ever seen a stranger 
before. They crowded every place where I was likely 
to pass, staring and gaping, and chattering to each other. 
Being much pressed with the throng in the court-yard, I 
made a sudden spring towards one of the little girls who 
was foremost in the crowd, uttering a shout at the same 
time as if I was going to seize her as she stood gazing 
open-mouthed at me. She screamed and tumbled down 
with fright, and the whole multitude of women and chil- 
dren scampered off as fast as their legs could carry them. 
Some fell down, others tumbled over them, making an 
indescribable confusion: but being reassured by the 
laughter of my party, they soon stopped, and began 
laughing and talking with greater energy than before. 
At length I took refuge in the room of the superior, who 
gave me some cofiee, with spices in it ; and soon after, 
wards I took leave of this singular community. 

We walked to some quarries about two miles off to 
the north-east, which well repaid our visit. The rooks 
were cut into the most extraordinary forms. There weM 
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several grottoes, and also an ancient tomb with hierogly 
phics sculptured on the rock. Among these I saw the 
names of Rameses II. and some other kings. Near this 
tomb is a large tablet on which is a bas-relief of a king 
making an offering to a deity with the head of a crocodile, 
whose name, according to Wilkinson, was Savak ; he was 
worshipped at Ombos and Thebes, but was held in such 
small respect at Dendera that the inhabitants of that place 
made war upon the men of Ombos, and ate one of their 
prisoners in emulation probably of the god he worship- 
ped. Indeed, they appear to have considered the inhabit- 
ants of that city to have been a sort of vermin, which it 
was incumbent upon all sensible Egyptians to destroy 
whenever they had an opportunity. 

In one place among the quarries a large rock has been 
left standing by itself with two apertures, like doorways, 
cut through it, giving it the resemblance of a propylon or 
the front of a house. It is not more than ten feet thick, 
although it is eighty or ninety feet long, and fifty high. 
Near it a huge slab projects horizontally from the preci- 
pice, supported at its outer edge by a single column. 
Some of the Copts, whose curiosity appeared to be insa- 
tiable, had followed us to these quarries, for the mere 
pleasure of staring at us. One of them, observing me 
making a sketch, came and peeped over my shoulder. 
" This Frank," said he to his friends, " has got a book 
that eats all these stones, and our monastery besides.'' 
" Ah ! " said the other, << I suppose there are no stones in 
his country, so he wants to take some of ours away to show 
bis countrymen what fine things we have here in Egypt ; 
there is no place like Egypt, after all. Mashallah !" 
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RUINED MONASTERY AT THEBES. 



CaiAPTBR X. 

Ruined Monastery in the Necropolis of Thebes — " Mr. Hay's 
Tomb'-^The Coptic Oaypenter— 4li8 acqmreinents «Qd troubles 
— He agrees to show the MSS. belonging to the mined Monas- 
tery, which are under his charge — Night visit to the Tomb in 
which they are concealed — ^Perils of the way-^Description of 
the Tomb^-i^robably in former timet a Chxwtian Church— 
Examination of the Coptic MSS. — Alarming interruption — 
Hurried flight from the Evil Spirits — ^Fortunate escape — 
A|i{»eiiraiice of the Eril SpirH— ObservtftioiMi 6h ^htat Sturieli 
— ^The Legend of the Old Woman of Berkeley considered. 

Ok n rocky hill, perforated on all Bides ty the violated 
sepulchres of the ancieiit Egyptians, in die great Necro- 
polis of Thebes, not ^ from the ruins of the palace and 
temple c^ Medinet Habou, stand llie crumbling Kralls of 
an old Obptio momstery, which I wastoid had been inha- 
bited, almost within the memory of man, l>y a small com- 
nnmity of Christian monks. I was living at this period 
in a tomb, which was excavated in ihe aide of tbe preci- 
piee, above Sheidc Abd el Goumoo. It had l)een rendered 
habitable by some slight alterations, and a litlle gatdea 
was made on the terrace in front of it, whence l!ie view 
was very remarkabte. The whole of the vast ruins df 
Thebes were stretc^d out i>eIow it ; whilst, lieyond the 
mighty Nile, the huge piles of Luxch* and Camae loomed 
dtak and mysterious in the C^stanoe, wkich was 'bounded 
byl^ 4udd chain of (the Arabian mowtaiiMy 4lra ««lliiii 
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of their wild tops showing clear and hard against the 
cloudless sky. This habitation was knowa by the name 
of *' Mr. JIay's tomb." The memory of this geotlemaa 
is held in the highest honour and reverence l^ the vil- 
lagers of the surrounding ^ifitricls, who look bade (o the 
time of his residence among them ^a the only satisfaotory 
{>eriod ci their miserable existence^ 

One of the numerous admirers of Mr. Hay, among the 
poorer inhabitants of the neighbourhood, was a Coptic 
carpepter, a man of no small natural genius and talent, 
who in any other country would have risen stove the 
sphere of his comrades if any opportunity of distinguish- 
ing himself had o^red. tie CQuld read and write CoptiQ 
and Arabic ; he had some knowledge of astrocxHuy, and 
some said of ma^ alse^ and he waa a very tolerable 
carpenter, although the only tools which be was able to 
procure were of the roughest sort. In all these accom- 
plishments he yfsa entirely aelf-taught ; vn^e las poverty 
was such that his costume consisted of nothing but a short 
shirt, or tunic, made of a homespun fabric of goat's hair 
or wool, and a common felt skull^^ap, with some rag? 
twisted round it for a turban. With higher acquirements 
than the governor of the district, the poor Copt was hardly 
able to obtain bread to eat ; and indeed it was only from 
the circumstance of his being a Christian that he and the 
other males of ^is family were not swept away in the 
conscription which has depopulated Egypt under the pre- 
sent government more than all the pillage and massacre^ 
and intern^ feuds of the followers of the Mameluke 
Beys. 
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104 ▲ COPTIC CARPBNTER. Chap. X. 

On those numerous occasions when the carpenter had 
nothing else to do, he used to come and talk to me ; and 
endeavour to count up, upon his fingers, how often he had 
" eat stick ;*^ that is, had been beater by one Turkish 
officer or another for his inability to pay the tax to the 
Pasha, the tooth-money to some kawass, the forced contri* 
bution to the Nazir, or some other ex] ^cted or unexpected 
call upon his empty pocket, — an appendage to his dress, 
by the by, which he did not possess ; for having nothing 
in the world to put in it, a pocket was clearly of no use to 
him. The carpenter related to me the history of the 
mined Coptic monastery ; and I found that its library was 
still in existence. It was carefully concealed from the 
Mahomedans, as a sacred treasure; and my friend the 
carpenter was the guardian of the volumes belonging to 
his fallen church. After some persuasion he agreed, in 
consideration of my being a Christian, to let me see them ; 
but he said I must go to the place where they were con- 
cealed at night, in order that no one might follow our 
steps ; and he further stipulated that none of the Maho- 
medan servants should accompany us, but that I should 
go alone with him. I agreed to all this; and on the 
appointed night I sallied forth with the carpenter after 
dark. There were not many stars visible ; and we had 
only just light enough to see our way across the plain of 
Thebes, or rather among the low hills and narrow valleys 
above the plain, which are so entirely honeycombed with 
ancient tombs and mummy pits that they resemble a 
rabbit warren on a large scale. Skulls and bones were 
strewed on our path ; and often at the mouths of tombs the 
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night wind would raise up fragments of the bandages 
which the sacrilegious hand of the Prankish spoUers of 
the dead had torn from the bodies of the Eg3rptian mum- 
mies in search of the scarabsei, amulets, and ornaments 
which are found upon the breast of the deceased subjects 
of the Pharaohs. 

Away we went stumbling over ruins, and escaping nar- 
rowly the fate of those who descend into the tomb before 
their time. Sometimes we heard a howl, which the car- 
penter said came from a hyena, prowling like ourselves 
among the graves, though on a very different errand. We 
kept on our way, by many a dark ruin and yawning cave, 
breaking our shins against the fallen stones until I was 
almost tired of the journey, which in the darkness seemed 
interminable ; nor had I any idea where the carpenter was 
leading me. At last, after a fatiguing walk, we descended 
suddenly into a place something like a gravel pit, one side 
of which was closed by the perpendicular face of a low 
cliff, in which a doorway half filled up with rubbish 
betokened the existence of an ancient tomb. By the side 
of this doorway sat a little boy, whom I discovered by the 
light of the moon, which had just risen, to be the carpen- 
ter's son, an intelligent lad, who often came to pay me a 
visit in company with his father. It was here that the 
Coptic manuscripts were concealed, and it was a spot well 
chosen for the purpose ; for although I thought I had wan- 
dered about the Necropolis of Thebes in every direction, I 
had never stumbled upon this place before, neither could I 
ever find it afterwards, although I rode in that direction 
several times. 

6* 
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I tixm pTodaeed fhrni my pocket three ctuidleA, wMA 
ihe Cttrpenter had dedred me to bring, one ibr tite, one 4^ 
his son, snd one "^r myscilf. Having lit Ihem, me uiHt ii rii 
into 'fhe Cbonray of the umfb, -and {Nnsmg ^tfanoi^h^a fibm 
passage, Totmd onraelves in a gpeot "sepiilelffd hall. Iftie 
earth and sand which had been blown info ihe ^eiitranoe 
^rnned an indlined plain, fild]jing - dowit^itfd s to amUher 
door sculptured with Meroglyphios, thtoog^ ^^Mdh ^w^ 
pMSed into « second dhambeor, on the tfdier eide ^ 'v^Mdk 
was a third doorway, leading into a miigniiGeilt «ubfieffa^ 
nean hall, divided into three t^les 4iy Ibttr a^p^MSkie 
<x>lunins, two on eaoh side. Theve may hate %een «k 
ix>lumns, but I think there were onlyfedr. The "Wtftte 
and eohimns, or rather 8((uare pkfts which suppomed 
the roof, retained the brilliant irhite Wl»o^ k «o tmioh to 
be admired 'in the ^ombeof 4he kings attd otheir stattoly 
sepulchres. On tthe walls ^were va^us hie^lyphies, 
and on the square pikers tall %ufes of ihe gods of the 
infernal regions— Kneph, BhottSo, aosd O^itH^wcnre poar* 
trayed in brilliant colours, with iheir ^omiense oaps or 
crowns, and the heads of the jadkal dnd other beasts, kl 
the liurther end of tii^is chamber was a ^oHe altar, standing 
upon one or two^teps, In «n apsis or somidirdular reoesft. 
As ibis k ^ot wudl in %yptian <tombs, i have siaoe 
thought that ^Hsihad probably been «ltB»ed Jbylife Oojfts 
in early times, and thiEt,4ike the OfavisiJans of the West 
in the days ot > Ae pcfTsecution, they had met In mcrst ^ 
the'tombs for^theeelebrmion^^f theirfrites, and had made 
use of this hall as«i churoh,1t] the ^ttamevwayias me -Bern 
the remains of chapels and places of wm^ Hn tiSi 
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Oatooombt of fiome and Syracuse. The inner ooivrt 
of the Temple of Medinet Habou has also been converted 
into a Christian chuvoh ; and the worthy Copta hftve 
daubed over the beautifully OKOCUted pictures of Rameses 
II. with A coat of plaster, upon which they have painted 
the grim -^gures of St. G^ige, and various old frightful 
saints and hemnts, whose uncouth forms would almost 
give one the idea of their having served for a s3nitBm of 
iddatry much less refined than the worship of the ancient 
gods of the heathen, whose places they have usurped in 
these gigantb temples. 

The Coptic manusoripts, of which I was in search, were 
fying upon <tiie steps of the akar, except one, larger than 
the zest, whioh was placed upon the sltar itself. They 
were about:€ii^ <Hr nine in number, all bro«i*n and musty 
looking books, written on cotton paper, or charta bomby- 
oina, a material dn use in veiy early limos. An edict or 
cluurter, on paper, eodsts, or at least did exist two yean 
ago, in the muasum of the Jesuits' College, called the 
CoUeggio Romano, isit Rome : its date was of the sixth 
oentnry ; and I have a Coptic manuscript written on paper 
of this kind, which was finished, as appears by a note at 
the and, in the jjrear 1018 ; these are tiie oldest dates that 
I have met wkh in amy manuscripts on pamper. 

Hairing tbuoA these aneieot books we proceeded to 
exfluonine their contents, and^to acoomplish this at our ease, 
we stuek the candles on rthe ground, and the carpenter and 
I sat do«m before Hbem, while his son brought us the 
volumes from the stqps of the altar, one by one. 

The £ssl whioh^Mune 4o haad was a dusty <ittarlo, smell* 
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ing of incense, and well spotted with yellow wax, with all 
its leaves dogs-eared or worn round with constant use; 
this was a manuscript of the lesser festivals. Another 
appeared to be of the same kind ; a third was also a book 
for the church service. We puzzled over the next two or 
three, which seemed to be martyrologies, or lives of the 
saints ; but while we were poring over them, we thought 
we heard a noise. " Oh ! father of hammers," said I to 
the carpenter, "I think I heard a noise: what could 
it be ? — ^I thought I heard something move." " Did you, 
hawaja V (O merchant), said the carpenter ; it '' must 
have been my son moving the books, for what else could 
there be here ? — ^No one knows of this tomb or of the holy 
manuscripts which it contains. Surely there can be 
nothing here to make a noise, for are we not here alone, a 
hundred feet under the earth, in a place where no one 
comes? — It is nothing: certainly it is nothing;" and so 
saying, he lifted up one of the candles and peered about 
in the darkness ; but as there was nothing to be seen, and 
all was silent as the grave, he sat down again, and at our 
leisure we completed our examination of all the books 
which lay upon the steps. 

They proved to be all church books, liturgies for difier- 
ent seasons, or homilies ; and not historical, nor of any 
particular interest, either from their age or subject. There 
now remained only the great book upon the altar, a pen- 
derous quarto, bound either in brown leatlier or wooden 
boards ; and this the carpenter's son with difficulty lifted 
from its place, and laid it down before us on the ground ; 
but as he did so, we heard the noise again. The oarpen- 
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ter and I looked at each other : he turned pale-^perhaps I 
did 80 too ; and we looked over our shoulders in a sort of 
anxious, nervous kind of way, expecting to see something 
— ^we did not know what. However, we saw nothing; 
and, feeling a little ashamed, I again settled myself before 
the three candle-ends, and opened the hook, which was 
written in large black characters of unusual size. As I 
bent over the huge volume, to see what it was about, sud* 
denly there arose a sound somewhere in the cavern, but 
from whence it came I could not comprehend ; it seemed 
all round us at the same moment. There was no room 
for doubt now : it was a fearful howling, like the roar of a 
hundred wild beasts. The carpenter looked aghast : the 
tall and grisly figures of the Egyptian gods seemed to 
stare at us from the walls. I thought of Cornelius Agrippa, 
and felt a gentle perspiration coming on which would have 
betokened a favourable crisis in a fever. Suddenly the 
dreadful roar ceased, and as its echoes died away in the 
tomb, we felt considerably relieved, and were beginning 
to try and put a good face upon the matter, when, to our 
unutterable horror, it began again, and waxed louder and 
louder, as if legions of infernal spirits were let loose upon 
us. We could stand this no longer : the carpenter and I 
jumped up from the ground, and his son in his terror stum- 
bled over the great Coptic manuscript, and fell upon the 
candles, which were all put out in a moment ; his screams 
were now added to the uproar which resounded in the 
cave ; seeing the twinkling of a star through the vista of 
the two outer chambers, we all set off as hard as we cpuld 
run, our feelings of alarm being increased to deqperatioii 
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wJmh we peroeived tbat aometbing was chau^g us in thie 
iAvkaem, wbile the loar seemed to increase every nxunoot* 
How we did tear along I The devtt take the hindmoal 
seemed aheut to be UteraUy fulfilled; and we raised stifling 
olottds of dust, as we scrambled up the steep slgpe whiofa 
led to (he outcff door. « So then," thought I, << the stones 
of gins, and ghoula, and goblins, -that i have read of and 
never believed, must he true after a11, and in this ^ty of 
the dead k has been ottr ^vil lot to laU ^pon a haunted 
iombr 

BreatUeas ^mA bewildered, the earpenter and I 
bbhed out of this infernal palaee into the q>en aixv 
mightily -relieved at our escape from the darkness and 
die tenors of the subterranean vaults. We had not 
been ^mt a moment, and had by no means coUeoted 
our ideas, befinre our alarm was again excited to its 
otmost pitch. 

The evil cme came forth in bodily shape, and stood 
sevealed to oar eyes distinctly in the pale light of the 
moon. 

While we were gazii^ upon the appearance, the 
carpenter's son, whom we had quite forgotten in oiur 
hinrry, came creeping out of the doorway of the tomb 
upon his iiands and knees. 

<< Why, iather !" said he, after a moment's ^lence» 
<< if that is not old Fatima's donkey, which has been 
lost these two days! It is lucky that we have found 
h, for it must have wandered into this tomb, and it 
Might have been starved if we had not met with it 
fcMiight." 
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Q%^>ciarpeiilc»*^ked rather aihoBed of Hie Mhreottsre ; 
and m ^r fliyself, ithcm^ I was gladi that Mlhiag urmm 
had oeme of it, l4odk oomfort in the refleotion that I mm 
BM the ^rst person who "had teen alamed % te pro. 
oeedkige «C a& aes. 

I >ba?e related the hietorj of this adventaaie heoaoaa 
I itdok Ihat, on aome ^foundatkm like ^his, many veU- 
aooredited ghoet storiee may haiw been ibunded. 
Numerous legends and traditions, whkh appear to be 
supematmnil or miraculous, and the truth of whioh has 
been ^aitteMed and sworn to by credible w itnca ae a, have 
dd^btleae arnen out of fkots which actually did occurs 
but <if whioh dome eesential particulars have bean 
either ^neealed, or had escaped notice ; and thus many 
marveUous histories have gone abroad, whioh are so 
well attested, that although common sense forbids their 
being -believed, they cannot be proved to be false. In 
this case, if the donkey had not fortunately come out 
amd ^uywn himself, I should certainly have letumed to 
EuT^ half impressed with the belief that something 
supernatural had occurred, whidi was in some myste- 
rkms manner connected with the opening of the magic 
Volume whioh we ^had taken from the alteir m the tomb. 
The echoes of the subterraneam cave so altered the 
sound df the donkey^ bray, that I never should have 
discovered thdt these fearful 'Sounds had so irodignified 
an origin; a story nerer loses by telling, and with a 
little gradual exaggeration it would soon have become 
one of the *beiit accredited ^Hipematural histories in the 
country* 
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The well-known story of the old woman of Berkley 
has been read with wonder and dread for at least four 
hundred years : it is to be found in early manuscripts ; 
it is related by Olaus Magnus, and is to be seen illus- 
trated by a woodcut, both in the German and Latin 
editions of the * Nuremberg Chronicle,' which was printed 
in the year 1493. There is no variation in the l^end, 
which is circumstantially the same in all these books. 
Without doubt it was partly founded upon fact, or, as 
in the case of the story of the Theban tomb, some 
circumstances have been omitted which make all the 
difierence; and a natural though perhaps extraordinary 
occurrence has been handed down for centuries, as a 
fearful instance of the power of the evil one in this world 
over those who have given themselves up to the practice 
of tremendous crimes. 

There are many supernatural stories, which we are 
certain cannot by any possibility be true; but which 
nevertheless are as well attested, and apparently as 
fully proved, as any facts in the most veracious history. 
Under circumstances of alarm or temporary halluci- 
nation people frequently believe that they have had 
supernatural visitations. Even the tricks of conjurers, 
which have been witnessed by a hundred persons at a 
time, are totally incomprehensible to the uninitiated; 
and in the middle ages, when these practices were 
resorted to for religious or political ends, it is more 
than probable that many occurrences which were sup- 
posed to be supernatural might have been explained, if all 
the circumstances connected with them had been fairly 
and openly detailed by an impartial witness. 
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THE WHITE MONASTERY. 



CHAPTER XL 

The White Monastery — ^Abou Shenood — Devastations of the Ma- 
melukes — ^Description of the Monastery— Different styles of ita 
exterior and interior Architecture — Its ruinous condition — De- 
scription of the Church — ^The Baptistery — ^Ancient rites of 
Baptism— The Library — ^Modern Architecture — The Church of 
San Francesco at Rimini — ^The Red Monastery — ^Alarming ren- 
contre with an armed party — ^Feuds between the native Tribes — 
Faction fights — Eastern Story Tellers — Legends of the Desert — 
Abraham and Sarah — Legendary Life of Moses— Arabian Story- 
tellers — Attention of their Audience. 

Mounting our noble Egyptian steeds, or in other words 
having engaged a sufficient number of little braying 
donkeys, which the peasants brought down to the river 
side, and put our saddles on them, we cantered in an hour 
and a half from the village of Souhag to the White Mo- 
nastery, which is known to the Arabs by the name of Derr 
abou Shenood. Who the great Abou Shenood had the 
honour to be, and what he had done to be canonized, I 
could meet with no one to tell me. He was, I believe, a 
Mahomedan saint, and this Coptic monastery had been in 
some sort placed under the shadow of his protection, in the 
hopes of saving it from the persecutions of the faithful. 
Abou Senood, however, does not appear to have done his 
duty, for the White Monastery has been ruined and sacked 
over and over again. The last outrage upon the unfortu- 
nate monastery occurred about 1812, when the Mamelukea 
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who had encamped upon the plains of Itfou, having no 
better occupation, amused themselves by burning all the 
houses, and killing all the people in the neighbourhood. 
Since that time the monks having returned one by one, and 
finding that no one took the trouble to molest them, began 
to repair the convent, the interior of which had been 
gutted by the Mamelukes ; but the immense strength of the 
outer walls had resisted all their efforts to deslJFoy them. 

The peculiarity of this monastery is, that the interior 
was onoe a magnificent basilica, while the exterior was 
built by the Empress Helena, in the ancient Egyptian 
style. The walls slope inwards towards the summit, 
where they are crowned with a deep overhearing cornice. 
The building is of an oblong shape, about two hundred 
feet in length by ninety wide, very well built, of fine 
blocks of stcme ; it has no windows outside larger thaoi 
loopholes, and these are at a great height from the ground. 
Of these there are twenty on the south side and nine at 
the eaat end. The monastery stands at the foot of the 
hill, on the edge of the Libyan desert, where the sand 
encroaches on the plain. It looks like the sanctuary, or 
cella, of an ancient temple, and is not unlike the bastion 
of an old-fashioned fortification ; except one solitary doom 
tree, it stands quite cJone, and has a most desolate aspe<^ 
backed, as it is, l^ the sandy desert, and without any. 
appearance of a garden, either within or outside its walls. 
The ancient doorway of red granite, on the south side, has 
been partially closed up, leaving an opening just large 
enough to admit one person at a time. 

The door wa^^osed, and we shouted in vain for admit- 
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taaoe. We then tried the efieot of a double knook in tk» 
GroBvenor Square style with a large stone, but that waa 
of no use ; so I gsit one still largev, and basged away 
at the ^bor with all injr mi^^ shoutmg at the aanie time 
that we were friends and Christiana. After some minutes 
a «nall Toice was heard inside, and sewral questions being 
satisfactorily answered, we were let in bjr a monk ; and 
passing through the narrow ^door, I ibood myself sur* 
pounded by piles of mined buildings of various ages, 
among whieh the tall granite columns of the aneient 
ehui^ reared ^lemsehres like «n avenue on either side 
ef the desecrated nare, which is now open to the sky, and 
is used as a promenade for a host of chickens. Some 
goals also were perdied upon fragments of ruined widls, 
and looked cunningly at us as we invaded their domain. 
I saw some Oopde women peeping at me from the wkklows 
of "Bome wretched hovels of mud and brick, which diey 
had built up in comers among the ancient ruins like 
swallows* nests. 

There were but three poor priests. The priiacipal one 
led us to the tipper part of ^e Church, whieh had lately 
been repaired and walled off from the open nave ; and 
endosed the apsis and transepts, which had been restored 
in vome measure, and fitted hr ihe performtmoe of divine 
service. The tialf domes of the apsis and two tivnsepts, 
which were of Well-tmik masohry, were still entire, and 
the Oiriginal frescoes remain ^upon them. Those in the 
traneefils are^tiff %ure8 (^ saints; and in the one over the 
fidtar is ^e great figure -of the Iledeenwr, eueh as is 
upMliy no^t with lia Ike nMwwcs of the Itrtlnn tMuOioaa 



Digitized by 



Google 



116 OBSCRIPTION OP THE CHUSCH. Chap. XL 

These apaides are above fifty feet from the ground, which 
gives them a dignity of appearance, and leaves greater 
cause to regret the destruction of the nave, which, with its 
clerestory, must have been still higher. There appear to 
have been fifteen columns chi each side of the centre aisle, 
and two at the end opposite the altar, which in this 
instance I believe is at the west ^id. The roof over the 
part of the east end, which has been fitted up as a church, 
is supported by four square modem piers of plastered 
brick or rubble work. On the side walls, above the altar, 
there are some circular compartments containing paintings 
of the saints ; and near these are two tablets with inscrip^ 
tions in black on a white ground. That on the left 
appeared to be in Abyssinian : the one on the other side 
was either Coptic or uncial Greek ; but it was too dark, 
and the tablet was too high, to enable me to make it out. 
There is also a long Greek inscription in red letters on one 
of the modem square piers, which looks as if it was of 
considerable antiquity ; and the whole interior of the 
building bears traces of having been repaired and altered, 
more than once, in ancient times. The richly ornamented 
recesses, of the three apsides have been smeared over with 
plaster, on which some tremendously grim saints have 
been portrayed, whose present threadbare appearance 
shows that they have disfigured the walls for several cen- 
turies. Some comparatively modem capitals, of bad 
design, have been placed upon two or three of the granite 
columns of the nave ; and others, which were broken, 
have been patched with brick, plastered and painted to 
look like granite. The principal entrance was fomeAy 
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at the west end, where there is a small vestibule, immedi* 
ately within the door of which, on the left hand, is a smaL 
chapel, perhaps the baptistery, about twenty-five feet long 
and still in tolerable preservation. It is a splendid speci* 
men of the richest Roman architecture of the latter empire, 
and is truly an imperial little room. The arched ceiling 
is of 9Um6 ; and there are three beautifully ornamented 
niches on each side. The upper end is semicircular, and 
has been entirely covered with a profusion of sculpture in 
panels, cornices, and every kind of architectural enrich- 
ment. When it was entire, and covered with gilding, 
painting, or mosaic, it must have been most gorgeous. 
The altar on such a chapel as this was probably of gold 
set full of gems ; or if it was the baptistery, as I suppose, 
it most likely contained a bath, of the most precious jasper, 
or of some of the more rare kinds of marble, for the 
immersion of the converted heathen, whose entrance into 
the church was not permitted until they had been purified 
with the waters of baptism in a building without the door 
of the house of God ; an appropriate custom, which was 
not broken in upon for ages ; and even then the infant was 
only brought just inside the door, where the font was 
placed on the lefl hand of the entrance ; a judicious prac* 
tice which is completely set at nought in England, where 
the squalling imp oflen distracts the attention of the con- 
gregation ; and is finally sprinkled, instead of being 
immersed, the whole ceremony having been so much 
altered and pared down from its original symbolic form, 
that were a Christian of the early ages to return upon the 
earA» he would be unable to recc^se its meaniiig. 
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Tli» ooiifentaal library consisted of only half»a-dosea 
well-waxed md well-thumbed liturgies ; but one of the 
priests told me that they boasted formerly of above a hun- 
dred volumes written on leather (gild razali), gazelle 
skins, probably velliuny which were destooyed by the 
Mamelukes during their last pillage of the eonvent. 

The habitatioiis of the monks, aocoiding to th» original 
design of diis very curious building, we«e ooDtaiHed in a 
bng slip on the south side of tiie chuTC^, whem their cells 
were lit by the small loopholes semi flrom the outside. Of 
tiiese cells none now renmin: tiiey must have beea 
£imously hot, exposed as they were all day long to the 
rays of the souUiem sun; but probably the massive 
thickness of the walls and arched ceilings reduced the 
ten^rature* There was no court or open space withm 
the convent ; die only place where its inhabttants could 
have walked hr exercise in the open air was upon the 
flat terrace of the roof, the deck of this ^ip of St. Peter; 
{at the White Monastery in scnne respect resembles a 
dismasted man.>of-war, anchored in a sea. of burning sand. 

In modem times we are mj^ surprised on finding e 
building erected at an immense expense, in which the 
arohiteottiiB of the interior is totally difigbrent £rom thftt 
of the exterior. A Brummagem Gothic bouse b ffte* 
quently famished ^md ornamented within in what is called 
^ a chaste Gretk styh/' and vice varsd. A Grecian house 
*^that is to say, a square white block, with squai^ holes 
in it for windows, and a portico in front — is sometimes 
inhabited by an antiquarian, who fits it up with Gothi« 
lumituM^ Md a Qo^m pafier deigned Iqt % <m%: j^^mi^ 
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iMMger in the newest style. But in anoieBt daj« it wai 
▼ery rare to see such a mixture. I am surprised that the 
architect of the enthusiastic empress did not go on with 
the interior of this building as he had begun the exterior. 
The great hall of Camac would have afforded him a 
grand example of an aisle with a deoestorj, and side 
windows, with stone nniUions, which would have answered 
his purpose, in the £g)rptian style. The only other in« 
stalice of this kind, where two distinct styles of architect 
ture were employed in the middle ages on the inside and 
outside of the same building, is in the church of St. 
Francesco, at Rimini, which was built by Sigismond 
Malatesta as a last resting-place for himself and his 
friends. He lies in a Grothic shrine within; and the 
bodies of the great men of his day repose in sarcophagi 
of classic forms outside ; each of which stands in the 
recess of a Roman arch, in which style of architecture the 
exterior of the building is erected. 

About two miles to the north of the White Monastery, 
in a small village sheltered by a grove of palms, stands 
another ancient building called the Red Monastery. 

On our return to Souhag we met a party of men on 
foot, who were armed with spears, shields, and daggers, 
and one or two with guns. They were let by a man on 
hoiseback, who was completely armed with all sorts of 
warlike implements. They stopped us, and began to talk 
to our followers, who were exceedingly civil in their 
behaviour, for the af^arance of the party was of a 
doubtful character; and we felt relieved when we found 
ftat we w^x^e not to be xoUwd, but that our fideada wait 



Digitized by 



Google 



130 LEGENDS OF THE DESEBT. Cbxp. XL 

on an expedition against the men of Tahta, who some time 
ago had killed a man belonging to their village, and they 
were going -to avenge his death. This was only one detach- 
ment of many that had assembled in the neighbouring 
villages, each headed by its sheick, or the sheick's son, if 
the father was an old man. The numbers engaged in 
this feud amounted, they told us, to between two and three 
hundred men on each side. Every now and then, it 
seems, when they had got in their harvest, they assembled 
to have a fight. Several are wounded, and sometimes a 
few are killed ; in which case, if the numbers of the 
slain are not equal, the feud continues ; and so it goes on 
from generation to generation, like a faction fight in Ire- 
land, or the feudal wars of the barons of the middle ages, 
— a style of things which appears to belong to the nature 
of the human race, and not to any particular country, age, 
or faith. 

Parting from this warlike band with mutual compli. 
ments and good wishes, and our guides each seizing the 
tail of one of our donkeys to increase his onward speed, 
we trotted away back to the boat, which was waiting fer 
us at Souhag. There we found our boatmen and a crowd 
of villagers, listening to one of those long stories with 
which the inhabitants of Egypt are wont to enliven their 
hours of inactivity. This is an amusement peculiar to 
the East, and it is one in which I took great delight during 
many a long journey through the deserts on the way to 
Mount Sinai, Syria, and other places. The Arabs are 
great tellers of stories ; and some of them have a peculiar 
knack in rendering them interesting and exciting the 
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curiosity of their audience* Many of these stories were 
interesting from their reference to persons and occurrences 
of Holy Writ, particulariy of the Old Testament. There 
are many legends of the patriarch Abraham and his 
beautiful wife Sarah, who, excepting Eve, is said to have 
been the fairest of all the daughters of th^» earth* King 
Solomon is the hero of numerous strange legends; and 
his adventures with the glomes and genii who were sub- 
jected to his sway are endless. The poem of Yousef and 
Zuleica is well known in Europe. And the traditions 
relating to the prophet Moses are so numerous, that, with 
the help of a very curious manuscript of an apocryphal 
book ascribed to the great leader of the Jews, I have 
been enabled to compile a connected biography, in which 
many curious circumstances are detailed that are said to 
have taken place during his eventful life, and which con- 
eludes with a highly poetical legend of his death. Many 
-of the stories told by the Arabs resemble those of the 
Arabian Nights ; and a large proportion of these are not 
very refined. 

I have often been greatly amused with watching the 
faces of an audience who were listening to a well-told 
story, some eagerly leaning forward, others smoking their 
pipes with quicker pu^, when something extraordinary 
was related, or when the hero of the story had got into 
some apparently inextricable dilemma. These story-tell- 
ing parties are usually to be seen seated in a circle on 
the ground in a shady place. The donkey-boy will stop 
and gape open-mouthed on overhearing a few words of the 
marvellous adventures of some enchanted prince, and will 
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look bttdi at ]iit feur-lboted eompuilott, fearkig lest he 
riioold resume his (Original ferm of a merchant from the 
island (^Bsrradib. The greatest tact is required on the 
part of the narrator to prevent the dii^rsien of his aa- 
dieiioe> who are sotnetimee apt to melt away on his stopphig 
at what he oMisiders a peculiarly interesting point, and 
taking that opportunity of sending round his boy with a 
little brass basin to collect paras. I know of few objects 
better suited fcr a pamter than one oi these story.teUeie 
and his group of listeners. 
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CHAPTER XIL 

The Island of Philoe— The Catanct of AaBouan— The BufM Pl»ee 
of Osiiia— The Great Temple of PhikB— The Bed of Pharaoh- 
Shooting in Egypt — ^Turtle Doves— Story of the Prince Anas el 
Ajocrd— Eg^tian Songs— Vow of the Turtle Dov«— CMriotis 
fact in Nitural History— The Crocodile and its Ghwrdiaa Bird^ 
Arab notions regarding Animals — Legend of King Solomon and 
the Hoopoes — ^Natives of the country round the Cataracts of the 
Nile-'^Tbeir appearance ft&d Costum^-^Hie beautiM Momm^ 
Solitary Visit to the Island of Phil<B*-Quarrel between two 
native Boys — Singular instance of retributive Justice. 

EvsKT part of Egypt is interesting and curious, but 
the only place to which the epithet of beautiful can be 
correctly applied is the island of FhiloB, which is 
situated immediately lo the south of the cataract of 
Aaoaan*. The scenery around consists of an infinity 
of steep granite rooksi which standi sooae in the walei^ 
others on the laad» all of them of the wildest and most 
piieture8i|ue ibrms. The cataract itself cannot be seen 
from the island of PhUcBi being shut out by an intsft. 
vening reek^ whose shattered mass oi red granite 
towers o¥er the ii^and, rising stra%ht out of Uie water^ 
From the top (^ iMs reek are seen the thousand iskdid% 
some ^ bate rode, some cetered witii palms and 
bttshe^ which intenrupt the eourse of die river and 
give rise to those ^diea, whir]ipool% and streams of 
ftsfyjim wwler wlttok Me oallad ^ ^ataiaell of the 
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Nile, but which may be more properly designated as 
rapids, for there is no perpendicular fall of more than 
two or three feet, and boats of the lai^est size are 
drawn with ropes against the stream through certain 
channels, and are shot down continually with the 
stream on their return without the occurrence of serious 
accidents. 

Several of these rocks are sculptured with tablets and 
inscriptions, recording the ofierings of the Pharaohs 
to the gods; and the sacred island of PhiloB, the 
burial-place of Osiris, is covered with buildings, temples, 
colonnades, gateways, and terrace walls, which are 
magnificent even in their ruin, and must have been 
superb when still entire, and filled with crowds of priests 
and devoteed, accompanied by all the flags and standards, 
gold and glitter, of the ceremonies of their emblematical 
religion. 

Excepting the Pyramids, nothing in Egypt struck 
me so much as when on a bright moonlit night I first 
entered the court of the great temple of Philoe. The 
colours of the paintings on the walls are as vivid in 
many places as they were the day they were finished : the 
silence and the solemn grandeur of the immense buildings 
around me were most imposing ; and on emerging from 
the lofty gateway between the two towers.of the propylon, 
as I wandered about the island, the tufts of palms, which 
are here of great height, with their weeping branches, 
seemed to be mourning over the desolation of the 
stately palaces and temples to which in ancient times 
all the illustrious of Egypt were wont to resort, imd into 
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whose inner recesses none might penetrate ; fer the 
secret and awful mysteries of the worship of Osiris were 
not to be revealed, nor were they even to be spoken 
of by those who were not initiated into the highest 
orders of the priesthood. Now all may wander 
where they choose, and speculate on the uses of the 
dark chambers hidden in the thickness of the walls, 
and trace out the plans of the courts and temples 
with the long lines of columns which formed the avenue 
of approach from the principal landing-place to the front 
of the great temple. 

The whole island is encumbered with piles of immense 
squared stones, the remains of buildings which must have 
been thrown down by an earthquake, as nothing else could 
shake such solid works from their fi)undations.* The 
principal temple, and several smaller ones, are still almost 
entire. One of these, called by the natives the Bed of 
Pharaoh, is a remarkably light and airy.looking structure, 
difiering, in this respect, from the usual character of 
Egyptian architecture. On the terrace overhanging the 
Nile, in front of this graceful temple, I had formed my 
habitation, where there are some vaults of more recent 
construction, which are usually taken possession of by 
travellers and fitted up with the carpets, cushions, and the 
sides of the tents which they bring with them. 

* We are perhaps not entirely acquainted with the mechanical 
powers of the ancients. The seated statue of Rameset II. in the 
Memnonium at Thebes, a solid block of granite forty or fifty, feet 
high, has been broken to pieces apparently by a tremendous blow. 
How this can have been accomplished without the aid of ganpow- 
der it i» di^kuU to conjecture. 
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Every oae who travels in Egypt ia raore or lew « 
wforisauLn, for the infinity of birds must tempt the moe^ 
idle or contemplative to go *' a hirding,** as the AmericaBs 
term it. I had ahot all sorts of birds and beasts, from a 
croeodile to a snipe ; and among other game I had shot 
multitudes of turtle doves ; these pretty litde birds being 
ezoeedingly tame, and never flying very far, I sometimes 
got three or four at a shot, and a doaen or so of them 
made a famous pie or a pilau, with rice and a tasty sauce ; 
but a somewhat singular incident put an end to my war- 
fare against them. One day I was sitting on the terrmse 
before the Bed of Pharadi, surrounded by a ctrole of 
Arabs and negroes, and we were all listening to a story 
which an old gentleman with a grey beard was telling us 
concerning the loves of the beautiful Ouardi, who was 
shut up in an enchanted palaoe on this very i^and to 
secure her from the approaches of her lover, Prince Anas 
el Ajoud, the son oi the Sultan Esshamieh, who had 
married seven wives before he had a son. The first si^ 
wives, on the birth of Anas el Ajoud, placed a log in his 
cradle, and exposed the infant in the desert, where he w^» 
nursed by a gazelle, and whence he returned to punish 
the six cruel stepmothers, who fully believed he was dead^ 
and to rejoice the heart of his father, who had been per- 
suaded by these artfiil ladies that his sultana by magic 
art had presented him with a log instead of a son, who 
was to be the heir of his dominions, 6^0, Prince Anas, 
who was in despair at being separated from his lady love, 
used to sing dismal songs as he passed in bis gilded boat 
under the walls of the island palace. These, at last, wei« 
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i:^^nde4 to firoim tb^ lattice by ttie fiiir Ooaidi^ who was 
«QQli afterwards carried nff by the eaamouved priiioe* 
The story, which was an interminable rigmarole^ as long 
as one of those spun on kern night to night by the Princess 
Sherezade^ was diversified every now and then by the 
fearful squealing of an Arab song. The old storyteller, 
fi^utti^g his eyes and Uirowing back his head that his 
mind might not be distracted by any exterior objects, 
uttered a succession of sounds which set one's teeth 
on edge.* 

* For the benefit of the reader I subjoin two of these songs 
translated from the originals ; or rather* I may say, paraphrased ; 
although the first of then) has the same rhythm as the original. The 
Dotes are but very little, if at all, altered from those which have 
been frequently sung to me* accompanied by a drum, called a 
tarabouka, or a long sort of guitar with only two or three strings. 
It must be obsenred that the chorus, Araaan, Amaan, is Amaan, 
generaUy added to all songs— ^ ikeriHam — and tliat the way this 
chorus is howled out, is tp sa European ear the most difficult part , 
to bear of the whole : 

1. 
Thine eyes, tl^ine eyes have kiU*d m^ : 

With love my heart is torn : 
Thy looks with pain have filTd me : 

AmfAn, Amaan, Amaan. 

2. 

Oh gently, devest ! gently. 

Approach me not with scorn : 
With one yweet look content me: 

Amjian* Amaan, Amaan. 

3. 
That yellow shawl endoset 

4-Soriu made to adorn 
A PfTf'f bowsr of rosep : 
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Whilst the old gentleman was shouting out one of these 
•matoiy dittiesi and I was sitting still listening to these 

4. 
The mows, the snows are melting 

On the hills of Isfahan. 
As fair, be as relenting : 

Amaan, Amaan, Amaan 



1. 
Let not her, whose eyelids sleep. 
Imagine I no vigil keep. 
Alas ! with hope and love I burn : 
Ah ! do not from thy lover turn ! 

2. 
Patron of lovers, Bedowi ! 

Ah ! give me her I hold most dear ; 
And I will vow to her, and thee, 

The brightest shawl in all Cashmere. 

3. 
Ah ! when I view thy loveliness. 

The lustre of thy deep black eye. 
My songs but add to my distress ! 

Let me behold thee once, and die. 

* 

4. 

Think not that scorn and bitter words 
Can make me from my true love sever 1 

Pierce our hearts, then, with your swords : 
The blood of both will flow together. 

5. 
Fill us the golden bowl with wine ; 

Give us the ripe and downy peach : 
And, in this bower of jessamine, 

No sorrows our retreat shall reach. 

6. 
Masr may boast her lovely girls. 

Whose necks are deck'd with pearls and gold : 
The gold would fail ; the purest pearls 

Would blush could they my love behoUl 
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heart-rending sounds, a turtle-dove — ^who was probably 
awakened from her sleep by the fearful discord, or might, 
periiaps, have been the beautiful Princess Ouardi herself 
transiR>rmed into the likeness of a dove — ^flew out of one of 
the palm-trees which grow on the edge of the bank, and 
perched at a little distance from us. We none of us 
moved, and the turtle-dove, after pausing for a moment, 
ran towards me and nestled under the full sleeve of my 
benisch. It stayed there till the story and the songs were 
ended, and when I was obliged to arise, in order to make 
my compliments to the departing guests, the dove flew 
into the palm-tree again, and went to roost among the 
branches, where several others were already perched with 
their heads under their wings. Thereupon I made a vow 
never to shoot another turtle-dove, however much pie or 
pilau might need them, and I fairly kept my vow. Luckily 
turtle-doves are not so good as pigeons, so it was no great 
loss. Although not to be compared to the Roman bird, 
the Egyptian pigeon is very good eating when he is tender 
and well dressed. 

7. 
Famed Skanderieh's beauties, too. 

On Syria's richest silks recline ; 
Their rosy lips are sweet, 'tis true ; 

But can they be compared to thine i 

8. 
Fairest ! your beauty comes from Heaven: 
Freely the lovely gift was given. 
Resist not, then, the high decree— 
Twai fated I should sigh for thee. 

This last song is well known upon the Nile by the nams €f 
its chorpt* JDoofi ya leUu 

6* 
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As I am 09 the subject of birds, I will rdMe a fact bi 
natural history which I was fortunate enough to witnesSy 
U|d which, aldiough it is mendooed so long ago as the 
times of Herodotus, \u^ not, I believe, been often observed 
UQoe ; indeed, I have never met with any traveller whs 
has himself seen such an occurrence. 

I had always a strong predilection for crocodile shooting, 
and had destroyed several of Aese dragons of the waters. 
On one occasion I saw» a long way oS, a large one, twelve 
or fifljsen feet long, lying asleep under a perpendicular 
bjank about ten feet high, on the margin of the river. I 
stopped ^e boat at some distance ; and noting the place as 
well as I could, I took a circuit inland, and came down 
cautiously to the top of the bank, whence with a heavy 
rifle I made sure of my ugly game. I had already cut off 
his head in imagination, and was considering whether it 
should be stuffed with its mouth open or shut I peeped 
over the bank. There he was, withi|:i ten feet of the sight 
of the rifle, I was on the point of firing at his eye, when 
I observed that he was attended by a bird called a ssic- 
zac. It is of the plover species, of a greyish colour, 
a|»d as large as a small pigeon. 

The bird was walking up and down close to the doco- 
dile's n^se. I supposed I moved, for suddenly it saw me, 
and instead of flying away, as any respectable bird 
would have done, he jumped up about a fix>t from the 
ground, screamed " Ziczac ! ziczac !" with all the powers 
of his voice, an<^ dashed himself against the crocodile's 
face two or three times. The great beast started up, and 
immediately spyix)|; his danger, made a jump up into the 
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«ir, and dashing into the water with a splash which covered 
flie with mud, he dived into the river and disappeared. 
The ziczac, to my increased admiration, proud apparently 
of having saved his friend, remained walking up and 
down, uttering his cry, as I thought, with an exulting 
voice, and standing every now and then on the tips of his 
toes in a conceited manner, which made me justly angry 
with his impertinence. After having waited in vain for 
some time, to see whether the crocodile would come out 
again, I got up from the hank where I was lying, threw a 
clod of earth at the ziczac, and came back to the boat, 
feeling some consolation for the loss of my game in having 
witnessed a circumstance, the truth of which has been dis- 
puted by several writers on natural history. 

The Arabs say that every race of animals is governed 
by its chief, to whom the others are bound to pay obei- 
sance. The king of the crocodiles holds his court at the 
bottom of the Nile near Siout. The king of the fleas lives 
at Tiberias, in the Holy Land ; and deputations of illus. 
trious fleas, from other countries, visit him on a certain 
day in his palace, situated in the midst of beautiful gar- 
dens, under the Lake of Genesareth. There is a bird 
which is common in Egypt called the hoopoe (Abou hood- 
hood), of whose king the following legend is related. This 
bird is of the size and shape as well as the "colour of a 
woodcock ; but has a crown of feathers on its head, which 
it has the power of raising and depressing at will. It is a 
tame, quiet bird, usually to be found walking leisurely in 
search of its food on the margin of the water. It seldom 
takes long flights ; and is not harmed by the natives, who 
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are much more sparing of the lives of animals than we 
Europeans are : — 

In the days of King Solomon, the son of David, who, by 
Ihe virtue of his cabalistic seal, reigned supreme over 
genii as well as men, and who could speak the languages 
of animals of all kinds, all created beings were subservient 
to his will. Now when the king wanted to travel, he 
made use, for his conveyance, of a carpet of a square 
form. This carpet had the property of extending itself to 
& sufficient size to carry a whole army, with the tents and 
baggage ; but at other times it could be reduced so as to be 
only large enough for the support of the royal throne, and 
of those ministers whose duty it was to attend upon the 
person of the sovereign. Four genii of the air then took 
the four corners of the carpet, and carried it with its con- 
tents wherever King Solomon desired. Once the king was 
on a journey in the air, carried upon his throne of ivory 
over the various nations of the earth. The rays of tho 
sun poured down upon his head, and he had nothing 
to protect him from its heat. The fiery beams were 
beginning to scorch his neck and shoulders when he saw 
a flock of vultures flying past. '' Oh, vultures !" cried 
King Solomon, <' come and fly between me and the sun, 
and make a shadow with your wings to protect me, 
for its rays are scorching my neck and face.'* But the 
vultures answered, and said, " We are flying to the north, 
and your face is turned towards the south. We desire to 
continue on our way ; and be it known unto thee^ O king! 
that we will not turn back on our flight, neith^ will wd 
dy abovayaur throne to protect you from the suui although 
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it» rays vmlj be soorefaiiig your neck and face.'' Then 
King Solomon lifted up his voice, and said, ^ Onraed be jBf 

valtnree !— -and because jo« wMl net obey the oom- 
maads of your lord, iiiio ndes over the whole worid, die 
Ibathen of yout necks shall fid! off; and the heat of the 
son, and the ootdness of the winter, and the keenneas 
of the wind, and the beating of the rain, shall fall opoa 
3rour rebeHbns necks, which shall not be protected widi 
feadiefs like the neeks of other Mrcb. And iiiiereas yoa 
hare hidlerto fiired delicately, henceforward ye ^all eat 
carrion BXkd feed upon offal ; and your race shall bfli 
impure imtil the end of the world.'^ Ami it was done 
nnto the vultures as King Solomon had said. 

Now it fell out that there was a flock of hoopoes flying 
past; and the king cried out to them, and said, "O 
hoopoes! come and fly between me and the sun, that 

1 may be protected from its rays by the shadow of your 
wings." Whereupon the king of the hoopoes answered, 
wad said, ^ O king, we are but little fowls, and we are not 
able to aflbrd much shade ; but we will gather our nation 
together, and by our numbers we will make up for out 
small size.'' So the hoopoes gathered ti^ether, vad, 
flying in a cloud over the throne of the king, they shelterei 
him from the Tays of the sun. 

When the journey was over, and King Solomon sat 
upon his golden throne, in his palace of ivory, iiiiereof the 
doors were emerald, and the windows of diamonds, larger 
even than the diamond of Jemshid, he commanded that die 
king of the hoopoes should stand before his feet. <<Now/' 
SiMiBMg Moinon, <' for the service that thoaani thy raoi 
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b8V« rendered, aod tie ebedienee tlxm kest Aerwa te ik$ 
kingy tiij lord and raaater, what shall be doae unto theoi 
O hoopoe ? and what shall be given to the hoopoes at tiy 
raoe for a meinorial and a rewaid V* Now the hkig of the 
hoopoes was eonfmed widi the great honour of stan^^ 
before the foot of the king ; and, makii^ his obeisanee, and 
laying his right claw upon his heart, he said, ** O king, 
live for ever ! Let a day be giren to ^y servant, to oob* 
aider wi^ his queen and his cooncillors what it shall be 
thai the king shidl give unto as for a reward." And King 
SoloQum said, " Be it so." And it was so. 

B«t the king of the hoopoes flew away ; BXkd he went to 
his quee&, who was a dainty hen, and he tcdd her what had 
happened, and he desired her advice as to what they 
should ask of the king for a reward; and he called 
together his cooneil, and they sat upon a tree^ and they 
eaeh of them cbsired a difSsrent thing. Some wished for 
a long tail ; some wished for blue and green feathers ; 
aoma wished to be as large as ostriches ; some wished for 
one &i|ig, and some for another ; and they debated till the 
going down of the sun, but they could not agree together* 
Then the queen took &e king of die hoc^oes apart and 
said unto him, ^ My dear lord and husband, listen to my 
words ; and as we have preserved the head of King Soktr 
raon, let us ask for crowns of gold on our heads, that wo 
may be superior to all other birds." And the words of 
the q/imerk and the princesses her daughters prevailed : and 
the king of the hoopoes presetted himadf before the thiooe 
of Solomon, and desired of him that all hoopoea idioidd 
weargaJdett^owBaupoatiMiibMda. Then I 
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^* Hast thou considered well what it is tliat thou desirest f 
And the hoopoe said, " I have considered well, and we 
desire to have golden crowns upon our heads." So Solo- 
mon replied, *' Crowns of gold shall ye have : but, behold, 
thou art a foolish bird ; and when the evil days shall come 
upon thee, and thou seest the folly of thy heart, return 
here to me, and I will give thee help." So the king of the 
hoopoes left the presence of King Solomon with a golden 
crown upon his head. And all the hoopoes had golden 
crowns ; and they were exceeding proud and haughty. 
Moreover, they went down by the lakes and the pools, 
and walked by the margin of the water, that they might 
admire themselves as it were in a glass. And the queen 
of the hoopoes gave herself airs, and sat upon a twig ; and 
she refused to speak to the merops her cousin, and the 
other birds who had been her friends, because they were 
but vulgar birds, and she wore* a crown of gold upon her 
head. 

Now there was a certain fowler who set traps for birds ; 
and he put a piece of a broken mirror into his trap, and a 
hoopoe that went in to admire herself was caught. And 
the fowler looked at it, and saw the shining crown upon 
its head ; so he wrung off its head, and took the crown to 
Issachar, the son of Jacob, the worker in metal, and he 
asked him what it was. So Issachar, the son of Jacob, 
said, << It is a crown of brass." And he gave the fowler a 
quarter of a shekel for it, and desired him, if he found any 
more, to bring them to him, and to tell no man thereof. So 
the fowler caught some more hoopoes, and sold their 
mownft to Issachar, the son of Jacob ; until one day he met 
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another man who was a jeweller, and he showed him 
several of the hoopoes' crowns. Whereupon the jeweller 
told him that they were of pure gold ; and he gave the 
fowler a talent of gold for four of them. 

Now when the value of these crowns was known, the 
fame of them got abroad, and in all the land of Israel was 
heard the twang of bows and the whirling of slings ; bird- 
lime was made in every town ; and the price of traps rose 
in the market, so that the fortunes of the trap-makers 
increased. Not a hoopoe could show its head but it wan 
slain or taken captive, and the days of the hoopoes wero 
numbered. Then their minds were filled with sorrow and 
dismay, and before long few were left to bewail their cruel 
destiny. 

At last, flying by stealth through the most unfrequented 
places, the unhappy king of the hoopoes went to the court 
of King Solomon, and stood again before the steps of the 
golden throne, and with tears and groans related the mis* 
fortunes which had happened to his race. 

So King Solomon looked kindly upon the king of the 
hoopoes, and said unto him, "Behold, did I not warn 
thee of thy folly, in desiring to have crowns of gold ? 
Vanity and pride have been thy ruin. But now, that 
a memorial may remain of the service which thou didst 
render unto me, your crowns of gold shall be changed 
into crowns of feathers, that ye may walk unharmed 
upon the earth." Now when the fowlers saw that the 
hoopoes no longer wore crowns of gold upon their heads, 
they ceased from the persecution of their race; and 
from that time forth the family of the hoopoes have 
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flouiiffaed and inoreaied, and hare continued in peaos 
•▼en to the present day. 

And here eodeth the veracious history of the king of th« 
hoopoes. 

But to return to the island of PhiloB. The neighbour^ 
hood of the catai|u;ts is inhabited by a peculiar race of 
people, who are neither Arabs, nor negroes, like the 
Nubians, whose land joins to theirs. They are of a clear 
copper colour; and are slightly but elegantly formed. 
They have woolly hair ; and are not encumbered with 
much clothing. The men wear a short tunic of white 
cotton ; but often have only a petticoat round their loins. 
The married women have a piece of stuff thrown over 
their heads which envelopes the whole person. Under 
this they wear a curious garment made of fine strips ot 
black leather, about a foot long, like a fringe. This 
hangs round the hips, and forms the only clothing of 
unmarried girls, whose forms are as perfbct as that 
of any ancient statue. They dress their hair precisely in 
the same way as we see in the pictures of the ancient 
Egyptians, plaited in numerous tresses, which descend 
about half way down the neck, and are plentifully 
anointed with castor-oil | that they may not spoil their 
head-dresses, they use, instead of a pillow to rest their 
heads upon at night, a stool of hard wood like those which 
are found in the ancient tombs, and which resemble in 
shape the handle of a crutch more tha^ anything else that 
I can think of. The women are fond of necklaces 
and armlets of beads ; and the men wear a knife of a 
peculiar fi>rm, stuck into an armlet above the elboil^ of 
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the left am* When they go from home they eenry e 
qpeer» and a ahield made of the skiQ of the hipfiopolanMM 
or orooodiley with which they are Tery oleyer in warding 
off Uowty and in defending tbemaelTea from atonee or 
other miarilea* 

Of thia raee was $ girl called Molina^ whom I had 
known as a child when I was first at Philce. She grew 
up to be the meet beautiful brooie statue that can be 
oonoeived. She used to bring eggs from the island on 
which she lived to Phikn: her means of conveyance 
across the water was a piece of the trunk of a dooaw 
tree^ upon which she supported herself as she swam 
across the Nile ten times a-day. I never saw so per- 
fect a figure as that of Mouna. She was of a lighter 
brown than most of the other girls, and was exactly 
the colour of a new copper kettle. She had magnificent 
large eyes ; and her face had but a slight leaning towards 
the Ethiopian contour. Her hands and feet were 
wonderfully small and delicately formed. In short, she 
was a perfect beauty in her way ; but the perfume of the 
castor-oil with which she was anointed had so strong a 
savour that, when she brought us the eggs and chickens^ 
I always admired her at a distance of ten yards to wind* 
ward. She had an ornamented calabash to hold her 
oastor-oil, from wl^ich she made a fresh toilette everv 
time she swam across the Nile^ 

I have been three Uines at Philqe, and indeed I had so 
great an ado^iration of the place that on my last visits 
tJbiitkiiig W prob#ble that I «hoidd never again b^liold ila 
wonderful ruins and extraordinary scenery, I determined 
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lo spend the day there alone, that I might meditate at my 
leisure and wander as I choee from one well-rememhered 
spot to another without the incumbrance of half a dozen 
peofde staring at whatever I looked at, and following me 
about out of pure idleness. Greatly did I enjoy my soli- 
tary day, and whilst leaning over the parapet on the top 
of the great Propylon, or seated on one of the terraces 
which overhung the Nile, I in imagination repeopled the 
scene, with the forms of the priests and worshippers of 
other days, restored the fallen temples to their former 
glory, and could almost think I saw the processions wind- 
ing round their walls, and heard the trumpets, and the 
harps, and the sacred hymns in honour of the great 
Osiris. In the evening a native came over with a little 
boat to take me off the island, and I quitted with regret 
this strange and interesting region. 

I landed at the village of rude huts on the shore of the 
river and sat down on a stone, waiting for my donkey, 
which I purposed to ride through the desert in the cool of 
the evening to Assouan, where my boat was moored. 
While I was sitting there, two boys were playing and 
wrestling together; they were naked and about nine or 
ten years old. They soon began to quarrel, and one of 
them drew the dagger which he wore upon his arm and 
stabbed the other in the throat. The poor boy fell to the 
ground bleeding ; the dagger had entered his throat on the 
left side under the jaw-bone, and being directed upwards 
had cut his tongue and grazed the roof of his mouth. 
Whilst he cried and writhed about upon the ground with 
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the blood pouriifg out of his mouth, the villagers came out 
from their cabins and stood around talking and screaming^ 
but a^rding no help to the poor boy. Presently a young 
man, who was, 1 believe, a lover of Mouna's, stood up 
and asked where the father of the boy was, and why he 
did not come to help him. The villagers said he had no 
father. " Where are his relations, then ?" he asked. The 
boy had no relations, there was no one to care for him in 
the village. On hearing this he muttered some words 
which I did not understand, and started off after the boy 
who had inflicted the wound. The young assassin ran 
away as fast as he could, and a famous chase took place. 
They darted over the plain, scrambled up the rock^, and 
jumped down some dangerous-looking places among the 
masses of granite which formed the background of the 
village. At length the boy was caught, and, screaming 
and struggling, was dragged to the spot where his victim 
lay moaning and heaving upon the sand. The youi^ 
man now placed him between his legs, and in this way 
held him tight whilst he examined the wound of the other, 
putting his finger into it and opening his mouth to see 
exactly how far it extended. When he had satisfied him- 
self on the subject he called for a knife ; the boy had 
thrown his away in the race, and he had not one himself. 
The villagers stood silent around, and one of them having 
handed him a dagger, the young man held the boy's head 
sideways across his thigh and cut his throat exactly in the 
same way as he had done to the other. He then pitched 
him away upon the ground, and the two lay together 
bleeding and writhing side by side. Their wounds were 
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precisely the sanie ; the seootid operation ^ad been most 
expertly per^mned, and the knife had passed just whevs 
yie boy had stabbed his playmate. The wounds, I believe, 
were not dangetous, for presently hoik the boys got up 
and were led away to their homes. It was a i^rioos 
instanee of retributive justice, ^lowitag out the <^ law 
ci blood fer Uood^ an eye for m eye, a tadtk tbt a tooth* 
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JERUSALEM AND THE MONASTERY 
OF ST. SABBA. 



CHAPTER Xm. 

JowrMj to JeroMlMi— Fint View of the Holy City— The Vtlley 
of Oihon— Appearance of the City — ^The Latin Conyent of St. 
Salvador— Inhospitable Reception by the Monks — ^Visit to the 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre — Deecription of the Interior^> 
The Chapel of the Sepulchre— The Chapel of the Croee on 
Mount Calvary— The Tomb and Sword of Godfrey de Bouillon- 
Arguments in favour of the Authenticity of the Holy Sepulchre 
—The Invention of the Cto« hy the EmpreM Heleiiir-Les«id 
of the Cross. 

« Eoco apparir G^rusalein u rede* 
Ecco additar Gerusalem si 8corge» 
Ecco da mile voce unitamente, 
G^ttsalemme Balutar si seiite. 



E r uno all' altro il mostra e in ttoito oblit, 
Ia noja e il mal dellt passete via. 



Al gran piacer che quella prima rista, 
Dokemente spiro nell' altrai petlD» 
Alta contrizion succese mista, 
Di timoroso e riverente affetto, 
Ossano appena d' inalzar la vista 
Ver la citta, di Christo albergo eletto : 
Dove mori, dove sepolto ftie ; 
Dove poi riveste le membre sue." 

Tasso, Oerutaltmme LSberaia, Canto 8. 

Wb left otir camels and dromedaries^ and wild Arabs of 
die desert, at Gaza ; and being now provided with horses^ 
and a tamer sort of Tahoo to attend npoa, timn, w took 
ov way tf^Mii te kilb towards Jenmlsni. 
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The road passes over a successioQ of rounded rocky 
hills, almost every step being rendered interesting by its 
connexion with the events of Holy Writ. On our lefl we 
taw the village of Kobab, and on our right the ruins of a 
castle said to have been built by the Maccabees, and not 
far from it the remains of an ancient Christian church. 

As our train of horses surmounted each succeeding 
eminence, every one was eager to be the first who should 
catch a glimpse of the Holy City. Again and agsdn we 
were disappointed ; another rocky valley yawned beneath 
ns, and another barren stony hill rose up beyond. 
There seemed to be no end to the intervening hills and 
dales; they appeared to multiply beneath our feet. At 
last, when we had almost given up the point, and had 
ceased to contend for the first view by galloping ahead, as 
we ascended another rocky brow we saw the towers of 
what seemed to be a Grothic castle ; then, as we approached 
nearer, a long line of walls and battlements appeared 
crowning a ridge of rock which rose from a narrow valley 
to the right. This was the valley of the pools of Gihon, 
where Solomon was crowned, and the battlements which 
rose above it were the long looked-for walls of Jerusalem. 
With one accord our whole party drew their bridles, and 
stood still to gaze for the first time upon this renowned and 
sacred city. 

It is not easy to describe the sensations which fill the 
breast of a Christian when, afler a long and toilsome 
journey, he first beholds this, the most interesting and 
^venerated spot upon the whole surface of the globe* 
Bvery one waa silent for a whilei absorbed in the- deepest 
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oontemplation. The object of our pilgrimage Was acoom* 
plished, and I do not think that an3rthing we saw after- 
wards daring our stay in Jerusalem made a more profound 
impression on our minds than this first distant view. 

It was curious to observe the different efiect which our 
approach to Jerusalem had upon the various persons who 
composed our partj. A Christian pilgrim, who had joined 
us on the road, fell down upon his knees and kissed the 
holy ground ; two others embraced each other, and con- 
gratulated themselves that they had li?ed to see Jerusalem. 
As for us Franks, we sat bolt upright upon our horses, and 
stared and said nothing; whilst around us the more 
natural children of the East wept for joy, and, as in the 
army of the Crusaders, the word Jerusalem f Jerusalem I 
waa repeated from mouth to mouth ; but we, who consider 
ourselves civilized and superior beings, repressed cur emo- 
tions ; we were above showing that we participated in the 
feelings of ouit bai^arous companions. As for myself, I 
would have got off my horse and walked bare-foofed tbwaida 
the gate, as some did, if I had. dared.; but I was in fear 
of being laughed at for my. absurdity, and theiefcHfe sat 
fast in my saddle. A% last I blew my nose, and^ p?«s8iiig 
the sharp edges of my Arab stirrups on the lank sides of 
my poor weary jade, I rode on slowly towards the Bethle^ 
hem gate. 

On Uie slopmg sides of ^e valley of Gibonnumerous 
groups of people were lying under the olive-trees in the 
cool qf the evening, and parties of grave Turks, seated on 
their carpets by the road-side, were smoking their long 
j^ipes in 4igni^<l silence. But what struck me.most waii 

7 
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okl wlttte-faduded Jews, who wert hoMtog fimh to 
groups of their fiieods or dlfciplet under the walla oi tto 
city of their father^ and dilating perhaps v^Km tb9 
glorious acdoM of their m^ m former daya. 

Jerusalem has been dasonbed i» a d^aart^d and melan- 
chdy ruin, filling the mind with imiigea of daaolatioa and 
decay, but it did not atril^e me aa auch. It ia still a ooipa. 
pact city, aa it ia described in Scripture i the Saracenic 
walb hara a stately, magnificent aH>earance; they am 
built of large and massive stcHies. The square towers, 
which are aeen at intenrals, are handsome and in good 
repair ; and there is an imposing dignity in the appearance 
of the grim M citadel, whioh rises in the centre of tbo 
line of walls and towers^ with its batteries and terraces 
one above another, surmounted with ^ crimsoo flag of 
Turkey floating heavily oYer the conquered giity qi tha 
cross. 

We entered by the Bethlehem gata; it ia cpaa* 
manded by the citadel, whioh waa built by the po^tlo 
of Pisa, and is still called tl^ castle of the Piaana« 
There we had anne parleying with the E^gyptiaA 
guards, and, crossing an open space hmom kk mo- 
nastic tradition aa the garden where Bathsheba was 
bathing when die waa aeen by King David finom 
the roof of his palace, we threaded a labyrijith <^ 
narrow streets, which the horses of our party com- 
pletely blocked up ; and as soon aa we could, we aant 
a man with our letters of introduction fo the superior 
of the Latin convent, I had letters from CanUna) 
Wahl and CSaidinal Pedioini, which wa pmauoMd 
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wmiM ensure ua a warm and hospitable reeeptioA| 
and as travellers are usually lodged in tke moaasiio 
establbbments, we went on at onee to the Latin con^ 
Vent of St. Salvador^ where we expected to enjoy all 
the comforts and luxuries of European dvili£atioft 
after our weary journey over ik» desert from Bgypl« 
We, however, quickly disoovered our mistake ; ht, on 
dismounting at the gate of the convent, we weM 
received in a very cod way by the monkS) who ap>* 
peared to make the reception of travellers a men 
matter of interest, and treated us as if we w>ere 4am 
under their feet. They put us hito a wmK^ed hole in 
the Casa Nuova, a house beloi^ing to them near die 
convent, where there was scaroely room fktr our bag^ 
ge^l and we went to bed not a lltde moftifisd al 
our inhospitable reception by our Christian bteymn, so 
d^rent fkmi what we had always ai^rienosd from the 
Mahometens. The convent of Bl Salvadcur belongs to a 
community of Francisoan IHars ; they wem most of tibsdi 
Spaniards, and, being so te away fnom tfaa sopenor 
^cers of their oi^er, they were not kept in very perfect 
discipline. It was probacy owing to our being heretiBi 
that we were not better received. Fortunately we had 
our own beds, tents, ooddng^utensiliiy oarpet% d^^ 
so that we soon made ourselves comfortaUe iH 
^ke bare vaulted rooms which were albttad to us, 
and for which, by-the-by, we had to pay pret^ 
handsomely. 

The next morning early w» went to ^ cbwcb of te 
tMf flbipiddhre^ ^heooniiiig ik^ Mn tmm Ae 
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and then down a flight of narrow steps into a small paved 
oourty one side of which is occupied by the Gothic front 
of the church. The court was full of people selling 
beads and cruciiSxes and other boly ware. We had to 
wait some time, tiU the Turkish doorkeepers^ came to 
unlock the doori as they ke§p the keys of the church, 
which is <mly open on certain days, ei[pept to votaries of 
distinction. There is a hole in the door, through which 
the pilgrims gave quantities of things to the monks inside 
to be laid upon the sepulchre. At last the door was 
opened, and we w^it into the church. 

On entering these sacred walls the attention is first 
directed to a large slab of fnarble on the floor opposite 
the door, with several lamps suspended over it,^^ and three 
enormous waxen tapers about twenty feet in height stand- 
ing at each end. The pilgrims approach it on tb^r 
knees, touch and kiss it, and, prostrating themselves before 
k, of^r up their adoration. This, you are told, is :the 
stone on which the body of our Lord was washed and 
anointed, and prepared for the tomb. 

Turning to the left, we cam0 tp a round stc^ let 
into the pavement, with a canopy of ornamental iron- 
w(^k over it. Here the Virgin Mary is said to have 
iltood when the body of our Saviour was taken down from 
the cross. 

Leaving this, we entered the circular space im- 
mediately under the great dome, which i^ about 
eighty feet in diameter, and is surrounded by eighteen 
large square piers, which support the front of a broad 
gallery. Formerly this, circular, gallery, was. siqpportef^ 
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by white marble pillars: but the church was burnt 
down about twenty years ago, through the negligence 
of a drunken Greek monk, who set a light to some parts 
of the woodwork, and then endeavoured to put out the 
flames by throwing aqua vitas upon them, which he mistook 
for water. 

The Chapel of the Sepulchre stands under the centre 
of the dome. It is a small oblong house of stone, rounded 
at one end, where there is an altar for th^ Coptic and 
Abyssinian Christians. At the other end it is square, and 
has a platform of marble in front, which is ascended by a 
flight of steps, and has a low parapet wall and a seat on 
each side. The chapel contains two rooms. Taking 
off our shoes and turbans, we entered a low narrow 
door, and went into a chamber, in the centre of which 
stands a block of polished marble. On this stone 
sat the angel who announced the blessed tidings ot 
the resurrection. 

From this room, which has a small round window 
on each side, we passed through another low door 
into the inner chamber, which contains the Holy 
Sepulchre itself, which, however, is not visible, being 
concealed by an altar of white marble. It is said to 
be a long narrow excavation like a grave or the interior 
of a sarcophagus hewed out of the rock just beneath 
the level of the ground. Six rows of lamps of silver 
gilt, twelve in each row, hang from the ceiling, and 
are kept perpetually burning. The tomb occupies 
nearly one half of the sepulchral chamber, and ex- 
tends firom one end of it to the other on ^e nght 
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m4» of the door as you enter; a spaoe of three feel 
wide and rather nx>re than six feet long in front of 
U being all that remains for the acoonunodatiiHi of the 
pilgrims, so that not naore than three or four can be 
admitted at a time, 

Lfoaving this hallowed spot, we were conducted first 
to the place where our hcffd appeared to Mary Mag- 
dalen, and then to the Chapel of the Latins, where a part 
of the pillar of flagellation is preserved. 

The Greeks have possession of the choir of the church, 
whioh is ^posite the door of the Holy Sepulchre. This 
part of the building is of great ^ze, anQ is magnificeatly 
decorated with gold and carving and stiff pictures of the 
saints. In the centre is a globe of black marble on a pe^ 
destal, under which they say the head of Adam was found ; 
and you are told also that this is the exact centre of the 
globe ; the Greeks having thus transferred to Jerusalem, 
from the temple of Apollo at Delphi, the absurd notions 
of the psgan priests of antiquity relative to the fcurm of 
the earths 

Returning towards the door of the church, and leaving^ 
it on our right hand, we ascended a flight of about twenty 
step8» and found ourselves in the Chapel of the Cross oo 
Mount Calvary. At the upper end of this chapel is an 
altar, on the spot where the crucifixion took place, and 
under it is the hole into which the end of the cross was 
fixed : this is surrounded with a glory of silver gilt, and 
on each side of it, at the distance of about six foet, are 
the holes in which the crosses of the two thieves stood,. 
I^Iasr totbesc^iaa long nentin the roek» which was q>QOdd 
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by an earthqaaka at the time of the orticifixieo. Ahhougk 
the three croeses af^ar to have atood veiy near to eadb 
otheTy yet« from the maimer in wfaidi they a^ placiad^ there 
would have been room eoovgh lor them, as the orosa ci 
0iir fiaviour stands in finrait of ^be ether two. 

Leaving this chi^ we entered a kind of vauh imder 
the stairs^ in which the rent of the itick n again seen : it 
attends from the ceiliiig to Uie floot, and has every appear* 
ance of having been caused by some oonvulaioii of nature, 
and not ^ynned by the hands of man. Here were formerly 
the tombs of Godfrey de Bouillon and Baldwin bb brother, 
who were buried beneath the oroas for which they fought 
so valiantly : but these tomba have lately been destroy-- 
by the Greeks, whose detestation of everything connected 
with the Latin Church exceeds their aversion fo the Ma- 
hometan creeds In the silcristy of the Latin monks we 
were shewn the sword and ^nirs of Godfrey de Bouillon ; 
iht sword m apparently of the age assigned to k: it Is 
double-edged and straighffc, with a oross-gaard.* 

In aiDother pan of the ehufdi Is a small dismal ehape), 
in the floor «f #hich are several ancient tombs ; dne ni 
tbem is said ta be the sepulchre of Joseph of Ariniathea. 
Of the anti^i^y of tiiese tombs there cannot be the adigl^ 

* Thii eword is used by the Eeyerendissimo, the titf e gi7«n to 
thd daf>eriol> df the Frdiid«eaiis, when ht confers the o^ler of 
Knight of the Holy Sepirichre, which is only given to a Roman 
Catholic of nobl6 birth. The Reverendissimo is also authorized by 
the Po|f)e to give a flag bearing the Five Crosses of Jerusalem to 
the captain of any ship who has rendered service to the Catholic 
religion. These honours were first instituted by the Christian 
Rings of Jerusalem, but they are now Stold by the BKonbs for about 
tety4<Hh«v t» nigr Bomm eatholie who liloes t9 pay for th4m 
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est doubt ; and their being here forms the best argameat 
lor the autheMicitj of the Holy Sepulchre itself as k 
■hows that thb was formerly a place of buriali nptwitb- 
itanding its situation in the centre of the ancient city, 
contrary to the almost universal practice of the anciem% 
whose sepulchres are always found some short distance 
from their cities ; indeed, among the E^ptians, whose 
manners seem to have. been followed in many respects by 
the Jews, it was a law that no one should be buried in the 
oultiTated grounds, but their tombs were excavated in the 
rocks of the desert, that the agricultural and other daily 
pursuits of the living might not interfere with the repose 
of the dead. It is mentioned in the Bible that Christ was 
led (m< to be crucified ; but it is not quite clear from .tl|e 
passage whether he was led out of the city of Jerusalem 
itself, or only from the city of David on Mount Sion, which 
appears to have been the citadel and place of residence 
of the Roman governor. If so, the site of the Holy Se- 
pulchre may be the true one ; and in common with all 
other pilgrims, I am inclined to hope that the tomb now 
pointed out may really be the sepulchre of Chrbct. 

Descending a flight of steps from the body of the church, 
we entered the subterranean chapel of St. Helena, below 
which is another vault, in which the true cross is said to 
have been found. A very curious account of the finding 
of the cross is to be seen in the black-letter pages of Cax- 
ton's * Grolden Legend,' and it has formed the subject of 
many singular traditions and romantic stories in former 
days. The history of this famous relic would be tedious 
were I to narrate it in the obsolete phraseology of the 
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&ther 0^ English printing, and I will therelbit^ cuotlf give 
a short summary of the legend ; althoagh, to those #ho^ 
take an interest in monastic traditions, the accounts given 
in old books, which were read by our anbeslorB 1iefi>re the 
Reformation with all the sober seriousness of mdoilbting 
faith, aflbrd a curious instance of the proneneas of the 
human intellect to mistake the shadow fbr the substance, 
and to substitute an unbounded veneration f6r outward 
observances fbr the more reasonable acts of spiritual 
deVotion. • 

In thi9 middle ages, whfie the worship of oar Saviour 
was completely neglected, the wooden cross upon which he 
was supposed to have suffered was the object of universal 
adoration to all sects of Christians : armies fought with, 
r^igious enthusiasm, not for the fidth, but for the reHo of 
the cross ; stnd the traditidns regarding it were received 
as undoubted facts by the heroes of the crusades, the 
hierarchy of the Church, and all who called themselves 
Christians, in those iron ages, when with rope and fagot, 
fire and sword, the fierce piety even of good men sought 
to enforce the precepts of Him whose advent was heralded 
witii the angels' hymn of <<peace on eardi and good will 
towards men/' 

It is related in ^ apocryphal Gospel of Nioodomus> 
that wh^. Adam /ell sick he sent his scm Seth to the gate 
of the terrestrial' paradise to ask the angel for some drops 
of the oil of mercy, which dktilled from the tree of life, to 
cure him of his disease; but the angel answered that he 
coidd not recdve diis healing oil until MOO years had 
pfissml. rnrny He gave him» howevari a. tomt^ of thia^ 
7* 
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tm^^ and il was planted upon Adam'a grave. In aftat 
ag^ tbft tcae floiAnoh^d and waxed exieeeding, fau:» ht 
AA%m vaa bmed m Mciiiat liebaocAi notv^ry fiu: from th** 
{daea sear PamnaaMa whaaoa the red eaxtb of which, hw 
bodgp waft lamiad hy^ tba Giaaitcff bad tieeo taken. Whew 
lUki% Q m t m a£ Al^anoiat. eame Ut rmt S^iUmon Hm 
King» aba wambtppad thia tvae, fos abe aaid d>a& theseon^ 
abottld t^e Savkiwr of the ^fi^d. be; haagedw and that fra«» 
thai tiflM ike kkigdomi <rf the fcwa should oeaaew Upa» 
hearing this, Solomon commanded that the tree should be 
cm down and bomd in a oMtaui. placa in Jemmh^na, 
ii^eie alUtwardat tha^ pool of Betteada^ waat dugw and 
tba aBgd( that had ehazga of the mifstainouBi tree tioid)M 
tka water of tha pool at <smtaiiL seaaonai. md tboae whofica^ 
dipped into it were cuatfll of their ailraaata* Aa tfao tisaoT 
of the pasaoD ofi the Saxiaur appnached^, tha wood floated 
oBi thosacfittae of tha waleiv and of that pleca of tbnbex^ 
which waa of eadar, &o Jawa nrada tba ui»ight. paivt of tbe 
cree% the eroaa bean* waai mada oB e3qur«a% die. pieoe! on 
which hia i^t mated wiaa of pakQ, and the otbei^ on whiok 
the supenoriptieft was^ wiilten, waa oH oimi^ 

After 4& ofueillilon> the holy cfosa and tba csDsata of 
the two thieves were thrown into the towm ditch, oiy 
aoeord^g' to aome^ iBto> an eM vaci$tp whii^ was near 
at hand, and they were^ eorei^d with^ the refttsa and ruina 
of the c^. ftt hffB' extreme old i^e' the Empvess H^ena, 
making a pilgrimage to J^erusafem^ threatened' al( the .Mir. 
ish inhabitants with torture' am) dei^ if Idley did not 
produce the hofy eroes fioai th& phice wh^i^- their an* 
oealorr had oonceafod if^ a«d at IMS on old JiHwnMawdt 
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Su46d, who kid been put into prisoii and Wis mtxtf 
famished, consented to i^veal the seoref ; he aooordi^y 
petitioned Heaven, whereupon the earth trembled, and firond 
the fissures in the ^und a delicious aromatic odour issued 
Forth, i^ on the sbif h^iH^ removed die three crosses were' 
discovered ; and near the crossed the superscription was 
also found, hut it Was^ Aot known to which of the tiiree it 
belonged. However^ Macartus, Bishop of Jerusalem, 
r^pdriiig With the E^res!^ to the house of a noUe lady 
who was aflicted With an incurable disease, she waar 
immediately restored' to health by touching the true cross ; 
«nd the body df a yoUtag man which was being carried out 
to burial Wad bibught to Iff^ Oki being taftf upon the holy 
wood. At the dghl: of these ik^racles Judas the Jew 
became a Christian, and was baptized by the name of 
Quiriacus, to the gfetft !n(%natfon 6f the devil, fbr, said 
he, ** by the first Judas I gaftied much ptoGt, but by this 
xnan'^s conversion f shdl \os6 many souls.'*^ 

ft would Be endless were t to giviei the history of all the 
authenticated relics of the holy cross since those days; 
but of the three prhicipal pieces one is now, or lately was, 
atf iKcftmiazfn, in Armenfi^ the monks of which Church 
ater accused^ of having stoTen^ it ftom die Latins of Jeru- 
salem when they were ftnpilsoned By Sultan Suleiman. 
The second piece ie stlU at Jerusalbm, in the hands of the 
Gh-eeks' ; awf the thinF, Whidi wa« isent by the Empress 
Helena herself to tfce chureh of Santa Croee di Gerusa- 
iemme atf RoAie, is new preserved in St. Peter's. There 
is ittdbed litHe reason to doubtf that tile piece of wtMxi ezhi- 
bit^A^ Rbmcis die ^tme that the Smpress serft there in 
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the y#ar 32a. The feast of the " iQveBtioo of the Cmss" 
ooQtiooes to he celehrated every year oa the ^ of May 
by «a appropriate maas. 

Besides the objects wliioh I have mentioiied} there ie 
within the ohurch an altar on theapot where Christ i^ said 
to have appeared to the Virgin a%r the resurrection. 
This completes the list of all the sacred places contained 
under the roof of the great church of the Holy Sepulchre. 

I may remark that all the very ancient specimens of 
the relics of the true cross are of the same wood, which 
has a very peculiar half-petrified appearance. I have a 
relic of this kind ; the date of the shrine in which it is 
preserved being of the date of 1260. I hjave also a piece 
of the cross in a more modem setting, which is not of the 
same wood. 

Whether all the hallowed spot? within these walls really 
are the places which the guardians of the church declare 
them to be, or whether they have been fixed oa at random, 
and consecrated to serve the interested views of a crafty 
priesthood, is a fact that I shall leave others to determine ; 
however this may be it is a m^ter of little consequence 
to the Christian. The great facts on which the history of 
the Grospel is founded are not so closely connected with 
particular spots of earth or sacred buildings as to be ren- 
dered doubtful by any mistake in the choice of a locality. 
The xn^n error on the part of the priests of modem times 
at Jerusalem arises from an anxiety to prove the actual 
existence of everything to which any allusion is made by 
the evangelical historians, not remembering that the lapse 
of ages and the devastation of successive wars must have 
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destroyed much, and disguised more, which the early dis* 
ciples could most readily have identified. Thf3 mere cir- 
cumstance that the localities of almost all the e/ents which 
attended the close of our Saviour's ministry are crowded 
into one place, and covered by the roof of a single church, 
might excite a very justifiable doubt as to the exactness of 
the top<^raphy maintained by the friars of Mount Moriah* 
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CHAPTER xnr. 

The Vit Dolorosa— The Roure^ of Dire^ and of l!A2bruS'-Th« 
PvkMi of 81. PetotwnierSdIer oTliM Temipbr ef SolbBMm*«The 
Mosque of OoMr^The Hadjr el Sakhara— The Greek Monastery 
—Its Library— Valuable Manuscripts — Splendid MS. of the Book 
of Job — Arabic spoken at Jerusalem — Mussulman Theory re- 
garding the Crucifixion— State of the Jews— Richness of their 
Dress in their own Houses — Beauty of their Women — Their 
literal Interpretation of Scripture — ^The Service in the Synagogue 
—Description of the House of a Rabbi— The Samaritans — ^Their 
Roll of the Pentateuch— Arrival of Ibrahim Pasha at Jerusalem. 

Except the Holy Sepulchre, none of the places which are 
pointed out as sacred within the walls of Jerusalem merit 
a description, as they have evidently been created by the 
monks to serve their own purposes. You are shown, for 
instance, the whole of the Via Dolorosa, the way by 
which our Saviour passed from the hall of Pilate to Mount 
Calvary, and the exact seven places where he fell under 
the weight of the cross : you are shown the house of the 
rich man and that of Lazarus, both of them Turkish 
buildings, although, as that story is related in a parable, 
no real localities ever can have been referred to. Near 
the house of Lazarus there were several dogs when I 
passed by, and, on my asking the guide whether they were 
the descendants of the original dogs in the parable, he 
said he was not quite sure, but that as to the house there 
could be no doubt. The prison of St. Peter is also to be 
seen, but the column on which the cock stood who crowed 
on his denial of our Lord, as well as the steps by which 
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carried airay to Rorm^ whero thejp ave Mk to b* aeeQ (NI^ 
te Bin of St. John LttteroA. 

The Mosque of Omar iiiMbr on tfae sito of di* asoiaBf 
Temple of Sokxnon, wbioh cerertd Ae wkole of tiM 
enclosum whidi is bo^ tlia garden of tlw naoiqiie^ a apa ee 
of about 1500^ fbet long, watid 1060 feet wide. In tbe 
eentre of tbur garden is a fdatfbnn of stone about 600^ feel 
square^ on whieh stands the octagonal bmlding <^ til* 
mosque itsdf, the upper part being covered with grees 
poroekun tiles iv^noh gliUer in the sun : below, the waltai 
are panelied with marble richly worked and of different 
coknira^ : the dome in the centre has a wide ccsrnloe round 
it^ qn mm e m ed with sentences from ^ Koran : the n^ole 
heis^ a brilUaBt and extraordinary a{^iearance, more like m 
Chinese Temple than anylliing else. This bnilding^ia 
oaMed the A^tsa el Bskhara, fifom its containing a piece 
of rock called the Hadjr el Sakhara, or Ae locked*up 
stone, which is the prmctpal object of veneration in the 
pfaeer it occupies the centre of the mosque j and on it toe 
t^own the prints of the angel Gabifiel's fingensi, who 
bmught it fh>m heaven^ and the^ mark of the Prapkel^ 
feot and that of his camel) a sii^lsrly good leapei^ two 
more of whose feotsteps F have seen in Bgypk and MnkiMf 
stnd F beltere* there is ano^er at Bamascu% the \^ioie 
journey fh>m Jerused'em to Mecca having- been perfemsd 
in feur bounds only, ^ which remaritable service tiie 
camel is tc have a place in heaven, where he will enjoy 
^e* society of Borak, the prof^et's horse, Balaam's asa^ 
Tobit's d(^, and the dog of the seven sleepers, whose 
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M»ie WM Ketmir, and also the campanfonship of a certain 
c^ebrated fly with whose merits I am unacquainted. 

We are told that the stone of the SaiOiara fell from 
heaVsn at the time when pro^iecy commenced at Jerusa- 
lem. It was employed as a seat by the yenerable men to 
whom that gift was communicated, and, as long as the 
i^irit of vaticination continued to enlighten their minds, 
the slab remained steady for their accommodation ; but no 
sooner was the power of prophecy withdrawn, and the per- 
secuted seers compelled to flee for safety to other lands, 
than the stone manifested the profbtindest sympathy in their 
fate, and evinced a determination to accompany them in 
their flight : on which Gabriel the archangel interposed 
his authority, and prevented the departure of the propheti- 
cal chair. He grasped it with his mighty hand and nailed 
it to its rooky bed by seven brass or golden nails. When 
any event of great importance to the world takes place the 
head of one of these nails disappears, and when they are 
all gone the day of judgment will come. As there are 
now only three left, the Mahometans believe that the end 
of all things is not far distant. All those who have &ith. 
fblly performed their devotions at this celebrated mosque 
are furnished by the {driest with a <3ertificate of having 
done so, which is to be buried with them that they may 
diow it to the door-keeper of Paradise as a ticket of admis- 
sion. I was presented with one of these at Jerusalem, and 
found another in the desert of Al Ariscfa, a wondrous piece 
of good fortune in the estimation of -my Mahometan fol- 
lowers, as I was provided with a ticket for a friend, ai 
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weH as a pass £)r mj own reoeption among the houris of 
their Prophet's celestial garden. 

The Greek monastery adjoins the church of the Holy 
Sepulchre. It contains a good library, the iron door of 
which is opened by a key as large as a horse-pistol. The 
books are kept in good order, and consist of about two 
thousand printed volumes in various languages ; and about 
five hundred Greek and Arabic MSS. on paper, which are 
all theolc^ical works. There are also about one hundred 
Greek manuscripts on vellum : the whole collection is in 
excellent preservation. C^e of the eight manuscripts of 
the Gospels which the library contains has the index and 
the beginning of each Grospel written in gold letters on 
purple vellum, and has also some curious illuminations. 
There is likewise a manuscript of the whole Bible : it is 
a large folio, and is the only one I ever heard of, excepting 
the one at the Vatican and that at the British Museum. 
One of the most beautiful volumes in the library is a large 
folio of the book of Job. It is a most glorious MS. : the 
text is written in large letters, surrounded with scholia in 
a smaller hand, and almost every page contains one or 
more miniatures representing the sufferings of Job, with 
ghastly portraits of Bildad the Sbuhite and his other pity, 
ing friends : this manuscript is of the twelfth century. 
The rest of the manuscripts consist of the works of the 
Fathers, copies of the ' Anthologia,' and books for the 
Church service. 

The Arabic language is generally spoken at Jerusalem, 
though the Turkish is much used among the better class. 
The inhabitants are composed of people of different nations 
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ftnd dififerent raltgioiis, who inwardly despise one another 
on account of their varying ^inicms ; but, as the Christians 
are very numerous, there reigns among the whole no small 
degree of complaisance, as well as an unrestrained inter* 
course in matters of business, amusement, and even of 
religion* The Mussulmans, for instance, pray in all the 
holy f^aces consecrated to the memory of Christ and the 
Virgin, except the tomb of the Holy Sepulchre, the sanc- 
tity of which they do not acknowledge, fbr they believe 
that Jesus Christ did not die, but that he ascended alive 
into heaven, leaving the likeness of his face to Judas, who 
was condemned to die for him ; and that, as Judas was 
crucified, it was his body, and not that of Jesus, which 
was traced in the sepulchre. It is for this reason that the 
Mussulmans do not perform any act of devoticm at the 
tomb of the Holy Sepulchre, and that they ridicule the 
Christians who visit and revere it. 

The Jews—" the children of the kingdom" — have been 
cast out, and many have come from the east and the west 
to occupy their place in the desolate land promised to their 
fathers. Their quarter is in the narrow valley between 
the Temple and the foot of Mount Zion. Many of the 
Jews are rich, but they are careful to conceal their wealth 
from the jealous eyes of their Mahom^an rulers, lest they 
should be subjected to extortion. 

It is remarkable that the Jews who are born in Jerusa- 
lem are of a totally different caste from those we see in 
Europe. Here they are a fair race, very lightly made, 
and particularly effeminate in manner; the young men 
wear a kiek of long hair on each dde of tiie fhee, whieb. 
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with tbeir flowing nlk robes, gires them the mn>e«NUioe 
^ women. The Jews of both sexes are exceedingly feod 
of dress ; and^ although they assume a dirty and squalid 
appearanee when they walk abroad, in their own houses 
they are to be seen clothed in costly furs and the richest 
silks of Damascus. The women are covered with gold, 
and dressed in broeadee stiff with embroidery. Some of 
them are beautiful ; and a girl of about twelve yeaiv old, 
who was betrothed to the son of a rich did rabbi, was the 
prettiest little creature I ever saw ; her skin was whiter 
than ivory, and her hair, which was as black as jet, and 
was plaited with strings of sequins, fell in tresses nearly 
to the ground. She was of a Spanish family, and the 
language usually spoken by the Jews among themselves is 
Spanish. 

The Jewish religion is now so much encumbered 
with superstition and the extraordinary explanations of 
the BiUe in the Talmud, that little of the original creed 
remains. They interpret all the words of Scriptore 
literally, and this leads them into most absurd mistakes. 
On the m^rving of the day c^ the Passover I went into the 
synagogue under the walls of the Temple, and found it 
crowded to the very door; all the congr^ation were 
standing up^ with large whke shawls over their heads 
with the fringes wluch they were commanded to wear by 
the Jewish law. They weii«e readuig the Psalm^ and 
after I had -been there a short time all the people 
began to hop about and to shake their heads and lio^ in 
a most extraordinary manner; tho nt^iole ooBf^gadon 
waa ij» mctieniy from the prieety who waa daneing in tk» 
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reading-detk, to the porter, who capered at the doof. 
All this was in consequence of a verse in the 85th 
Psalm, which says, " All my bones shall say. Lord, who 
is like unto thee ;'* and this was their ludicrous mannc^r 
of doing so. After the Psalm a crier went round the 
room, who sold the honour of performing different parts 
of the service to the highest bidder; the money so 
obtained is appn^riated to the relief of the poor. 
The sanctuary at the upper end of the room was then 
opened, and a curtain withdrawn, in imitation of that 
which separated the Holy of Holies from the body of the 
Temple. From this place the book of the law was 
taken : it was contained in a case of embossed silver, 
and two large silver ornaments were fixed on the 
ends of the rollers, which stuck out from the top of 
the case. The Jews, out of reverence, as I presume, 
touched it with a little bodkin of gold, and, on its 
being carried to the reading-desk, a silver crown was 
placed upon it, and a man, supported by two others, 
erne on each side of him, chanted the lesson of the 
day in a loud voice : the book was then replaced in 
the sanctuary, and the service concluded. The women 
are not admitted into the synagogue, but are permitted 
to view the ceremonies from a grated gallery set apart 
for them. However, they seldom attend, as it seems 
they are not accounted equal to the men either in 
body or soul, and trouble themselves very little with 
matters of religion. 

The house of Rabbi A , with whom I was ac- 
quainted, answered exiietly to Sir Walter Scott's 
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description of tke dwelllfig of Isaac of York. The 
outflide of the house and the court-yard indicated 
nothing but poverty and neglect; but on entering I 
was surprised at the magnificence of the famitupe. 
One room had a silver chandelier, and a great quan- 
tity of embossed plate was di£f)layed on the top of the 
polished cupboards. Some of the windows were filled 
with painted glass; and the members of the family, 
covered with gdd and jewels, were seated oh divans of 
Damascus brocade. The Rabbi's little son was so 
covered with charms in gold cases to keep off the evil 
eye, that he jingled like a chime of bells when he 
walked along ; and a^^still youngier boy, whom I had 
never seen bdbre, was on thi^ day exalted to the dignity 
of wearing trouseris, which v^ere of red stuff, embrdi- 
dered with gold, and were brought in by his nurse 
and a number of other women in procession, and borne 
oil high before him ar he was dragged round the room 
howling and crying without any nether garment on at 
all. He was walked round again after his superb 
trousers were put on, and very uncomfortable he seemed 
to be, but doubtless the honour of the thing consoled 
him, and he waddled out into the court with an air of 
conscious dignity. 

The learning of the rabbis is now at a very low ebb, 
and few of them thoroughly understand the ancient 
Hebrew tongue, although there are Jews of Jerusalem 
who speak several languages, and are said to be well 
acquainted with all the traditions of their fathers, and the 
mysterious learning of the Cabala. 
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Thero k in th« lloly Land aaothar diviskm of tb» 
«hildr«i of Israel, the Sanuuritaos, wlio still keep iip 
a separate form of religion. Their synagogue at 
Nablous is a mean building, not unlike a poor Mb^ 
hometan moaque. Within it is a large, loa^ square 
chamber, the floor of which is oorered with anatting. 
Round a part of the walls is a woodMi shel^ on which 
are laid abore thirty manuscript hooks of the Penta* 
teuch written in the Samaritan character: they possess 
also a very famous roll or yolume of the Pentateuch^ 
which is said to have been written by Alushai the 
grandson of Aaron. It is contained in a curiously 
ornamented octagon case of brass about two feet high, 
on opening which the MS. appears within rdled upon 
two pieces of wood. It is sixteen ioohee wide^ and must 
be of great length, as each of the two parts of the roll are 
&ur or five inches in diameter. The writing is smaU 
and not very distinct, and the MS, is in rather a dilapl> 
dated condition. The Samaritan Rabbi Ibrahim Israel, 
true to his Jewish origin, would not open the case imtll 
he had been well paid. He affirmed that in this MS. 
the blessings were directed to be given from Mount 
Ebal and the curses from Mount Gherizim. How., 
ever this may be, in an Arabic translation of the 
Samaritan Pentateuch, which is in my own collection, the 
12th and 13th verses of the 27th chapter of Deu- 
teronomy are the same as the usually received text in 
other Bibles. 

Jerusalem was at this time (1834) under the 
dominion of the Bg3rptiaQs,. apd Ibrahim Pasha arrived 
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iriiortly aAer we had established ourselves in the 
vaulted dungeons of the Latin convent. He took np 
his abode in a house in the town, and did not maintain 
any state or ceremony; indeed he had scarcely any 
guards, and but few servants, so secure did he feel hi 
a country which he had so lately conquered. He 
received us with great courtesy in his mean lodging, 
where we found an interpreter who spoke English. I 
had been promised a letter from Mohammed Ali 
Pasha to Ibrahim Pasha, but on inquiring I found it 
had not arrived, and Ibrahim Pasha sent a courier to 
Jafli to inquire whether it was lying there ; however it 
did not reach me, and I therefore was not permitted to see 
the interior of the mosque of Omar, or the great church 
of the Purification, which stands on the site of the Temple 
oi ScJomon, and into which at that time no Christian had 
penetrated. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Expedition io the Monastery of St. Sabba — Reports of Arab Rob- 
bers — The Valley of Jehoshaphat — The Bridge of Al Sirat — 
Rugged Scenery — An Arab Ambascade — A successful Parley — 
The Monastery of St. Sabba— History of the Saint— The Greek 
Hermits — The Church— The Iconostasis — ^The Library — ^Nume- 
rous MSS. — ^The Dead Sea — The Scene of the Temptation— 
Discovery — ^The Apple of the Dead Sea — ^The Statements of 
Strabo and Pliny confirmed. 

As we wi^ed to be present at the celebration of Easter by 
tbe Greek Church, we remcUned several weeks at Jerusa- 
lem, during which time we made yarious excursions to the 
most celebrated localities in the neighbourhood. In addi* 
tiom to the Bible, which almost sufficed us for a guide book 
in these sacred regions, we had several books of travels 
with us, and I was struck with the superiority of cdd 
Maundrell's narrative over all the others, for he tells us 
plainly and clearly what he saw, whilst other travellers so 
encumber their narratives with opinions and disquisitions, 
that, instead of describing the country, they describe only 
what they think about it ; and thus little real information 
as to what there was to be seen or done could be gleaned 
from these works, eloquent and well written as many of 
them are ; and we continually returned to Maundrell's 
homely pages for a good plain account of what we wished 
to know. As, however, I had gathered from various inci- 
dental remarks in these books that there was a famous 
library in the monastery of St. Sabba, in which one might 
expect to find all the lost classics, whole rows of uncial 
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manuscripts, and perhaps the histories of the Preadamite 
kings in the autograph of Jemshid, I determined to go and 
see it. 

It was of course necessary for every traveller at Jeru- 
salem to ^'doMs Dead Sea ; " and accordingly we made 
arrangements for an excursion in that direction, which was 
to include a visit to St. Sabba ; for my companion kindly 
put up with my aberrations, and agreed to linger with me 
for that purpose on our way to Jericho, although it was at 
the risk of falling among thieves, for we heard all manner 
of reports of the danger of the roads, and of a certain tru- 
culent Robin Hood sort of person, called Abou Crash, who 
had just got out of some prison or other. 

Abou Gash was vastly popular in this part of the coun- 
try : everybody spoke well of him, and declared that " he 
was the mildest-mannered man "that ever cut a throat or 
scuttled ship ;" but they all hinted that it might be as well 
to keep out of his way, and that, when we went cantering 
about the country, poking our noses into caves, and ruins, 
and other uncanny places, it would be advisable to keep a 
** good " look-out. For all this we cared little : so, getting 
together our merry men, we sallied forth through St. Ste- 
phen's gate. A gallant band we were, some five-and- 
twenty horsemen, well armed in the Egyptian style ; with 
tents and kettles, cocks and hens, and cooks and marmi- 
tons, stowed upon the baggage-horses. Great store of good 
things had we — vino doro dl Monte Libano, and hams, to 
show that we were not Mahometans ; and tea, to prove 
that we were not Frenchmen; atid guns to shoot par- 
tridges withal, and many other European necessaries. 

8 
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We tfamped along upoo the havd rooky gxound c«i0 
after the other, through the YaUej of Jehodttphat; 
and looked up at the comer of the temple, wheace is 
to ipring on the last day, aa erery sottod iblk>wer of the 
Prophet belieYeo, the fi»arfttl hri^ge of Al Sirat, wlueh » 
narrower than the edge of the sharpest oimoter of Khoras- 
saun, and from whioh those who without due pieparaticHi 
attempt to pass on their way to the paradise of Mahomet 
will iaH into the unfothomahle gulf hekyw. Gradually as 
we advanced into the valley, through which the hrodL 
Kedvo% when there is any water in it, flows inta ^ke Dead 
Sea, the scenery hecame more and more savage, the rocks 
more precipitous, and the valley narrowed into a deep 
g(»rge, the path heing sometimes among the hroken stones 
in the hed of the stream, and sometimes rinng Ugh above 
it on narrow ledges of rock. 

We rode on for some boursy admnring the wild grandeiir 
of the scenery, for this is the hill eoniUry of Jndea, and 
seems aknosl a chaos of rocks Mid cra|^ monnteins^ 
broken into narrow defiles, or openii^ into dreary valleys 
bare of vegetatipn, except a few sknd[)s whose tough roots 
pierce through the crevices of the rtonj soft, and find a 
scanty subsistence m the smaU portionA of earth which ^ 
rams have wadied from the surioee of the vxk8 abo^ie. 
In one place the pathway, which was n<^ vn&ve than two 
or three feet wide, wound round the corner ef a precipi- 
tous crag in sudi a manner that a horseman riding along 
the giddy way showed so clearly against the sky that it 
seemed as if a pufi* of wind would blow horse and man into 
the rftvana beneath. We, ware prooaeding along thialdlga 



Digitized by 



Google 



. ekk^ XT. ABAB AXBQflCADK. 171 

««-PatbaUah, one of our iolerpieten» first, I Moond, and 
tbe others &)Uowiiig^wheii we saw three or lour Arftbs 
with long brigfatharrelled guns sl^ out of a crevice just 
before us, and take up &e&r positioii on the path, poiating 
those unfdeasanl-looking hnplenents in our feces. Fxom 
some inconeeirabl^ motive, not of die most heroic nature I 
fear, m j fint ma^e was to torn my bead round lo look 
behind me; but when I did so,l perceived thai some more 
Arabs had er^t out of another deft b^ind us^ which we 
had not observed as we passed ; and on loddng up I saw 
that &om the predpice above us a curious collection 
of bright barrels and brown faces were takii^ an observa. 
tion of our partj, while on the opposite nde of the gorgCi 
which was p^aps a himdred and fifty yards aetoss^ every 
firsgnient of rock seemed to have brought ibrth a man in a 
white tunic and bare legs, with a yellow handkerchief 
itnind his head, and a kmg gun in hi* band, which 
he ponted towards u«. 

We had Ihllen into an ambusoadsy and one so cleiwerly 
laid that all attempt at resistance was h opeh i s s> The padk 
wue so narrow that our bones coaM not turn, and a pre- 
erpfee within a jrard of us, of a hundred feet sheer ddwn^ 
rencbred our pontioB mngularly uncomfertable. PaAnli- 
lah's^ hsrse came to a stand-slill : my horse ran his nose 
agamst him and stood stiB too; and so dtd all the rest of 
us. " WeS P* said I, " Fathdlah, what is thb t who are 
tiiese gentlemen V "I knew it would be so,'' fuoth 
Pathallab, ^ I was sure of it ! and in such a cursed place 
too!N-*I ss* haw it n^ I shall neves gel haam alive to 
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After waiting a while, I imagine to enjoy our oonfusion^ 
one of the Arabs in front took up his parable and said, 
*' Oh ! oh ! ye Egyptians !" (we wore the Egyptian dress) 
** what are you doing here, in our country ? You are Ibra- 
him Pasha's men ; are you ^ Say — speak ; what reason 
have ye for being here ? for we are Arabs, and the sons 
of Arabs ; and this is our country, and our land ? " 

" Sir," said the interpreter with profound respect — for 
he rode first, and four or five guns were pointed directly 
at his breast — '< Sir, we are no Egyptians ; thy servants 
are men of peace ; we are peaceable Franks, pilgrims 
from the holy city, and we are only going to bathe in the 
waters of the Jordan, as all pilgrims do who travel to the 
Holy Land." " Franks !" quoth the Arab ; " I know the 
Franks ; pretty Franks are ye ! Franks are the fathers 
of hats, and do not wear guns or swords, or red caps upon 
their heads, as you do. We shall soon see whether ye 
are Franks or not. Ye are Egyptians, and servants of 
Ibrahim Pasha the Egyptian : but now ye shall find that 
ye are our servants ! " 

<'0h Sir," exclaimed I in the best Arabic I could 
muster, " thy servants are men of peace, travellers, anti- 
quaries all of us. Oh Sir, we are Englishmen, which is 
a sort of Frank — very harmless and excellent people, de- 
siring no evil. We beg you will be good enough to let us 
pass." "Franks!" retorted the Arab sheick, "pretty 
Franks! Franks do not speak Arabic, nor wear the 
Nizam dress ! Ye are men of Ibrahim Pasha's ; Egyp- 
tians, arrant Cairoites (Misseri) are ye all, every one of 
ye ;" and he and his followers laughed at us soomfullji 
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fi>r we certainly did look very like Eg3rptians. '' We are 
Franks, 1 tell you !" again exclaimed Fathallah : '' Ibrahim 
Pasha^ indeed ! who is he, I should like to know ? we are 
Franks ; and Franks like to see everything. We are going 
to see the monastery of St. Sabba ; we are not Eigyptians ; 
what care we for Egyptians ? we are English Franks, 
every one of us, and we only desire to see the monastery 
of St. Sabba ; that is what we are, O Arab, son of an 
Arab (Arab beni Arab). We are no less than this, and 
no more ; we are Franks, as you are Arabs." 

Upon this there ensued a consultation between this son 
of an Arab and the other sons of Arabs, and in process 
of time the worthy gentlemen, knowing that it was im- 
possible for us to escape, agreed to take us to the monas- 
tery of St. Sabba, which was not far off, and there to hear 
what we had to say in our defence. 

The sheick waved his arm alofl as a signal to his men 
to raise the muzzle of their guns, and we were allowed to 
proceed ; some of the Arabs walking unconcernedly 
before us, and the others skipping like goats from rock to 
rock above us, and on the other side of the valley. They 
were ten times as numerous as we were, and we should 
have had no chance with them even on fair ground ; but 
here we were completely at their mercy. We were 
escorted in this manner the rest of the way, and in half 
an hour's time we found ourselves standing before the 
great square tower of the monastery of St. Sabba. The 
battlements were lined with Arabs, who had taken posses- 
sion of this strong place, and after a short parley and a 
clanging of arms within, a small iron door was opened in 
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the wall : we diemooDted and passed in ; oar hones, one 
by one, were pushed through after us. So there we were 
hi the nxmasterj of St. Sahba sure enough ; but under 
different drourostances from what we expected when we 
set out that rooming from Jerusalem. 

Fathallah had, however, oonyinoed the sheick of the 
Arabs that we really were Franks, and not fbHowera of 
Ibrahim Pasha, and before long we not only were relieved 
from all fear, but became great friends with the noble and 
illustrious Abu Somebody, who had taken possession of 
St Sabba and the defiles leading to it. 

This monastery, which is a very ancient foundation, is 
built upon the edge of the precipice at the bottom of which 
flows the brook Kedron, which in the rainy season becomes 
a torrent. The buildings, which are of immense strength, 
are supported by buttresses so massive that the upper part 
of each is large enough to contain a small arched chamber ; 
the whole of the rooms in the monastery are vaulted, and 
are gloomy and imposing in the extreme. The pyramidi- 
cal-shaped mass of buildings extends half-way down the 
rocks, and is crowned above by a high and stately square 
tower, which commands the small iron gate of the princi- 
pal entrance. Within there are several small irregular 
courts connected by steep flights of steps and dark arched 
passages, some of which are carried through the solid 
rock. 

It was in one of the caves in these rocks that the 
renowned St. Sabba passed his time in the society of a 
pet lion. He was a famous anchorite, and was made chief 
of all ^ monks of Palestine by Sallustius» Patriaroh of 
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Jerusalem, a^out the year 400. He was twioe ambassador 
to Coostaatioople to propitiate the Bmperors Anastasiui 
the Silent and Justinian 9 oioreo^er he made a irow never 
to eat apples as long as he lived. He was bom at Mutaiasci^ 
near Caosarea of Cappadocia, in 430| and died in 582, in the 
oinety.fifUiyearof hisage; he Is still held in high venera^ 
tion by both the Greek and Latin churdhes^ He was the 
founder of the Laura» which was formerly situated among 
the cle^ and crevices of these rocksi the present monas- 
tery having been enclosed a»d fortified at I do not know 
what period, but long afler the decease of the saint. 

The word laura, which is ^ften met with in the histo- 
ries of the first five centuries afler Christ, signifies, when 
applied to monastic institutions, a number of separate cells, 
each inhabited by a single henmt or anchorite, in contra- 
distinction to a convent or monastery, which was called a 
coenobium, where the monks lived together in one building 
under the rule of a superior. TIms species of monastictsm 
seems always to have been a peculiar characteristic of the 
Greek Church, and in the present day these ascetic obser- 
vances are upheld only by the Greek, Coptic, imd Abys- 
fiinian Christians, among whom hermits and quietists, such 
as waste the body for the improvement of the soul, are 
«till to be me^ with in the clefts of the rocks and in the 
desert places of Asia and Africa. They are a sort of dis- 
senters as regards their own Church, for, by the mortifica- 
tions toswhich they subject themselves, they rebuke the 
regular priesthood, who do not go so far, although these 
latter fast in the year above (me hundred days, and always 
rise lo midnight |M:ayer« In the dissenti if such it be» of 
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these monks of the desert there is a dignity and self-deny- 
ing firmness much to be respected. They follow the 
tenets of their faith and the ordinances of their religion in 
a manner which is almost sublime. They are in this 
7e^)ect the Tery opposite to European dissenters, who are 
as undignified as they are generally snug and cosy in their 
mode of life. Here, among the followers of St. Anthony, 
there are no mock heroics, no turning up of the whites of 
the eyes and drawing down of the corners of the mouth : 
they form their rule of life from the ascetic writings of the 
early fathers of the Church ; their self-denial is extreme, 
their devotion heroic ; but yet to our eyes it appears puerile 
and irrational that men should give up their whole lives to 
a routine of observances which, although they are hard 
and stem, are yet so trivial that they appear almost 
ridiculous. 

In one of the courts of the monastery there is a palm- 
tree, said to be endowed with miraculous properties, which 
was planted by St. Sabba, and is to be numbered among 
the few now existing in the Holy Land, for at present 
they are very rarely to be met with, except in the vale 
of Jericho and the valley of the Jordan and the Dead Sea, 
in which localities, in consequence of their being so much 
beneath the level of the rest of the country, the tempera- 
ture is many degrees higher than it is elsewhere. 

The church is rather large and is very solidly built. 
There are many ancient frescos painted on the walls, and 
various early Greek pictures are hung round about : many 
of these are representations of the most famous saints, and 
«n the feast of each his picture is exposed upon a kind of 
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desk before the iconostasis or wooden partition which 
divides the church from the sanctuary and the altar, and 
there it receives the kisses and oblations of all the worship- 
pers who enter the sacred edifice on that day. 

The nco}^fi(fTa(f^g is dimly represented in our older churches 
by the rood-loft and screen which divides the chancel from 
the nave : it is retained also in Lombardy and in the sees 
under the Ambrosian rule : but these screens and rood 
lofts, which destroy the beauty of a cathedral or any large 
churoh, are unknown in the Roman churohes. They date 
iheir origin from the very earliest ages, when the '' disci- 
pline of the secret" was observed, and when the ceremo- 
nies of the communion were held to be of such a sacred 
and mysterious nature that it was not permitted to the com- 
municants to reveal what then took place— an incompre- 
hensible custom which led to the propagation of many false 
ideas and strange rumours as to the Christian observances 
in the third and fourth centuries, and was one of the causes 
which led to several of the persecutions of the Churoh, as 
it was believed by the heathens that the Christians sacri- 
ficed childron and committed other abominations for which 
they deserved extermination ; and so prone aro the vulgar 
to give credence to such injurious reports, that the Chris- 
tians in later ages accused the Jews of the very same 
practices for which they themselves had in former times 
been held up to execration. 

In one part of the church I observed a rickety ladder 
. eaning against the wall, and leading up to a small door 
about ten feet from the ground. Scrambling up this 
ladder, I found mjrself in the library of which I had heard 

8* 
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it wts a MBall s^we voonv or imdMr a laiga 
ckMt, ift lii« oppv pturt of erne of the eoMrmoiiB hnttim— w 
whidi Mpported ihm walk of t)w MonaalNrj. Hem I 

found about a thouaand book% almost all iBAmMoripl% bsl. 
the whole of theai weie wodka of diiwuly. One Tc^ume 
in the Bdgarion or Sorrian langtiiige wa» written in 
uneial letlnv ; the roit were in Gieak, and were hr ihrn 
nrKMLpart oi the twelfth oonturjr. Thare were a gieat 
many enormoua felios of the woriu of the father^ and one 
MS. of the Octolevich, or fiiet eight hooka of the Old Tea- 
taoMpt. It is remarkable how very rarriy MBS. of any 
part of the old Testament are feund in the librariee of 
Ghreek ^nasteries ; this was the only MS. ^ the Ode- 
teneh that I ever met with either before or afterwards in 
any part of ^ Levant. Them wem about a hundred 
other MSS. on a shelf in the apsis of the ohurch : I was 
not allowed to examine them, but was assured that they 
wero litur^es and ohurch-books which wera used on the 
▼ariooa high days during the year. 

I was afterwards tahen by some of the monks into the 
vaulted ohambemof the great square tower or keep, which 
stood neitf the iron door by which we had been admitted. 
Hem them w^e about a hundred MSS«, but all imperfect; 
I found the ' Iliad ' of Homer among them, but it was on 
paper. Some of these MSS. were beautifully written ; 
they were, however, so imperfect, that in the short time I 
was them, and pestered as I was by a crowd of gaping 
Ajabs, I was unable to discover what they wem. 

I was allowed to purohase three MSS., with which the 
next day I and mic oompani^w de p a r ted on^Qi» way ta die 
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Ddad Sea, oitf firiead tiie siiml: having, from tha moneal 
that he was conriiioed that we were aothiiig better or 
worse than Engiiilimen and aigbtaeogiy treated us with all 
manner of ci¥iiity> 

On arriving at the Dead 8ea I forthwith proceeded to 
bathe in it, in order to prove the celebrated buoyancy of 
the water, and was nearly drowned in the experiment, for, 
not being able to swim, my head got much deeper below 
the water than I intended. Two igncNrant pilgrims, who 
bad joined our party fcr protection, baptised each other in 
this fihhy water, and sang psalms so loudly and discord- 
«itly that we asked tiiem what in the name of wonder 
they were about, when we discovered that they thought 
this was the Jordan, and were sorely grieved at their dis- 
«ppointm«nt« We found several shells upon the shore and 
u small dead fidi, but perhaps they had been washed down 
by the waters of &e Jordan or the Eedron: I do not 
iuiow how this may be. 

We wandered about for two or three days in this hot, 
volcansB, and sunken region, and thenoe proceeded to 
Jericho. The mountain of Quarantina, the scene of the 
fiariy days^ tenqptation of our Saviour, is pierced all over 
with the caves excavated 1^ the ancient aa<Aorites, and 
which look like pigeons' nests* Some of them are in the 
moeft extraordinary sitttations, high up on the face of 
tremendous precipices. However, I will not attempt to 
detail the sii^ularities of tiib wild district ; we visited 
the chief oljeeits of interest, and a big book that I brought 
€rom St. S£^>ba is mideared to my recollections by my 
han^g o(»sUiMty made useof k asa pitto^ in my tent 
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during our wanderings. It was somewhat hard, undoubt- 
edly ; but after a long day's ride it served its purpose 
very well, and I slept as soundly as if it had been read to 
me. 

At two subsequent periods I visited this region; and 
purchased seven other MSS. from. St. Sabba ; among them 
was the Octoteuch of the tenth, if not the ninth, century, 
which I esteem one of the most rare and precious volumes 
of my library. 

We made a somewhat singular discovery when travel- 
ling among the mountains to the east of the Dead Sea, 
where the ruins of Ammon, Jerash, and Adjeloun well 
repay the labour and fatigue encountered in visiting them. 
It was a remarkably hot and sultry day: we were 
scrambling up the mountain through a thick jungle of 
bushes and low trees, when I saw before me a fine plum- 
tree, loaded with fresh blooming plums. I cried out to my 
fellow-traveller, " Now, then, who will arrive first at the 
plum-tree ?" and as he caught a glimpse of so refreshing 
an object, we both pressed our horses into a gallop to see 
which would get the first plum from the branches. We 
both arrived at the same moment ; and, each snatching at 
a fine ripe plum, put it at once into our mouths ; when, 
on biting it, instead of the cool delicious juicy fruit which 
we expected, our mouths were filled with a dry bitter dust, 
and we sat under the tree upon our horses sputtering, and 
hemming, and doing all we could to be relieved of the 
nauseous taste of this strange fruit. We then perceived, 
and to my great delight, that we had discovered the famous 
apple of the Dead Sea, the existence of which has been 
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doubted and canvassed since the days of Strabo and Pliny, 
who first described it. Many travellers have given de- 
scriptions of other vegetable productions which bear some 
analogy to the one described by Pliny ; but up to this time 
no one had met with the thing itself, either upcm the spot 
mentioned by the ancient authors, or elsewhere. I brought 
several of them to England. They are a kind of gall- 
nut. I found others afterwards upon the plains of Troy, 
but there can be no doubt whatever that this is the apple 
of Sodom to which Strabo and Pliny referred. Some of 
those which I brought to England were given to the Lin 
n»an Society, who published an engraving of them, and 
a description of their vegetable peculiarities, in their 
' Transactions ;' but as they omitted to explain the pecu- 
liar interest attached to them in consequence of their 
having been sought for unsuccessfully for above 1500 
years, they excited little attention ; though, as the evi- 
dence of the truth of what has so long been considered as 
a vulgar fable, they are fairly to be classed among the 
most curious productions which have been brought from 
the Holy Land. 
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CHAPTER XVr. 

Chorck of the Holy Sepulchre — ^ProceMioni of the Copts— The 
Syrian Maronites and the CTreeks—Riotous Behaviour of the Pil- 
grims — ^Their immense numbers — ^The Chant of the Latin Monks 
— Ibrahim Pashv— The Exhibition of the Sacred Fire-^Exctte* 
ment of the Pilgrims — ^The Patriarch obtains the Sacred Fire 
from the Holy Sepulchre—Contest for the Holy Light— Immense 
sum paid for the privilege of receiving it first— Fatal Efibets of 
the Heat and smoke— Departure of Ibrahim Pasha— Horrible 
Catastrophe — Dreadful Loss of Life among the Pilgrims in their 
endeavours to leave the Church— Battle vrith the Soldiers— Our 
Narrow Eseape— Shocking Scene in the Court of the Church- 
Humane Conduct of Ibrahim Pasha— Superstition of the Pilgrims 
regarding Shrouds — Scallop Shells and Palm Branches— The 
Dead Muleteer— Moonlight View of the Dead Bodies— The 
Cvrse on Jerusalem — Departure from the Holy City. 

It Was on Friday, the Srd of May, that my companions 
and myself went, about dye o'clock in the evening, to the 
church of the Holy Sepulchre, where we had places 
assigned us in the gallery of the Latin monks, as well as 
a good bed- room in their couTent. The church was very 
full, and the numbers kept increasing every moment. 
We first saw a small procession of the Copts go round the 
sepulchre, and after them one of the Syrian Maronites. 
I then went to bed, and at midnight was awakened to see 
the procession of the Greeks, which was rather grand. By 
the rules of their Church they are not permitted to carry 
any images, and therefore to make up for this they bore 
aloft a piece of brocade, upon which was embroidered a 
representation of the body of our Saviour. This was 
placed in the tomb, and, after some short time, brought 
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(MBTT i^iiiii afid dairM into Hm ohapel of the Oredui wlien 
tbe eeremosies of the night onded ; for there was no pro* 
cession of the Armenians^ as the Armenian Patriareh had 
made an address to his congregationi and hady it was saidi 
explained the ialsky of ih^ ipiraole of the holy fire ; to 
^ exceasiTe astonishment of his hearers, who for centu- 
ries have considered an unshakable belief in this yearijT 
wonder as one of the leading articles of their faith. Afiar 
the Gmek processbn I w«!it quietly to bed again» and 
slept soundly till next morning. 

The behaviour of the pilgrims was riotous in the ex* 
treme ; the crowd was so great that many persons actually 
crawled over the heads of others, and some made pyramids 
of men by standing on each other's e^KHilders, as I have 
seen them do at Astley's. At one time, beibre the church 
was so full, they made a race*courBe round the sepulchre ; 
and some, almost in a state of nudity, danced about with 
frantic gestures, yelling and screaming as if they were 



Altogether it was a scene of disorder and profanatioii 
which it is impossible to describe. In consequence of the 
multitude of people and the quantitiea of lamps, the heat 
was excessive, and a steara arose which prevented your 
seeing clearly across the church. But every wmdow and 
cornice, and every place where a man's foot could iest| 
excepting the galler3^^which was reserved for liNrahim 
Pasha and ourselve»-^appeared to be crammed with 
people ; for 17,000 pilgrims were said to be in Jerusalem^ 
almost the whole of whom had come to the Holy Gty for 
no other reason than to see the sacred fire. 
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After the noise, heat, and uproar which I had witnessed 
from the gallery that overlooked the Holy Sepulchre, the 
contrast of the calmness and quiet of my room in the 
Franciscan convent was very pleasing. The room had a 
small window which opene^ upon the Latin choir, where, 
in the evening, the monks chanted the litany of the 
Virgin : their fine voices and the beautiful simplicity of 
the ancient chant made a strong impression upon my mind ; 
the orderly solemnity of the Roman Catholic vespers 
showing to great advantage when compared with the 
screams and tumult of the fanatic Greeks. 

The next morning a way was made through the crowd 
for Ibrahim Pasha, by the soldiers with the butt-ends of 
their muskets, and by the Janissaries with their kourbatches 
and whips made of a quantity of small rope. The Pasha 
sat in the gallery, on a divan which the monks had made 
for him between the two columns nearest to the Greek 
chapel. They had got up a sort of procession to do him 
honour, the appearance of which did not add to the so- 
lemnity of the scene ; three monks playing crazy fiddles 
led the way, then came the choristers with lighted candles, 
next two Nizam soldiers with muskets and fixed bayonets ; 
a number of doctors, instructors, and officers tumbling 
over each other's heels, brought up the rear : he was re- 
ceived by the women, of whom there were thousands in 
the church, with a very peculiar shrill cry, which had a 
strange unearthly efiect. It was the monosyllable la, la, 
la, uttered in a shrill trembling tone, which I thought much 
more like pain than rejoicing. The Pasha was dressed in 
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LITANY OF THE VIRGIN, 

Sung by the Friars of St. Salvador at Jerusalem. 
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Sancta Maria — Ora pro nobis. 
Sancta Virgo Virginum — Ora pro nobis 
Imperatrix Keginarum-^Ora pro nobis. 
Ltus sanctarum animarum — Ora pro nobia« 
Vera salutrix earum — Ora pro nobit. 
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full trousera of dark cloth, a light lilac-coloured jacket, 
and a red cap without a turban. When he was seated, 
the nK>nks brought us some sherbet, which was excellendy 
made ; and as our seats were very near the great man, 
we saw everything in an easy and luxurious way ; and it 
being announced that the Mahomedan Pasha was ready, 
the Christian miracle, which had been waiting for some 
time, was now on the point of being displayed. 

The people were by this time become furious ; they 
were worn out with standing in such a crowd all night, 
and as the time approached for the exhibition of the holy 
fire they could not contain themselves for joy. Their ex- 
citement increased as the time for the miracle in which all 
believed drew near. At about one o'clock the Patriarch 
went into the ante-chapel of the sepulchre, and soon afler 
a magnificent procession moved out of the Greek chapel. 
It conducted the Patriarch three times round the tomb ; 
after which he took off his outer robes of cloth of silver, 
and went into the sepulchre, the door of which was then 
closed. The agitation of the pilgrims was now extreme : 
they screamed aloud ; and the dense mass of people shook 
to and fro, like a field of corn in the wind. 

There is a round hole in one part of the chapel over the 
sepulchre, out of which the holy fire is given, and up to 
this the man who had agreed to pay the highest sum for 
this honour was conducted by a strong guard of soldiers. 
There was silence for a minute ; and then a light appeared 
out of the tomb, and the happy pilgrim received the holy 
fire from the Patriarch within. It consisted of a bundle 
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of tkin wax-candles, lit, and enclosed 

in an iron frame to prerent their 

being torn asonder and put out in 

the crowd; for a fiirious hattle 

commenced immediately ; erery one 

being so eager to obtain the holy 

tight, that one man put oat the oan- 

dle of his neighbour in trying to 

light his own. It is said that as 

much as ten thousand piasters has 

been paid for the privilege of first receiring the holy fire, 

which is believed to ensure eternal salvation. The Copts 

got eight purses this year for the first candle they gave to 

a jHlgrim of their own persuasion. 

This was the whole of the ceremony ; there was no 
sermon or prayers, except a little chanting during the 
processions^ and nothing that could tend to remind you of 
the awful event which this foast was designed to com 
memorate. 

Soon you saw the lights increasing in all directions, 
every one having lit his candle firom the holy flame: 
the chapels, the galleries, and every comer where a 
candle could possibly be displayed, immediately appeared 
to be in a blaze. The people, in their frenzy, put the 
bunches of l^hted tapers to their faces, hands, and breasts, 
to purify themselves from their sins. The Patriarch was 
carried out of the sepulchre in triumph, on the shoulders 
of the people he had deceived, amid the dries and exolama- 
tioDa of joy whii^ resounded from every nook of the 
I pile of buUdings. As he appeared in a fointing 
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State, I supposed that he was ill ; but I found that it is the 
uniform custom on these occasions to feign insensibility; 
that the pilgrims may imagine he is overcome with the 
glory of the Almighty, from whose immediate presence 
they believe him to have returned. 

In a short time the smoke of the candles obscured every- 
thing in the place, and I could see it rolling in great vo- 
lumes out of the aperture at the top of the dome. The 
smell was terrible ; and three unhappy wretches, overcome 
by heat and bad air, fell from the upper range of galleries, 
and were dashed to pieces on the heads of the people 
below. One poor Armenian lady, seventeen years of age, 
died where she sat, of heat, thirst, and fatigue. 

After a while, when he had seen all that was to be seen, 
Ibrahim Pasha got up and went away, his numerous 
guards making a line for him by main force through the 
dense mass of people which filled the body of the church. 
As the crowd was so immense, we waited for a little while, 
and then set out all together to return to our convent. I 
went first and my friends followed me, the soldiers making 
way for us across the church. I got as far as the place 
where the Virgin is said to have stood during the cruci* 
fixion, when I saw a number of people lying one on 
another all about this part of the church, and as far as I 
could see towards the door. I made my way between 
them as well as I could, till they were so thick that there 
was actually a great heap of bodies on which I trod. It 
then suddenly struck me they were all dead ! I had not 
perceived this at first, for I thought they were only very ■ 
much fiitigued with the ceremonies and had lain down to 
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rest themselves there : but when I came to so great a heap 
of bodies I looked down at them, and saw that sharp, hard 
appearance of the face which is never to be mistaken. 
Many of them were quite black with suffixmtion, and 
further on were others all bloody and covered with 
the brains and entrails of those who had been trodden 
to pieces by the crowd. 

At this time there was no crowd in this part of the 
church ; but a little further on, round the comer towards 
the great door, the people, who were quite panic-struck, 
continued to press forward, and every one was doing his 
utmost to escape. The guards outside, frightened at the 
rush from within, thought that the Christians wished 
to attack them, and the confusion soon grew into a battle* 
The soldiers with their bayonets killed numbers of fainting 
wretches, and the walls were spattered with blood and 
brains of men who had been felled, like oxen, with the 
butt-ends of the soldiers' musketsf Every one struggled 
to defend himself or to get away, and in the mel^ all who 
fell were immediately trampled to death by the rest. So 
deq[)erate and savage did the fight become, that even 
the panic-struck and frightened pilgrims appear at last to 
have been more intent upon the destruction of each other 
than desirous to save themselves. 

For my part, as soon as I perceived the danger, I had 
cried out to my companions to turn back, which they had 
done ; but I myself was carried on by the press till I came 
near the door, where all were fighting for their lives. 
Here, seeing certain destruction before me, I made every 
endeavour to get back. An officer of the Pasha's, who by 
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bk ■tor WIS a odooftl or bia baihee, «quall}r ahunoed wilh 
mjpidf, wms abo trjiag to retarn ; he caugbt hold of n^ 
cloak, «r bonrnoiue, and pulled me dowa on thebody of an 
cdd nuHi who was brealhing out hia bist sogh. Aa tibe 
cficer was fH'ettiag me to the ground we wrestled together 
aoioog the dyfaig and the dead with the energy of deq^acr. 
I struggled with this man till I pulM him down, and hi^ 
P^7 S^ i^ui upon my lega— (I afterwards feund thoit he 
aever rose again) and scrambliag over a pile of oorpsesy 
I made my way baok into the body of the church, where I 
found my friends, and we succeeded in reaching the 
sacnsty of the Catholics, and thenoe the room which had 
b^en assigned to us by the monks. The dead were lying 
in heaps, even upon the stone of unction ; and L saw full 
four hundred wretched people, dead and living, heaped 
promiseMonrfy one upon another, in some places above five 
feet high. Ibrahim Pasha had left the ehurcb only a fiiw 
min wtea before me, and very narrowly eseaped with his 
lifo } he was so pressed upon by the crowd oa all sides, 
and it waa said atta^ed by s^eral of th^af^ that it was 
only by the gceatest exertieas of his si^, several of whom 
were kiUed, that he gained the outer court. He fointed 
mere than once in the stri^^gle,. and I was told that some 
of his attendants at last had to cut a way for him with 
their swosda through the dense ranks of the frantic pit* 
gnms. He remained outside, giving orders for the removal 
of the corpses^ and making Ida, men drag wXt the bodies of 
those who appeared to be still aEve &om the heaps of the 
dead. He sent word to us to remain in the convent till 
aSL the dead hodiaa had been remaved, and that wban 
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we ooold ooBM out in safety he would again send im 



We stayed in oar room two hours before we 
lured to make another attempt to escape from this 
flo^Eie of horror ; and then walking close together, widi 
aU our servants round «s^ we made a hM push and 
got out of the door of the church. By this time most 
of the bodies were reiaoved ; but twenty or thirty were 
■dU lyii^ in distorted attitudes at the foot of Moual 
Calvary ; and fragments of clothes, turbans, shoes, and 
handkerchiefs, dotted wilh blood and dirt, were strewed 
all over the pavement. 

In the court in the front of the churoh, ^ sight 
was pitiable : mothers weeping over their children— 
the sons bending over the dead bodies of their fathers 
-'--and one poor woman was clio^g to the hand oi 
her husband, whose body was fearfully mimgled. 
Most of the sufierers were pilgrims and strangers. 
The Pasha was greatly moved by ikin scene of woe; 
and he again and again eommanded his officers to give 
the poor peofde every assistance in their power, and 
yfevj Bttany by his humane effiNrts were rescued from 
daa&. 

I was mu(^ struck by the sight of two old men with 
white beards^ who had been seeking for each other 
among the dead; they met as I was passing by, and 
it was affecting to see them kisa and shake hands, and 
Qongratulate each other on having escaped from 
deatk 

Wh«» the hodias west rentsved maay wezatiKxnwDi^ 
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Standing upright, quite dead ; and near the church door 
one of the soldiers was found thus standing, with his 
musket shouldered, among the bodies which reached 
nearly as high as his head ; this was in a comer near the 
great door on the right side as you come in. It seems 
that this door had been shut, so that many who stood near 
it were suffixsated in the crowd ; and when it was opened, 
the rush was so great that numbers were thrown down 
and never rose again, being trampled to death by the 
press behind them. The whole court before the entrance 
of the church was covered with bodies laid in rows, by the 
Pasha's orders, so that their friends might find them and 
carry them away. As we walked home we saw 
numbers of people carried out, some dead, some 
horribly wounded and in a dying state, for they 
had ibught with their heavy silver inkstands and 
daggers. 

In the evening I was not sorry to retire early to rest 
in the low vaulted room in the strangers' house attached to 
the monastery of St. Salvador. I was weary and de- 
pressed after the agitating scenes of the morning, and my 
lodging was not rendered more cheerful by there being a 
number of corpses laid out in their shrouds in the stone 
court beneath its window. It is thought by these super- 
stitious people that a shroud washed in the fountain of 
Siloam and blessed at the tomb of our Saviour forms a 
complete suit of armour for the body of a sinner deceased 
in the faith, and that clad in this invulnerable panoply he 
may defy the devil and all his angels. For this reason 
9tfry pilgrim when journeying has his shroud with himj 
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•with all its difierent parts and bandages complete; 
and to many they became useful sooner than thsy 
expected. A holy candle also forms part of a pil- 
grim's accoutrements. It has some sovereign virtue, but 
I do not exactly know what ; and they were all provided 
with several long thin tapers, and a rosary or two, and 
sundry rosaries and ornaments made of pearl oyster-shells 
— ^all which are defences against the powers of daiic* 
Dess. These pearl oyster-shells are, I imagine, the 
toallop-shell of romance, for there are no scallops to be 
found here. My companion was very anxious to obtain 
toottae genuine scallop-shells, as they form part of his 
arms ; but they, as well as the palm branches, parried 
iibme by all palmers on their return frokn the Holy Land^ 
ate as rare here as they are in England. This is the 
more remarkable, as the medal struck by Vespasian bn 
the subjectioh of this country represents a woman iii aA 
mttitude of mouhiing seated under a palm-tree with the 
legend << Judsea capta ;" so there may have been palms ih 
those days. I was going to say there must havb been : 
but on second thoughts it does not follow that thbre should 
have been palms in Judaea, because the Romans put then! 
on a medal, any more than that there should be unicorns 
in England because we represent them on our coins; 
However, all this is a digression : we must retuhi to our 
dead men. There were sixteen or seventeen of theili, all 
^tifi* and stark, lying in the court, nicely wrapped up in 
their shrouds, like parcels ready to be sent off to the other 
world : but at the end of the row lay one man in a brown 
driM ; he ^^ mie of the lower elais — a mirieteer) pes. 

9 
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hapsy a strong, well-made man; but ke was not in a 
shroud. He had died fighting, and there he lay with hk 
knees drawn up, his right arm above his head, and in hia 
hand the jacket of another man, which could not now be 
released from hi» grasp, so tightly had his strong hand 
been clenched in the death-straggle. This figure took a 
strong hold on my imagination; there was something 
wild and ghastly in ito appearance, difiTerent from the 
quiet attitude of the other victims of the fight in whidi 
I also had been engaged. It put me in mind of aH 
manner of horrible old stories of ghosts and goblins wi^ 
which my memory was well stored ; and 1 went to bed 
with my head so occupied by these traditions of gloom 
and ignorance that I could not sleep, or if I did £yr 
awhile, I woke up again and still went on thinking of the 
old woman of Berkeley, and the fire-king, and the stories 
in Scott's * Discovery of Witchcraft,' and the * Hier- 
archy of the Blessed Aungelles,' and Caxton's ' Goldea 
Legende' — all books wherein I delighted to pore, tiB 
I could not help getting out of bed again to have 
another look at the ghastly regiment in the court 
below. 

I leant against the heavy stone mullions of the window, 
which was barred, but without glass, and gazed I know 
not how long. There they all were, still and quiefr: some 
in the full moonlight, and some half obscured by the 
shadow of the buildings. In the morning I had walked 
with them, living men, such as I was myself, and now 
how changed they were ! Some of them I had spoken to, 
as they lived in the same court with me, and I had taken 
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don interest in their occupations : now I would not willingly 
have touched them, and eveir to look at them was terrible ! 
What little difference there is in appearance between the 
same man asleep and dead ! and yet what a fiMurful di£for- 
ence in fact, not to themselves oolj, but to those who still 
remained alive to look upon them ! Whilst I was musing 
upon these things the wind suddenly arose, the doors and 
shutters of the half-uninhabited monastery slammed and 
grated upon their hinges ; and as the moon, which had 
been obscured, again shone clearly on the court below, I 
saw the dead muleteer with the jacket which he held 
waving in the air, the grimmest figure I ever looked upon. 
His face was black firom the violence of his death, and he 
^seemed like an evil spirit waving on his ghastly crew ; and 
.«s the wind increased, the shrouds of some of the dead men 
fluttered in the night air as if they responded to his call. 
The clouds, passing rapidly over the moon, cast such 
shadows on the corpses in their shrouck, that I could almost 
have fancied they were alive again. I returned to bed, 
and thanked God that I was not also laid out with them in 
the court below. 

In the morning I awoke at a late hour and looked out 
into the court ; the muleteer and most of the other bodies 
were removed, and people were going about their business 
as if nothing had occurred, excepting that every now and 
then I heard the wail of women lamenting for the dead. 
Three hundred was the number reported to have been 
carried out of the gates to their burial-places that mom* 
ing ; two hundred more were badly wounded, many c^ 
srhom probably died, for there were no physicians or 
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wargMom to atteod them, and it was suppoeed ^at others 
were buried in the courts and gardens of the eity by theiir 
■urviTing A-ieMb; so that the preoise number ef those 
who perafaed was oot koowA. 

Whea we reflect in what plaee a&d to eommemorate 
what event the great mul^ude of Christian pilgfiivis had 
lasembled from ail pailaof the world, the feaiiVil visit^oQ 
which came upon them appears moite dreadful than if it 
had occurred under other circum9tanoe8. l^ey had 
entered the sacred walls tb celebrate the most Joyful event 
which is recofded in the Scriptures. By the resurrection 
of our Saviour was proved not only his triumph over the 
grave, hut the truth of the religion which He taught ; and 
the anniversary of that event has been kept in bA succeed- 
ing ages as the great ^bstival of the Church. On the 
morning of t)^ hallowed day throughout the Christian 
world the bells rang merrily, the altars were decked with 
flowers, and all men gave way to feelings of exultation 
and joy ; In an hour everything was turned to fnourniiig, 
lamentadon, and woe ! 

There was a time when Jerusalem was the most pros- 
perous and fkvoured oily of the world | then " all her 
ways were pleasantness, and all her paths were peace ; ** 
<< plenteousness was in her palaoes^" «^ "Jerusalem 
Was the joy of the whole earth/' 

But sinoe the awfVd crime which was committed there^ 
iie Lord has poured out the vials of his wrath Upon the 
once chosen city ; dire and fearAiI haVe been the calami- 
ties which have befallen her in terrible succession ibt 
eighteen hundred 3rears. Fury and deeoladen, hnd lyi 
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Ymady have stalked round the pieciocts of the gitihy spot f 
aod Jerusalem has beea givea up to the spoiler and tli» 
oppreasof. 

The day ^Itewimtg the occurrenoes whjcii have beea 
related, I bad a *ong interview with Ibrahim Pasha, and 
the conversation turned naturally on the blas]^naotts 
impositions of the Gcreek and Armenian patriarchs, who, 
for the purposes of worldly gain, had deluded their igno- 
rant followers with the performance of a trick in relighting 
the candles which had been extinguished on Good Friday 
with fire which they affirmed to have been sent down from 
heaven in answer to their prayers. The Pasha was quite 
aware of the evident absurdity which I brought to hia 
notice, of the performance of a Christian miracle being 
p«it off for some time, and being kept in waijting for the 
convenience of a Mahometan prince. It waa debated whaft 
punisbmenjt was to be awarded: to the Greek patriarqh for 
the misfortunes which had been the consequence of his 
jugglery, and a number of the purses which he had r»^ 
ceived frooa the unluoky pilgrii^as passed iiato the oofibra 
of the Pasha's treasury. I was sorry that the falsity of 
thia imposture was not publicly eiiq^osed, as il was a good 
oppor^nity of sa doing. It seems wonderful that so bare« 
faoed a, trick dkHild continue ta be practised every year 
in these enlightened times ; bnt it has its parallel in the 
blood of St, Januarius, which la still liq«^ed whenever 
anything is to be gained by the exhibition of that astonish- 
ing actof pdestly impertinence. If Ibrahim Pasha had been 
a Qbdstianr probably this would have been the lastEastet 
of tfei» ligbtiAg of the holy &re; but iaom the: &€l of Iwb 
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religion being opposed to that of the monks, he could not 
Mow the example of Liouis XIV., who having put a stop 
to some clumsy imposition which was at that time bringii^ 
scandal on the Church, a paper was found nailed upon the 
door of the sacred edifice the day afterwards, on which 
the words were read — •• 

'* De part da roi, defense sL Dieu 
De faire miracle en ce lieo." 

The interference of a Mahometan in such a case as 
this would only have been held as another persecution of 
the Christians ; and the miracle of the holy fire has con- 
tinued to be exhibited every year with great applause, 
and luckily without the unfortunate results which accom- 
panied it on this occasion. 

Ibrahim Pasha, though by no means the equal of 
Mehemet Ali in talents or attainments, was an enlightened 
man for a Turk. Though bold in battle, he was kind to 
those who were about him ; and the cruelties practised by 
his troops in the Greek and Syrian wars are to be ascribed 
more to the system of Eastern warfare than to the savage 
disposition of their commander. 

He was bom at Cavalla, in Roumelia, in the year 1789, 
and died at Alexandria on the 10th of November, 1848. 
He was the son, according to some, of Mehemet Ali, but, 
according to others, of the wife of the great Viceroy of 
Egypt by a former husband. At the age of seventeen he 
ioined his father's army, and in 1816 he commanded the 
expedition against the Wahabees — a sect who maintained 
that nothing but the Koran was to be held in any estima- 
tion by Mahometans, to the exclusion of 4dl notesy expla- 
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oatioiis, and commeiitaries, which have in many cases 
tisurped the authority of the text. They called themselves 
reformers, and, like King Henry Vlli., took possession of 
the golden water-spoats andother ornaments of the Kaaha, 
iximed the hooks and destroyed the colleges of the Arabian 
theologians, and carried off ever3rthing they could lay hold 
of, on religious principles. An eye-witness told me that 
some of the followers of Abd el Wahab had found a good- 
sized locking-glass in a house at ^anaa, which they were 
carrying away with great difficulty through the desert» 
the porters being guarded by a multitude of half-naked 
warriors, who had neglected ail other plunder in the sup- 
position that they had got hold of the diamond of Jemshid, 
a pre- Adamite monarch famous in the annals of Arabian 
history. Some more of these wild people found several 
bags of doubloons at Mocha, which they conceived to be 
ddlars that had been spoiled somehow, and had turned 
yellow, for they had never seen any before. A " smart" 
captain of an American vessel at Jedda, who was con- 
sulted on the occasion, kindly gave them one real white 
dollar for four yellow ones— :an arrangement which per- 
fectly satisfied both parties. Afler three years^ campaign, 
Ibrahim Pasha retook the holy cities of Mecca and 
Medina ; and in December, 1619, he made his triumphant 
^itry into Cairo, when he was invested with the title of 
Vizir and made Pasha of the Hedjaz by the Sultan — a 
dignity more exalted than that of the Pasha of Egypt. 

In 1824 he commanded the armies of the Sultan, which 
were sent to put down the rebellion of the Greeks : he 
Miled fbem Alexandria with a fleet of 168 vessels, 16,000 
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faifiuQtry, 700 cavalry, and four regiments of artittery. 
Numeioua captives wer^ nade in the Morea, an4 the 
•bure-markets were stocked with Greek women and chil' 
drea who had been captured by the soldiers of the Tnrk« 
kik %xoay. The battle of NaTariDo, in 181^7, ended in the 
destruction of the Mahometan fleets; and thousands of 
i^aves^ who were forced to fight against their intended de- 
liverers, being chained to their guns, sunk with the ships 
which were destroyed by the cannon of the allied £>rcea 
of Eaglaod, France, and Jftussia. 

In IdSl ICehemet Ali undertook to wrest Syria from 
the Sultan his master. Ibrahim Pasha commanded his 
army of aboMt SO^OOO men, under the tuition, however, of 
1^ Frenchman, Colonel S^ve, who had denied the Chrktiaa 
faith on Christmas-day, and was afterwards known aa 
Suleiman Pasha. The Egyptian troops soon became 
masters of the Holy Land ; Gaza, Jaflb, Jerusalem, and 
Acre fell before their victorious arms ; and on the 22nd 
of Pecember, 1832, Ibrahim Pasha, with an army of 
30,000 i^n, defeated 60,000 Turks at Eoniah, who h^ 
been sent against him by Sultan Mahmoud^ under tfa% 
comn^^d of Reschid ^asha. 

Ijbrahim, had advanced as far as Kutayeh, on his way. 
to X^Qstantippple, ^hen his nrnrph was stopped by tfae^ 
interferiBnce of European diplomacy. The Sultan, having, 
ipade another effi^rt to recover his dominions in Syria, sent 
an army against Ibrahim, which was utterly routed at the 
battjbof Negib, on the 24th of June, 1839. 

Thiai de^at was principally owing to the SeraslUer (the, 
•^iw;!^^ general) refqsiijg ta ^Uow thp. QQWi^l# of 4oQhi^ 
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19119^ Pil^i^. a^ German offioer, wbo» in diaUogiusbikk ooa*- 
tr«q|{to tlie unlMippy Suleiauui,. Detained. the leligian oClu» 
fulhc^^and ibet esteem of hooest caen* 

Hjfr Qi»«)er wa» agaia obackad by Europaao, policy^ 
wlUh^b^iS it had any right to interfere at allr would, hav^ 
benefited the. cajtrao of humanity more! by doing so befi>i« 
Egypt was d mined; of nearly all its able-bodied men, and. 
Syjna gilFeo up to the horrors of a IpQg and oruel war. 

The great: powers of England, Austid% Russia» and 
Prussia, now combioed to restore^ the wasted pm^inoes of 
Syriai to the Porte ; a fleet menaoed till shores of the 
Holy Land ; Acre was attacked, and taken in ftur bounii, 
by the accidental explosion of a powdei%niagft8iiie, whioh 
ahnost destroyed what remained from former sieges of the 
habttaUe portion of the town., Ibrahim Pasha evwraated 
Syria, and retired to Egypt, where he amused himself 
with agriculture, sad planting trees, always; his &viourite 
pursuit : the trees which he had planted near Caiio have 
alreacfy reduced the temperature in their vicimQr several 
degrees^ 

In 1840 he w^t to Europe ^r the benefit of his heahfa, 
and extended Ms tour to Bkigland, where he war much 
struck with the industry that pervaded alt classe% and iUh 
superiority in railways and works of utility to the other ^ 
countries of Ettrope. " Yes,'^ said he to me at Mitart^S 
Hotel ; '^in Prance there is more fckntasia; in E^and 
there is more roast beef." I obseived that he was sur- 
prised at the wealth displayed at one or two partiesi in; 
some great houses in London at whoeh- he was posseot. 
Wlmhr^he- had kit his memnry inr.aiqidegiisfr atithsli. 
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thne, I do not know ; but on my recalling to him the great 
danger he had been in at Jerusalem, of which he enter- 
tained a very lively recollection, he could not remember 
the name of the Bey who was killed there, although he 
was the only person of any rank in his suite, with the 
exception of Selim Bey Selicdar, his swordbearer, with 
whom I afterwards became acquainted in Bgypt. 

In consequence of the infirmities of Mehemet Ali, whose 
great mind had become unsettled in his old age, Ibrahim 
was promoted by the present Sultan to the Vice-royalty of 
Egypt, on the ik of September, 1848. His constitution, 
which had long been undermined by hardship, excess, and 
want of tare, gave way at length, and on the 10th of 
November of the same year his body was carried to the 
tomb which his father had prepared for his family near 
Cairo, little thinking at the time that he should live to sur- 
vive his sons Toussoun, Ismail, and Ibrahim, who have all 
descended before him to their last abode. 

In personal appearance Ibrahim Pasha was a short, 
broad-shouldered man, with a red face, small eyes, and a 
heavy though cunning expression of countenance. He 
was as brave as a lion ; his habits and ideas were rough 
and coarse ; he had but little refinement in his composi- 
tion ; but, although I have oflen seen him abused for his 
cruelty in European newspapers, I never heard any well 
authenticated anecdote of his cruelty, and do not believe 
that he was by any means of a savage disposition, nor that 
his troops rivalled in any way the horrors committed in 
Algeria by the civilized and fraternising French. He 
was a bold, determined soldier. He had that xeyeienee 
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and respect for his father which is so much to be admired 
in the patriarchal customs of the East ; and it is not every 
one who has lived for years in the enjoyment of absolute 
power uncontrolled by the admonitions of a Christian's 
conscience that could get out of the scrape so well, or 
leave a better name upon the page of history than that of 
Ibrahim Pasha. 

After the fearful catastrophe in the church of the Holy 
Sepulchre, the whole host of pilgrims seem to have become 
panic struck, and every one was anxious to escape from 
the city. There was a report, too, that the plague had 
broken out, and we with the rest made instant preparation 
fbr our departure. In consequence of the mimbers who 
had perished, there was no difficulty in hiring baggage* 
horses; and we immediately procured as many as we 
wanted : tents were loaded on some ; beds and packages 
of all sorts and sizes were tied on others, with but slight 
regard to balance and compactness ; and on the afternoon 
of the 6th of May we rejoiced to find ourselves once more 
out of the walls of Jerusalem, and riding at our leisure 
along the pleasant fields fresh with the flowers of spring, 
a season charming in all countries, but especially ^delight- 
Ail in the sultry climate of the Holy Land« 
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THE MONASTERIES OF METEORA. 



CHAPTER XVII. 

Albania— Ignorance at Corfa concerning that Country — ^Ita^report- 
ed abundance of Game and Robbers — ^The Disturbed State of the 
Country — ^Tbe Albanians — Richness of their Arms — ^Their free 
HJ«e of thexft — Comparative S^iety of Foreigners — Tragic Fate o£: 
a Grerman Botanist — Arrival at Gominitza — Ride to Parapaathia^ 
-»A Night's Bivouac — Reception at Paramathia — Albanian Ladies 
— Yanina— rALbaoian Mode of settling a Quarrel — Expected- 
Attack from Robbers^— A Body -Guard Nlounti^— Audience with, 
the Vizir — His Views of Criminal Jurisprudence — ^Retinue of 
the Vizir— His Troops — Adoption of the European Exercises — 
Expedition to B^rat— Calmness and Self-possession of the Turks. 
— Active Preparations for Warfare— Scene at the Bazaar — ^ 
Valiant Promises of the Soldiers. 

Corfu, Friday, Oct. 31, 1834.— I found I could g^ no, 
information respecting AJbai^a at Corfu, though the high 
mountains of Epirus seemed aln\os( to overh^ing the 
island. No one knew anything ajbout it^ except th^t it 
w^ a fampus place for spipQsI It app^ar^ nevjer to have^ 
struck traveller or tourist t^t there Vfas anything- ii^ 
Albania except snipes ; whejeof one had shot fifteen 
brace, and attother had shot many more, only he did not 
bring them home, having lost the dead birds in the 
bushes. There were some woodcocks also, it was 
generally believed, and some spake of wild boars, but 
I had not the advantage of meeting with anybody 
who could specifically assert that he had shot one : and 



Digitized by 



Google 




VIEW or THC MONASTKRY Of SAINT BARLAAM, AT MBTKORA. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Digitized by 



Google 



Ofu^. XVn. ALBANIAN B0BBE9S. 90% 

l)(ifii4es these there were, sobberis ia multitudes* Aa 
tQ. thi^ poioi eTery one was agreed. Of nAbers tbev^ 
\Ki^ 00 eud : and J119& at. this p^rtU^df^ tioie^ ther^ 
was 1^ revc^tioe,, pr ipbeUipn, or j^ioQiinQmmieqAp^ or* 
a general elecftloOy. or something of that sQ?t» going 
on, in Alhanii^; ior- i^l the people who oame o^er. 
fiiora tih^ce said that the wh(^e country was in a 
ferments In &ct there seemed to be a general uproar 
taking place^ durii^ which each party of the &ee and 
independent mountaineers deemed it expedient to show 
tfieir steady adherence to their own side of the question^ 
by shooting at any one they saw, &om behind a stone or a, 
tree, £>r fear that person mi^t acoid^uitally ba a partisan 
of the opposite fistotion. 

The Albanians are great dandies about their arms : 
the scabbard of their yataghan, and the atocka of theiii 
pistols, are almost always of silver, as well as theiri 
three or four little cartridge boxes, whidi are frequently 
gilt, aud sometimes set with garnets and coral ; an^ 
Albanian is therefore worth shooting, even if he is not 
of another way of thinking ih>m the gentleman wha 
sbo(^ biou As I und^rabood, howevjer, that they did: 
not shoot so. much at Franks because they usually havse 
little about them worth, taking, and are not good to eat, I 
oonceiyed tlmt h should not) run any great risk ; and I 
resolved^ theref(M«, not to be thwarted in my intention oi 
exploring some > of th^ monasteries of that country. There 
isisnc^her reason^ also why Praakaare seldom molested in 
the East*— every. Arab or Albanian knows that if a Frank 
l^aftagim in^his bond^ which; he gcpexally has^ diare 



\ 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



M6 FATB OP A GERMAN BOTANIST. Chap. XVIL 

two probabilities, amounting almost to certainties, with 
respect to that weapon. One is, that it is loaded ; and the 
other that, if the trigger is pulled, there is a considerable 
ohanoe of its going off. Now these are circumstances 
which apply in a much slighter degree to the maga- 
zine of small arms which he carries about his own 
person. But, beyond all this, when a Frank is shot there 
is such a disturbance made about it ! Consuls write let- 
ters — pashas are stirred up— guards, kawasses, and tatars 
gallop like mad about the country, and fire pistols 
in the air, and live at free quarters in the villages; 
the murderer is sought for everywhere, and he, or 
somebody else, is hanged to please the consul ; in addition 
to which the population are beaten with thick sticks ad 
libitum. All this is extremely disagreeable, and there- 
fore we are seldom shot at, the pastime being too dearly 
paid for. 

The last Frank whom I heard of as having been 
killed in Albania was a Grerman, who was studying 
botany. He rejoiced in a blue coat and brass buttons, 
and wandered about alone, picking up herbs and 
fbwers on the mountains, which he put carefully into a 
tin box. He continued unmolested for some time, the 
universal opinion being that he was a powerful magician, 
and that the herbs he was always gathering would 
enable him to wither up his enemies by some dreadful 
charm, and also to detect every danger which menaced 
him. Two or three Albanians had watched him for 
several days, hiding themselves carefully behind the 
rocks whenever the philosopher turned towards them; 
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and at last one of the gang, commending himself to all 
his saints, rested his long gun upon a stone and shot the 
Crennan through the body. The poor man rolled oyer, 
but the Albanian did not venture from his hiding- 
place until he had loaded his gun again, and then, after 
sundry precautions, he came out, keeping his eye 
upon the body, and with his friends behind him, to 
defend him in case of need. The botanizer, however, 
was dead enough, and the disappointment of the 
Albanians was extreme, when they found that his buttons 
were brass and not gold, for it was the supposed 
value of these precious ornaments that had incited 
them to the deed. 

I procured some letters of introduction to different 
persons, sent my English servant and most of my 
effects to England, and hired a youth to act in the 
double capacity of servant and interpreter during the 
journey. One of my friends at Corfu was good enough 
to procure me the use of a great boat, with I do not 
know how many oars, belonging to government; and 
in it I was rowed over the calm bright sea twenty-four 
miles to Grominitza, where I arrived in five hours. 
Here I hired three horses with pack-saddles, one for 
iny l>^g<^9 one for my servant, and one for myself; 
and away we went towards Paramathia, which place 
we were told was four hours off. Paramathia is said 
to be built upon the site of Dodona, although the 
exact situation of the oracle b not ascertained; but 
some of the finest bronzes extant were found there 
thirty or forty years ago^ part of which went to 
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Ourr holies Wf^re not: v^ry- gpod^ an4 o^Tr Tf^6^ were, 
worse ;. nod; we s/HmMod a«d ^tmpbled oreir thft rocks, up 
aod down hilli all the i^inooih withoiit^ a|^DG>iBkohin|^.a9 it 
noemed to me, tpwarda i^y itihul^ted: place* It waa now 
boooiDing dark» aM th^ mtdeteefs said, wo had: six hours 
more to do ;. it wa& thm seye» o'clock,, p^m. ; we cot^d see 
BQthing, and w,ere u|yxi the tpp of a hiU| wJiere there were 
pleiHy of stones and some low bushes^ through which we 
wero maklpg oui" Wiay vaguely, suiting oureelves as to a 
path, and turning our faces towards any point of the com* 
puts which we thought; nwst agreeable, for it did not 
iq^peaf' tlpt any of the party kne^r the^way* We now 
held a.coupcil as to what wa£f best, to be done ; aAd as wo 
sainr lightfs^.in some houses about a mile c^, I de^red on^of 
the muleteers to go there and see if we could get a. locking 
for i\^ night, " Go to a^ hou^ ?" said ther muleteer) /^ you 
dou-t su|>pose we could be SfU^ fods aptoigp^to %,houseia 
AJbailifl^ where we knpw. nofapdy?-'' '^I^j" said ^ 
" wlqri not 1" " Beoeuse we ^hpujd? h% owderedi ot 
OQiiraift/' said be ; **ihnt is if th«(y thought tjipnpsejve^ 
i^roog enough to v^ture to un^O: theifrdoor^and Ic^ us in ; 
otiierwise they would^ preteudt thece wee noJK>dy in the 
house, or fire at us out of the window and set the d<^ at 
us; (a ^Mn.„J > "Oh!" I nepliedi "that is quite sufficient ; 
I have, no.desive to trouble 3^ottr eouseUeoit couE^meD, 
only I don't precisely see. what elaO' we^are to do jt^t now 
aDtfaft.topo£liHBhill. iipw^eisetheiicof fcHMKolwiiothk 
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neighbourhood ?" " Why>" quoth my friencj, " I hopi^ 
you understaAd that if an3rthiiig happeas to my horaes you. 
a^ bound to reimburse me: as for oi^irselvea, we axe 
armed, and must take our chance ; but I (jlon't think there 
are many wolves here yet ; they (jfon't come down from 
the mountains quite so soon : though certainly it is getting 
cold already. But we had better sleep here at all events, 
and at dawn we shall be able, perhaps, to make out a little 
better where we have got to.'^ There being npthing else 
for it, we tied the horses' legs together, and I lay down on 
a travelling carpet by the side of my sei^vant, under tha 
cover of a bush. Awfully cold it was: the horses trem- 
bled and shook themselves every now and then, and held 
their heads down, and I tried all sorts of postures in hopea^ 
of making myself snug, but every change was fi*om l^d to 
worse ; I could not get warm any how, and a remarkable 
fkoi was, that the more sharp stones I picked out from 
under the carpet, the more numerous aQd sharper were 
those that remained : my only comfort was to hear the 
muleteers rolling about too, and anathematizing the stones 
most lustily. However, I went to sleep in course of time, 
and was, as it appeared to me, instantaneously awakened 
by some one shaking me, and telling me it was four o'clock 
and time to start. It was still as dark as ever, except that 
a few stars were visible, and we recommenced our journey, 
stumbling dnd scrambling about as we had done before, 
till we came to a place where the horses stopped of their 
own accord. This it seemed was a ledge of rook above a 
precipice, about two hundred feet deep, as I judged by the. 
zeflectioa of the stars in the stream, whiob r^ belpw« l^ho. 
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dimness of the light made the place look more dangeroas 
and difficult than perhaps it really was. It seems, however, 
that we were lucky in finding it, for there was no other way 
off the hill except by this ledge, which was about twelve 
feet broad. We got off our horses and led them down ; 
they had probably often been there before, for they made 
no difficulty about it, and in a few hundred yards, the road 
becoming better, we mounted again, and afler five hours' 
travelling arrived at Paramathia. Just before entering the 
place we met a party on foot, armed to the teeth, and all 
carrying their long guns. One of these gentlemen politely 
asked me if I had a spare purse about me, or any money 
which I could turn over to his account ; but as I looked 
very dirty and shabby, and as we were close to the town, 
he did not press his demand, but only asked by which road 
I intended to leave it. I told him I should remain there 
for the present, and as we had now reached the houses, he 
took his departure, to my great satisfaction. 

On inquiring for the person to whom I had a letter of 
introduction, I found he was a shopkeeper who sold cloth 
in the bazaar. We accordingly went to his shop and 
found him sitting among his merchandise. When he had 
read the letter he was very civil, and shutting up his shop, 
walked on before us to show me the way to his house. It 
was a very good one, and the best room was immediately 
given up to me, two old ladies and three or four young 
ones being turned out in a most summary manner. One 
or two of the girls were very pretty, and they all vied 
with each other in their attentions to their guest, looking 
at me with great curiosity, and perpetually peeping at me 
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through th(B curtain which hung oyer the door, and running 
away when they thought they were observed. 

The prettiest of these damsels had only been married a 
short time : who her husband was, or where he lived, I 
could not make out, but she amused me by her anxiety to 
display her smart new clothes. She went and put on a 
new capote, a sort of white frock coat, without sleeves, 
embroidered in bright colours down the seams, which 
showed her figure to advantage ; and then she took it off 
again, and put on another garment, giving me ample oppor- 
tunity of admiring its effect. I expressed my surprise and 
admiration in bad Greek, which, however, the fair Alba- 
nian appeared to find no difficulty in understanding. She 
kindly corrected some of my sentences, and I have no 
doubt I should have improved rapidly under her care, 
if she had not always run away whenever she heard 
any one creaking about on the rickety boards of the 
anteroom and staircase. The other ladies, who were set- 
tling themselves in a large gaunt room close by, kept up 
an interminable clatter, and displayed such unbounded 
powers of conversation, that it seemed impossible that any 
one of them could hear what all the others said ; till at 
last the master of the house came up again, and then 
there was a lull. He told me that I could not hire horses 
till the afternoon, and as that would have been too late to 
start, I determined to remain where I was till the next 
morning. I passed the day in wandering about the place, 
and considering whether, upon the whole, the dogs or the 
men of Paramathia were the most savage : for the dogs 



Digitized by 



Google 



tl9 TAIUNA. Ghaf. XTU^ 

looked like wolves, and the men like arrant out-throats^ 
ewaggering about, idle and resdess, with their long hair, 
and gUB8, and pistols, and yataghans ; they have none of 
the composure of the Turks, who delight to sit still in a 
coiiee-bouse, and amoke their pipes, or listen to a story, 
wbich saves them the trouble of thinking or speaking. 
The Albanians did not scream and chatter as the Araba 
do, or as their ladies were doing in the houses, but they 
lounged about the bazaars listlessly, ready to pick a quas-. 
rel with any one, and unable to fix themselves down to 
any occupation ; in short) they gave me the idea of being 
a veiy poor and proud, and good-for-nothing set of scamps. 
November 2nd. — The next morning at five o'clock I was 
oa horseback again, and af^er riding over stones and rooks» 
and frequently in the bed of a stream, hr fourteen hours, I 
arrived in the evening at Yanina. 1^ was disappointed with 
the first view of the place. The town is built on the side of a 
sloping hill above the lake ; and as ray route lay over the 
top of this hill, I could see but little of the town until I 
was quite among the houses^ most of which were in a 
ruinous condjition. The lake itself, y^Uh an island in it on 
which are the ruins of a palace built by the &mou9 AU 
Pasha, is a beautiful object ; but the mountains by which 
it is bounded on the opposite side are barren, yet not suffi- 
ciently broken to be picturesque. The scene alto^ther 
put me in mind of the Lake of Gienesareth as seen; from 
its western shore near Tiberias* There is a plain to the 
north and north-west, which is partially cultivated, but it 
is inferior in beauty to the^ plains of Jericho, aod there ift 
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IK) river like the Jordan to light up the scene with fCs 
quick and sparkling waters as it glistens among the trees 
in its journey towards the lake. 

i went to the house of an Italian gentleman who was 
the principal physician of Yanina, and who I understood 
wh9 in the habit of a^rdiftg aooommodation to travellere 
in his house. He received me with great kindness, and 
gave me an excellent set of rooms, consisting of a bed 
room) sitting room, and ante-room, all of them much better 
than thdsie Which I occupied in the hotel at Ck)rfu : they 
were clean and nicely Aimished ; and altogether the ex- 
cellence of my quarters in the dilapidated capital of Alba- 
nia surprised me most agreeably. 

The town appears never tb hiave been repaired since the 
"^avB and revoluticms whibh occurr^ at the time of Ali 
Pasha's death. The houses resemble those of Greece or 
Southern Italy ; they are built, some of intone, and some of 
#ood, with tiled roofs. On the walls of many of them 
Uiere were vines growing. The bazftars are poor^ yet I 
saw very nch arms displayed in some mean little shops, 
cr stalls, as we should call them ; for they are all open, 
like the booths at a fair^ The climate is rainy, and there 
is no lack of mud in Wet weather, and dust when it is dry« 
The whole place had a miserable appearance, nothing 
seemed to be going on^ and the people have a savage, 
hang*d(^ Iboki 

I had a good supper and a good bed, and was awakened 
the next morning by hearing the servants loud in talk 
liboUt the ne#s of the day. The subject was truly Alba. 
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nian. A man who had a shop in the bazaar had quarrelled 
yesterday with some of his fellow townsmen, and in the 
night they took him out of his bed and cut him to pieces 
with their yataghans on the hill above the town. Some 
people coming by early this morning saw various joints 
of this unlucky man lying on the ground as they passed. 

I occupied myself in looking about the place ; and 
having sent to the palace of the vizir to request an 
audience, it was fixed for the next day. There was not 
much to see ; but I afibrded a subject of uninterrupted 
discussion to all beholders, as it appeared I was the only 
traveller who had been there for some time. I went to 
bed early because I had no books to read, and it was a 
bore trying to talk Greek to my host's family ; but I had 
not been asleep long before I was awakened by the intel- 
ligence that a party of robbers had concealed themselves 
in the ruins round the house, and that We should probably 
be attacked. Up we all got^ and loaded our guns and 
pistols : the women kept flying about everywhere, and, 
when they ran against each other in the dark, screamed 
wofuUy, as they took everybody for a robber. We had 
no lights, that we might not afford good marks for the 
enemy outside, who, however, kept quiet, and did not 
shoot at us, although every now and then we saw a man 
or two creeping about among the ruins. My host, who 
was armed with a gun of prodigious length, was in a state 
of great alarm ; and, having sent for assistance, twenty 
soldiers arrived, who kept guard round the house, but 
would not venture among the ruins. These valiant heroes 
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relieved each other during the night ; but, as no robbers 
made their appearance, I got tired of watching for them, 
and went quietly to bed again. 

November 4tA. — At nine o'clock in the morning I paid 
my respects to the Vizir, Mahmoud Pasha, a man with a 
long nose, and who altogether bore a great resemblance to 
Pope Benedict XVI. I stayed some hours with him, talk- 
ing over Turkish matters ; and we got into a brisk ail- 
ment as to whether England was part of Liondon, or Lon- 
don part of Bngland. He appeared to be a remarkably 
good-natured man, and took great interest in the affairs of 
Egypt, from which country I had lately arrived, and asked 
me numberless questions about Mehemet Ali, comparing 
his character with that of Ali Pasha, who had built this 
palace, which was in a very ruinous state, for nothing had 
been expended to keep it in repair. The hall of audience 
was a magnificent room, richly decorated with inlaid work 
of mother-of-pearl and tortoiseshell : the ceiling was gilt, 
and the windows of Venetian plate-glass, but some of them 
were broken : the floor was loose and almost dangerous ; 
and two holes in the side walls, which had been made by 
a cannon-ball, were stopped up with pieces of deal board 
roughly nailed upon the costly inlaid panels. The divan 
was of red cloth ; and a crowd of men, with their girdles 
stuck full of arms, stood leaning on their long guns at the 
bottom of the room, listening to our conversation, and 
laughing loudly whenever a joke was made, but never 
coming forward beyond the edge of the carpet. 

The Pasha offered to give me an escort, as he said that 
the country at that moment was particularly unsafe ; bu)( 
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at tebgth it was settled that he should give me a letter to 
the commaDder of the troops at Mezzovo, who would sup- 
ply me with soldiers to see me safely to the monasteries 
of Meteora. When I arose to take my leave, he sent for 
more pipes and cofiee, as a signal for me to remain ; in 
short, we became great friends. Whilst I was with him 
a pasha of inferior rank came in, and sat on the divan for 
half an hour without saying a single word or doing any. 
thing except looking at me unceasingly. Afler he had 
taken his departure we had some sherbet ; and at last I 
got aWay, leaving the Pasha in great wonderment at the 
English government paying large sums of money for the 
tF&nsportation of criminals, when cutting off their heads 
would have been so much more economical and expedi- 
tious. Incurring any expense to keep rogues and vaga. 
bonds in prison, or to send them away from our own 
country to be die plague of other lands, appeared to him 
to be ah extraordinary act of folly ; and that thieves 
should be fed ahd clothed and lodged, while poor and 
hottest people were left to starve, he considered to be con. 
trary to common sense and justice. I laughed at the time 
at what I thought the curious opinions of the Vizir of 
Yanina ; I have since come to the conclusion that there 
Was some senso in his notions of criminal jurisprudence. 
In the aflemoon, as I was looking out of the window of 
my lodging, I saw the Vizir going by with a great number 
of armed people, and I was told that in the present 
disturbed state of the country he never went out to take a 
Hd^ Without all these attendants. First came a hundred 
tOcdi* M hoQiibtek, dresied in a kind of BuropeMi wbA- 
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&nn ; then two horsemen, each with a pair of small kettle 
drums attached to the front of his saddle. They kept up 
an unceasing pattering upon these drums as they rode 
along. This is a Tartar or Persian custom ; and in some 
parts of Tartary the dignity of khan is conferred by strap- 
ping these two little drums on the back of the person whom 
the king delighteth to honour ; and then the king beats the 
drums as the new khan walks slowly round the court 
Thus a thing is reckoned a great honour in one part of the 
world which in another is accounted a disgrace ; for when 
a soldier is incorrigible, we drum him out of the regiment, 
whilst the Tartar khan is drummed into his dignity. After 
the drummers came a brilliantly dressed company of 
kawasses, with silver pistols and yataghans ; then several 
trumpeters ; and after them the Vizir himself on a fine tall 
horse ; he was dressed in the new Turkish Frank style, 
with the usual red cap on his head ; but he had an im- 
mense red cloth cloak sumptuously embroidered with gold, 
which quite covered him, so that no part of the great man 
was visiUe, except h!s two eyes, his nose, and one of his 
hands, upon which was a splendid diamond ring. Two 
grooms walked by the sides of his horse, each with one 
hand on the back of the saddle. Every one bowed as the 
Vizir went by ; and I became a distinguished person from 
the moment that he gave me a condescending nod. The 
procession was closed by a crowd of officers and attend, 
ants on horseback, in gorgeous Albanian dresses, with 
silver bridles and embroidered housings. They carried 
what I thought at first were spears, but I soon discovered 
that they were bng pipes ; there was quite a forest of 
10 
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them, of all lengths and sizes. When the Vizir wa^ fpn;^ 
and the dust had subsided, I strolled out of the towi^ on 
foot, when I came upon the troops, who ^ere learning the 
new Eluropean ezer9i|3e. I^ing a man sitting oi^ a qarp^ 
in the i^ddle of the plain, I i^ent, up to him aDd ^und that 
he was ^ colooiel and Qommander oj^ thi^ a|rmy ; so I 
smoked a pipe with hi^l^ an4 di;3Covered thftt h^ ^^^ 
ahout as much c^tac^cs and mili|a]^ mantqeuyres as I did, 
only he d]i|j not t^ake so much interest ip the sul^jpct.. We 
therefore continued to smo^e the pipe of peace on th^ cai;- 
pet of reflection, while the soldiers entangled, theipselves in 
all sorts of incomprehensible dpublings, anjd counter- 
marcl^es, till at^ last the whole body was ao muph pu;^ed9 
tiiat they stood still all of a heap, like a cluster of l^ees* 
The captains shouted, and the poor men turned i:ound, and 
round, trod, on each other's heels, kicked, each other's 
shins, and did all they could to get. out of^ the scrape, but 
.they only got more intp confusion* At las^ a bright 
thought struck the colonel, who tpc^ his pipe out of his 
mouth, and gave orders, in the name of t^e Prophet, that 
every man should go l^ome in the best, way he could^ 
This they accomplished li^e a party of schoolboys, run- 
ning and jumping and walking off i^ smal| parties towards 
the town. The officers wiped the perspiration from their 
foreheads, and strolled off too, some to smoke a pipe under^ 
a tree, and some to repose on their divans and swear at the 
Franks who had invented such extraordinary evolutions. 

In the evening, among the other news of the day, 1 was 
told t^at tl^ree men l^ad.been walking together in the after- 
noon; one of, them bougl^t^ a, melon, i|nd, his two cpmr 
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puipn, Biha wera vei^r thinfey, biit had no money, mkei 
haam to gkwe tiwm aome of it. He wottld not do so ; audi 
aa the}? wonssd him about it, he faa m^ an; eaapty hottse^ 
aod^ haltiBii^ the dioe, sat doiina iaaide lo diesuas his pvtP- 
chaoo inr (|met. The othei tvpar waare^ detaimmed soltobe. 
joekey«dl ml tint namai^ and, fiodtag ai hakr in: the dooi^ 
tiiey paqped thaouf^^amd weie eamged at mmog him eat- 
ing the aaftlon^inflide. H& jeered them, aod said that the 
SMioQi waa exceUenIk; until ait last one of tham awoie ha 
qixkuU mk eat it aU, and,, puttii^ Ua piatoL through the 
hol^ im the dooiw shot hia fnend dead ; they ^a walked 
away, laughing at their own cleivenieaa in flheotijtg hioa sa 
n&ai^y through the^ hde^ 

NoscnfJber 5i&.-^Ther next^ di^ I^ went i^|ain to- th» 
citadfili to> see the Ybir^ hut het ooidd noa seoei^&me^ aa 
newa bad arrived that the inauzgenta on robbesa*— ti^y had 
entitled themselves: to eithert denominationr-iiadgittheped 
tog^hei^ iti frrce and) laid floege to« the< town of Berati 
There hadi been a good; deal of oei^QsionintYanina before 
this^ but. now. itappeared tohavaardaved i^ a olimax. Tha 
Qouityardolthe^itadelwaaffuU of horsea picketed by their 
head^and«>hj^ tofeit, in long rows^; partiea. of men. were,. 
aoQordii^' to their different habits, ttjking over the eventa 
of the^ day^^^the Albanians ohattering and putting them* 
adi^a^in. attitudes ; tbe^Amaouts. or Mahometans of Greek 
Uoodf boaating. of the chivalrio. feata which they intended ta 
perform ; and the grave Turks sitting quietly on the 
grouiyl, smoking their eternal pipes, and taking it all as 
^miy. as. if ibj^y\ had nothing to do with it. Both before 
^l4i«ja;tjfe^ Hgme^ day/4 L haira seea a great, deal of the 
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Turks; and though, for many reasons, I do not relied 
them as a nation, still I cannot help admiring their calm- 
ness and self-possession in moments of difficulty and 
danger. There is something nohle and dignified in their 
quietness on these ocoamons : I have very rarely seen a 
Turk discomposed ; stately and collected, he sits down and 
hides his time ; hut when the moment of action comes, he 
will rouse himself on a sudden, and hecome full of fire, 
animation, and activity. It is then that you see the 
descendant of those conquerors of the East, whose strong 
will and fierce courage have given them the command 
over all the nations of Islam. 

Although I could not obtain an audience with the vizir, 
one of the people who were with me managed to send a 
message to him that I should be glad of the letter, or firman, 
which he had promised me, and by which I might com- 
mand the services of an escort, if I thought fit to do so. 
This man had influence at court ; for he had a friend who 
was chiboukji to the vizir's secretary, or prime minister— 
a sly Greek, whose acquaintance I had made two days 
before. The pipe-bearer, propitiated by a trifling bribe, 
spoke to his master, and he spoke to the vizir, who promised 
I should have the letter ; and it came accordingly in the 
evening, properly signed and sealed, and all in heathen 
Greek, of which I could make out a word here and 
there ; but what it was about was entirely beyond my 
comprehension. 

Whilst waiting the result of these negotiations I had 
leisure to notice the warlike movements which were going 
oa around me. I saw a train of two or three himdred 
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men on horseback issuing out from the citadel, and liding. 
slowly along the plain in the direction of Berat Tbey 
were sent to raise the siege ; and other troops were pre- 
paring to follow them. As I watched these horsemen 
winding across, the plain in a long line, with the sun 
glancing upon their arms, they seemed like a great serpent, 
with its glittering scales, gliding along to seek for its prey ; 
and in some respects the simile would hold good, for this 
detachment would be the terror of the inhabitants of every 
district through which it passed. Rapine, violence, and 
oppression would mark its course ; friend and foe would 
alike be plundered ; and the villages which had not been 
burned by the insurgent klephti would be sacked and 
ruined by the soldiers of the government. 

As I descended from the citadel I passed numerous 
parties of armed men, all full of excitement about the 
plunder they would get, and the mighty deeds they would 
perform ; for the danger was a good way off, and they 
were all brim-full of valour. In the bazaar all was busi- 
ness and bustle : everybody was buying arms. Long 
guns and silver pistols, already loaded, I believe, with 
fiery-looking flints as big as sandwiches, wrapped up first 
in a bit of red cloth, and then in a sort of open work of 
lead or tin, were being handed about; and the spirit 
of commerce was in full activity. Great was the haggling 
among the dealers. One man walked off with a mace ; 
another, expecting to perform as mighty deeds as Richard 
CoBur de Lion, bought an old battle-axe, and swung it 
about to show how he would cut heads off with it before 
long. Another champion had included among his wariik* 
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■enti m otrnoos^ anoient-lookitig silvet olodEy 
wkidi dangled hj kk skle from a multitude of chaiis. it 
WM sqtuife in shape, and must hare been provided with a 
fltroog OMistitadon inade if it oDuld go while It wat banged 
about St every step the man took. This wor^y, I imagine, 
intended to kill time, for his purchase did not seem calcu-^ 
lated to cope with any o^er en^ny. Ife had, however, 
two or three pistols and daggers in addition to his dock* 
An oldish, hard-ibatured man was buying a quantity o# 
that abominably sour, while cheese which is the pride of 
Albania, and a quantity c^ bkek dives, whidi \m was 
cramming into a pair of oM saddle-bags^ whilst his horse 
beside him was quietly munolang his eom ki a sack tied 
over his nose. There was a look of calm efficiency about 
this man, which contrasted strongly with ^ swaggering 
air of the crowd around him. He was evidently an old 
hand ; and I observed that he had laid in a stock of ball^ 
cartridges— wi article in which but little money was spent 
by the buyers of jrataghcms in silver sheaths and silver 
cartridge-boxes. 

" Hallo f sir Frank,*' cried one or two of thes6 gay 
warriors, •* oome out with us to Berat : come and see us 
fight, and you will see something worth travelling for.'* 

"Ay," said I, "it'is all up with the enemy : that*i5 quite 
certain. They will be in a pretty scrape, to be sure, when 
you arrive. I would not be one of them for a good deal !" 

" Sono molto feroce questi palicari," said my guide. 

" Oh ! yes, they are terrible fellows P' I replied. 

"What does the Frank say ?^ they asked. 

«*He saya yoxt are^ terrible Mows.** 
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" Ah ! I think we are, indeed But don't be afraid. 
Prank ; don't be afraid !" 

" No/' said I, " I won't : and I wish you good luck on 
your way to Berat and back again." 

'this flight th6 peb{^Ie haii beeni so much occupied in 
purchasing the im^ements of death diat I heard no 
Mscouhtd of fthy tie# niunlei*^. In fabt it had been a dull 
ilay in tliat respect ; biit no doubt they would make up 
fer tt before loHg. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

Stut for Meteora — Rencontre with a Wounded Traveller — ^Bar- 
barity of the Robbers— Albanian Innkeeper — Effect of the 
Turkish Language upon the Greeks— Mezzovo— Interview with 
the chief Person in the Village— Mount Pindus — Capture by 
Robbers — Salutary effects of Swaggering — Arrival under Escort 
at the Robbers' Head-Quarters — Affidrs take a favourable turn — 
An unexpected Friendship with the Robber Chief— The Khan 
of Malacash — Beauty of the Scenery — ^Activity of our Guards — 
Loss of Character — ^Arrival at Meteora. 

November 6<&. — ^I had engaged a tall, thin, dismal- 
looking man, well provided with pistols, knives, and 
daggers, as an additional servant, for he was said to 
know all the passes of the mountains, which I thought 
might be a useful accomplishment in case I had to avoid 
the more public roads— or paths, rather — for roads there 
were none. I purchased a stock of provisions, and hired 
five horses — three for myself and my men, one ibr the 
muleteer, and the other for the baggage, which was 
well strapped on, that the beast might gallop with 
it, as it was not very heavy. They were pretty good 
horses — rough and hardy. Mine looked very hard at 
me out of the comer of his eye when I got upon 
his back in the cold grey dawn, as if to find out 
what sort of a person I was. By means of a stout 
kourbatoh— ^ sort of whip of rhinoceros hide which they 
use in Egypt — I immediately gave him all the information 
he desired ; and off we galloped round the back part of 
the towni and, unquestioned by any onej we soon 
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fi>iii&d ourselves trotting along the plain by the south 
end of the lake of Yanina. Here the waters from the 
lake disappeared in an extraordinary manner in a 
great cavemy or pit full of rooks and stcMieSy through 
which the ^vater runs away into some subterranean 
channel — a dark and mysterious river, which the dismal- 
looking man, my new attendant, said came out into the 
light again somewhere in the Gulph of Arta. Before 
long we got upon the remains of a fine paved road, like a 
Roman way, which had been made by Ali Pasha* It 
was, however, out of repair, having in places been 
swept away by the torrents, and was an impediment 
rather than an assistance to travellers. This road led 
up to the hills; and, having dismounted from my 
horse, I began scrambling and puffing up the steep 
side of the mountain, stopping every now and then 
to regain my breath and to admire tiie beautiful 
view of the calm lake and picturesque town of 
Yanina. 

As I was walking in advance of my company, I saw 
a man above me leading a loaded mule. He was coming 
down the mountain, carefully picking his way amcmg the 
stones, and in a loud voice exhorting the mule to be 
steady and keep its feet, although the mule was much 
the more sure-footed of the two. As they passed me 
I was struck with the odd appearance of the mule's 
burden : it consisted of a bundle of large stones on 
one side, which served as a counterpoise to a packing- 
case on the other, covered with a cloth, out of which 
peeped the head of a, man, with his long black hair 
10* 
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liBBging abaat a. &ce ar pab aa mafblaw Hie bo» Uk 
vbieli ke traptlled nol^ being more than ftur feet «id 
a half l0Bg^ I mififiaaiid ha imHt ba a dwar^ and iNM 
*fcrg*'***g at hia- peealiar »odb of coflYeyaaoau ^^tt 
, nhaiiiwiag fram nj drear tJiat I waer a Frmk^ 
nulla whea ha came up to me, and aelted 
Bwif I:waB<a p tr3w i o ia o^ bifging me to* gWe niy as tdrtaB ea 
tfr the man in the baz, if I knew anything of aop* 
§ev)r> Cuf b* kad had both hia legs eat off by aeam 
lebberSf ea the wa^ fimni Salomcat and he waa aa^ 
laMag htni to Yaaiaat in hopes of ^ finding some doetor 
thaifi to' heal his; weunda. My laughter urns now tUned 
&Ma pidy hr the psoF man, fov rhnew there was bk» 
hi^ fiur^hiat atYaaJna^ I could do nothing ft>r himf 
and thsi«iily hopai was, aa hie 8(}rc»gth had borne hSa> 
up> so fra oir his joamey^ that whto he got rtest at 
Tsmina the woands migllt haal of themsalyeB* After* 
earpres sing nr^ oomnuseradon §» himy and my hopes' at 
his recovery, we parted company ; and as I stood lookhig 
at thet nrala, slaggciing aad slipping anieng tfte^ loose 
soonest aad^ rooks in^ tiie staep d^seit, H qciito made 
me wjnoft to^ thiafc of this» paiikt the un£)iptunatid' traveler 
must be^ aadunng,, with: the raw stumps of his two I^r 
rubbing and bumiuiig against^ the end of hk short ben; 
I waa sonry^ I did* not ask why^ the robbers had cof 
off haa\ legs, became,^ if it wa& thesr usual system, 
it wasj certaariy* more' than I bargained- for; I had 
pi^atty nsaidy made iq) nqpmmdto be r^bed, but had no^ 
ioteniioni whatever to loae^ ray^ lege: so I sat d6wB' upen^ 
a^ Mc^ and begaa otiMaik^ probabiiitiaBy ufitit w^ 
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mrty enthe op, and I mounted my hone, who gav^ 
mer acnother loc^ with fakr cunning eye. We otMltinued 
on All Pasha'^ brdk^n road until we reached the sjiti^ 
mit of the mountalii, where we made a short halt, thitt* 
<mr horge« e&fjtut i^in theit wind; and ^n began 
<iur descem, lAuinbling, afld hiding, atid e^tamihling down, 
VBtil we arriv^ ai ^ bottom, where th^re wia^ ti miserable 
kha£n. In tfila royad he^el^ whieh was a mere shed, there 
y/^ai nothing to ber found except minie hoet, who had 
it all lo himself. At kat he made' to eome boSee;' 
and whii^ our horsesf were feeding on our own oorti, 
we sttt under the sh«de 6f a walntl^tree by the 
robdi^e* Oar host, having nothing wUcfa could be 
ealen o^ d^ihik except the cbfibe, did not know how 
in the wokid he cotdd manage to get op a satisfactory 
hM. i saw thk very plainly in hiiflr puzzlied and 
Mu^^ful lo6ks ; but at last a bright diiou^t struck 
Mm, and he chafrged d good roiind sum for the shade^ 
of a wak»it-t^; Now altlVdUgh I admired hiis in* 
genuity, I demurred i^ the charge, particulaiiy as thifr* 
wahitFt-tree did not belong to hhn. It was a wild' tree,^ 
whibh eTerylnydy thr^w stoikes i^ as hb passdd by, to brbi^ 
doWh the nuts :^— 

*^ I^tii^ 6gb joiicta Vl^ qtOb stiiii sine ciimme tits, 
Attamen a cunctis sixibutf osqiie petor.^—Ovm* 

Lilitle did tikis' unodetid^g WaMut-t^ee thitik^ that itis shadi^ 
i^dtild' be' brdugftt fc^ ward as a caiise of war ; for thetf 
axbse a fii^rce cotit)^ between Greek' otttliis' and Albahian' 
maledictions, to whibh' Arabic and English lent their aid. 
Tho%h thelre^ were^ no stones thrown, ten thnes'as matnjf^ 
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bard words were hurled backwards and forwards as there 
were walnuts on the tree, showing a facility of expression 
and a redundance of epithets which would have given a 
lesson to the most practised ladies of Billingsgate. 

When the horses were ready the khangee came up to 
me in a towering passion, swearing that I should pay fi>r 
sitting under the tree. " Englishman/' said he, '' get up 
and pay me what I demand, or you shall not leave this 
place, by all that is holy." ^'Kiupek c^lou," said I, 
without moving from the ground, " Oh, son of a dog ! go 
and get my horse, you chattering magpie !" These few 
words in the language of the conqueror had a marvellous 
eflfect on the khangee. " What does his worship say ?" 
he inquired of the dismal-faced man. " Why, he says 
you had better go and get his excellency's worship's most 
respectable horse, if you have any regard for your life : 
80 go ! be off! vanish ! don't stay there staring at the 
illustrious traveller. 'Tis lucky for you he doesn't order 
us to cut you up into cabobs ; go and get the horse ; and 
perhaps you'll be paid for your coffee, bad as it was. His 
excellency is the pasha's, his highness's, most particular 
intimate friend ; and if his highness knew what you had 
been saying, why, where would you be, O man ?" The 
khangee, who had intended to have had it all his own way, 
was taken terribly aback at the sound of the Turkish 
tongue : he speedily put on my horse's bridle, gave his 
nosebag to the muleteer, tightened up his girths, helped 
the servants, and was suddenly converted into a humble 
submissive drudge. The way in which anything Turkish 
if respected among the conquered races in Syria or in 
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Egypt can scarcely be imagined by tho0e who hare not 
witnesied it. 

Leaving the khangee to count his paras and piastres^ 
with which, after all, he was evidently well satisfied, we 
rode <Hi down the valley by the side of a brawling stream, 
which we crossed no less than thirty-nine times during our 
day's journey. Our road lay through a magnificent series 
of picturesque and savage gorges, between high rocks. 
Sometimes we rode along the bed of the stream, and some- 
times upon a ledge so far above it that it looked like a sil- 
ver ribbon in the sun. Every now and then we came to 
a cataract or rapid, where the stream boiled and foamed 
among the rocks, tossing up its spray, and drowning our 
voices in its noise. In the course of about eight hours of 
continual scrambling up and down all sorts of rocks, we 
found ourselves at another wretched shelty dignified with 
the name of khan. Here, after a tolerable supper, we all 
rolled ourselves up in the different comers of a sort of 
loft, with our arms under our heads, and slept soundly 
until the morning. 

November 7ih. — ^This day we continued al<»g the banks 
of a stream, in the direction of its source, until it dwindled 
to a mere rivulet, when we left it and took to the hills at 
the base of another mountain. We rode some way along 
a rocky path until, turning round a comer to the left, we 
found ourselves at the town or village of Mezzovo. As 
Mahmoud Pasha had supplied mc^with a firman and letters 
to the principal perscms at xYte several towns on my route, 
I looked out for my Mezzo x> letter, with the intention of 
asking for an escort of x few soldiers to accompany ms 
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tiiroii|[h the patKs of Mount Pindu% which were reported 
to he full of robbers and cattiva gente of every sort dnd 
kiod^ the great extent of the uncbrwood of box-trees form- 
ing an hnpenetrsble oover for dioee minions of the mocoi. , 
Most of the popalstioir of Mezzovo turned out lo see the 
processioii of the Milordos Ingk«is ds it entered the pte^ 
eincts of their onoiettt city, and defiled into the market^ 
piflice, in the mid^ of which was a g^at tree, under 
wiiose shade ast and smoked a' circle of grave and reve:- 
rsttd seignor^ the ttriiAdenroy of the piace ; whereupon, 
h6lding the^ pasha's letter in my hand, I cantered up to 
^em. On s^ing me advance towards them, a broad* 
efhbudildi^d good-natnred looking man, gorgeously dressed 
m red vetviet, embroideied ail over with gold, though 
sbmethfi»g ta?rt^shed with the rain and weather, arose and 
stepped forward to mneet me. '* Here is a letter," said I, 
^ frotti his Mghneis^ Mahmoiid Pasha, vizir of Yamn«, tof 
the cAief piirsotiagje of Mezzovo, whoever her may be, for 
thtere* iff no n^me mentioned ; so tell me who is the chief 
person in this city ; where is he to be found, for I desirer 
to speak with him?" ''You Want the chief peraon of 
Mezzovo ?" replied the broad-shouldered man ; " well, I 
think I am the chffef pterson here, am I not?" he asked of 
the asserhblied crowd which h«d gathered togethter by thfii 
tirtie. " Certainly, malista^ oh 3rBS, you are the chief per. 
son of Mezzovo undotibt^ly," they all cried out. " Very 
well," said hie, « then give me the lettier." Oh my giving 
it to him^ he opened it in a very unceremohbiis mannter ; 
ondj before he had half rewi it, burst into a fit of laughing; 
^'Whkr aire you laughing at?" said I ; « b not that the 
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y^i^ tett^f r* *• Oh V m^ hd, **^y<Hi wiwi gtlArdir, do 
ftKti td protect yoa against tb^ fdbbe% tki) kiephti T^ 
'^'t^s, I do ," kit I do not ae« #httt thei^ is to tatigh aft M 
flitttt IWattt'wrfleittetttirgowitfiittetdMcteort*; rfy^ 
Hfcref' ^e^ captain* or eomttMmdor beiro, gi^G mo ani escoi^ att 
1 wfeft to be off at once : ft ii* early no*^, arid I can orort* 
the motmtaittsr bdbfo dark.^ 

Attet a pause, he sairf, ** Well, I am (fee captain ; and 
yott shall hate' men who will protect ytta wherever yott 
go. Yon are an Englishman, are you tfot %" ^ Yes," I 
saW; *'Tam:'* **Wefl, I like the English ; and you partf^ 
cnlarTy."^ " Thank you,** said I : and, after some mor^ 
conTersation, he tore oflT a slip from th^ vizir's letter (a very 
iffiCeremottiOtts proceeding in Albania), and, writing a few 
Hnes on it, he said, ^ Now give this paper' to the fh«t 
soldiere you meet at the fbot of Mount Pindus, and tfH 
Will be right." He then instrncted the muleteer which 
way to go. I took the paper, which was not folded up; 
hot the bacfly. written Romaic Was tmintelligible to me, so 
Ipat it into my pocket, and away we went, my new iiiend 
Waring hiir hand to ite as we passed out of the market- 
place ; and we were soon trotting along through the open 
country towards the hills which shoot out from the base of 
the great diain of Mount Pindus, a mountain famous for 
havfog had Mount Ossa put on' the top of it by some of the 
giants whten they were fighting against* Jupiter. As that 
respected deity got the bettier of the giants, I presume he 
put Ossa back again' ; for which I felt very much obliged 
to him> as Pindus seemed quite high enough and steep 
enough* without any addidon; 
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We rode along, getting nearer and nearer to the moun- 
tains ; and at length we began to climb a steep rocky path 
on the ttde of a lofty hill covered with box-trees. This 
path continued for some distance until we .came to a place 
where there was a ledge so narrow that two horses could 
not go abreast Here, as I was riding quietly along, I 
heard an exclamation in front of " Robbers ! robbers !" 
and sure enou^, out of rt^ of the thickets of box-trees, 
there advanced three or four bright gun-barrels, which 
were speedily followed by some gentlemen in dirty white 
jackets and fustanellas ; who, in a short and abrupt style 
of eloquence, commanded us to stand. This of courbe 
we were obliged to do ; and as I was getting out my pistol, 
one of the individuals in white presented his gim at me, 
and upon my looking round to see whether my tall Alba- 
nian servant was preparing to support me, I saw him 
quietly half-cock his gun and sling it back over his 
shoulder, at the same time shaking his head as much as to 
say, '< It is no use resisting ; we are caught ; there are 
too many of them." So I bolted the locks of the four 
barrels of my pistol carefully, hoping that the bolts would 
form an impediment to my being shot with my own 
weapon after I had been robbed of it. The place was so 
narrow that there were no hopes of running away, and 
there we sat on horseback, looking silly enough, I dare 
say. There was a good deal of talking and chattering 
among the robbers, and they asked the Albanian various 
questions to which I paid no attention, all my faculties 
being engrossed in watching the proceedings of the party 
in fronty who were examining the effects in the pannien 
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of the baggage mule. First they pulled out my bag of 
clothes, and threw it upoa the ground ; then out came the 
sugar and the coffee, and whatever else there was* Somt 
of the men had hold of the poor muleteer, and a loud 
argument was going on between him and his captors. I 
did not like all this, but my rage was excited to a violent 
pitch when I saw one man appropriating to his own use 
the half of a certain fat tender cold fowl, whereof I had 
eaten the other half with much appetite and satisfaction. 
'^ Let that fowl alone, you scoundrel !" said I in good 
English ; " put it down, will you ? if you don't, I'll 
— !" The man, surprised at this address in an un- 
known tongue, put down the fowl, and looked up with 
wonder at the explosion of ire which his actions had 
called forth. " That is right," said I, " my good fellow, it 
is too good for such a dirty brute as you." " Let us see," 
said I to the Albanian, '* if there is nothing to be done ; 
say I am the King of England's uncle, or grandson, or 
particular friend, and that if we are hurt or robbed he 
will send all manner of ships and armies, and hang 
everybody, and cut off the heads of all the rest. Talk 
big, O man I and don't spare great words ; they cost 
nothing, and let us see what that will do." 

Upon this the Albanian took up his parable and a long 
parleying ensued, for the robbers were taken aback with 
^he good English in which I had addressed them, and stood 
still with open mouths to hear what it all meant. In the 
middle of this row I thought of the paper which had 
been given me at Mezzovo. *' Here," said I, " here is a 
letter; read it, see what 't says." They took the paper 
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ihd turned it round and round, for they could not read it: 
llht on^ looked at it and ^en another ; tlien they IbokM 
at the back, but they cbuld make nothing of it. NeVei'- 
thelesii, It product a great efibct upon theih, foi* here, ^ 
in all other countries bf the East, aiiy writing ik Idok^ 
upon by the uneducated people as a mystery, and Is beH 
in high respect ; and at last they sdd they Would take us 
to a place where we should find H person capable of read- 
ing it. The thing which modt provoked me w4s that the 
fbllows seemed not to hare the lightest fear of us ; they 
did not even take the trouble to demand our arms : mf 
much cherished " patent four-barrelled travelling pistol" 
they evidently considered too small to be dangerous ; and 
I felt it as a kind of personal insult that they deputed oihl^ 
two of their number to convoy us to the residence of thii 
learned person who was to read the letter. They managed 
matters, however, in a scientific way : the bridles of ouf 
horses Were turned oVer their heads and tied each to th6 
horse that Wefit before ; one of our captors walked ih 
front and the other behind ; but just when I thought an 
opportunity had arrived to shake off this yoke, I perceived 
that the whole pass was guarded, and Wherever the road 
was a little wider or turned a corner round a rock oi* d 
clump of trees, there were other long guns peeping out 
from among the bushes, with the beared of which oUr 
iviro conquerors exchanged pass- words. Thus we marched 
along, the robber who went first apparently caring nothing 
about us, but the one in the rear having his gun cocked 
and ready to shoot any one of us who should tiim re«i» 
tive. t'iie road, which ascended rapidly, was rather too 
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dahg^tous to b^ ttgt^eeable) being a narrow path cut cm lt» 
iki«3 «>f a V^ steep ttibuntain ; at odb time the track la^ 
^it^todb a steep t\6pe df Hoe marl, whh$h a£brded the xflcM 
ktseetite feotkig jfi^ onr hordes : all iitountaiii ttavelieift 
are awane how Mad^ moi% dangerous this ki^ of road la 
than a firm ledge of mck, however uarrow. 

We had uow got rery higi^, ahd th6 ground wad SpH^l^ 
with patches of ioe and snow, whioh tendered ^ footing 
insecure ; and jf^uentljr large ma^es of the ro^, dis^ 
turhed by bur passh^ Oter it, gaVti wdy beD^^k out feet» 
and set off boun^^ and crashing linjottg the hot tteei 
until it Was broken into powder on the rockii below. 

In process of time we got into a cloud which hid everyt 
thing torn us, and gohig still higher we got dbove the 
cfoud into a region of broken ctags and locks and pine^ 
trees, among which there was a large Wooden hous^ &t 
shed. It Seemed all roof^ and was made of long spijirs of 
trees sloping towards each other, and was tery high, long^ 
and narrow. As we approached h sereral men made their 
appearance- armed at all pointy and took our horses from 
us. At the end of the shed there was a doc^ t^uglbf 
wMch we werb ^ond'ucted into th^ interior by bur ttro 
guairds, and placed aU of a row, #Hh cmt baokS agftinSI 
the wall, on the right side of the entranc^^ Towards Ihe^ 
other end cft this sylvan guard.robm there WasS a Iitrge fire^ 
on the ground, and t nutii^r of mein Sltti^ ibuud it 
drinking aqua titse out of coffbe eupSj and ftllkiOj^ kiud 
and laughing. In the farthest oorner I sa# d pile ^ long 
Bri^t^barrdt^ gun» hfftnittg tig^iMst the #M1, White m 
the other side of the fire l9rere weMf (MMb ho^krm^H^ HMt 
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ground with a mat or carpet over them, whereon a worthy 
better dressed than the rest was lounging, apart from every 
one else and half asleep. To him the paper was given, 
and he leant forward to read it by the light of the blazing 
fire, for though it was bright sunshine out of doors, the 
room was quite dark. The captain was evidently a poor 
scholar, and he spelt and puzzled over every word. At 
last a thought struck him : shading his eyes with his hand 
from the glare of the fire he leant forward and peered into 
the darkness, where we were awaiting his commands. 
Not distinguishing us, however, he jumped up upon his 
feet and shouted out " Hallo ! where are the gentlemen 
who brought this letter ? What have you done with them ?" 
At the sound of his voice the rest of the party jumped up 
also, being then first aware that something out of the com- 
mon had taken place. Some of the palicari ran towards 
us and were going to seize us, when the captain came 
forward and in a civil tone said, *' Oh, there you are ! 
Welcome, gentlemen, we are very glad to receive you. 
Make yourselves at home; come near the fire and sit 
down.g I took him at his word and sat down on the 
boards by the side of the fire, rubbing my hands and 
making myself as comfortable as possible under the cir. 
cumstances. My two servants and the muleteer seeing 
what turn affairs had taken, became of a sudden as lo« 
quacious as they had been silent before, and in a short 
time we were all the greatest friends in the world. 

" So," said the captain, or whatever he was, <* you are 
aoquainted with our friend at Mezzovo. How did joo 
kftve him ? I hope be was well V^ 
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" Oh, yes," I said ; " we left him in excellent health. 
What a remarkably pleasing person he is ! and how well 
he looks in his red velvet dress !'* 

" Have you known him long 1" he asked. 

" Why, not very long," replied my Albanian ; " but my 
master has the greatest respect for him and so has he for 
my master." 

*' He says you are to take some of our men wherever 
you like," said our host. 

" Yes, I know," said the Albanian ; " we settled that at 
Mezzovo, with my master's friend, his Excellency Mr. 
What*s-his-name." 

" Well, how many will you take ?" 

" Oh ! five or six will do ; that will be as many as we 
want. We are going to Meteora and then we shall return 
over the mountains back to Mezzovo, where I hope we 
shall have the pleasure of meeting your general again." 

Whilst we were talking and drinking coffee by the fire, 
a prodigious bustling and chattering was going on among 
the rest of the party, and before long five slim, active, 
dirty-looking young rogues, in white dresses, with long 
black hair hanging down their backs, and each with a long 
thin gun, announced that they were ready to accompany 
us whenever we were ready to start. As we had nothing to 
keep us in the dark, smoky hovel, we were soon ready to go ; 
and glad indeed was I to be out again in the open air among 
die high trees, without the immediate prospect of being 
hanged upon one of them. My party jumped with great 
alacrity and glee upon their miserable mules and horses ; 
all our belongings, including the half of the oold fowl, 
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W#i^ in Mdfu qua; smi off we 8et-*-o^r. i|ew {iriends ac- 
9PWp«,aied \ifik on foptp And 90 delighwd wi^s. our Qaijkm 
of a muleteer at what we all cQiiV3i4^e4 afi>];tv«iateQi9cap€^ 
that he lifted up. tus voio» and ga^ vep^ ta 1^ fe^liz^ in 
%ip9g^ Tb^ gcaiv) gentl^i)9aa in ^velvet, to. w^m I 
\^ pjreip»t9d tl^ Pa^aVl^tte^ a^Mfs;^;(OXQ> ^9^1%^ it ^fi^gxm, 
himself the captain of the thieves — ^the very mm^ qgaij^at 
HEhom;!^ PaiM^a wisk^ tp,aS)r4 vvs, 1?^ gi^ot^Qtipo, ; and 
he, feeling amused probably at th% ly^a^i^]: i^ wbjjc^ v^ 
]|#d &11^ uaawaras i^, b^ clutcbp^ an^ be^ a; good- 
Qf^red, fellow (a^d, h<^ pertainly k)okM such), gc^y^ U3» a 
note to the officer next in command, ordering bin), tpprotpc^ 
us as his friends, and to provide i|s with a^ esqort. When 
I aay tbajt b^ of the ued velvet wass captain of the tJveviBs, 
ib is tf> b^ undars^ood,, that aUbovg^ bia ^llowqm did luA 
expel i^ honesty, as they proceeded tp pliwdeii us the roo^ 
ment they had entrapped ua ixK th^ xaJIey of the bpXrtFees^ 
jtetj h^ ^uld more prop^^ly b^ Q^tlJedi ^ guerilK diififi in 
r^Uipn for the. time heii^g^ 8gW94. tbi?, iwjjhori]ties;of tb^ 
Turkish government, and I being.c^youn^ ^pglishmap, ba 
good-uf^turedly g^ve me his agfgistance, wi^ou^ wWpb, em 
I afterwards fpupd>.it would h^ve b^eu iiBpossible for, roq 
tp havfij tfav#lled witb ^fety tbrpugb. any, one of tha 
a^untain;p«v^feaof tbe Piudua. I ««^trfd,tb«^ttbwob{ef, 
wbosQ mjQ^ I, upfor^nftltely opaitt^d to note down,, com^ 
manded a large; body of mom before the city ofi Berat,,and 
oer^ainly all the ragamu^ns^wbom I me^ on my. way toai^id 
from the monast^ries.of Met^ra aclmowledged his autborr 
ity. I b^^rd, tbftt spo.a j^fl^rwards, be raturued t^. bi«. 
^If^a^pp^uE^i^ ^Wiflnqud ?a^^,fi?r it, ^pj^W^tbal, Om^ 
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OMttbi^k, dujcipg wkich I h^d inadveriently started for « 
toun m AU>caua, did not last long. 

Late io tbe evemng we arrived at a small khan aomop. 
tl^Ag li]p m, Qut-buikling to a farmhouse in England; 
tWs was the khao oC Malacash ; it was prettily situated oa 
th^ ba^9ks Qi' ihe rwex Peaeus, and cootained^ besides the 
slftbley two. rooms, one of whick opened upon a kind of 
y^rand^ pr coyej^ed teri?aoe. My two servants aiul 1 
skp^ on the. flpPi? m this room, and the fixe robbers ov 
giUk;iFds (as ^1 QOQuijtQn. civility I ought to term Uiem) in tb» 
ai^t^-ghamb^r. I, gav^ th^m as good a supper as I oouid* 
ai^d ^e l^came ^ceUj^ot friends. It was ajmo&ft dftrk 
whe^ ^e arrived at thip place, but the nei^t mprniDg wheQ: 
the glorious sun arose I was charmed with the beautiful 
spe^ery i^rpund us. On both ^ps, banks of stably tr^^^ 
ros^aji^ye the margin of a ripp)ipg str^ami &l9d the valley 
grew wider and^ ^ider as lye rodi^ on, the stream inpreasing 
by the addition of many littl^ rills^ and the trjees retiring 
fi;orn it, a^rding us views of grassy^ plains apd rom&^tio 
dflla^, fii^t on one side an4 thep.on the, oiheT^ The scenery 
was. mo^t lovely, and in the d|sit^mQe wa(^ the tpweriog 
summit of the gr^at Amount OlympuPt famous no\f adays for; 
tl^ Qreek mqnasteri^ which t^e built upon its. sides, and. 
nf^r whose ba^e runs th^ vaj^ey of Tempe, of which Ufa 
are expriessly told in the Latin Granular thfU. it is a^ plc^a; 
sant,yale in Xhessaly ; and if it is more beautiful than the 
valley of th^ Peneus, it must be a very pleasant, vale 
indeed* 

I was strnck w.ith theo^ginal niann^r in wl^chour ri^pmiT, 
tain friends progressed through the country: sometimes 
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they kept with us, but more usually some of them went on 
one side of the road and some on the other, like men beat- 
ing for game, only that they made no noise ; and on the 
rare occadons when we met any traveller trudging along 
the road or ambling on a long-eared mule, they were 
always among the bushes or on the tops of the rocks, and 
never showed themselves upon the road. But despite all 
these vagaries they were always close to us. They were 
wonderfully active, for although I trotted or galloped 
whenever the nature of the road rendered it practicable, 
they always kept up with me, and apparently without 
exertion or fatigue ; and although they were often out of 
my sight, I believe I was never out of theirs. Altogether 
I was glad that we were such friends, for, from what 
I saw of them, they and their associates would have proved 
very awkward enemies. They were curious wild animals, 
as slim and as active as cats : their waists were not much 
more than a foot and a half in circumference, and they 
appeared to be able to jump over anything ; and the thin 
mocassins of raw hide which they wore enabled them to 
run or walk without making the slightest noise. In fact, 
they were agreeable, honest rogues enough, and we got on 
amazingly well together. I had a way of singing as I 
rode along for my own particular edification, and from 
mere joyousness of heart, for the beautiful scenery, and 
the fine fresh air, and the bright stream delighted me, so I 
sung away at a great rate ; and my horse sometimes put. 
back one of his ears to listen, which I took as a persona! 
eompliment : but my robbers did not like this singing. 
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'* Why," they said to the Albaaian, " does the Frank 
smg ?" 

" It is a way he has," was the reply. 

^* Well," they said,/ « this is a wild country ; there 
b no use in courting attention — he had better not sing." 

Nevertheless I WQuld not leave off lor all that. Coftlo- 
bit vacuus coram htrone viator; so I went on singing 
^rather louder than before, particularly as I was convinced 
that my horse had an ear for music ; and in this way, 
fifker travelling for seven hours, we came within sight of 
^ extraordinary rocks of Meteora. 

Just at this time we observed among the trees before us 
» hmg string of travellers who appeared to be convoying a 
Ufkm of baggage horses. On seeing us they stopped, and 
closed their files ; and as my thieves had bolted, as usual, 
ilHo the bushes some time before, my party conmsted only 
of four pereons and five horses. As we approached tha 
other party, a tall, well-armed man, with a rifle across his 
^m, rode forwards and hailed us, asking who we ware. 
We said we wero travellers. 

^Aad who were those who left you just newf^ 
9aid he. 

^^They are some of our party wiio have turned 
off by a short cut to go to Meteora," rejj^ied ray 
Albanian. 

*^ What ! a short cut on both sides of the road ! how is 
that ? I suspect you are not simple travellers." 

" Well," he replied, " we do not wish to molest you. 
Go on your way in peace, and let us pass quietly, for you 
are by far the larger party." 
]1 
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'' TeS)" said the man^ " but how many have you in the 
bushes ? What are they about there V* 

"I don*t know what they are about," said he, "but 
they will not molest you [one of them was peeping over a 
bush at the back of the party all the while, but they did 
not see him] ; and we, I assure you, are peaceable 
travellers like yourselves." 

Our new acquaintance did not seem at all satisfied, 
and he and all his party drew up along the path as we 
passed them, with evident mi^ivings as to our purpose ; 
and soon afterwards, looking back, we saw them keeping 
close together and trotting along as fast as their 
ioaded horses would go, some of them looking round 
at us every now and then till we lost sight of them among 
the trees. 

The proverb says— you shall know a man by his 
friends, and my character had evidently suffered from 
the appearance of the company I kept, for the mer. 
chants held me as little better than a rogue; there 
was, however, no time for explanations, and it was with 
feelings of indignant virtue that I left the forest, and 
after crossing the river Peneus at a fi>rd, my merry 
men and I continued our journey akmg the grassy plaio 
of Meteora. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

Meteora— The extraordinary Character of ite Scenery— Ite Cmvea 
formerly the Resort of Ascetics— Barbarous Persecution of the 
Hermits — ^Their extraordinary Religions Obserrances— Singular 
Position of the Monasteries — ^The Monastery of Barlaam — ^The 
difficulty of reaching it — Ascent by a Windlass and Net, or by 
Ladders— Narrow Escape — Hospitable Reception by the Monks 
— ^The Agoumenos, or Abbot — ^His strict Fast — Description of 
the Mohiistery — ^The Church— Symbolism in the Greek Church 
—Respect for Antiquity — The Library — Determination of the 
Abbot not to sell any of the MSS.— The Refectory— Its Deco- 
rations — ^Aerial Descent — ^The Monastery of Hagios Stephanos 
-Its Carred Iconostasis — ^Beautiful View from the Monastery 
-Monastery of Agia Triada — Summary Justice at Triada^ 
Monastery of Agia Roserea— Its Lady Occupants— Admission 
refused. 

The scenery of Meteora is of a very mngular hind. The 
end of a range of rocky hills seems to have been broken 
off by some earthquake or washed away hy the Deluge, 
leaving only a series of twenty or thirty tali, thin, smoothi 
needle-like rocks, many hundred feet in height; some 
like gigantic tusks, scnne shaped like sugar-loaves, and 
some like vast stalagmites. These rocks surround a 
beautiful grassy plain, on three sides of which there grow 
groups of detached trees, like those in an Bngli^ park* 
Some of the rocks shoot up quite clean and peq>endi« 
cularly from the smooth green grass; some are in 
clusters ; some stand alone like obelisks ; nothing can be 
more strange and wonderful than this romantic region, 
which is unlike an3rthing I have ever seen either 
before or since. In Switzerland, Saxony, the Tyrol, 
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or any other mountainous region where I have been, 
there is nothing at all to be compared to these extra- 
ordinary peaks. 

At the foot of many of the rocks which surround this 
beautiful grassy amphitheatre, there are numerous 
caves aod holes, eome of which appear to be natural, 
but most of them are artificial ; for in the dark and 
wild ages of monastic fanaticism whole flocks of hermits 
roosted in these pigemi-holes. Some of these caves 
are so high up the rocks that one wonders how the 
poor old gentlemen oould ever get up to them ; whilst 
others are below the surface; and the anchorites who 
burrowed in them, like rabbits, frequently afforded 
excellent sport to parties of voving Saracens ; indeed, 
hermit-hunting seems to have been a fashionable 
amusement previous to the twelfth century. In early 
Greek frescos, and in small, stiff pictures with gdd 
backgrounds, we see many frightfid representations of 
men on horseback in Rcmmn armour, with long 
spears, who are ioriuriag and slaying Christian de- 
votees. In these pictures the monks and bennits are 
represented in gowns made of a kind of course matting, 
and they have l<mg beards, and some of them are covered 
with hair; these I take it were the ones most to be 
admifed, as in the Greek church aonctity is alirays in the 
inveniB ratk> of beauty* All Greek saiivts are painfully 
ugly, bvA the hermits are much uglier, dirtier, and older, 
than the rest; they roust have been very fusty people 
besides, eating roots, afid living in holes like rats and 
woe. U is diffieolt to ttsderstand by whtA pfooaai af 
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reaioning they could have persuaded themselves thai 
by living in this useless, inactive way, they were lead- 
ing holy lives. They irore out the rocks with their 
knees in prayer ; the difis resounded with their groans ; 
8(»netim€8 they banged their breasts with a big stone, 
for a change; and some wore chains and ircm girdles 
round their emaciated forms; but they did nothing 
whatever to benefit their kind. Still there is some- 
thing grand in the strength and constancy of their 
^th. They left their homes and riches and the pleasures 
of this world, to retire to these dens and caves of 
the earth, to be subjected to cold and hunger, pain 
and death, that they might do honour to their God| 
aAer their own fashion, and trusting that, by mortifying 
the body in this world, they should gain happiness for 
the soul in the world to come ; and therefore peace be 
with their memory ! 

On the top of these rocks in different direotiotis there 
remain seven monasteries out of twenty-four which once 
crowned their airy heights* How an3rthing except a bird 
was to arrive at one which we saw in the distance on a 
pinnacle of rock was more than we could divine ; but the 
mystery was soon solved. Winding our way upwards, 
among a labyrinth of smaller rocks and cliffii, by a 
romantic path which afforded us from time to time beau- 
tiful views of the green vale below us, we at length found 
ourselves on an elevated platform of rock, which 1 may 
compare to the flat roof of a church ; while the monas- 
tery of Barlaam stood perpendicularly above us, ga the 
top of ii mndtk higher rock^ like the tower of thb church. 
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Here we fired off a gun, which was intended to answer 
the same purpose as knocking aCthe door in more civilized 
places ; and we all strained our necks in looking up at 
the monastery to see whether any answer would be made 
to our call. Presently we were hailed by some one in the 
sky, whose voice came down to us like the cry of a bird ; 
and we saw the face and grey beard of an old monk 
some hundred feet above us peering out of a kind of 
window or door. He asked us who we were, and what 
we wanted, and so forth ; to which we replied, that we 
were travellers, harmless people, who wished to be ad-, 
mitted into the monastery to stay the night ; that we had 
come all the way from Corfu to see the wonders of Me^ 
teora, and, as it was now getting late, we appealed to his 
feelings of hospitality and Christian benevolence. 

" Who are those with you ?" said he. 

" Oh ! most respectable people," we answered ; " gen. 
tlemen of our acquaintance, who have come with us across 
the mountains from Mezzovo." 

The appearance of our escort did not please the monk, 
and we feared that he would not admit us into the monas- 
tery ; but at length he let down a thin cord, to which 1 
attached a letter of introduction which I had brought from 
Corfu ; and after some delay a much larger rope was 
seen descending with a hook at the end to which a strong 
net was attached. On its reaching the rock on which we 
stood the net was spread open ; my two servants sat down 
upon it ; and the four corners being attached to the hook, 
a signal was made, and they began slowly ascending into 
the air^ twisting round and round like a leg of muttoQ 
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faaDging to a botUe-jack. The rope was old and mended, 
and the height from the ground to the door above was, we 
allerwards learned, S7 fathoms, or 222 feet. When thej 
reached the top I saw two stout monks reach their arms 
out of the door and pull in the two servants by main 
force, as there was no contriyance like a turning-crane for 
bringing them nearer to the landing-place. The whole 
process appeared so dangerous, that I determined to go up 
by climbing a series of ladders which were suspended by 
large wooden pegs on the face of the precipice, and which 
reached the top of the rock in another direction, round a 
comer to the right. The lowest ladder was approached 
by a pathway leading to a rickety wooden platform which 
overhung a deep gorge. From this point the ladders hung 
perpendicularly upon the bare rock, and I climbed up 
^ree or four of them very soon ; but coming to one, the 
lower end of which had swung away from the top of the 
one below, I had some difficulty in stretching across from 
Uie one to the other ; and here unluckily I lodked down, • 
and found that I had turned a sort of angle in the preci- 
pice, and that i was not over the rocky platform where 1 
had left the horses, but that the precipice went sheer down 
to so tremendous a depth, that my head turned when I sur- 
veyed the distant valley over which I was hanging in the 
air like a fly on a wall. The monks in the monastery 
saw me hedtate, and called ou to me to take courage and 
hold on ; and, making an eflbrt, I overcame my dizziness, 
and clambered up to a small iron door, through which I 
crept into a court of the monastery, where I was wel. 
aomed by the monks and the two servants who had been 
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hauled up by the rope. The rest of my party were not 
Admitted ; but they bivouacked at the foot of the rocks in 
a sheltered place, and were perfectly contented with the 
oofiee and provisions which we lowered down to them* 

My servants, in high glee at having been hoisted up 
safe and sound, were busy in arranging my baggage iit 
the room which had been allotted to us, and in making if 
comfortable : one went to get ready some warm water for 
a bath, or at any rate for a good splash in the largest tub 
that could be found ; the other made me a snug comer on 
the divan, and covered it with a piece of silk, and spread 
my carpet before it ; he put my books in a little heap, got 
ready the things for tea, and hung my arms and cloak^ 
and everything he could lay his hands on, upon the pegs 
projecting from the wall under the shelf which was fixed 
all round the room. My Eurq)ean clothes were soon 
pitched into the most ignominious comer of the divan, and 
I speedily arrayed myself in the long, loose robeS of 
• ^yp^> ^ much more comfortable and easy thiin the tight 
cases in which We cramp up our limbs. In short, I forth- 
with made myself at home, and took a stroll among the 
courts and gardens of the monastery while dinner or sup. 
per^ whichever it might be called, was getting ready. I 
soon stumbled upon the Agoumenos (the lord abbot) of 
tills atrial monastery, and we prowled aboiit together^ 
peeping into rooms, visiting the church, and poking about 
until it began to get dark ; and then I asked him to dinner 
in his own room ; but he could eat no meat, so I ate the 
more myself, and he made up for it by other savoury 
messes, cooked partly by my Servants and partly by th^ 
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monies. He was an oldish man. He did not dislikt 
iriierry, though he preferred rosoglio, of which I alwajTi 
oarried a few bottles with me in my monastic excursions. 

TlM abbot and I, and another hdy father, fratemisedi 
and slapped each other on the back, and had another glass 
er two, or rather cup, for coffee-cups of thin, old porcelain, 
<Mlled dngians, served us for wine-glasses* Then we had 
some tea, and they filled up their cups with sugar, and 
ate seamen's biscuits, and little cakes fh>m Yanina, and 
rahatlokoom, and jelly of dried-grape juice, till it was 
time to go to bed ; when the two venerable monks gave 
me their blessing and stumbled out of the room ; and in a 
marvellously short space of time I was sound asleep. 

November 9th. — The monastery of Barlaam stands <m 
the summit of an isolated rock, on a flat or nearly flat 
space of periiaps an acre and a half, of which about one« 
half is occupied by the church and a smaller chapel, the 
refectory, the kitchen, the tower of the windlass, where 
you are pulled up, and a number of separate buildings 
containing offices and the habitations of the monks, of 
whom there were at this time only fourteen. These va- 
rious structures surround one tolerably large, irregularly- 
shaped court, the chief part of which is paved ; and there 
are several other small open spaces. Ail Greek monas- 
teries are built in this irregular way, and the confused 
mass of disjointed edifices is usually encircled by a high 
bare wall ; but in this monastery there is no such enclosing 
wall, as its position effectually prevents the approach of 
an enemy. On a portion of the flat space which Is not 
occupied by buildings they have a small gaideni but it is^ 
11* 
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not OQltivated, and there is nothing like a parapet- wall in 
any direction to prevent your falling over. The place 
wears an aspect of poverty and neglect ; its best days have 
long gone by ; for here, as everywhere else, the spirit of 
asceticism is on the wane. 

The church has a porch before the door, va^^f , sup- 
ported by marble columns, the interior wall of which on 
each side of the door is painted with representations of the 
Last Judgment, and the tortures of the condemned, with a 
liberal allowance of flames and devils. These pictures 
of the torments of the wicked are always placed outside 
the body of the church, as typical of the unhappy state 
of those who are out of its pale : they are never seen 
within. The interior of this curious old church, which is 
dedicated to All Saints, has depicted upon its walls on all 
sides portraits of a great many holy personages, in the sti^ 
conventional, early style. It has four 
columns within which support the 
dome ; and the altar or holy table, a/ia 
rf flMr«|^a, is separated from the nave by 
a wooden screen, called the icono- 
stasis, on which are paintings of the Blessed Virgin, the 
Redeemer, and many saints. These pictures are kissed 
by all who enter the church. The iconostasis has three 
doors in it ; one in the centre, before the holy table, and 
one on each side. The centre one is only a half-door, 
like an old English buttery hatch, the upper part being 
screened with a curtain of rich stuff, which, except on 
certain occasions, is drawn aside, so as to affi>rd a view 
of the book of the Gospels, in a rich binding, lying upon 




Digitized by 



Google 



Chap. XIX. STMBOLISSC IN TBS GEEEK CHUmCH. SSI 

the holy table beyond. A Greek church has no sacristy ; 
the vestures are usually kept in presses in this space be- 
hind the iconostasis, where none but the priests and the 
deacon, or servant who trims the lamps, are allowed to 
enter, and they pass in and out by ihe side doors. The 
centre door is only used in the celebration of the holy 
mass. This part of the church is the sanctuary, and is 
called in Romaic, a/it, BvjfM, or OigfM. It is typical of the 
holy of holies of the Temple, and the veil is represented 
by the curtain which divides it from the rest of the church. 
Everything is symbolical in the Eastern Church ; and 
these symbols have been in use from the very earliest ages 
of Chrktianity, The four columns which support the 
dome represent the four Evangelists ; and the dome itself 
is the symbol of heaven, to which access has been given 
to mankind by the glad tidings of the Grospels which they 
wrote. Part of the mosaic with which the whole interior 
of the dome was formerly covered in the cathedral of St. 
Sofia at Constantinople, is to be seen in the lour angles 
below the dome, where the winged figures of the foui 
evangelists still remain. Luckily hr the Greek Church 
Iheir sacred buildings aro not under the authority of lay 
churchwardens — grocers in towns, and farmers in villages 
— ^who feel it their duty to whitewash over everything 
which is old and venerable, and curious, and to oppose the 
clergyman in order to show their independence. 

The Greek church, debased at it is by ignorance and 
superstition, has still the merit of carefully preserving and 
restoring all the memorials of its earlier and purer ages. 
If the fresco painting of a saint is rubbed out or damaged 
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in the lapse of time) it is scrupulously repainted, exactly 
as it was before, even to the colour of the robe, the aspect 
of the countenance, and the minutest accessories of the 
compoeition. It is this systematic respect for everything 
which is old and venerable which renders the interior of 
the ancient Bastem churches so peculiarly intere^ing. 
They are the unchanged monuments of pnmeeval days. 
The Christians who suffered under the persecution of Dio- 
clesian may have knelt before the very altar which we now 
see, and which was then exactly the same as we now behold 
it, without any sdditions or subtractions either in its forni 
or use. 

To us Protestants one of the most interesting circuiil^ 
stances connected with these Eastern Churches is, that the 
altar is not called the aitar, but the holy taUe, as with us^ 
and that the Communion is given before it in both kinds^ 
Besides the principal church there is a smaller one, not far 
from it, which is painted in the same manner as the other. 
1 unfortunately neglected to ascertain the dates of the 
foundation of these two edifices. ^ 

The library contains about a thousand volumes, the far 
greater part of which are printed books, mostly Venetian 
editions of ecclesiastical works, but there are some fine^ 
copies of Aldine Greek classics. I did not count the num. 
ber of the manuscripts ; they are all books of divinity ai!i^ 
the works of the fathera ; there may be between one and 
two hundred of them. I found one folio Bulgariah mahu- 
script which I could not read, and therefbre was, of course^ 
particularly anxious to purchase. As I saw it was not a 
dopy of the Gospels, I thought it might possibly be hbtori- 
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cidy but the monks Would not sell it. The only othet 
manuscript of ralue Was a copy of the Cbspels, in quarto^ 
containing sereral miniatures and illuminations of die 
deventfa century ; but with this also they i^fbsed to part^ 
so it remains ibr some more fortunate collector. It was of 
no use to the monks themselres, who cannot read either 
Hellenic or ancient Greek ; but they Consider the bodes in 
their library as sacred relics, and presenre them with a 
certain feeling of awe fi>r their antiquity and incompre* 
hensibility. Our only chance is when some woridly^ 
minded Agoumenos happens to be at the heed of th» 
community, who may foe inclined to exchange some of Um 
unreadable old books hr such a sum of gdd of ulr^r $m 
will suffice for the repairs of one of their buildings, the 
replenishing of the cellar, or some other equally important 
purpose. At the time of my vibit the march of inteilect 
had not penetrated into the heights of the monastery of St^ 
Barlaam, and the good old-fhshioned Agottmenos was not 
to be overcome by any special pleading ; so I told him at 
last that I reacted hid piTejudices, and hoped hb wouM 
follow the dictates of his conscience equally well in more 
impcMtant matters. The worthy old gentleman therefore 
pitched the two much-coyeted books back into the dusty 
comer whence he had taken them, and where to a certain^ 
ty they will repose undisturbed until some other bookworm 
traveller vints the itiOhastery l and the Sdon^r he comen 
the better, as mice atid mildew ar6 actively at Work. 

In a room near the library some ancient relics are pre* 
served in silver ^lineb or boles, (^ Byzantine workman^ 
sUp t they ac^ hdweveiv not of velry great antiqully «r 
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interest ; the shrines are only of sufficient size to ocmtain 
two skulls and a few bones ; the style and execution of the 
ornaments are also much inferior to many works of 
the same kind which are met with in ecclenastieal 
houses. 

The refectory is a separate building, with an apsis at 
the upper end, in which stands a marble table where the 
sacred bread used by the Greek church is usually placed, 
and where, I believe, the agoumenos or the bishop dines on 
great occasions. The walls of this room are also painted ; 
not, however, with the representations of celebrated eaters, 
but with the likenesses of such thin, famished-looking 
saints that they seem most inappropriate as ornaments to a 
dining room. The kitchen, which stands near the refec- 
tory, is a circular building of great antiquity, but the 
interior being pitch dark when I looked in, and there 
coming from the door a dusty cold smell, which did not 
savour of any dainty fare, I did not examine it. 

The monks and the abbot had now assembled in the 
room where the capstan stood. Ten or twelve of them 
arranged themselves in order at the bars, the net was 
spread upon the floor, and, having sat down upon it cross- 
legged, the four comers were gathered up over my head, 
and attached to the hook at the end of the rope. All being 
ready, the monks at the capstan took a few steps round, 
the efiect of which was to lift me off the floor and to launch 
me out of the door right into the sky, with an impetus 
which kept me swinging backwards and forwards at a 
fbarful rate; when the oscillation had in some measure 
ceased, die abbot and another monk, leaning out of tarn 
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dooT, steadied me with their hands, and I was let down 
slowl J and gently to the ground. 

Wh^i I was disencumbered of the net by my friends the 
robbers below, I sat down on a stone, and waited while the 
rope brought down, first my servants, and then the bag- 
gage. All this being accomplished without accident, 
I sent tlie horses, baggage, and one servant to the great 
monastery of Meteors, where I proposed to sleep ; and, 
with the other servant and the palicari, started <m foot for 
a tour among the other mcxiasteries. 

A delightful walk of an hour and a half brought us to 
the entrance of the monastery of Hagios Stephanos, to 
which we gained access by a wooden drawbridge. The 
rock on which this monastery stands is isolated on three 
sides, and on the fourth is separated from the mountain by 
a deep chasm which, at the point where the drawbridge is 
placed, is not more than twelve feet wide. The interior of 
this building resembles St. Barlaam, inasmuch as it con- 
sists of a confused mass of buildings, surrounding an 
irregularly.formed court, of which the principal feature is 
the church. The paintings in it are not so numerous as 
at St. Barlaam, but the iconostasis, or screen before the 
altar, is most beautifully carved, something in the style of 
Grinlin Gibbons : the pictures upon it being surrounded 
with frames of light open work, consisting of foliage, 
birds, and flowers in alto relievo, cut out of a light- 
coloured wood in the most delicate manner. I was told 
that the whole of this beautiful work had been executed in 
Russia, and put up here during the reign of Ali Pasha, who 
had the good policy to protect the Greeks, and by thai 
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I to Boemr^ tiM co-operaticm of one half of the popu 
lation of the country. 

In this moDasterj thete were thirteen or fourteen monks 
and sereral women. On my inquiring for the libnury, one 
of the nxmkfi^ after some demurring, opened a cupboard 
door ; he then unfastened a second door at the back of it 
which led into a secret chamber, where the books of the 
monastery were kept. They were in number about one 
hundred and fifty ; but I was disappointed at finding that 
although thus carefully concealed there was not a single 
Tolum» amongst them remarkable for its antiquity or for 
aAy oUier cause : in fact, they were not worth the trouble 
of turmng over. The view from this monastery is very 
fine : at the fix>t of the rock is the village of Kalabaki, to 
the east the citadel of Trioala stands above a wide level 
plain waltvred by the river which we had followed from its 
sources in Mount Pindus ; beyond this a sea of distant 
blue hills extends to the foot of Mount Olympus, whose 
summit, clothed in perpetual snow, toWerd above all the 
other knountains. The whole of this region is inhabited 
by a race of a difierent origin (totii tiie real Albanians i 
they speak the Walladiian language, and are said to be 
extremely barbarous and ignorant. Observing that the 
village of Kalabaki presented a singulariy black appear^ 
ance, I inquired the cause : it bad, they said, been recently 
buttled and Sacked by the klephti or robbers (some of my 
friends, perhaps), and die reknnant of the inhabit^mts had 
taken reftige in the t#o monteteries of Hagios Nicholas 
and A^a Mokie, which had been deserted by the monks 
soitte tkoB before^ The poor peoj^e in these two iayre^^ 
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nable fastnesses were, they told me, so suspicious of stran* 
gers and in such a state of alarm, that there was no uam 
in my visiting them, as to a certainty they would not admit 
me ; and as it appeared that everything portable had been 
removed when the caloyeri (the monks) had departed from 
their impoverished homes, I gave up the idea. 

I then proceeded along a romantic path to the monastery 
of Agia Triada, and on the way my servants entertained 
me by an account of what the monks had told them of 
their admiration of the Pasha of Tricala, whom they con- 
sidered as a perfect model of a governor; and that it 
would be a blessing for the country if all other pashas 
were like him, as then all the roving bands of robbers, who 
spread terror and desolation through the land, would be 
cleared away. There is, it seems, a high tower over the 
gate of thie town of Tricala, and when the Pasha caught 
any people whom he thought worthy of the distinction, he 
had them taken up to the top of this tower and thrown from it 
against the city walls, which his provident care had furnished 
with numerous large iron hooks, projecting about the length 
of a man's arm, which caught the bodies of the culprits 
as they fell, and on which they hung on either side of the 
town gate, affording a pleasing and instructive spectacle to 
the people who came in to market of a morning. 

Agia Triada contains about ten or twelve monks, who 
pulled me up to the entrance of their monastery with a 
rope thirty-two fathoms long. This monastery, like the 
others, resembles a small village, of which the houses 
stand huddled round the little painted church. Here I 
found one hundred books, all very musty and very unin. 
tereiting. I saw no manuscripts whatever, nor was thert 
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anjtlilng worthy of observation in the habitation of the 
impoverished community. Having paid my respects to 
the grim effigies of the bearded saints upon the chapel 
walls, I was let down again by the rope, and walked on, 
ftill through most romantic scenery, to the monastery of 
Hagia Roserea. 

The rock upon which this monastery stands is about a 
hundred feet high ; it is perfectly isolated, and quite smooth 
and perpendicular on all sides, and so small that there is 
only room enough for the various buildings, without leav- 
ing any space for a garden. In fact, the buildings, although 
far from large, cover the whole summit of the rock. When 
we had shouted and made as much noise as we could for 
some time, an old woman came out upon a sort of wooden 
balcony over our heads ; another woman followed her, and 
they began to talk and scream at us both together, so that 
we could not understand what they said. At last, one of 
them screaming louder than the other, we found that the 
monks were all out, and that these two ladies being the 
only garrison of the place declined the honour of our visit, 
and would not let down the rope ladder, which was drawn 
half way up. We used all the arguments we could think 
of, and told the old gentlewomen that they were the most 
beautiful creatures in the world, but all to no purpose ; 
they were not to be overcome by our soft speeches, and 
would not let down the ladder an inch. Finding there 
were no hopes of getting in, we told them they were the 
ugliest old wretches in the country, and that we would not 
come near them if they asked us upon their knees ; upon 
which they screamed and chattered louder than ever, and 
we walked off in high indignation. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

The great Monastery of Meteora— The Church — ^Ugliness of th« 
Portraits of Oreek Saints — Greek Mode of Washing the Hands— 
A Monastic Supper — Morning View from the Monastery — ^Th« 
Library— Beautiful MSS— Their Purchase— The Kitchen- 
Discussion among the Monks as to the Purchase Money for th« 
MSS.— The MSS. reclaimed— A last Look at their Beauties- 
Pr<^>08ed Assault of the Monastery by the Robber Escort 

As the day was drawing to a close we turned our 
steps towards the great monastery of Meteora, where 
we arrived just before dark. The vast rock upon 
which it is built is separated from the end of a pro- 
jecting line of mountains by a widish chasm, at the 
bottom of which we found ourselves, after scrambling 
up a path which wound among masses of rock and 
huge stones which at some 'remote period had fallen 
from above. 

Having reached the foot of the precipice under the 
monastery, we stopped in the middle of this dark chasm 
and fired a gun, as we had done at the monastery of 
Barlaam. Presently, after a careful reconnoitring from 
several long-bearded monks, a rope with a net at the end 
of it came slowly down to us, a distance of about twenty- 
five fathoms ; and being bundled into the net, I was slowly 
drawn up into the monastery, where I was lugged in at 
the window by two of the strongest of the brethren, and 
after having been dragged along the floor and unpacked, 
I was presented to the admiring gaze of the whole 
leverend conmiunity, who were assembled round the 
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capstan. This is by far the largest of the oonyents in 
this region ; it is also in better order than the others, 
and is inhabited by a greater number of caloyers ; ( 
omitted to count their number, but there may have been 
about twenty; the monastery is, however, calculated to 
contain three times that number. The buildings both 
in their nature and arrangement are very similar to 
those of St. Barlaam, excepting that they are somewhat 
more extensive, and that there is a faint attempt at 
cultivating a garden which surrounded three sides of 
the monastery* Like all the other monasteries, it has no 
parapet wall. 

The church had a large open porch before it, where 
some of the caloyers sat and talked in the evening ; it 
was painted in fresco of bright colours, with most edifying 
representations of the tortures and martyrdoms of little 
ugly saints, very hairy and* very holy, and so like the old 
caloyers themselves, who were discoursing before them, 
that they might have been taken for their portraits. 
These Greek monks have a singular love for the devil, 
and £oT everything horrible and hideous. I never saw a 
picture of a well-looking Greek saint anywhere, and yel 
Uie earlier Greek artists in their conceptions of the per- 
sonages of Holy Writ sometimes approached the sublime ; 
and in the miniatures of some of the manuscripts written 
previous to the twelfth century, which I collected in the 
Levant, there are figures of surpassing dignity and 
solemnity : yet in the Bysantine and Egyptian art that 
purity and angelic expression so much to be admired in 
th# wArkfl of Beato Angelioo, Griovani^ Bellini^ and otlm 
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early Italian masters, are not to be found. The oiore 
ezfidted and refined feeling which prompted the execution 
of those sublime works seems never to have existed in the 
Greek church, which goes on century after century, eyea 
up to the present time, using the same conventional and 
gdff fi>rm8, 80 that to the unpraodfed eye there would be 
0(Misiderable difficulty in discovering the difference be- 
tween a Greek picture of a saint of the ninth century 
from one of the nineteenth. The agoumenos, a young 
active man with a good deal of intelligence in his 
countenance, sent word that Uie hour of supper was at 
hand, previously, however, to which I want through the 
process of washing my hands in, or rather over a Turkic 
basin with a perforated cover and a little vase in the 
middle isr the piece of firesh-smelling soap in eonmwm 
ose, which is so very much better than ours in England 
that I wonder none has been as yet imported, a venerable 
monk all the while pouring the water over my hands 
from a vessel resembling an antique coffee-pot. I then 
ined my fingers on an embroidered towel, and sat down 
with the agoumenos and another officer of the monastery 
before a metal tray covered with various dainty dishes. 
We diree sat upon cu^ions on the floor, and the tray 
stood upon a wooden stool turned upside down, according 
to the usual fashion of the country : no meat had entered 
into the composition of our feast, but it was very savoury 
Aevertheless, and our fingers were soon in ^ midst dt 
the most tempting dishes, knives and forks being oon- 
sidered as useless superfluities. When my right hand 
wis anoiDted w^ any (deagfoous ndxturey wfaieh it wai 
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rery frequently indeed, if I wanted to drink, a monk held 
a silver bowl to my lips and a napkin under my chin, as 
you serve babies ; after which I b^an again, and with a 
sigh I was obliged to throw myself back from the tray, 
and holding my hands sdoft, the perforated basin and the 
oofiee-pot made their appearance again. A cup of piping 
hot cofiee concluded Uie evening's entertainment, and I 
retired to another room — the guest chamber — which 
q>ened upon a narrow court hard by, where all my things 
had been arranged. A long, thin candle was placed on a 
small stool in the middle of the floor, and having winked 
at the long rays which darted out of it for some time, I 
lolled myself into a comfortable position in the comer, and 
was asleep before I had settled upon any optical theory 
to account for them ; nor did the dull, monotonous sound 
of the mallet, which, struck on a suspended board, called 
the good brethren to midnight prayer, disturb me for more 
than a moment. 

Nov. 10. — ^Just before the dawn of day I opened the 
shutters of the unglazed windows of my room and 
surveyed the scene before me ; all still looked grey and 
cold, and it was only towards the east that the distant out- 
line of the mountains showed clear and distinct against 
the dark sky. By degrees the clouds, which had slep^ 
upon the shoulders of the hills, rose slowly and heavily^ 
whilst the valleys gradually assumed all their soil and 
radiant beauty. It seemed to me as if I should never tire 
of gazing at this view. In the course of time, however, 
breakfast appeared, and having rapidly despatched it, I 
went to look at the buildings and curiodties* 
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The church resembles that of St. Barlaam, but it is ill 
better order; and the paintings are more brilliant in 
eobur and are more profusely decorated with gold. Them 
is a dome above the centre of the church, and the icono* 
stasis or screen before the altar is ornamented with the 
usual sdff pictures and earring, but Uie latter is not to be 
compared to that in the monastery of St. Stephanos. There 
were some silver shrines contaim'ng relics, but they were 
not particularly interesting either as to workmanship or 
antiquity. The most interesting thing is a picture ascribed 
to St. Luke, which, whatever may be its real history, is 
evidently a very ancient and curious painting. 

The books are preserved in a range of low-vaulted and 
secret rooms, very well concealed in a sort of mezzanine : 
the entrance to them is through a door at the back of a 
cupboard in an outer chamber, in the same way as at St. 
Stephanos. There are about two thousand volumes of 
very rubbishy appearance, not new enough for the monks 
to read or old enough for them to sell ; in fact, they are 
almost valueless. I found, however, a few Aldines and 
Greek books of the sixteenth century, printed in Italy, 
some of which may be rather rare editions, but I saw 
none of the fifteenth century. I did not count the number 
of the manuscripts ; there are, however, some hundreds 
of them, mostly on paper ; but excepting two, they were 
all liturgies and church books. These two were poems. 
One appeared to be on some religious subject, the other 
was partly historical and partly the poetical effusions of 
8t. Athanasius of Meteora. I searched in vain for the 
manuaoripts of Hesiod and Sophocles mentioQed by 
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Bfenisteni; loaie later antiquarian may, perhs^, haTd 
got poMoarion of them and taken them to some coimtry 
where they will be more appreciated than they were hera» 
After looking over the books mi the shelves, the librarian, 
an old grey.bearded monk, opened a great cheat in which 
things belonging to the church were kept ; and h^re i 
found ten or twelve manuscripts of the Grospels, all of die 
eleventh or twelfth century. They were upon vellum, 
and all, except one, were small quartos ; but this one was 
a large quarto, and one of the most beautiful manuscripts 
of its kind I have met with anywhere. In many respects 
it resembled the Codex Bbnerianus in the Bodleian Library 
at Oxford. It was ornamented with miniatures of the 
same kind as those in that splendid volume, but they were 
more numerous and in a good style of art ; it was, in fact, 
as richly ornamented as a Romish missal, and was in ex- 
cellent preservation, except one miniature at the be^nning^ 
which had been partially smeared over l^ the wet finger 
of some ancient sloven. Another volume of the Guspels, 
in a very small, clear hand, bound in a kind of silver 
filagree of the same date as the book, also excited my 
admiration. Those who take an interest in literary antl. 
quities of this class are aware of the great rarity of an 
ornamental binding in a Byzantine manuscript. This 
must doubtless have been the pocket volume of some royal 
personage. To my great joy the librarian allowed me to 
take these two books to the room of the agoumenos, who 
agreed to sell them to me for I forget how many pieces of 
gold, which I counted out to him immediately, and which 
he seemed to pocket with the sincerest satisfaction. Never 
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was any one more welcome to his money, although I left 
myself but little to pay the expenses of my journey back 
to Ooriii. Such books as these would be treasures in the 
finest national collection in Europe. 

We looked at the refectory, which dso resembled that 
at Barlaam. The kitchen, however, merits a detailed 
description. This very ancient build- 
ing, perched upcxi the extreme edge 
of the precipice, was square in its 
plan, with a steep roof of stone, the 
top of which was open. Within, upon 
a square platform of stone, there 
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were four columns serving for the support of the roo( 
which was arched all round, except in the space between 
the tops of the columns, where it was open to the sky. 
This platform was the hearth, where the fire was lit, 
whilst smaller fires of charcoal might be lit all round 
against the wall, where there were stone dressers for the 
purpose, so that in fact the building was all chimney and 
fireplace ; and when a great dinner was prepared on a 
feast-day the principal difficulty must have been to have 
prevented the cook from being roasted among the other 
meats. The whole of the arched roof was thickly covered 
with lumps of soot, the accumulations probably of cen- 
turies. The ancient kitchens at Glastonbury and at Stan^ 
ton Harcourt are constructed a good deal upon the same 
plan, but this is probably a much earlier specimen of 
culinary architecture. The porch outside the church is 
larger than ordinary, and extends, if I remember rightly, 
along the side of that building which stands in the princi- 

12 
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pal Qoiirt, and is not, as is usually the case, attaohed to tJie 
tad ot the charch, over the principal door. 

Havinf smu all Uiat was worthy of ohsenratiao, I was 
waiting in the court near the door leading to the ]^aae 
wheie the nwnks were aseemfabd to lower ne down to the 
earth again. Just as I was ready to start there arose m 
disoussi(Mi among them as te the dtstributioii of the money 
which I had paid for the two manusoripts. The agoo^ 
menos wanted to keep it all ior himselfi or at least ibr the 
expenses of the nxmastery ; but the yiUatn of a librarian 
swore he wotild have half. The agoumenos said he diould 
not haye a farthing, but as the librarian would not give 
way he offered him a part of ^ spdl ; howerer, he did 
not offer him enough, and out of spite and reTenge, or, as 
he protested, out of uprightness of principle, he told all 
the monks that the agoumenos had pocketed the money 
which he had received for their property, for that they aU 
had a right to an equal i^are in these books, as in all the 
other things belonging to the community. The monk^ 
even the most dunderheaded, were not slow in taking this 
view of the subject, and all broke out into a clamorous 
assertion of their rights, every man of them speaking at 
once. The price I had given was so large that every one 
of them would have received several pieces of gold each. 
But no, they said, it was not that, but for the principles of 
justice that they contended. They did not want the 
money, no more did the librarian, but they would not 
suffer their rules to be outraged or their rights to be tram* 
pled under foot. In the monasteries of St. Basil all the 
memben of the society had equal rights— they ate in < 
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mon, A^ ^Miyail jo oopiQaoni e?eryUEbi^ ww boMf bt nN 
i^old fcr rt)e bane^ pf Uw ^ommumty »A lfti|^. T^Wf fell 
fr^in th^ ey^ pf fpm^pf the pfMrtiftmlM'ly virtupus moakif 
i^Ji^rg Miniip(94 upon th^ gixwidt w4 sbpwed a tbQivHighly 
relieUiQiiii ^nU As for mi, I k^ ^qoC wioUog to w* 

' Th^ agoiun^qes, whp nrcus f vid^Qfty « nm^ i^ PUpmof 
^iliim, €»lBaly ^^nvoured to 9xplw. He tpW tb^ upr 
?uJy br^thr^fA ftxactly what Ae 91m w^s frr vbfeb b« hdd 
9pl4 t|i« bpofo^ 9iO«i said tbat tbo xntm^y wn^ pqt ^ hlf 
own private use, but to be IMd out far tti^ benii^ t^f al)| 
io tbe same way aa tbe ordinary v^eouas of tba ny«ias- 
tary, which, ha added, would aoom pro^ quit^ inau^SoiaPt 
if ^laqre a portion of them coQtwuadtQ be diyidad 9m9IB^ 
tha iqdiyidual membera* Ha tpJd tbaw that the xwmi^ 
$ery waa popr and wantad nipnay, and thftt tbm JliwrRa mm 
would b^ moat uaeAil for cart«ii» paomary axpatHP^e* 9l4 
aMiough b» ua^ many unanawaraUe arg«)mantat tha 44 
bnita of a librariaa had aamplatply awaJwPpd tb» i^t <rf 
4iaPord, a»d ih« jgnorant m(;a>)» w#ra ready t^ b§ ^4 latt 
rabaUioQ by imy QPa wd for a^y :naaaQ9 ^^rwrn^ M JiH 
tjtia aontaat wasi^ed ao wanp that tha i^ala q( tha ^wp rnmuk 
aaripta was almost M /vgbt ipf, and f^^ry oaa bagai^ la 
quanral with Wa waighboar, th^ iMitinp ^ammwifir baiog 
split into variola Uttla iBumJ gW^FS, cbftttaring, imnim^ 
latipg, ap4 wagging thai? Jkvig baa^« 

AAair a whU<9 the ^pumena^ o^Uiuiif ^w in^in>^rati«^ 
aaid that as the monka would not agree to let Um ke^ tte 
^»ooey m tha i^wal way &)r the naa ^ the mtmaatary* hn 

tBPMlNH^««AMig^4^viA^I ifid K>Myg«Ml^«Q|»fW 
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I was therefore obliged to receive it back, and to give up 
the two beautiful manuscripts, which I had already looked 
upon as the chief ornaments of my library in England. 
The monks all looked sadly downcast at this unexpected 
termination of their noble defence of their principles, and 
my only consolation was to perceive that they were quite 
as much vexed as I was. In fact, we felt that we had 
gained a loss all round, and the old librarian, after walking 
up and down once or twice with his hands behind his back 
in gloomy silence, retreated to a hole where he lived, near 
the library, and I saw no more of him. 

My bag was brought forward, and when the books were 
extracted from it, I sat down on a stone in the court yard, 
and for the last time turned over the gilded leaves and 
admired /the ancient and splendid illuminations of the 
larger manuscript, the monks standing round me as I 
looked at the blue cypress-trees, and green and gold pea- 
cocks, and intricate arabesques, so characteristic of the 
best times of Byzantine art. Many of the pages bore a 
great resemblance to the painted windows of the earlier 
Norman cathedrals of Europe. It was a superb old book: 
I laid it down upon the stone beside me and placed the 
^le volume with its curious silver binding on the top of 
it, and It was with a sigh that I left them there with the 
sun shining on the curious silver ornaments. 

Amongst other arguments it had been asserted by some of 
the monks that nothing could be sold out of the monastery 
Without leave of the Bishop of Tricala, and, as a foriom 
h'>pe, they now proposed that the agoumenos should go to 
mum place in the vicinity where the bishop li^iui litid f^ H 
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and that, if he gave pertniasion, the two books should ba 
forwarded immediately by a trusty man to the khan of 
Malacash^ where I was to pass the night. I consented to 
this plan, although I had no hope of obtaining the manu* 
scripts, as in the present unsettled state of the country the 
bishop would naturally calculate on the probability of the 
messenger being robbed, and on the improbability of his 
meeting me at the khan, as it would be absolutely neces- 
sary for me to leave the place before sunrise the next 
day. 

All this being arranged I proceeded to the chamber of 
the windlass, was put into the net, swung out into the air, 
and let down. They let me down very badly, being sdl 
talking and scolding each other ; and had I not made use 
of my hands and feet to keep myself clear of the projecting 
points of the rock I should have fared badly. To increase 
my perils, my friends the palicari at the bottom, to testify 
their joy at my reappearance, rested their long guns across 
their knees and fired them off, without the slightest atten- 
tion to the direction of the barrels, which were all loaded 
with ball-cartridge : the bullets spattered against the rock 
close to me, and in the midst of the smoke I came down 
and was caught in the arms of my affectionate thieves, who 
bundled me out of my net with many extraordinary 
screeches of welcome. 

When my servants arrived and informed them of our 
recent disappointment, " What ! " cried they, " would they 
not let you take the books ? Stop a bit, we will soon get 
them for you V And away they ran to the series of lad^ 
dert which hung down another part of the precipice : thej 
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w4tfkl hAve beefi up in A minQte, fi>r they scmttiblBd lik« 
dikts ) but b]r dint of running after them and shouting, wd 
»t ki^th get them to come baok, and after some oonsdd^ 
rable expenditure of oaths and exclsnationS) kicking of 
hones, and k>ading of guns and saddle-bi^ we fi>und 
ourselves slowly winding our way back towards the 
vaUey of the Peneus. 

After all, what an interesting event it would have been, 
what a standard anecdote in bibliomaniac history, if I had 
let my friendly thieves have their own way, and we had 
stormed the monastery, broken open the secret door of the 
library, pitched the old librarian over the rocks, and 
marched off in triumph, with a gorgeous manuscript under 
each arm ! Indeed I must say that under such aggra- 
vating circumstances it required a great exercise of 
forbearance not to do so, emd in the good old times many, a ' 
castle has been attacked and many a town besieged and 
pillaged for much slighter causes of oftence than those 
which I had to complain of. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

iUtvrn Joonaj— Narrow Etoape— tOonflequtncM of SingiDg^Ar- 
riTtl at the Khan of Malacash—Agreeable Anecdote — Parting 
from the Robbers at Me^szovo— A Pflau^Wet Ride to Parama- 
l&ia--^Accident to tiM Baggage Mi^e-^Iti wonderM j&aoape^ 
Norel Costume — A Deputation — Return to Corfu. 

Ws ntad« our way from the plain and rooks of MetBora by 
« diffi^rent path from the one by which we had amred, 
itfMl travelled along the north side of the yalky of ik» 
Peneus ; we kept along the side of the hills, whioh were 
covered sometimes with forest and sometimes tritk a kind 
of jungle or underwood* 

Duting the afternoon of this day, as I was singing a«ray 
as usual in advance of my party^ some one sboi|^ to me 
from the tiiioket, but I took no ndtoe of it. However, be- 
fere I had ridden on many steps a man jumped out of the 
bwAif seized hold of mf horse's bridle, and proceeded to 
4raw Ilk pistol from his belt, but luckily the lock had got 
CBtaU^ed in the shawl which he wore round his waist. I 
pushed my horse against him, and in a moment one of us 
would have been shot ; when the appearanoe of three or 
four bright gun^barr^ m the bushes dose by stopped our 
proceedii^gs. My men now came running up. 

" Hallo !** said one of them* " Is that you ? You 
must not attack this g^tlemAn. He Is our friend ; he 
is one of us.^' 

<< WImI !" said the man who had stopped me ; ''Is that 
ytfu» Mdttmmed ? Is that you, Hassan ? Whalareyou 
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doing here ? How is this ? Is this your friend ? I 
thought he was a Frank." 

In shorty they explained what kind of brotherhood we 
had entered into, where we had been, and where we were 
going, and all about it. I did not understand much df 
their conversation, and in the midst of it the Albanian 
oame up to me with a reproachful air and told me that 
they said my being stopped was owing to my singing, and 
making such a noise. '< Why, Sir,'' he added, << cant 
you ride quietly, without letting people know where you 
are? Why can't you do as others do, and be stiU, 
like a—" 

"Thief," said I. 

" Yes, Sir ; or like a quiet traveller. In sudi trouble- 
some times as these, however honest a man may be, he 
need not try to excite attention." 

I felt that the advice was good, and practised it occa- 
sionally afterwards. 

In seven hours' time we arrived at the khan of Mala- 
cash, where I had slept before ; and my carpet was spread 
in my old comer. I heard my companicHis talking 
earnestly about something, and cm asking what it was, I 
was told that they could not make out which room it was 
where the people had been murdered — ^this room or the 
outer one. 

" How was that ?" I inquired. 

" Why, some time ago, they said, a party of travellers, 
people belonging to the country, were attacked by robbers 
at this khan. One of the party, after he had been 
j^undered, had the imprudence to say that he knew who 
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the thievet were. Upon this the gang, after a short oon. 
stthatton, took the party out, one by one, and out all thnr 
throats in the next room ; and this was before the p r ssent 
disturbed state of the oountry. Nerertheless, I slept Tery 
soundly, my only sorrow being that no tidings oame of the 
two manuscripts from Meteora. 

• Nooember lltik.— In our journey of this day we crossed 
the chain of the Pindus by a different pass from the one 
by which we had traversed it before ; and in the erening 
we mrrived at Mezzoro, where I was lodged by a school- 
master who had a comfortable house. The ceiling of the 
room where we sat was hung all over with bunches of 
dried or rather drying grapes. Here I presented each 
of my escort with a small bundle of piasters. We had 
become so much pleased with each other in the few days 
we had been together, that we had quite an aflecdng 
parting. Their chief, the red velyet personage from whom 
I had received the letter which gained me the pleasure of 
their company, was gone, it appeared, towards Berat ; but 
they had found some of their companions, with whom they 
intended to retire to some small place of defence, the 
name of which I did not make out, where in a few days 
they expected to be told what they were to do. 

« Why won't you come with us ?" said they. <« Don*t 
go back to lire in a confined, stufHd town, to sit all day in 
a house, and look out of the window. Go back wkh us 
into the mountains, where we faww erery pass, every 
rock, and every waterfall : you shall command us ; we 
would get some more men t<^ther : we will go wherevei 
you yke^ and a rare jolly life we will lead.** 
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s" aiM I^'^l Uke ycrar kind dfibrt tti blgbly 
—mplitoolary to me ; I am piood to thuA I hAv6 gtomii 
ft* kigli ft pLam In your Mlinftttioa. WImii jot AM ymm 
tiymiftj prtty M ft irt te knA of my ftmMtkip^ aad fa^ir hmkA 
I AM Mftbto4 to him ht Imvkig givon ne diMh gftUuH 
ftod fiutbful guards." 

Tke poor Mkhi^ wem vrMeMly sorry to kftv» »e ; 
•BO of thom^ tho moM nbliv^ and gay of tho #holo party^ 
SMftMd more thnn hi^ iw i clii ie d to oryf m>, «oidiaHy 
AMt^ haiid* whfa tbem be^ofe tho doot of tho BckKXik* 
nftstor of M&t!ao^6, wo partedy wkk vxpresbioiis 6f iwitiii^ 
goodwiUt 

«<Thaak goodheee ^ey vre gone I" wid the IkO* 
iohoolfnaster ( "Ihdee p^lioalri are aU oTor the eomnttf 
BOW ; odlne hekmg to ooe chi^^ itome to aoother ; oomo 
ftve for Mahmoifd Pasha, and some fgaiast hint ; but I 
dofti know whioh paity ia th6 wont j they are all reg^ies^ 
mery oae of them, whea tb^ have aa Opporliuiily-^ 
soampsl sad soampsl These are hard 4iines fer ^idel^ 
peaoeably>4ii9posed people* Be aow^ SW) we wifl dome k^ 
and leek the door, and make up the fure, iev the nighto ue 
fettkig eeld." 

The schoc^master had a saftg fireplaoe^ with a geed 
diyaa on eaoh -side of tt^ of ^e okth or baifte. These 
divaos oame oloso up to the hearth} whieh^ like the divebsi 
was raised fewo feet ahotFo the floon The good man 
brought out lus little etores of preserves aad xBarmaiade» 
He was an old baohelori and wo soob made ourselves very 
comfertabloy one on eaeh side of the fire. Wo hftd a 
famous pilau, mode by my ** arUa^" and the eohoolMastof 
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^y^ ma rakifls to put ta k — not thai they ari a neooMafjr 
^4rt of tkal eftcelient itdadimeiit, but he had not miieh tAm 
to gire; so we flavoured the pilau with rabins, aa if il 
had heeife aiamb, wfatoh^ bythe by, it die prinoe of Oriental 
dlAeSy and) whoa stuied ikrith almond^ ndaiBe, pistachio 
nuts, rioe, bread-craoibe, pepper aadeaity and well roaetod, 
ia a dtsfa to set beftre a hing. 

The vohoelmaMer, jud^og of aie by ^ company I 
h^f nerer suepeeted my literary pursuitSy and wae sut- 
pilsed when I aitfced him if he knew of aa3rthbig in that 
line, and assured htm that I had no obfeotion to do a little 
husineas in the manuseript way. He said he knew of an 
dM mer^ant who had a great many boi^ and that to^ 
DK»7ow we Woirid go and see them. Acoordinglyi the 
next day we went to eee the nerdiant's house ; but his 
colleetion was good for nothii^ ; and after returning ht 
an hour or two to the schoolmaster's hospitable mansion, 
we got into marohing order, and defied off the village 
green of Mezzovo. 

A-ker £^ing the river tidrty^ne times, aa we had 
dene belbre, our jaded steeds at last stood panting uncter 
Ihe Wmdows of tibe dootor at Yaninaf whose oomforta^ 
hstise we had left only m Ibw days before, I stayed at 
Yaniiia obe day, but the Pasha oouM not see me to hear 
my aooaunt of ^ke pvfliteetien I had eajoyed firam his 
finnan, A messenger had «rmed from Oonstantinople, 
and the report itt the toiwn wan (hat the Pasha would lose 
hk head or hw pashalio if he did net put down the dis. 
turbiuioes whiah had arisen in every pc^ of his govern* 
aMnt. aome SMd he would esoafe hy bnbmg the 
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minkten of the Porte | but as I was no politician I did not 
tiouUe myself muofa on the subject. His Highness, 
howereVf was good enough to send me word that he would 
giTe me any assistance that I needed. Accordingly, I 
asked for a tesk6r€ for post-horses; and the next day 
galloped in ten hours to Paramathia. All day long the 
rain poured down in torrents, and I waded through the 
bed of the swollen stream, which usually served for a 
high-road, I do not know how many times. I was told 
the distance was about sixty miles ; and it was one of the 
hardest day's riding I ever aecompli^ied ; for thetB 
was nothing deserving the name of a road any part of 
the way ; and the entire day was passed in tearing up 
and down the rocks or wading in the swdlen stream. 
The rain and the cold compelled us and our horses to 
do our best: in a hot day we could never have aecom- 
plished it. 

Towards the afternoon, when we were, by computaticm, 
about twenty-five miles from Paramathia, as we were 
proceeding at a trot along a narrow ledge above a stream, 
the baggage horse, or mule I think he was, whose halter 
was tied to the crupper of my horse, suddenly missed his 
footing, and fell over the precipice. He caught upon the 
edge with his fore^feet, the halter supported his head, and 
my horse immediately stopping, leant with all hm might 
against the wall of rock which rose above us, squeezing 
my left leg betwe^en it and the saddle. The noise of the 
wmd and rain, and the dashing of the torrent underneath^ 
prevented my servants hearing my shouts for assistance, 
I Was the last of the party $ and I had the i^easure ol 
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fleeing all my company trotting on, rising in the stimips) 
and bumping along the road before me, unoonecious of 
anything having occurred to check their progress towards 
the journey's end. It was so bad a day that no one 
thought of anything but getting on. Every man for him* 
self was the order of the day. I could not dismount, 
because my left leg was squeezed so tightly against the 
rock, that I every moment expected the bone to snap. 
My horse's feet were projected towards the edge of the 
precipice, and in this way he supported the fallen mule, 
who endeavoured to retain his hold with his diin and 
his fore-legs. Thero we were— the mule's eyeballs 
almost starting out of his head, and all his muscles 
quivering with the exertion. At last something cracked : 
the staple in the back of my saddle gave way ; off 
flew the crupper, and i thought at first my horse's tail 
was gone with it. The baggage-mule made one desperate 
scrambling eflbrt, but it was of no use, and down he went, 
over and over among the crashing bui^es far beneath, 
until at length he fell with a loud splash into the waters 
of the stream. Some of the people hearing the noise made 
by tl^ falling mule, turned round and came back to see 
what was the matter ; and, horse and men, we all craned 
our necks over the edge to see what had become of our 
companion. There he was in the river, with nothmg but 
his head above the water. With some difficulty we made 
our way down to the edge of the torrent. The mule 
kept looking at us very quietly all* the while till we got 
close to him, when the muleteer proceeded to assist him 
bybaBgiag kimca the head with a great briaidi<>f a tree^ 
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upon wiiioii he took to ttnq^lkig msd serarabliiigt and al 
last, to \h» Mnrpnoo of all, canw oat apfNireotly lu^ur^ at 
least with no bones broken. The mea looked luns ovoti 
walked htm about, gave htm a kiek or two by way of 
flBking htm faow he was, and tiien j^aei^g his load upon 
Irnn Bgvfai, we jMbrsued our journey* 

Belbre dark We arrived at ParaedatiiiBi and went 
straight to tbe bouse where we had been so hospitably 
reoeived before. We crawled up like so many drowned 
rats into the upper lootts, where we were met by the 
Irhole tfoop of laches, giggling, sereaming, and taking, as 
if ihej had never stopped since we left them a week 
before* When tbe ba^age oame to be und^ie, idas! 
wlnl a wreck was there f The ooiSke and the sugar 
and the shirts had formed an amalgam ; mud, shoes, and 
eombi^io banderdiiefs all came out together ; not a thing 
was dry* The only consdaticm was that the beautiful 
i llu m in ated manusenpto oi Meteora had not partio^atod ia 
this dirty ijblt^. 

I was wet to tbe skin, and my boots were Aill of waler« 
Itt this dilemima I asked if our hosts could not lend me 
something to put on until soifne of my clothes ooidd be 
dried. The ladies Were foil of pity and oompasdon ; but 
mifertunately all the men were from home, not havk^ 
returned from their daiiy occupations in the basaar, and 
their clothes could not be got at. At last the gbQA>^ 
humoured young bride, seeing that wherever I stood them 
Was always, in a couple of nnnutes^ time, a pudkikf upon 
the Qaofy entered into an animated consultation with th» 
^^» IddiOi^ and hehte long they brought me a shifty and 
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•inbfeiiiterod in gay ooloura down tin seiama. The 
ikir bride oofttribated the wlrite eapolei Whieh I re> 
latntiberei on my ibmier ykil, add a girdle* I eeeB 
Immed tMe eirteiBpove coiitit*ie% My wet clothee were 
taken te a giBat fire, which was lit for the fNurpeee in 
another room^ and I proc e ede d to dry my hair wi^ a 
kng narrow towel, ite ends heavy with gold embroidery, 
which one of the ladies warmed fbr me, and twisted 
round my head in the way ustial in the Turkish bath — 
a method of drying the head well known in most eastern 
tGhmS) «id which saves a great deal of trouble and 
esertiott in rubbing and brushing acconling to the 
Burepean method. 

i had ensconced mynelf in the comer of the divan^ 
having notbmg eke in the way of clothes beyond what I 
have mentioned, and was employed in looking at one of 
m^ feet» which I had stuck out i^r the purpose, admiring 
it in all its pristine beauty, fi>r there were no spare slip, 
pers td be had, when the curtain was suddenly lifted from 
the dooHTf and my servant rushed in and told me with 
a troubled voice, that the authorities of Paranmthia, grieved 
at thei^ remiistliiess on the former occasion, had presented 
themselves to oompliment me on my arrival in their town^ 
and had brought me a present of tobacco or something, I 
Ibrget what, in testimony of their anxiety to show their 
jpioA will tmd re^)ect to so distinguished a personage as 
myselL " Don't let them in !" I exclaimed. " Tell them 
I will receive them to«-morrow. Say anything, but only 
iMsp them out" But this was more than my servants 
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QonM sooompliah. My frieads at Corfa had sent letten 
explaining the prodigioos honour conferred upon the whole 
province of Albania by my presence, so that nothing could 
etop them, and in walked a file of grave elders in long 
gowns, one or two in stately ftir pelisses, which I envied 
them very much. They took very little notice of me, as 
I sat screwed up in the comer, and all, ranging themselves 
upon the divan cm the opposite side of the room, sat in 
solemn silence, looking at me out of the comers of their 
eyes, whenever they thought they could do so without my 
perceiving it. 

My servant stood in the middle of the room to interpret ; 
and aHer he had remained there a prodigious while, as it 
seemed to me, the most venerable of the old gentlemen at 
last said, " I am Signer Dimitri So-and-so ; this is Signer 
Anasta^ So-and-so ; this gentleman is uncle to the master 
of the house ; and so cm. We are come to pay our 
respects to the noble and illustrious Bnglishman who 
passed through this place before. Pray have the goodness 
to signify our arrival to his Excellency, and say that we 
are waiting here to have the honour of oaring him our 
services. Where b the respected Milordos V* Although 
I could not speak Romaic, yet I understood it sufficiently 
to know what the old gentleman was saying ; and great 
was their surprise and admiration when they found that 
the unhappy and very insufficiently-clothed little fellow in 
the comer was the illustrious milordos himself. The said 
milordos had now to explain how all his baggage had been 
upset over a precipice, and that he was not exactly pre- 
pared to receive so distinguii^ed a party. After mutuiJ 
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apologies, which ended in a good laugh all round, pipet 
and coffee were brought in. The visit of ceremony wa» 
concluded in as dignified a manner as circumstances would 
permit ; and they went away convinced that 1 must be a 
very great man in my own country, as I did not get up 
more than a few inches to salute them, either on their en- 
try or departure-— a most undue assumption of dignity 
on my part which I sincerely regretted, but which the 
state of my costume rendered absolutely necessary. 

November Ibth, — The morning of the following day was 
bright and clear. I procured fresh horses, and galloped in 
six hours to the sea of Grominiza. A small vessel was 
riding at anchor near the shore, whose captain immedi- 
ately closed with the oflfer of four dollars to carry me over 
to Corfu. I was soon oa board; and, creeping into a 
small three-cornered hole under the half-deck, to which I 
gained access by a hatchway about a foot and a half 
square, I rolled myself up upon some ropes, and fell asleep 
at once. It seemed as if I had not been asleep an instant, 
when my servant, putting his head into the square aperture 
above, said, " Signore siamo qui." " Yes," said I, " but 
where is that ? What I are we really at Corfu ?" I 
popped my head out of the trap, and there we were sure 
enough — ^my fatigue of the day before having made me 
sleep so soundly that I had been perfectly unconscious of 
the duration of the voyage ; and I landed on the quay con< 
gratulating myself on having accomplished the most dan« 
gerous and most rapid expedition that it ever was my 
fortime to imdertake. 
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THE MONASTERIES OF MOUNT ATHOS. 



CHAPTER XXII. 

CkiMtuitinople-^The Patriarch's Palace — The Plague, Anecdotes, 
Superstitions — The Two Jews — Interview with the Patriarch — 
Ceremonies of Reception — The Patriarch's Misconception as to 
the Archbishop of Canterbury — He addresses a Firman to the 
Monks of Mount Athos — Preparations for Departure — The Ugly 
Greek Interpreter — ^Mode of securing his Fidelity. 

I HAD been for some time enjoying the hospitality of Lord and 
Lady Ponsonby at the British palace at Therapia, when I de- 
termined to put intoexecution a project I had long entertained 
of examining the libraries in the monasteriesof Mount Athos. 
As no traveller had been there since the days of Dr. Clarke, 
I could obtain but little information about the place before 
I left England. But the Archbishop of Canterbury was 
kind enough to give me a letter to the Patriarch of Con- 
stantinople, in which he requested him to furnish me with 
any facilities in his power in my researches among the 
Greek monasteries which owned his sway. 

Armed with this valuable document, one day in the 
spring of the year 1837 I started in a caique with some 
gentlemen of the embassy, and proceeded to the palace of 
the Patriarch in the Fanar — a part of Constantinople situ 
ated between the ancient city wall and the port so well 
known by its name of the Golden Horn. The Fanar does 
not derive its appellation from the word fanar, a lantern 
or lighthouse, but from the two words fena yer, a bad 
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pluoe ; for it id in a Iow» dirty iituatioiiy where only the 
ooDquorftd Greeks Were permitted to reside itmnedistely 
dkiT the eoivqtiest of their metropolis by the Sultan Ma« 
honmied II. The palace is a large, dilapidated, shabby^ 
kx>king baildiDg, chiefly of Wood painted Uack ; it stands 
m an q>en ooart or yard on a steep slope, and looks out 
oyer some lower houses to the Golden Horn and the hills 
of Pera and Galata beyond.* 

After waiting a little while in a large, dirty ante-room, 
during which time there was a scuffling and running up 
and down of priests and deacons, who were surprised and 
perhaps a little alarmed at a visit from so numerous a 
company of gentlemen belonging to the British embassy, 
we were mtroduced into a large square room furnished 
with a divan under the windows and down two sides of 
the chamber. Thb divan was oovered with a rough sack* 
ing of grey goats' hair — a stuff which is said not to be 
susceptible of the plague ; and people sitting on it, or on 
the bare boards, are not considered to be <' co mpr m nise d ** 
-^'-a word of fearful import wh^i that awful peslilence is 
raging in this neglected city. When any person is com- 

* On anotber oecMion soms years tftarwardi, I waa waiting in 
the same place, when I wandered into the new Patriarchal church 
which opens on this court: while I stood there, a corpse wad 
brcMght in da a biar« fcdlowed by wamuf panotis, who I suppose were 
the relations and friends of the deceased. After the funeral ser- 
vice had been read by a priest, every person in the church went up 
to the bier &nd kissed the derid man's haed and forehead : this is 
the usvaX custom, and an affecting one to see when friends bid 
friends a last farewell. But this man had died of some fearful and 
horrible disease, p^riiapft the plag;ue, which through thhi horrid 
BOsnl mi^ IMTS beta diitnbttted to hitf the cobgtegHtiea. 
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promised, he is obliged to separate from all society, and to 
place himself in strict quarantine for forty days, at the end 
of which period, if the fright and anxiety have not brought 
on the plague, he is received again by his acquaintances. 
Dealers in oil, and persons who have an open issue on their 
bodies, are considered secure from the plague as far as 
they themselves are concerned ; but as their clothes will 
convey the infection, they are as dangerous as others to 
their neighbours. 

There was an old Armenian, who, whether he consi- 
dered himself invulnerable, or whether poverty and mis- 
fortune made him reckless, I do not know ; but he set up 
as a plague-doctor, and visited and touched those who were 
stricken with the pestilence. Whenever he came down 
the street, every one would start aside and give him three 
or four yards' space at least. Sometimes he had men who 
walked before him and cried to the people to get out of the 
way. As the old man moved on in his long, dark robes, 
shunned with such horror by all, the mind was awfully 
impressed with the fearful nature of the disease ; for if 
the Prince of Darkness himself had made his appearance 
in the face of day, no one could have shown greater alarm 
at his approach than they did when the men cried out that 
the Armenian plague-doctor was coming down the street. 

One peculiarity of the disease is the disinclination which 
is always shown by those who are plague-stricken to con- 
fess that they are so, or even to own tliat they are ill. 
They invariably conceal it as long as possible ; and even 
when burning with fever and in an agony of pain, they 
will pretend that they are well, and try to walk about. 
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fiut this attempt at deception continues for a very short 
period, fbr they soon become either delirious or insensible^ 
and generally are unaUe to move. There is a look about 
the eye and an expression of anxiety and horror in the face 
of one who has got the plague which is not to be mistaken 
nor forgotten by those who have once seen them. One 
day at Galata I nearly ran against a man who was sitting 
on the ground on a hand-bier, upon which some Turks 
were about to carry him away ; and the look of the unfor- 
tunate man's face haunted me for days. The expression 
of hopeless despair and agony was indeed but too applicable 
to his case ; they were going to carry him to the plague 
hospital, from whence I never heard of any one returning. 
It would have been far more merciful to have shot him at 
once. 

There are many curious superstitions and circum- 
stances connected with the plague. One is, that when 
the destroying angel enters into a house the dogs of the 
quarter assemble in the night and howl before the door ; 
and the Greeks firmly believe that the dogs can see the 
evil spirit of the plague, although it is invisible to human 
eyes. Some people, however, are said to have seen the 
plague, its appearance being that of an old woman, tall, 
thin, and ghastly, and dressed sometimes in black, some- 
times in white: she stalks along the streets — glides 
through the doors of the habitations of the ccmdemned^ — 
and walks once round the room of her victim, who is from 
that moment death-smitten. It is also asserted that, when 
three small spots make their appearance upon the knee^ 
the patient is doomed— he has got the {dague, and 1m 
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hUB if meM. Th«y afd oall«d tbo pilotti-*4h6 pilots and 
iMtrbingers of death. Some, bowever, have reoiy^itpd 
after thaae spots have showo tberaselyes. 

I had at thU time a lodging m a houae at Para, whitA 
I ocoopted when aoythiog bioMght me to ConatantJAQpI^ 
finm Tharapia. Oa one occaaion I waa aittifig with » 
g filiem a n whose filial piety did him mmk hQOQ^h fi>r b^ 
had attended bis father through the horvors q( this iUoeaay 
and he had died of the plague in his armai wbea we heard 
the dogs baying io an unusual way.'*' Oa looking out of 
the window there they were all of a row, seated againa^ 
the opposite wall, howling m^umfuUy, and looking up al 
the houae in the moonlight. One dog looked very hard 9i 
msf I thought: I did not like it at all« and began t^ 
investigate whether I had not some pain or other about 
me; and this comfortable feeling was not diminiahed 
wihen my friend's Arab senraiH caaaa into the room and 
said that another penon who locked in the bouse waa 
very unwell ; it waa said that be bad bad a &U from hia 
horse that raeraing* Tbe dogs, though we escaped the 
plague ourselves, were right ; tbe plague bftd got into one 
of the houaes close to us in the aame street ; but how 
nany died of it I did not learn^ 

it waa about thia time that two jrew»-«*<e<tortiane»% 
poor men, whom eonsequently aaobody cigred about— 4reia 
walking together in a namvw street at QfUala, when th^ 
both dropped down stricken with the plagUf) : there they 

* All eastern cities are infested with troops of half-wild dogs, 
who act the part of scavengers, and lire upon the refase foo4 
wldcli it thMmk inta tfie ate'aaii. 
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Wj upon the ground ; no one would touch tbem ; and, m 
the ittreet was extremely narrow, no one eookl paas that 
way ; it was in ^lect blocked up by the two unhappy 
aien. They did not die quickly. " The devil was sore 
of them,'' the charitable people said, <* so he was in no 
hurry/' Tliere they lay a kmg time-<*many days ; and 
people called to them, and put their heads round the 
comer of the street to look at them« Some, tenderer* 
hearted than the rest, got a long pole from a dyer's shop 
hard by, and pushed a tub of water lo them, and threw 
them acMne bread, for no one dared approach them. One 
Jeor was quiet: he ate a little bread and drank some 
water, and lay still. The other was violent : the pain of 
hie livid swellings drove him wild, and he shouted apd 
raved and twisted about upon the ground. The people 
locked at him from the oooner, and juddered as they 
quickly drew back their heads. He died ; and the other 
Jew still lay there, quiet as he was before, cbse to the 
quiet corpse of his poor finend. For some time Ihey did 
not know whether he was dead or not ; hut at last they 
ibund he drank iio more water and ate no more bread ; so 
they knew that he had died dec. There lay the two 
bodies in the way, till some one paid a faamal— a Turkish 
porter — who, being a staunch predestinariaa, caring 
neidier Ibr plague, nor Jew, nor GMitHe, dead or alive^ 
carried cffihe two bodies on his bmek ; and then the street 
was passable again* 

The Turks have a touching custom when the plague 
rages very greatly, and a thousand corpses are carried 
out dafly horn Stamlxml throu^ dM Adrians^ fate ae 
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tile great groves of cypress which rise over the burial* 
grounds beyood the walls. At times of terror and griet, 
such as these, the Sheikh Ul Islam causes all the littk 
children to be assembled on a beautiful green hill called 
the Oc Maidan — the Place of Arrows — ^and there they 
bow down upon the ground, and raise their innocent voices 
ifi supplication to the Father of Men^, and implore his 
compassion on the afflicted city. 

But the grey goats' hair divan of the Patriarch's hs^l of 
audience has led me a long way from the Patriarch him- 
self, who entered the chamber shortly after our arrival. 
He appeared to be rather a young man, certainly not more 
than thirty-five years of age, with a reddish beard, which 
is uncommon in this country. He was dressed in purple 
silk robes, like a Greek bishop, and took his seat in tlie 
comer of the divan, and said nothing, and stroked his 
beard as a pasha might have done. 

When we had made our '< t6m^iahs," that is, salu- 
tations and little bows, ^cc, and were still again, the 
curtain over the doorway was pushed aside, and various 
priestly servants, all without shoes, came in, one of them 
bearing a richly embossed silver tray, on which were 
disposed small spoons filled with a preserve of lemon peel ; 
each of us took a spoonful, and returned the spoon to the 
dish. Then came various servants: — as many servants as 
guests — and one presented to each of us a cut-glass cup 
with a lid, full of fresh spring-water. Then these dis- 
appeared ; and others came in bearing pipes to each of us 
-^-« separate servant always coming in for each person of 
tiie oompaiiy. AAsjr we had wnoked oujr pipes fi>r s 
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^lort time, a mighty crowd of attendants again entered at 
the bottom of the room, among whom was one with a tray, 
which was covered over with a satin shawl or cover as 
richly embroidered with gold as was possible fi>r its size, 
and with a deep gold fringe. Another servant took off 
this covering, and placed it over the left shoulder of the 
tray-bearer, who stood like a statue all the while. Now 
af^ared a man with a silver censer suspended by three 
silver chains, and having a cofl^pot standing upon the 
burning coals within it. Another man took off the cups 
which were upon the tray, filled them with oofiee ; and 
then various servants, each Armed with a cofiee-cup 
placed aa its silver zarf or saucer, which he held in his 
left hand with his thumb and forefinger only, strode forward 
with one accord, and we all at the same moment were pre- 
sented with our diminutive cup of cofiee ; the attendants 
received the empty cups with both hands, and, walking 
backwards, disappeared as silently as they came. All this 
is a scene of everyday occurrence in the East, and, with 
more or less of display, takes place in the house of every 
person of consideration. 

When we had smoked our pipes for awhile, and all the 
servants* had gone away, I presented the letter of the 
Archbishop of Canterbury. It was received in due form ; 
and, after a short explanatory exordium, was read aloud to 
the Patriarch, first in English, and then translated into 
Greek. 

" And who," quoth the Patriarch of Ck)nstantinople, the 
supreme head and primate of the Greek Church of Asia 
-— " who is the Archbbhop of Canterbury V* 

13 
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" What ?" said I, a little astonished at the questioii. 

" Who/' said he, « is this Archbishop ?" 

" Why, the Archbishop of Canterbury." 

" Archbishop of vhai?" said the Patriarch. 

" Canterhufy,'' said L 

" Oh," said the Patriarch. ** Ah ! yesf and who w 
her 

Here ail my Bngli^ fKend» and myself were taken 
aback sadly ; we had not imagined that the h%h.priest 
before us could be ignorant of such a matter as the one 
in qnestton. The Patriarch of the Greek churchy the 
successor of Gregory Nazianzen, St. John Chrysostom, 
and the heresiarch Nestorius, seemed not to be aware that 
there were any other denominations of Christians besides 
those of his own church and the Church of Rome. But 
the fact is that the Patriarch of Constantinople is merely 
the puppet of an intriguing faction of the Greek bankers 
and usurers of the Fanar, who select for the office some 
man of straw whom they feel secure they can rule, and 
whose appointment they obtain by a heavy bribe paid to 
the Sultan ; for the head of the Christian Church is 
appointed by the Mahomedan Emperor! 

We explained, and said that the Archbi^op of Canter- 
bury was a man eminent for his great learning and his 
Christian virtues ; that he Was the primate and chief of 
the great reformed' Church of England, and a personage 
of such high degree, that he ranked next to the blood- 
royal ; that from time immemorial the Archbishop of 
Canterbury was the great dignitary who placed the crown 
upon the head of our kings — ^those kings whose power 
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swff^ed^ the destinies of Europe and of the wiorld ; 01HI 
^at this present Ajtjhbishop and Primate had himself 
placed the crown upon the head of King William IV., 
and that he wonld also somi orovm our young Queen. 

" Well,** replied the Fatdarcbj « but how is that ? how 
can it happen that the head of your Church is only eax 
A^Dhbishop ? nimfmas I, ^e Patriarch, cKNnmwid other 
j^ftiarohB, mid under them archUdwps^ sroMmandriteSy 
and. other dignitaries of die Chureh:?' Row etin t]mm 
things be ? I cannot write an answer to the letter of the 
Archbishop' o^— of*— " 

« Of Canterbury,'* said I. 

<< Yes ! of Canterbury ; for I do not see bow he who 
is only an archbishop can by any possibility be tfie head 
of a Christian hierarchy ; but as you come from the 
British embassy I will give my loiters as you desire, 
which will ensure your reception into every monastery 
which acknowledges the supremacy of the orthodox faith 
(rf* t!ie Patriarch of Constantinople." 

He then sent for his secretary, that I might give that 
ftmctionary my name and designation. The secretwry 
accordingly appeared ; and, although there are only six 
letters in my name, he set it down iooorrectly nearly m 
dozen times, and then went away to his hole in a window, 
where he wrote curious little memoranda at the Patriarch's 
dictation, fVom which he drew up the firman which was 
sent me a few days afterwards, and which I found of great 
service in my visits to various monasteries. As- few Pro- 
testants have been favoured with a document of this sort 
j&om the Primate of the- Grseek Church, I subjoia a trans. 
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Iftdon of it. It will be pereeiyed that it is written much 
in the style of the epistles of the eaiiy patmrclus to the 
mrchbishope and bishops of their prorinoes. Tb the 
requisitioiis contained in this firman it was inoumboit 
iqpoii thoee to wKcmb it was tbddreissed to f^ implicit obe- 
dience.* 

Mj busiaess being thus happily concluded with this 
learned personage, we all smc^ed away again for a dboit 
time in tranquil silence ; and then the Unirersal Patriarch 

* DnxcTioif. — " To the blessed Inspectors, Officers, Chiefs, and 

RepresentatiTes of the Holy Community of Monte Santa, 

and to the Holy Fathers of the same, and of all otiier sacced 

convents, our beloved Sons. 

*• We, Gregorios, Patriarch, ArchbfaKop Universal, Metropolitan 

of Comtantinopte, 4u9. Ibe. &e. 

** Blessed Inspectors, Officers, Superiors, and Representatives of 
the Community of the Holy Mountain, and other Holy 
Fathers of the same, «nd of the other Holy and Venerable 
Convents subject to our holy universal Throne. Peace be 
to you. 
** The bearer of the present, our patriarchal sheet, the Honour- 
able Robert Curzon, of a noUe f^ngUsh family* recommended to ns 
by most worthy and much-honoured persons, intending to travel 
and wishing to be instructed in the old and new philology, thinks 
to satisfy bis curiosity by repairing to those sacred convents which 
may have any connexion with his intentions. We recommend his 
person, therefore, to you all : and we order and require of you» 
that you not only receive him with every esteem and every possi- 
ble hospitality, in each and in the several holy convents ; but to 
lend yourselves readily to all his wants and desires, and to give 
him precise and clear explanations, to all his interrogations rela- 
tive to his philological examinations, obliging yourselves, and 
lending^yourselves, in a manner not only fully to satisfy, and con- 
tent him, but so that he shall approve of and praise your conduct. 
** This we desire and require to be executed, rewarding yon 
irith the Divine and with our blessing. 

** (Signed) Grjcgorios, Universal Patriarch . 
^ Constantinople, 1, (13) July, ISS?." 
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*^fer so he styles himself— clapped his hands and in 
swarmed the whole tribe of silent, bare-footed priestly 
fdlowers, bringing us sherbet, in glass cups. Whilst we 
drank it, their reverences held the sauoer under our chins 2 
and when we had enough, those who chose it wiped thdr 
lips and moustaches on a long, narrow towel, richly 
embroidered at the two ends with gold and brightcoloured 
silks. I prefer on these occasions my pocket-handkerchief 
as the period at which these rich towels are washed is by 
no means a matter of certainty. We took our leave with 
the numerous bows and compliments, and went on our 
way rejoicing. 

My preparati<»s for my expedition were soon made. I 
hired a Greek servant, who I intended should serve as 
interpreter and factotum. He was a sharp, active man— 
as most Greeks are ; and he had an intelligent way of 
doing things, which pleased me ; but he was an ugly, thin, 
little fellow, and his right eye had a curious obliquity <^ 
vision, which was not particularly calculated to inspire 
confidence. As nobody else was to accompany me I made 
various inquiries about him, and, although I did not hear 
any particular harm of him, yet I failed to become ac- 
quainted with any good actions of his performance ; and 
as I was going into a country which at that time was 
almost entirely unknown, and which had moreover an 
unpleasant celebrity for pirates, klephti, and other sorts of 
thieves, I felt that the moral character of my new follower 
was an important consideration ; and that if I could prop 
up his honesty and fidelity by any artificial means, I might 
not be doing amiss. 
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In a Sew ^ays the firman or letter of the pfttri^urck 
ftfrived, and I packed my things and got ready to staj^ 
Unknown to my servant I had oauaed a helt of wash* 
leather to be made, in whiab wore nqmeroue little divjbions 
•aleulated to hold a g^ many piece? df gold without 
their jingling, and it had a long flap which buttoned down 
aver the «erie9 of compartinemts. J had besides a lai^ 
OBtentatioiis puree, in which was a small sum for the 
expenses of the journey, and as I wished to have it sup- 
posed that I had but little cash, I made my Greek buy 
various things far me out of his own money. AM being 
ready, we started in a caique very early in the movniog, 
and went down the Bosphorus from Therapia to Stamboul, 
where we ^ <m board a steamer. Qa handing up the 
things, my servant found ihat his box, in which were his 
new clothes and valuables, was missing — his bag only had 
come. ^' iGood gracious !" said I, ** was that the box with 
two straps V <* Yes," said he, " a handsome brown box, 
about so large." ** Well," said I, " it is a most uij£>nu* 
nate thing ; but when I saw that box in my room this 
morning 1 locked it up in the closet and told H-^-- — not to 
give U(p the key of the door to anybody till I returned 4o 
the embassy ,^aifi. How very unluoky ! however, we 
shall soon be 'back, and you have biancfaeria •enoii^h in 
your bag for so short a journey as the one belbre ms/* 
We were soon under w^y, and passing the Seraglio Point 
stood down the swift current in the sea of Marmora, outr 
lugg^go encumbering but a very small space upon the 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 

vCioom Calessi — Uncomforteble QmBrters — ^A Turki!^ Boat and its 

Crew — Grandeur of the Scenery — Legend of Jascm and the 
Golden Fleece — The Island of Imbros — Heavy Rain Storm— A 
.Roi}^ Sea — Ljcmnos — 'Bad Accommodation — The Old Woman's 
Mattress and its Contents— Striking View of Mount Athos from 
the Sea— The Hermit of the Tower. 

OiT landing at Coom Calessi, the European castle of the 
Dardanelles, I found that there was no inn or hotel in the 
place ; hut it appeared that the British consul, who lived 
on the top of the iiill two miles cfff, had huilt a new house 
in the town for purposes of business, and upon the pay- 
ment of a perquisite to the Jew who acted. as his faptotum, 
I was presently installed in the new house, which, as 
bouses ^o in this country, wa? clean and good, but not a 
SQTap of furniture was there in it, not even a pipkin or a 
casserole — it was as empty as any house could be* I sent 
my man out into the ba;&aar and we got some cabobs and 
yaourt and salad, ^nd various flaps of breajd> and managed 
so far pi:etty well, and then ve went to the port, and after 
muoh waste of time and breath I engaged a curious- 
looking boat belonging to a Turk, who by the by was the 
only Turkish sailor I eiver bad anything to do with, as the 
seameii are generally Greeks ; and then I returned to my 
house to sleep, for we were not to set out on our voyage 
till sunrise the next morning. The sleeping was a more 
difficult affair t]^an the dinner, for after the beds at the 
embassy the boHird^ jdid «eem jsupematurally hard; but I 
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fpread all mj property on the floor, and lying down on it 
flat on my back, out of compassion to my hips, I gol 
through the night at last. 

All men were up and about in the Turkish town of Coom 
Calessi as soon as the sun tinged the hills of Olympus, and 
the gay boat in which I was to sail was bounding up and 
down on the bright transparent waves by the sandy abore. 
The long-bearded captain sat on a half deck with the tiller 
under his arm ; he neither moved nor said a word when I 
came on board, and before the god of day arose in his 
splendour over the famous plains of Troy, my little boat 
was spreading its white wings before the morning wind. 
Every moment more and more lovely scenes opened to my 
delighted eyes among the rocky and classic islands of the 
Archipelago. How fair and beautiful is every part of that 
roost favoured land ! how fresh the breezes on that poetic 
sea ! how magnificent the great precipices of the rocky 
island of Samotraki seemed as they loomed through the 
decreasing distance in the morning sun I But no wordsy 
no painting can describe this glorious region. 

I had hired my grave sailors to take me to Lemnos, but 
the wind did not serve, so we- steered for Imbros, where we 
arrived in the afternoon. My boat was an original-looking 
vessel to an English eye; with a high bow and stem 
covered with bright brass ; over the rudder there hung a 
long piece of net work ornamented with blue glass beads ; 
flowers and arabesques were earned on the boards at each 
end of the vessel, which had one low mast with a single 
sail. It is the national belief in England that ugliness is 
the necessary concomitant of utility, but tar my own paii 
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I confess that I delight in redundant ornament, and I liked 
my old boat the better and was oonvlnoed that it did 
not sail a bit the worse because it was pleasing to the 
•ye. 

We rowed away towards Imbros, and passed in our 
course a curious line of wares, which looked like a 
straight whirlpool, if such an epithet may be used ; &r 
where the mighty stream of the Dardanelles poured forth 
into the Egean Sea, the two waters did not immediately 
mix together, but rolled the one over the other in a long 
line which seemed as if it would suck down into its snaky 
vortex an3rthing which approached it. It was not danger- 
ous, however, fi>r we rowed along it and across it ; but 
still it had a look about it which made me feel rather glad 
than sorry when we had lost sight of its long, straight, 
curiing line of waves. 

As I sat in my beautifully-shaped and ornamented boat, 
which looked like those represented in antique sculptures, 
with its high stem and lofty prow, I thought how little 
changed things were in these lattiudes since the brave Capt. 
Jason passed this way in the good ship Argo ; and if an 
old author who wrote on the Hermetic philosophy may be 
taken as authority, that worthy's errand was much the 
same as mine ; for he maintains that the golden fleece was 
no golden fleece at all, *' for who," says he, like a sensible 
man, " ever saw a sheep of gold V But what Jason 
sought was a famous volume written in golden letters upon 
the skins of sheep, wherein was described the whole 
science of alchemy, and that the man who should possess 
Inmaelf of that inestimable volume should ccmquer the 
18* 
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green dragon, and being able by help of the grand BMgia- 
terium to transmute all metab, and draw from the idenobiQ 
the preciooB 4rofw of the ehxk vitee, men and nations msd 
languages would bow down before him as the prince of th^ 
pleasures of 4his world. 

In the afternoon we arrived at the iskmd of Imbtros. 
The Turkic pilot would go no further, for he «aid tiiere 
would be a storm. I saw no fippearanee of the kind, but 
it was of no use talking to him ; he had made up his mind, 
80 we drew the boat up on the sand in a little sheltered bay, 
and making a tent of the sail, the sailors lit a fire, and sat 
down and smoked their pipes with all that quietness and 
decorum which is so characteristic of their nation. I waa- 
dered about the idland, but saw neither man nor habitation. 
I ^ot at divers rock-pattridges with a rifle and hit none; 
nevertheless, towards evening we codced up a savoury 
mess, whereof the old bearded Turk and his grave crew 
ate also, but sparingly : I then cuiied myself up in a cor- 
ner, inside the boat under the sail, and took to reading a 
volume of Sir Walter Scott's poems. 

I was deep in his romantic legends when of a suddeii 
there came a roar of thunder and such quick bright flashes 
of sharp lightning that the mountains seemed on fire. 
Down came the rain in waterfalls, and in woBit Waker 
Scott and all his chivalry into the first safe hidii^-place I 
could find. The crew had got under a projecting rock, 
and I had the boat to myself; the raw did not eoiDe 
in much, and the rattle of the thunder hy degrees died 
away among the surrounding hiiis. The raifi conitimied to 
pour down steadily and ihe fire on the beach weol Qui^ jmH 
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my berth was snug enough, and the dull monotODOiu 
sound of the splashing rain and the dashing of the breakej^ 
on the shore soon lulled me to sleep, and I was more 
comfortable than I had been the night before in the bare, 
empty house at Coom Calessi. 

Very early in the morning I peeped out ; the rain was 
gone and the sun shone brightly ; all the Turics were up 
smoking their eternal pipes, so I asked the old captain 
when we should be off. " There is too much wind," was 
his laconic reply. We were in a sheltered place, so we 
felt no wind, but on the other side of a rooky headland we 
could see the sea running like a cataract towards the 
south, although it was as smooth as glass in our bay. We 
got through breakfast, and for the sake of the partridges I 
repented that I had brought no shot At last the men be- 
gan righting the boat and getting ^e things ready, doing 
everything as quietly and deliberately as usual, and 
soarcely saying a word to es^dh other. In course of time 
the captain sat himself down by the rudder, and beckoning 
io me with his hand, he took the pipe out of his mouth and 
said " Gd " (come). I came, and away we went smoothly 
with the help of two or three oars till we rounded the 
rocky headland, and then all at once we drifted into the 
race, and began daneing and leaping, and staggering before 
the breeze in a way I never saw before uot since. Like 
the goats, from which this sea is said to have been named, 
we leaped from the summit of one wave to that of the next, 
and seemed hardly to touch the water. We had up a 
small sail, and we sat still and steady at the bottom of the 
TesseU Never had I conceived the possibility of a boat 
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•oampering along before the wind at such a rate as this. 
My man orossed himself. I looked up at the old pilot, but 
he w^it on quietly smoking his pipe with his finger on the 
bowl to keep the ashes from being blown away. It was & 
marvel to 'me with what exactness he touched the helm 
just at the right instant, for it seemed as if we had sixty 
narrow escapes every minute, but the old man did not stir 
an inch. Gallantly we dashed, and skipped, and bounded 
along. What a famous lively little boat it was, yet it was 
carved and gilt and as pretty as an3rthing could be 1 We 
were soon running down the west coast of Lemnos, where 
the surf was lashing the precipice in fury with an angry 
roar that resounded far out to sea : then of a sudden 
we rounded a sharp point and shot into such smooth water 
80 instantaneously that one could scarcely believe that the 
blue waves of the Holy Sea, Aytog v'sXa/o^, as the Greeks 
call it still, could be the same as the furious and frenzied 
ocean out of which we had darted like an arrow from 
a bow. 

We had a long row in the hot sun along the sheltered 
coast till we landed at a rotten wooden pier before the 
chief city or rather the dirty village of the Lenmians. I 
had a letter to a gentleman who was sent by a merchant 
of Constantinople to collect wool upon this island ; so to 
him I bent my way, hooted at by some Lenmian women, 
the worthy descendants probably of those fair dames who 
have gained a disagreeable immortality by murdering 
their husbands. Here it was that Vulcan broke his leg, 
and no wonder, for a more barren, rocky place, no one 
x>uld have been kicked down into. My friend of the wool 



Digitized by 



Google 



Cktip, XXm. MTRIAD8 OP PLSA8. Ml 

packs, who was a Frenchman, was rery kind and cirfli 
only he had nothing to ofier me beyond a bare house, like 
the consul's Jew at the Dardanelles, so I walked about and 
looked at nothing, which was all there was to see, whilst 
my servant hired a little square-rigged brig to take me 
next day to Mount Athos. 

After dinner I made inquiries of my host what he had 
in the way of bed. His answer was specific. There 
was no bed, no mattress, no diran ; sheets were unknown 
things, and the wool he did not recommend. But at last 
I was told of a mattress which an old woman next door 
was possessed of, and which she sometimes let out to stran- 
gers ; and in an evil hour I sent for it. That treacherous 
bed and its clean white coverlet will never be forgotten by 
me. I laid down upon it and in one minute was fast 
asleep— -the next I started up a perfect Marsyas. Never 
until that day had I any idea of what fleas could do. So 
simultaneous and well conducted was their attack that I 
was bitten all over from top to toe at the first assault. 
They evidently were delighted at the unexpected change 
of diet from a grim, skinny old woman to a well-fed tra- 
veller fresh from the table of the embassy. I examined 
the white coverlet — ^it was actually brown with fleas. I 
threw away my clothes, and taking desperate measures to 
get rid of some myriads of my assailants, I ran out of the 
room and put on a dressing-gown in the outer hall, at the 
window of which I sat down to cool the fever of my blood. 
I half expected to see the fleas open the door and march 
in after me, as the rats did after Bishop Hatto on his island 
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in the Rhine ; but fortunately the villains did not ventwqe 
to leave their mattress. There I sat, fanning myself in 
the night air and bathing my face and limbs in water till 
the sun rose, when with a doleful countenance I asked my 
way to a bath. I found one, and went into the hot inner 
room with nothing on but a towel round my waist And one 
on my head^ as the custom is. There was no one else 
there, and wiien the bath man came in he started back 
with horror, for he thought I had got that most deadly kind 
of plague which breaks out in an eruption and carries off 
the patient in a few hours. When it was explained to 
him how I had fallen into the clutches of these Lemnian 
jQeas, he proceeded to rub me and soap me according to 
the Turkish fashion, and wonderfully soothing and com. 
forting it was. 

As there was a rumour of pirates in these seas, the little 
brig would not sail till night, and I passed the day dqzing 
in the shade out of doors ; when evening came I crept 
down to the port, went on board, and curled myself up in 
the hole of a cabin among ropes and sails, and went to 
sleep at once, and did not wake again till we arrived 
within a short distance of the most magnificent mountain 
imaginable, rising in a peak of white marble ten thousand 
feet straight out of the sea. It was a lovely fresh morn- 
ing, so I stood with half of my body out of the hatchway 
enjoying the glorious prospect, and making my toilette 
with the deck for a dressing-table, to the great admiration 
of the Greek crew, who were a perfect contrast to my 
/ormer Turkish friends, for they did nothing but lounge 
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•boiit and 4shatter, and give orders to each other, eirefgr 
oae of then appearing unwilling to do iiis own ahajie «f 
the work. 

We steered for a tall square tower "which stood on a 
projecting marble rook aboye the calm blue sea at the S.E. 
corner of the peninsula ; and rounding a small cape we 
turned into a beautiful little port or harbour, the entranoe 
of which was commanded bj this tower and by one or two 
other buildings constructed for defence at the foot of it, all 
in the Byzantine style of architecture. The quaint halU. 
Eastern, half-Norman architecture of the little fortress, 
my outlandish vessel, the brilliant colours of the sailors' 
dresses, the rich vegetation and great tufts of flowers whidi 
grew in crevices of the white marble, formed altogether 
one of the most picturesque scenes it was ever my good 
fortune to behold, and which I always remember with plea- 
sure. We saw no one, but about a mile cff there was the 
great monastery of St. Laura standing above us among the 
trees on the side of the mountain, and this delightful little 
bay was, as the sailors told us, the scarricatojo or landing, 
place for pilgrims who were going to the monastery. 

We paid off the vessel, and my things were Icuided on 
^e beach. It was not an operation of much labour, for 
my effects consisted principally of an enormous pair of 
saddle-bags, made of a sort of carpet, and which are called 
khourges, and are carried by the camels in Arabia ; but 
there was at present mighty little in them : nevertheless, 
light as they were, their appearance would have excited a 
feeling of consternation in the mind of the most phlegmatic 
mule. After a brisk chatter on the part of tb9 whoU 
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orawy who, with abmidaiice of gestioulatkna, all talked at 
oaoe, they got on board, and towing the rewel out by 
means of an exoeeding small boat, set sail, and left me and 
mj man and the saddl»*bags high and dry upon the shore. 
We were somewhat taken by surprise at this sudden 
departure of our marine, so we sat upon two stones for a 
while to think about it. << Well," said I, << we are at 
Mount Athos ; so suppose you ^alk up to the monastery, 
and get some mules or monks, or something or other to 
carry up the saddle-bags. Tell them the celebrated 
Milordos Inglesis, the friend of the Unirersal Patriarch, is 
arrired, and that he kindly intends to risit their monastery ; 
and that he is a great ally of the Sultan's, and of all the 
captains of all the men of war that come down the Archi- 
pelago : and," added I, " make haste now, and let us be 
up at the monastery lest our friends in the brig there should 
take it into their heads to come back and cut our throats." 
Away he went, and I and the saddle-bags remained 
below. For some time I solaced myself by throwing 
stones into the water, and then I walked up the path to 
look about me, and found a red mulberry-tree with fine 
ripe mulberries on it, of which I ate a prodigious nurabei 
in order to pass away the time. As I was studying the 
Byzantine tower, I thought I saw something peeping out 
of a loophole near the top of it, and, on looking more 
attentively, I saw it was the head of an old man with a 
long grey beard, who was gazing cautiously at me. ] 
shouted out at the top of my voice, " Kalemera sas, ariste, 
kalemera sas (good day to you, sir) ; ora kali sas (good 
morning to you); rov ^cMtocfMi/Sofisvo^;" he answered in 
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return, ** Kalos orizete ?" (how do you do ?) So I went 
up to the tower, passed orer a plank that served as a draw- 
brv^ across a chasm, and at the door of a wall which 
surrounded the lower buildings stood a little old monk, the 
same who had been peeping out of the loophole above. He 
took me into his castle, where he seemed to be living all 
alone in a Byzantine lean-to at the loot of the tower, the 
window of his room looking over the port beneath. This 
room had numerous pegs in the walls, <m which were hung 
dried herbs and simples ; one or two great jars stood in 
the comer, and these and a small divan formed all his 
hous^iold furniture. We began to talk in Romaic, but I 
was not very strong in that language, and presently stuck 
fast. He showed me over the tower, which contained 
several groined vaulted rooms one above another, all 
empty. From the top there was a glorious view of the 
islands and the sea. Thought I to myself, this is a real, 
genuine, unsophisticated live hermit ; he is not stufied like 
the hermit at Vauxhall, nor made up of beard and blankets 
like those on the stage ; he is a genuine specimen of an 
almost extinct race. What would not Walter Scott have 
given for him ? The aspect of my host and his Byzantine 
tower savoured so completely of the days of the twelfth 
century, that I seemed to have entered another world, and 
should hardly have been surprised if a crusader in chain, 
armour had entered the room and knelt down before the 
hermit's feet. The poor old hermit observing me looking 
about at all his goods and chattels, got up on his divan, and 
from a shelf reached down a large rosy apple, which he 
presented to me ; and it was evidently the best thing ba 
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had, and I was touched when he gave it to me. I took a 
great bite ; it was very sour indeed : but what was to be 
done ? I could not bear to vex the old man, so I went on 
eating a great deal of it, although it brought the tears into 
my eyes. 

We now heard a holloing and shouting, which portended 
the arrival of the mules, and, bidding adieu to the old her- 
mit of the tower, I mounted a mule ; the others weise 
lightly loaded wi^ my effects, and we scrambled up a 
steep rocky path through a thicket of odoriferous ever- 
green shrubs, our progress being assisted by the scceaeos 
and bangs inflicted by several stout acolytes, a sort of lay- 
brethren, who came down with the animals from the 
convent. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

MoAftittry ff{ 8t. I««ur»— rKind Oeceptioa by tbe Abbot^^Astoniih- 
ment of the Mpnks — History of the Monastery — Rules of ^e 
Order of St Basil—Description of the Buildings — Curious Pic- 
tures of the last judgmeQt«<^^arly Greek Paintings ; Richness of 
their Frames and Decorations — Ancient Church Plate — -Beautiful 
Reliquary—The Refectory— The Abbot's Savoury Dish— The 
Library— The MSS.— Ride to the Monastery of Caracalla— 
M^atficont Scenery. 

We soon emerged upon a flat piece of ground, and there 
before us stood the great monastery of 

ST. LAURA. 

It appeared like an ancient fortress, surrounded with high 
l^asfk wails, over the tops of which were seen numerous 
domes md pinncteles, and odd-shaped roofs and cypress- 
trees, all jumbled together. In some places one of those 
projecting windows, which are called shahneshin at Con- 
stantinople, stood out from the great encircling wall at a 
considerable height above the ground ; and in front of the 
entrance was a porch in the Byzantine style, 
consisting of four marble columns, supporting 
a dome ; in this porch stood the i^oumenos, 
backed by a great many of the -brethren. My 
servant had, doubtless, told him what an extra- 
ordinary great persopage he was to expect, for he peeeived 
me with great ^deference ; and afler the usual bows and 
coD^mei^s die dark trasR of Greek monks ^led 4fi 
UMPQi^ttiie'Oirter mai two ion^ iron gates, 'in « %&H^ 
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procession, with which goodly company I proceeded to the 
church, which stood in the middle of the great court-yard. 
We went up to the screen of the altar, and there every- 
body made bows, and said " Kyrie eleison," which they 
repeated as quickly and in as high a key as th^ co^d. 
We then came out of the church, and the agouraenos, 
taking me by the hand, led me up divers dark wooden 
staircases, until we came into a lai^e cheerful room well 
furnished in the Turkish style, and having one of the pro- 
jecting windows which I had seen from the outside. In 
this room, which the agoumenos told me I was to consider 
as my own, we had coffee. I then presented the letter of 
the patriarch ; he read it with great respect, and said I 
was welcome to remain in the monastery as long as I 
liked ; and after various compliments given and received 
he left me ; and I found myself c^pmfortably installed in 
one of the grand — and, as yet, unexplored — ^monasteries 
of the famous sanctuary of Mount Athos : better known 
in the Levant by the appellation of A^iov Opo^, or, as the 
Italian hath it, Monte Santo. 

Before long I received visits from divers hdy brethren, 
being those who held offices in the monastery under my 
lord the agoumenos, and there was no end to the civilities 
which passed between us. At last, they all departed, and 
towards evening I went out and walked about; those 
monks whom I met either opening their eyes and mouths, 
and standing still, or else bowing profoundly and going 
through the whole series of gesticulations which are prac- 
tised towards peraons of superior rank ; for the poor monks 
never having seen a stranger before, or at least a Frank, did 



Digitized by 



Google 



XZI7. BISTORT OF THB KO^ABTEEY, 800 

nol know what to make of me, wad acoording to their various 
d^rees of intelleot treated me with respect or astonish^ 
ment. But Greek monks are not so ill-mannered as aa 
English mob, and therefore they did not run afier me, but 
cmly stared and crossed themselves as the unknown animal 
passed by. 

I will now, from the information I received from the 
monks and my own observation, give the best account I 
can of this extensive and curious monastery. It was 
founded by an Emperor Nicephorus, but what particular 
Nicephorus he was nobody knew. Nicephorus the trea- 
surer, got into trouble with Charlemagne on one side, and 
Haroun al Raschid on the other, and was killed by the 
Bulgarians in 811. Nicephorus Phocas was a great cap. 
tain, a mighty man of valour ; who fought with every, 
body, and frightened the Caliph at the gates of Bagdad, 
but did good to no one ; and at length became so disagree- 
able that his wife had him murdered in 969. Nicephorus 
Botoniates, by the help of Alexius Comnenus, caught and 
put out the eyes of his rival Nicephorus Bryennius, whose 
son married that celebrated blue-stocking Anna Comnena. 
However, Nicephorus Botoniates having quarrelled with 
Alexius Comnenus, that great man kicked him out and 
reigned in his stead, and Botoniates took refuge in this 
monastery, which, as I make out, he had founded some 
time before. He came here about the year 1081, and 
took the vows of a kaloyeri, or Greek monk. 

This word kaloyeri iieans a good old man. All the 
monks of Mount Athos follow the rule of St. Basil: 



Digitized by 



Google 



na 



BULBS OF T«e OBDEB Of ST. BASIL. Clnip: XIR^ 



Indeed, all Greek monks of this order. They are aseetiesj 

and their discipline is most severe : they 

never eat meat, fish they have on feast- ^'-*-^'*^y""***-^ 

days ; but on fast-days, which are above 

a hundred in the year, they are not 

allowed any animal substance or even 

oil ; their prayers occupy eight hours itt 

the day, and about two during the night, 

so that they never enjoy a real night's 

rest. They never sit down during 

prayer, but as the services are of extreme 

length they are allowed to rest their arms 

on the elbows of a sort of stalls without 

seats, which are found in all Greek 

churches, and at other times they lean 

on a crutch. A crutch of this kind of 

silver, richly ornamented, forms the pa** I 

triarchal staff: it is called the patritza, irarpq^c. 

and answers to the crosier of the Roman bishops. Bells 

are not used to call the fraternity to prayers, but a long 

piece of l)oard, suspended by two strings, is struck with a 

mallet. Sometimes instead of the wooden board a piece 

of iron, like part of the tire of a wheel, is used for this 

purpose. Bells are rung only on occasions of rejoicing, 

or to show respect to some great personage, and on the 

great feasts of the church. 

The accompanying sketches will explain the forms 
of the patriarchal staff, the boards and the iron bar. 
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TOKfiaK, a hammer, in Turkish. 
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Tbe latter are called in Romaic (ffi^aySpogf a word derived 
from <f>)|xoe(foxroufi.ai, to gather together. 

According to Johannes Comnenu», who visited Mount 
Athos in 1701, and whose works are quoted in Montfaucon, 
* Falec^raphia Graeca/ page 452, St. Laura was founded 
by Nicephorus Phocas, and restored by Neagulus, Way- 
wode of Bes5iarabia. The buildings consist of a thick 
and lofty wall of stone, which encompass an irregular 
space of ground of between three and four acres in 
extent ; there is only one entrance, a crooked passage 
defended by three separate iton doors ; the front of the 
building on the side of the entrance extends about five 
hundred feet. There is no attempt i^ external architec* 
tare, but only this plain wall ; the few windows which 
iook out from it belong to the rooms which are built of 
wood and project over the top of the wall, being supported 
upon strong beams like brackets. At the south-west 
coraerof the building there is a large square tower, which 
formerly contained a printing-press : but this press was de- 
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ttroyed by the Turkish soldiers during the late Greek 
reyolution ; and at the same time they carried off certain 
old cannons which stood upon the battlements, but which 
were more for show than use, for the monks had never 
once yentured to fire them off during the long period they 
had been there ; and my question, as to when they were 
brought there originally, was answered by the universal 
and regular answer of the Levant, " ri sgf/S^o— Qui sa ? — 
who knows?" The interior of the monastery consists 
of several small courts and two large open spaces sur- 
rounded with buildings, which have open galleries of 
wood or stone before them, by means of which entrance 
is gained into the various apartments, which now aff)rd 
lodging for one hundred and twenty monks, and there is 
room for many more. These two large courts are built 
without any regularity, but their architecture is exceed- 
ingly curious, and in its style closely resembles the 
buildings erected in Constantinople between the fifth and 
the twelfth century : a sort of Byzantine, in which St. 
Marc's in Venice is the finest specimen in Europe. It 
bears some affinity to the Lombardic or Romanesque, only 
it is more Oriental in its style ; the chapel of the ancient 
palace of Palermo is more in the style of the buildings on 
Mount Athos than anything else in Christendom that I 
remember ; but the ceilings of that chapel are regularly 
arabesque, whereas those on Mount Athos are flat with 
painted beams, like the Italian basilicas, excepting where 
they are arched or domed ; and in those cases there is 
little or no mosaic, but only coarse paintings in fresco 
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representing saints in the conventional Greek style of 
superlative ugliness. 

In the centre of each of these two lai^ courts stands 
a church of moderate size, each of which has a porch 
with thin marble columns before the door ; the interior 
walls of the porches are covered with paintings of saints 
and also of the Last Judgment, which, indeed, is oaam 
stantly seen in the porch of every church. In these 
pictures, which are often of immense size, the artists 
evidently took much more pains to represent the uncouth- 
ness of the devils than the beauty of the angels, who, in 
all these ancient frescos, are a very hard-favoured set 
The chief devil is very big ; he is the hero of the scene, 
and is always marvellously hideous, with a great mouth 
and long teeth, with which he is usually gnawing two or 
three sinners, who, to judge from the expression of his 
face, must be very nauseous articles of food. He stands 
up to his middle in a red pool which is intended for fire, 
and wherein numerous little sinners are disporting them^ 
selves like fish in all sorts of attitudes, but without looking 
at all alarmed or unhappy. On one side of the picture 
an angel is weighing a few in a pair of scales, and others 
are capering about in company with some smaller devils, 
who evidently lead a merry life of it. The souls of the 
blessed are seated in a row on a long hard bench very 
high up in the picture ; these are all old men with beards ; 
some are covered with hair, others richly clothed, ancho- 
rites and princes being the only persons elevated to the 
bench. They have good stout glories round their heads, 
which in rich churches are gilt, and in the poorer ones 
14 
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are painted ytllow, and look like large aUraw hats* These 
personages are severe and grim of oountettance, and look 
by no means coinfi>rtable or at home ; they each hold a 
large book, and give yoo the idea that except lor the 
honour of the thing they would be much happier in com- 
pany with the wioked little sinners and merry imps in the 
orimson lake below. Tins picture of the Last Judgm^il 
is as much cooventionid as the portraits of the saints ; il 
is almost always the same, and a correct representation 
of a part of it is to be seen in the last print of the rare 
Yolume of the Monte Santo di Dio, which contains the 
three earliest engravings known : it would almost aj^ar 
that the print must hare been cq>ied from one of these an- 
cient Greek frescos. It is difficult to conceive how any 
one, even in ibe dark age% can have been mmpie enough to 
look upon these quaint and absurd paintik^ with feelings 
of religious awe ; but some of the monks of the Hdy 
Mountain do so even now, and were evidently scandalized 
when they saw me smile. This is, however, only one 
of the numberless instances in which, owing to the difier* 
enoes of education and circumstances, men look upon 
the same thii^ with awe or pity, with ridicule or vesera« 
ticm.* 

* Ridiculous as these pictorial representations ot the Last Judg- 
ment appear to us, one of them was tiie cause of a wh<di» uatioii^ 
embracing Christianitj. Bogoris, king of Bulgaria* having written 
to Constantinople for a painter to decorate the walls of his palace, 
a monk named Methodius Was dent to him— -all knowledge of the 
arts in those days being confined to the clergy. The king desired 
Methodius to paint on a certain wall the most terrible picture that 
he could imagine ; and by the advice of the king's sister, who had 
•mbraoed Christianity some jrears before Whiirt ill caj^vtty at 
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The fnteriot of the principal chiireh in Hub monftstery 
h interesting fh>m the nnmber of eorty Greek p!etui«e 
which it contains, and which are hting oh tiie waits of ^ 
apsis hebind the altar. They aire tdmost all in ^Wer 
ihimes, and are painted on Wood ; most of them are small, 
^ing not more ^nh one or two feet isqtmre j the hack* 
gToimd of all bf them is g^ ; and in many of them this 
back.gh>nnd is fermed of plates of eOvelr oi^ goM. One 
ismall painting is asmihed to St. Liike, abd several have 
the fhunes set with jewels, and are of greiitimtiqufiy. 1% 
finont of the altar, and suspended from the two cotonitt 
nearest to the movoifra^fff— 4he twreen whibh, like the irafli 
of the temple, conceals the holy of holies from the g»» of 
the pro<aae — are two pictures laiger than the met: the 
(me represents our Saviour, the ether the Mesosi Vii^giBk 
Except the faces they are entirdy covered ov^r with 
plates of silver-gik ; and the whole of both piettree, as 
Well as ^eir frames, is richly omamentpd with a kind of 
coarse golden filigree, set with ki^ turquoiae% agMe% 
and cornelians. These r&ty cnridin pn)da)0tioaB of early 
aft were presenled to the monastery hy the Bnpemr 
Andronicus Paleologus, whose poHTaH, wkh tiud of his 
Emfness, is represented on the nlver framiB* 



OoDStantiB^lt, the moaastie JbrHst prodttoed so fearlbl ftrepretaa* 
tatton of the torments of the eoadenmed in the next world, thsi 
it had the effect of converting Bogoria to the Chriatian faith. In 
eonseqnebce «f tfaia erent the Patiriareh of Constantinofile de- 
apatehed a biahop to Bnlgam, who ba p ti aed the king by the name 
of Michael in the year 865. Before long his loyal subjects, foUow- 
ttag the example ftf theit sovereign, were converted also; and 
fMstlmity Aom thi(t pezaed becailn tht ;teligi»n itf Ihe land. 
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The floor of thi9 ohurch^ and of the ooe which stands in 
the centre of the other court, is paved with rich coloured 
marUest The lelies are preserved in that division of the 
ohureh which ig hehiod the altar ; their luipiher and 
vfUua j« m«ch )aas Iban. formerly, aa during the revo- 
ItttioB, when the Holy Mountain was under the rule of 
Aboulalwut Pasha* kfi fKjMee^ed all he could out of the 
monks of this apd nU the jolher mooastenes. However, 
as no Tur)c is a match for a Greek, they snanaged to 
preserve a great deal of ancient church plate, some of 
which dates aa fitr hack as the daya of the Roman 
en^>eiars» Jbr tew ef the Christian successors of Con- 
stantino fiuled to offer some little hrihe to the saints 
m ofdMT to obtain pardeti for the desperate manner in 
which diey passed their lives* Some of these pieces 
of plale are well werthy the attention of antiquarians, 
being probably the modi ancient specimens of art in 
goldsmith's work now extant; and as they have remained 
in the several menaslmes ever since the fknty of their 
donors fint sent them Uiere, their authenticity cannot be 
^ueatidied, besides which many of tbem arei extremely 
BBagmficeBt and beautiful^ 

The most valuable reliquary of St. Laura is a kind of 
triptic, about eighteen inches high, of pure gold, a present 
fimn the Bmperor Nicephorus, the founder of the abbey. 
The front represents a pair of folding-doors, each set with 
a double row of diamonds (the most ancient specimens ot 
this stone that I have seen), emeralds, pearls, and rubies 
as laige as sixpences. When the doors are opened 
a lai^ fdece of the hoiy cross, splendicRy set witt 
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jewels, is displayed in the centre, and ^e insldes dP 
the two doors and the whole surface of the reliq^mtiy 
are oorered with engraved figures of the saints tk\t^ 
fall of preoiotts stones. This heautiful shrine is df 
B3rzaatine workmanship, and, in its way, is a su|ilet% 
work of art. 

The refectory of the monastery is a large square build« 
ing, but the dining-room which it contains is in the form 
of a cross, Hbout one hundred feet in length each ^&yi 
the walls are decorated with fresco pictures of the 
saints, who vie with each other in the hard-favoured 
aspect of their bearded faces ; they are tall and meagre 
full-length figures as laige as life, each having his 
name inscribed on the picture. Their chief interest irf 
in their accurate representation of the clerical costume. 
The dining-tables, twenty-four in number, are so nntnjr 
solid blocks of masonry, with heavy slabs of marble 
cm the top ; they are nearly semicircular in shape, With 
the flat side away from the wall ; a wide marMe bench 
runs round the circular part of them 
in this Ibrm. A row of these tables 
extend down each side of the hall, 
and at the upper end^n a semicir- 
cular recess is a high table for the 
superior, M*ho only dines here on great occasions. The 
refectory being square on the outside, the intermediate 
spaces between the arms of the cross are occupied by 
the bakehouse, and the wine, oil, and spirit cellars ; for 
although the monks eat no meat, they drink famously ; 
a$4 the gooA S|. Basil having flourished long hefero 
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4ie •£# of Pairttoelsuf^ inserted nollimg ift hk ruies 
i^iniit Ihe use (^ ard«it spiritsy whereof tiie aioBlBi 
imbibe a o(»^enible qiiamity» chiefly bid »mdc; 
but it does not seem to io them aaj hiurm> «od 1 ne^r 
beavd of their oversteppiag the bamdft of soM^* 
Beeidee the two churches in the great courts^ wluch 
are shaded by ancient eypressesb there a^e twenty 
amaUer chapels, distributed over differeoit parts of the 
monastery, in which prayers are said on certain daySi. 
The monks are now in a more flourishing condition 
than they have been for some yecLrs ; and as they trust 
to the continuance of peaee and order in the dominions of 
the Sultan, they are beginning to repair the mjuries they 
suffered during the revolution, and there is altogether 
an air of in^iovemeot and opulenise t|irou|^iottt the 
establishment 

I wandered over the courts and gallerie$ and 
chapels of this immense building in every direction^ 
aaking questions respeding those thinge which I did 
not understand, and receiving the kindest and most 
dvil attention from every one. In front of the door 
of the largest church a dome, curioudQF painted and giU 
in the interior, and si^^ported by fi>ur ccAumm, protects a 
fine marble vase ten feet in diameter, with a feualain 
in it; in this magmfioent basin the holy water ia 
consecrated with great ceremony on the feast of fbe 
Epiphany.* 

* In the early ages of the Greek church the Epiphany was a day 
of very great solemnity; for not only was the adoration of the 
IfigiealdinitiMleiitiifteth of «lsM»ry, iNtt atod tfce rtiljin^ tl 
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I w«s informed that no female animal of any sort oi 
Und is adfwa>l#d on any part of tho peninsula of Mount 
Athos ; and Aat riaee die days of GonslaBtine the ml o| 
die Holy Mountain had never been contaminated by the 
(vend of a woman's loot* That thin rigid law is infringed 
1^ certain small and aetiye creatures who have the auda 
city to bring their wives and large families within the very 
prednets of the monastery I aoon discovered to my sorrow, 
and heartily regretted that the stem monasdc law was not 
mora rigidly enfbrced; nevertheless, I slept wdl on 
my divan, and &e next morning at sunrise received 
n visit from the agoumenos, who came to wish me good 
dKy» After some conversation on other matters, I inquired 
about the Ubraty, and asked permission to view Its 
contents* The agoiimenos declared him willingness to 
show me everjrthiag that the monastery oontuned. ** But 
firtty" said he, *^ I wish to present you with something 
eoEoelleiit for your break&st ; and from the special good 
win that I bear towards so distinguished a guest I tdiall 
l^pare it with my own hands, and will stay to see yon eat 
It ; for it is reaUy an admiraUe dish, and one not present- 
ed to all persons.*' « Well," thought I, « a good break- 
&al is not a bad thing ;" and the fresh mount«n.air and 
the good night^s rest bad given me an appetite ; so I 
eiprenBed my tfaaidcs for the kind hospitidity of my lord 
abbott and he, sitting down opposite to me on the divan, 

the water into wine at the marriage at Cana, the baptism, and 
even the birth of owr Lord. On this day the holy water is blee»ed 
in the Greek church, by throwing a iraall cross into it« or other- 
wise by holding over it the cross, with a handle attached to it, 
whiek ji umA by the flirask elsrgy in tii« act of btne&tion. 
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prooeeded to prepare his dish. "This," said he, pro- 
duoing a shallow basin half full of a white paste, ^< is the 
principal and most savoury part of this famous dish ; it is 
oomposed of olores of garlic, pounded down, with a certain 
quantity of sugar. With it I will now mix the oil in just 
proportions, some shreds of fine cheese [it seemed to be of 
the white acid kind, which resembles what is called caccia 
caTallo in the south of Italy, and which almost takes the 
skin off your fingers, I believe] and sundry other nice little 
condiments, and now it is completed !" He stirred the 
savoury mess round and round with a large wooden spoon 
until it sent forth over room and passage and cell, over hill 
and valley, an aroma which is not to be described. 
^ Now,'' said the agoumenos, crumbling some bread into it 
with his large and somewhat dirty hands, " this is a dish 
for an emperor! Eat, my friend, my much- respected 
guest ; do not be shy. Eat ; and when you have finished 
this bowl you shall go into the library and anywhere else 
Tou like ; but you shall go nowhere till I have had the 
pleasure of seeing you do justice to this delicious food, 
which, I can assure you, you will not meet with every- 
where." 

I was sorely troubled in spirit. Who could have 
expected so dreadful a martyrdom as this ? The sour 
apple of the hermit down below us was nothing — a trifle 
in comparison! Was ever an unfortunate bibliomaniac 
dosed with such a medicine before ? It would have been 
enough to have cured the whole Roxburgh Club fVom med- 
dling with libraries and books for ever and ever. I made 
every endeavour to escape this honour. <<My Lord," 
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6aid I, <' it is a fast ; I cannot this morning do justice to thli 
delicious viand ; it is a fast; I am under a vow. Ekigliihmea 
must not eat that dish in this month. It would be wrong.; 
my conscience won't permit it, though the odour certainly 
is most wonderful ! Truly an astonishing savour ! Let 
me see you eat it, O agoumenos !" continued 1 ; << for behold, 
I am unworthy of anything so good." ** Excellent and 
virtuous young man !" said the agoumenos, " no, I will not 
eat it. I will not deprive you of this treat. Bat it in 
peace ; for know, that to travellers all such vows are set 
aside. On a journey it is permitted to eat all that is 
set before you, unless it is meat that is offered to idols. I 
admire your scruples ; but be not afraid, it is lawful. 
Take it, my honoured friend, and eat it ; eat it all, and 
then we will go into the library." He put the bowl into 
one of my hands and the great wooden spoon into the 
other : and in desperation I took a gulp, the recollectiotir 
o£ which still makes me tremble. What was to be done ? 
Another mouthful was an impossibility : not all my ardour 
in the pursuit of manuscripts could give me the necessary 
courage. I was overcome with sorrow and despair. My 
servant saved me at last : he said '< that English gentle* 
men never ate such rich dishes for breakfast^ from 
religious feelings he believed; but he requested th^t 
it might be put by, and he was sure I should like it very 
much later in the day." The agoumenos looked vexed, 
but he applauded my principles ; and just then the board 
sounded for church. << I must be off, excellent and worthy 
English lord," said he ; "I will take you to the library, 
ai4 leave you the key. Excuse my att^^dance oii;i y^m 
14» 
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Iheii^ fer my presence is required in the church^ <^ &^I 
got off better tii^n I expected ; Iml the taste <^ thttt^ Itt^fte* 
M sttick to me fbf dajti. f folbwed the good i^gotttneBQi 
to the tibrttry, wtiere be left me to ttiy own doTfceSb 

The ItbfMry It contained III two smalt rooms lobkiftg km 
a nam>w court, which is sifiiftted to the left of li^ great 
oonrt of entrance. One room leadls to the other, and the 
hooks arb disposed on ^Ites in tolerable ord^, but &e 
dust on their venerable heads had not been disturbed fer 
many year^, and it took me some time to make out whui 
they Were, for in old Qrtek libraries few Tblumes have any 
title Wrftten on their back. I made out that there were ftr 
all about five thousand volumes, a very large collection, 
of which about Jbur thousand' were printed boc^ ; tbese 
were mostly divinity, but among them there were several^ 
fine Aldine ctiASsit^ and the editio prittceps of the Antho- 
logia in capital letters. 

The nine hundred manuscripts consisted of sit hundred 
vohimes written upon paper aiftd three hundred on vellum. 
With the exception of four volumes, the former Were all 
divinity, principally littirgies and books of prayer. l%oee 
four vdtrmes were Homer's * Iliad' and Hesiod, neidier of 
which were very old, and two curious and ra&er caify 
manuscripts on botany, ftdl of rudely di^wn figtrree of 
herbs. These were probably the worfca of ©ioscoridei ; 
they Were not in good condition, having been much studied 
by the monks In former days : they were hcrge, thidc 
quartos. Among the three hundred manuscripts on vdlum 
there were many ki^e folios of the woi^ of -St. Chtysos- 
torn and odiet Greek fkthelrs of the church of the «)evenlb 
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mid twelfth centuries, and about fifty oo|Me8 of the Gwpde 
«nd the G^angelifltariimi of nearly the aame i^. Oie 
EyangelMtarinm was in fine uncial letters of the ntnlh 
century; it was a ^tikk quarto, and on the firat leaf 
was an illunilnation (he whole «se of the pi^ cm a gold 
background, representing the donor of the book accompa- 
nied by his wil^ This anotent pcnrtrait was covert^ over 
with a piece^of gauxe. It was a Tory remaricable manu- 
script. There were one quturto and one duodecimo of the 
Acte, Epis^es, and Apocalypse of the eleven^ Century, 
and tme lUio of ^e book of Job^ which had several minia* 
tores in it badly executed in brdliant colors ; this was 
probaMy of the twelfth century. These three manuscripts 
were such volumes as are not often seen kt European 
libraries. All die rest were anthc^ogia and books of 
prayer, nor did I mee( mdi one single leaf of a classic 
author on vellum. I went into the library several times, 
and lodced over all the vellum manuscripts very carefully, 
and i believe that I did not pass by unnoticed anything 
which was particularly interesting in point of subject, 
ftofiquky, or tnuminafion. Several of die copies of the 
€foBpcfls had their titles ornamented with arabescjues, bnt 
none irtmolc me as behig pecnliai'ly viduable. 

The twenty-one monasteries of Mount Athos are sub- 
jected to dffl^rent r^uh^ons. In some the property rs 
at the absolnlto ^pesal of the iigoumenos fbr the time 
h^Dg, but in Che hs^er establiishments (and St. Laura is 
the second in point of consequence) everything belongs to 
the monks in common. Such being the case, it was hope- 
less to expect, in so lai^e a community, that the brethren 
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AaM agree to part with any of their valuables. Indeed, 
M BOOQ as I found out how affairs stood within the walls 
of St. Laura, I did not attempt to purchase anything, as it 
was not advisable to excite the curiosity of the monks 
upon the subject ; nor did I wish that the report should be 
circulated in the other convents that I was come to Mount 
Athos for the purpose o£ rifling their libraries. 

I remained at St. Laura three days, and on a beautiful 
fresh morning, being provided by the monks with mules 
and a guide, I left the good agoumenos and sallied forth 
through the three iron gates on my way to the monastery 
of Caracalla. Our road lay through some of the most 
beautiful scenery imaginable. The dark blue sea was on 
my right at about two miles distance ; the rocky path over 
which I passed was of white alabaster with brown and 
yellow veins; odoriferous evergreen shrubs were all 
around me ; and on my left were the lofty hills covered 
with a dense forest of gigantic trees, which extended to 
the base of the great white marble peak of the mountain. 
Between our path and the sea there was a succession of 
narrow valleys and gorges, each one more picturesque 
than the other ; sometimes we were enclosed by high and 
dense bushes ; sometimes we opened upon forest glades, 
and every here and there we came upon long and narrow 
ledges of rock. On one of the narrowest and loftiest of 
these, as I was trotting merrily along thinking of nothing 
but the beauty of the hour and the scene> my mule stopped 
short in a place where the path was about a foot wide, and« 
standing upon three legs, proceeded deliberately to scratch 
his nose with the fourth. I was too old a mountain tra^^ 
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veller to have old of the hridle, which was safely belayed 
to the pack-saddle; I sat still for fear of making him 
lose his balance^ and waited in yery considerable trepida- 
tion until the mule had done scratching his nose. I was 
at the time half inclined to think that he knew h6 had a 
heretic upon his back, and had made up his mind to send 
me and himself smashing down among the distant rocks. 
If so, however, he thought better of it, and before long, to 
my great contentment, we came to a place where the road 
had two sides to it instead of one, and after a ride of five 
hours we arrived before the tall square tower which 
frowns over the gateway of the monastery of Caraealla. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

The MoMftory of Cartcalia— Ite hettftifiil Situiticm^-fiospilafak 
Reception — Deicription of the Monasteiy — Legend of its Foun- 
chtion — The Chnreh — ^Fine Specimen^ of Ancient Jewellery — 
Hm lib wj^Tke VaLm mttwbed to Ite BMk» by the Aibbd-- 
He agreei to sell some of the MSSw — ^Monastery of Philotheo— 
The Great Monastery of Iveron — History of its Foundation — Its 
Mtegnifioetit £iibnry--4gnortnee of the Monks-^Strperfr M8S. — 
Th« Mmadu reAiie to part wkhi any of the If Sa— Btea^ t|f tbfl 
Scenery of Mount Athos. 

Tm nooasteiy of C^jucalla is not 89 faoge aaSL Lsnra, 
and in many points resembles an ancient Gothic castle. It 
is beautifully situated on a promontory of rock two miles 
from the sea, and viewed from the lofiy ground by which 
we approached it, the buildings had a most striking effect, 
with the dark blue sea for a background and the lofty rock 
of Samotraki looming in the distance, whilst the still more 
remote mountains of Roumelia dosed in the picture. As 
for the island of Samotraki, it must have been created 
solely for the benefit of artists and admirers of the pictu- 
resque, for it is fit for nothing else. It is high and barren, 
a congeries of gigantic precipices and ridges. I suppose 
one can land upon it somewhere, for people live on it who 
are said to be arrant pirates ; but as one passes by it at 
sea, its interminable ribs of grey rock, with the waves 
lashing against them, are dreary-looking in the extreme ; 
and it is only when far distant that it becomes a beautiful 
object. 

I sent in my servant as ambassador to explain that the 
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fim dotntis oBoe i<MnoTed, of the Emperor of aH tte 
Pnuftk* wm at the gate, a«d to akow the letter of tba 
6raek patrian^. Incontmendy tiie agouHienoa made hk 
ap]ieai«iice at the porck witk many cacpreeaoBS oi wel* 
eeme and goodwill. I believe H was longer dma the days 
of Ms life since a Frank had enteved the coKvent, and I 
doobt wheUier he had ever seen oae beiife, for he looind 
so disappointed when he found that I had no tail or koos, 
and borrmg his glorious long heard, that I was so Ikde diibr- 
ent from himself. We made many ^eebes to eac^ ddwar, 
he in heathen Greek and I ia^ English, seasoned with inmi* 
m^pabte bows, gesticulations, and temenafas ; after whioh 
I jumped off my mule and we entered the precincte of the 
monastery, attended by a long train of bearded fadiees 
who came out to stare at me. 

Hie monastery of Caracalhi oorers about one acre of 
ground ; it is surrounded with a high strong wall, over 
wMch ^>pear roofe and domes; and on the left of the great 
squiu*e tower, near the gate, a range of rooms, built of 
wood, project over the battileDients as at the monastery of 
St. Laura. WMiin is a large irr^;«ilar court-yard, in die 
centre of which stands the churchy and several lili^ 
chapeb or rooms fitted up as fAoces of worship are seat*, 
tered about in dii^rent parts of the butldtng among the 
chambers inhabited by the monks. I found tiiat this was 
the uniform ar r an gement in all the monas t eries of Mounts 
AthoSy and in nearly all Gredc monasteries in the Levant. 
This monasteiy was foundled by Caracallos, a Roman: 
wiio he was, or when he liyed^ i doonot knew ; butr fraai 
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its appearance this must be a very ancient estaUkhment. 
By Roman, perhaps, is meant Greek, for Greece is callcid 
Bo\iineli to this day ; and the Ckmstantindpolitans trailed 
themselves Romans in the M time, as in Persia and Koor- 
distan the Saltan is called Roomi Padischab, the Roman 
Emperor, by those whose education and generAl attain- 
ments enable them to make mention of so distant and my^ 
terious a potentate. Afterwards Petrus, Authentes or 
Way wode of Moldavia, sent his protospaithaire, that is his 
chief swordsman or commander.in^hief, to found a monas- 
tery on the Holy Mountain, and supplied him with a sum 
of money for the purpose ; but the chief swordsman, after 
expending a very trivial portion of it in building a small 
tower on the sea-shore, pocketed the rest and returned to 
court. The waywode having found out what he had been 
at, ordered his head to be cut off; but he prayed so ear- 
nestly to be allowed to keep his head and rebuild the monas- 
tery of Caracalla out of his own money, that his master 
consented. The new church was dedicated to St. Peter 
and St. Paul, and ultimately the ex-chief swordsman pre^ 
vailed upon the waywode to come to Caracalla and take 
the vows. They both assumed the same name of Pacho- 
mius, and died in the odour of sanctity. All this, and 
many more legends was I told by the worthy agoomenos^ 
who was altogether a most excellent person ; but he had 
an unfortunate habit of selecting the most windy places for 
detailing them, an open archway, the tq) of an external 
staircase, or the parapet of a tower, until at last he chilled 
ray curiosity 'do^li'^ ^ ^ro. Iti all hk words and acts he 
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constantly referred to brother Joasaph, tha seocmd in < 
mandy to whoee superior wisdom he alwa3r8 seemed to 
boWy and who was quite the right-hand man of the abbots 

My friend first took me to the church, which is of tno^ 
rate size, the walls omamented with stiff fresco pictures 
of the saints, none of them certainly later than the twelfth 
century, and aome probably very much earlier* There 
were some reb'cs, but the silver shrines containing them 
were not remarkable for richness or antiquity. On the 
altar there were two very remarkable crosses, each of them 
about six or eight inches long, of carved wood set in gold 
and jewels of very early and beautiful workmanship ; one 
of them in particular, which was presented to the church 
by the Emperor John Zimisces, was a most curious spe- 
cimen of ancient jewellery. 

This monastery is one of those over which the agoume- 
nos has absolute control, and he was then repairing one 
side of the court and rebuilding a set of rooms which had 
been destroyed during the Greek war. 

The library I found to be a dark closet near the 
entrance of the church ; it had been locked up for 
many years, but the agoumenos made no difficulty in 
breiJdng the old-fashicmed padlock by which the door 
was fastened. I found upon the ground and upon some 
bn^en-down shelves about four or hve hundred volumes, 
chiefly printed books; but amongst them, every now 
and then, I stumbled upon a manuscript: of these 
there were about thirty on vellum and fifty or sixty on 
paper. I picked up a single loose leaf of very ancient 
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uaokd Gimk oharactefBy part of the Goepel of Bl. 
Matthew, written in sbmU square letters and of small 
quarto size. I searched in vain for the ▼olume to whic^ 
this leaf bdonged. 

As I had found it imposnble to purchase aay 
mantncripCs at St. Laura, I feared that the same 
would be the case in other monasteries; however, I 
made bold to ask for this single leaf as a thing of 
small value. 

« Certainly t** said the agoumenos, « what do you 
want it fort'* 

My servant suggested that, perhaps, it might be useful 
to cover some jam pots or vases of preserves which 
I had at home. 

" Oh !*' said the agoumenos, " take some more ;'* 
and, without more ado, he seized upon an unfortunate 
thick quarto manuscript of the Acts and Epistles, and 
drawing out a knife cut out an inch thickness of leaves 
at the end before I could stop him. it proved to be 
the Apocalypse, which concluded the volume, but 
which is rarely found in early Greek manuscripts of 
the Acts: it was of the eleventh century. I ought, 
perhaps, to have slain the tamedde for his dreadfbl 
act of profknation, but his generosity reconciled me 
to his guilt, so I pocketed the Apocalypse, and asked 
him if he would sell me any of the other books, as 
he did not appear to set any particular value upon 
them. 

<* Malista, certdnly,'^ he replisd ; ** how mauy wiH jait 
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hKwt ? They «re of no use to me, and m I am in waal of 
money Ip oon^ilole my buildiago I shall be ymey §lad Ic 
twm th«m to lome iioooiiiit" 

After a good deal of oonyeraatioD, finding tho agon- 
menoa ao aecommodatiog» and ao dMioua to part inth the 
eonleolB of the dark and duaty doaet, I arranged that I 
wcmld leave him for the preaont, and after I had made the 
tour of the other raonaateriei^ woald return to CaracaUl^ 
and take up my abode there until I oould hire a vesaeU (ur 
make some other arrangement lor my return to Con- 
stantino^. Satisfiiotory as this arrangement wes^ I 
neverlh^eas resolved to make sure of what I had already 
got|So I paoked them up oareftiUy in the great saddlebags^ 
to my extreme del^ht. The agoumenos kindly furnished 
me with fresh mul6s» and in the afternoon I prooeecfed to 
the monastery of 

PHILOTHEO, 

which is only an hour's ride from CaraQalla, and stands in 
a little field surrounded by the forest. It is distant from 
the sea about four miles, and is proteoted, like all the 
others, by a high stone wall surrounding the whole of the 
huildiog. The church is curious and interes^ng ; it is 
ornamented with j^resentatmna of saints, and holy men 
in &^90o, \^foa the walls of the interior and in the porch. 
I could not make out when it was buih, bv^ probably 
h^Sssee ^ twelfth century. ArSenius, Phibtheui^ atkt 
Dionysiua were the founders, but who they were did nol 
appear* The monasteiy was repaired, and the refoetory 
enlarged and painted^ in the yeaf 149i^ by Leontilis, • 
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Peb^ii>iMvg KtKXJ^iWy aad his son Alexander. I was sbown 
the reliquaries, but the^r were not remarkable. The 
monks said they had no library ; and there be^ig 
nothing of interest in the monastery, I detennined to go 
on. indeed the expression of the faees of some of these 
monks was so unprepossessing, and their manners so rude, 
although not absolutely uncivil, that I did not feel any 
particular inclination to remain amongst them, so leaving 
a small donation for the church, I mounted my mule and 
proceeded on my journey. 

In half an hour I came to a beautiful waterfall in a 
rooky glen embosomed in trees and odoriferous shrubs, 
the rocks being of white marble, and the flowers such as 
we cherish in greenhouses in England. I do not know 
that I ever saw a more charmingly romantio spot. Ano- 
ther hour brought us to the great monastery of 

IVERON, or IBERON, 
(the Georgian, or Iberian, Monastery.) 

This monastic establishment is of great size. It is 
larger than St. Laura, and might almost be denominated 
a small fortified town, so numerous are the buildings eaii 
courts which are contained within its encircling wall. It 
is situated near the sea, and in its general fbrm Is 
nearly square, with four or five square towers project* 
ing from the walls. On each of the four sides th^re 
are rooms for above two hundred monks. I did not 
learn precisely how many were then inhabiting it^ 
but I should imagine there were above a hundreds Ae, 
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however, many of the members of all the religious oom^ 
munities on Mount Athos are employed in oultlvating the 
numerous farms whioh they possess^ it is probable that 
not more than one-half of the monks are ip jresidenoe at 
any one time. 

This monastery was founded by Theopbania (Theo* 
dora l)p wife of the Emperor Bomanus, the son of Leo 
Sophosy* or the Philosopher, between the years 919 and 
922. It was restored by a Prince of Georgia or Iberia, 
and enlaiged by his son, a caloyer. The church is 
dedicated to the "repose of the Virgin." It has four 
or Qve domes, and is of considerable size, standing by 
itself, as usual, in the centre of the great court, and is 
ornamented with columns and other decorations of rich 
piarbles, together with the ii9ttal fresco puntings on the 
walls. 

The library is a remaricably fine one, perhaps altogether 
the most precious of all those whioh now remain on the 
holy mountain. It is situated over the porch of the church, 
which appears to be the usual place where the books are 
kept in these establishments. The room is of good size, 
well fitted up with bookcases with glass doors, of not very 
old workmanship. I should imagine that about a hundred 
y^ars ago, some ^ agoumenos, or prior, or librarian, must 
have been a reading man ; and the pious care which he 
icfok to anrauige the ancient volumes of the monastery has 
been rewarded by the excellent state of preservation 

• The Emperor Leo the Fij^st was crowned by the Patriarch of 
AAaAoHa in the year 459. He is the first prince on record who 
tmi^Yed hif crown from the hands of abiiihi^. 
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ill which they still remain. Since hk tithe they hare 
probably remained uncfi^urbed. Bvery one couM dee 
tiirough the greenish uneven panes of old glass that there 
was notlnng but books inside, and therefore nobody 
meddled with them. I was allowed to rummage at my 
leisure in this nune (^ arohaological treasure. Having 
taken up my abode for the time being ^ a bheerful room, 
the windows of which commanded a glorious prospect, I 
soon made friends with the literary porticn of the commu- 
nity, which consisted of one thin dd monk, a clelrertsh 
man, who united to many other offices that of librarian. 
He was also secretary to my lord the agoumenos, a kind- 
hearted old g^itlemflm, who seemed to wish everybody 
weU, and who eridently liked much better to sit stiB 
on his divan than to regulate ^ affairs of his c<Hivent4 
The rents, the long lists of tuns of wine and oil, the strings 
of mules laden, with com, which e^^Oie in dally from the 
farms, and all the other comf^ioated details of this m%hty 
cosnobium— over all these, and nUiiiberless other important 
mattes, the thin secretary had full control. 

Some of the young monks, demure hi youths, came into 
the library every now and then, and Wondered what I 
could be doing there, looking ov^r so many books ; wad 
they would take m volume out of my hand when I h«td done 
with it, and gkaidng their ey^ over its ancient vellum 
leaves, would look up inquiringly into my Ikce^ saying, 
"n fvfi ? — ^what is it ? — ^what can be the use of Iboking at 
such old books as these ?'" They were rather in awe of 
the Secretary, who was evidently, in their opinion, a pio- 
digy of learning and eruditioni Bon^, ^ h low Vold^, 
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dMH tiiey tnif^t not be overheard by the wise man, asked 
me where I came from, bow old I was, and whether my 
father was with me ; but they soon all went away, and I 
turned to, in right good earnest, to look for uncial manu- 
soripts and uiduKmn dassic authors. Of theee last there 
was not one on vellum, but on pi4>er there was an oetavo 
manuscript of Sophocles, and a Coptic Psaltery with mi 
Arabic translation^'^ curious book to meet with on Mount 
Athos. Of printed bodes there were, I should think, 
about five thousand— of manuscripts on paper, about two 
thousand; but all religious works of various kinds. 
There were neariy a thousand manuscripts on vellum, and 
these I looked over more carefully than the rest. About 
one hundred of them were in the Iberian language : they 
were meetly immense thick quartos, some of them not less 
Oiim eighteen inches square, and fh>m four to six inches 
thick. One of these, bound in wooden boards, and written 
in lai^e uncial letters, was a magnificent old volume. 
Indeed all these Iberian or Georgian manuscripts were 
superb specimens of ancient books. I was unable to read 
them, and therefore cannot say what they were ; but I 
should imagine that they were church books, and probably 
of high antiquity. Among the Greek manuscripts, which 
were principally of the eleventh and twelfth centuries- 
works of St. Chrysostom, St. Basil, and books for the ser- 
vices of the ritual — I discovered the following, ^hich are 
deserving o^ especial mention : — ^A large folio Bvangelista* 
rium bound in red velvet, about eighteen inches high and 
three thick, written in magnificent uncial letters half an 
inch long, or even more. Three of the illuminations were 
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the irfaole size of the page, and might almost be termed 
pictures from their large proportions; and there were 
several other illuminatioDs of smaller size in different 
parts of the book* This superb manuscript was in admi- 
rable presenratioD, and as clean as if it had been new. It 
had evidently been kept with great care, and appeared to 
have had some clasps or ornaments of gold or silver which 
had been torn off. It was probablj owing to the original 
splendour of this binding that the volume itself had been so 
carefully preserved. I imagine it was written in the ninth 
century. 

Another book, of a much greater age, was a copy of the 
four Grospels, with four finely-executed miniatures of the 
evangelists. It was about nine or ten inches square, 
written in round semiuncial letters in double columns, 
with not more than two or three words in a line. In some 
respects it resembled the book of the Epistles in the 
Bodleian Library at Oxford, This manuscript, in the 
original black leather binding, had every appearance 
of the highest antiquity. It was beautifully written and 
very clean, and yrss altogether such a volume as is not to 
be met with every day. . 

A quarto manuscript of the four Gospels, of the 
eleventh or twelfth century, with a great many (perhaps 
fifty) illuminations. Some of them were unfortunately 
rather damaged. 

Two manuscripts of the New Testament, with the 
Apocalypse. 
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A very fine manuscript of the Psalms, of the eleventn 
Century, which is indeed about the era of the greater 
i)ortion of the vellum manuscripts on Mount Athos. 

There were also some ponderous and magnificent folios 
of the works of the fathers of the Church— some of them, 
I should think, of the tenth century ; but it is difficult, in 
a few hours, to detect the peculiarities which prove that 
manuscripts are of an earlier date than the twelfth cen- 
tury. I am, however, convinced that very few of them 
were written after that time. 

The paper manuscripts were of all ages, from the thir- 
teenth and fifteenth centuries down to a hundred years 
ago ; and some of them, on charta bombycina, would have 
appeared very splendid books if they had not been eclipsed 
by the still finer and more carefully executed manuscripts 
on vellum. 

Neither my arguments nor my eloquence could prevail 
on the obdurate monks to sell me any of these books, but 
my friend, the secretary, gave me a book in his own hand- 
writing to solace me on my journey. It contained a his- 
tory of the monastery from the days of its foundation to 
the present time. It is written in Romaic, and is curious 
not so much from its subject matter as from the entire 
originality of its style and manner. 

The view from the window of the room which I occu- 
pied at Iveron was one of the finest on Mount ^hos. The 
glorious sea, and the towers which command the scarica- 
tojos or landing-places of the different monasteries along 
the coast, and the superb monastery of Stavroniketa like 
a Gothic castle perched upon a beetling rock, with the 

J5 
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splendid fiurest for a background, formed altogether a pic* 
ture totally alK>ye my powers to describe. It ^imqpt ccuq* 
pensated for the numberless tribes of vennin by whjph tl^ 
room was tenanted. In iact^ the nrhole of tb^ scenery ob 
Mount Atbos is so superiatively grand ai^K beai^tiful th||t 
it is useleis to at^^mpt any d^soriptioii* 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 

The Monastery of Starroniketft— The Library — Splendid MS. of 
SI Chryeoetoai— >!%• Moatetwy ef Pfcntocntocae Kainooi Con- 
ditioQ of tb« library— Compute Deftractkm of the Books— Dm- 
appointmen — Oration to the Monks— The Great Monastery of 
Vatopede — ^Its History— Ancient Pictores in the Church — ^Le- 
gohd of tbeGiidUeftbe Kesi«iyifgi»— The libraiy— Wttlth 
»nd Luxury of the Monks— The Monastery of Sphigmenou— 
Beautiful Jewelled Cross— The Monastery of Kiliantari — ^Magnl- 
feent MS. in Ck>ld Letters on White Vellun^ The Monaetsriee 
of Zographooa Castamoneta, Docheiroo, and Xenophour— Tlii 
Exiled Bishops — ^The Library — Very fine MSS. — ^Proposals for 
their Purchase— -Lengthened Negotiations— Their suecessftii 



An hour's ride brought us to the monastery of 

STAVRONIKBTA^ 

which is a smaller building tiian lyeron, with a square 
tower over the gateway. It stands on a roek orerhangii^ 
the sea, against the base of whidi die waves ceaselessly 
beat. It was to this spot that a miraculous picture of 9t. 
Nicholas, archbishop of Myra in Lycia, floated over, of 
its own accord, from I do not know where ; and in conse- 
quence of this auspicious erent, Jeremias, patriarch of 
Constantinople, founded this monastery, of ** the victory 
of the holy cross,'^ about the year 1522. This is the 
account given by the monks ; but firom the appearance 
and architecture of Stavroniketa, I conceive that it is a 
much older building, and that probably the patriarch Jere* 
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mias only repaired or restored it. However that may be, 
- the monastery is in very good order, clean, and well kept ; 
and I had a comfortable frugal dinner there with some of 
the good old monks, who seemed a cheerful and contented 
set. 

The library contained about eight hundred volumes, of 
which nearly two hundred were manuscripts on vellum. 
Amongst these were conspicuous the entire works of St. 
Chrysostom, in eight large folio volumes complete ; and a 
manuscript of the Scala Perfectionis in Greek, containing 
a number of most exquisite miniatures in a brilliant state 
of preservation. It was a quarto of the tenth or eleventh 
century, and a most unexceptionable tome, which these 
unkind monks preferred keeping to themselves instead of 
letting me have it, as they ought to have done. The mi- 
matures were first-rate works of Byzantine art. It was a 
terrible pang to me to leave such a book behind. There 
were also a Psalter with several miniatures, but these were 
partially damaged ; five or six copies of the Grospels ; two 
fine folio volumes of the Menologia, or Lives of the Saints ; 
and sundry ofi^iXo^oi and books of divinity, and the works 
of the fathers. On paper there were two hundred more 
manuscripts, amongst which was a curious one of the 
Acts and Epistles, full of large miniatures and illumina- 
tions exceedingly well done. As it is quite clear that all 
these manuscripts are older than the time of the patriarch 
Jeremias, they confirm my opinion that he could not have 
been the original founder of the monastery. 

It is an hour's scramble over the rocks from Stavroni- 
keta to the monastery of 
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PANTOCRATORAS. 

This edifice was built by Manuel and Alexius Com* 
nenus, and Johannes Pumicerius, their brother. It was 
subsequently repaired by Barbulus and Gabriel^ two 
Wallachian nobles. The church is handsome and 
curious, and contains several relics, but the reliquaries 
are not of much beauty, nor of very great antiquity. 
Among them, however, is a small thick quarto volume 
about five inches square every way, in the handwriting, as 
you are told, of St. John of Kalavita. Now St. John of 
Kalavita was a hermit who died in the year 450, and his 
head is shown at Besan^n, in the church of St. Stephen, 
to which place it was taken after the siege of Constantino- 
pie. Howbeit this manuscript did not seem to me to be 
older than the twelfth century, or the eleventh at the 
earliest. It is written in a very minute hand, and contains 
the Grospels, some prayers, and lives of saints, and is 
ornamented with some small illuminations. The binding 
is very curious : it is entirely of silver gilt, and is of 
great antiquity. The back part is composed of an intri- 
cate kind of chainwork, which bends when the book is 
opened, and the sides are embossed with a variety of 
devices. 

On my inquiring for the library, I was told it had been 
^destroyed during the revolution. It had formerly been 
preserved in the great square tower or keep, which is a 
grand feature in all the monasteries. I went to look at 
the place, and leaning through a ruined arch I looked 
down into the lower story of the tower, and there I saw 
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the melancholy remains of a once famous library. This 
was a dismal spectacle for a derout lorer of old books — a 
lort of biblical knight erraat, as I then considered myselfy 
who had entered on the perilous adTenture of Mount Athos 
to rescue from the thraldom of igporant monka those fiur 
▼ellum volumes, with their bright illuminations and velvet 
dresses and jewelled clasps, which for so many centuries 
had lain imprisoned in their dark monastic dungeons. It 
was indeed a heart-rending sight. By the dim light 
which streamed through the opening of an iron door in 
tiie wall c^ the ruined tower^ I saw above a hundred 
ancient manuscripts lying among the rubbish which had 
fallen firom the upper floor, which was ruinoisi, and had 
in great part given way. Some of these mcuiuscripts 
seemed <]^uite entire — fine large folios ; but the moi^cs said 
they were unapproachable^ for that fioor also on which 
they lay was unsafe, the beams below being rotten from 
the wet and rain which came in through the roof. Here 
was a trap ready set and baited for a bibliographical 
antiqjuary. I peeped at the old manuscripts, looked par- 
ticularly at one or two that were lying in, the middle of the 
floor, and could hardly resist the temptation. I advanced 
cautiously along the boards, keeping close to the wall, 
whilst every now and then a dull cracking noise warned 
me of my danger, but I tried each board by stamping upon 
it with my foot before I ventured my weight upon it. At 
last,, when I dared go no &rther, I made them bring, me a 
long stick, with which I fished up two or three fine manu- 
scripts) and poked them along towards the door. When I 
luid safely landed them, I examined them more at m^ 
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ee^ but I fband that the rain had washed the outer leaves 
^te clean; the pag es wqre^adt tight together intoasolid 
mass, and when I attempted to opea di^ A, they broke short 
off in square bits like a biscuit. Neglect and damp and 
exposure had destroyed them completely. One fine 
^lume^ a large Uiik iti ddfuMe cdtamkto, of nkost venerable 
•ntiiinityv partict^larly grieved tde. I d6 not know how 
manj tnofe manulwfiptt th^r^ niight be under the piles 
of rubbish. Perhaps some of them might still be legible, 
but without assiBtaoee and time i could not deaii out the 
ruins that had fidlett fh>m AhoVe ; a6d t wais unable to 
flsiv^ eveik a sbfap from tMs general tomb of t Whole race 
of hocke. I Cftme o^t of the great to#er, tod sitting down 
dn a ptie of rMns, whh k bedfrdied assembly of grave 
<»b3^ri rotitid me, I iehtei toy sbrToW And indignation in 
« I6ttg oratitrti, Which howev^f j^roduced k very slight 
^eei upoh my alldilbry ; but Whed^er frorii their not t!ih. 
d^MAidlbg IfaTiik^, or my i^ant of eloquence, is matter 
of doUbt. Mf nmn was tfiii^ only p^^n who seemed to 
^ortimiitefat^ thy n^isfortane, and he looked so genuinely 
reied aftdf ^oftty that I liked him the t>etter ever afterwards. 
At length i difehitfteed th^ as^mbly : thdy toddled a#ay to 
i^it sibsttt, m^ F, mbunt^ anew upoh a stotit wdl-fed 
mule, bkdtt adieu t6' (he hospitable agounienos, dmd waisr 
soon oocitpied Ia [ddldn^ ntiy Way dmong the rocks and 
trees t6wardir the nekt Mbht^stery . la two hours' time we 
passed the ruiite of a large bilildfng standing boldly on a 
hill. It had fbmierly been A college ; dnd a magnificent 
aqueduct of ibum^ dbuUe arches— 4hat ii^ two rows of 
ttbher oab' ibote^ ^ 6lhi6r— connected it with aiMier 
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hilly and had a grand efieot, with bng and luxuriant 
masses of flowers streaming from its neglected walls. In 
half an hour more I arrived at 

VATOPEDE. 

This is the largest and richest of all the monasteries of 
Mount Athos. It is situated on the side of a hill where 
a valley opens to the sea, and commands a little harbour 
where three small Greek vessels were lying at anchor. 
The buildings are of great extent, with several towers and 
domes rising above the walls : I should say it was not 
smaller than the upper ward of Windsor Castle. The 
original building was erected by the Emperor Constantino 
the Great. That worthy prince being, it appears, much 
afflicted by the leprosy, ordered a number of little children 
to be killed, a bath of juvenile blood being considered an 
excellent remedy. But while they were selecting them, 
he was told in a vision that if he would become a Christiigi 
his leprosy should depart from him : he did so, and was 
immediately restored to health, and all the children lived 
long and happily. This story is related by Moses Cho- 
rensis, whose veracity I would not venture to doubt. 

In the fifth century this monastery was thrown down by 
Julian the Apostate. Theodosius the Great built it up 
again in gratitude for the miraculous escape of his son 
Arcadius, who having fallen overboard from his galley in 
the Archipelago, was landed safely cm this spot through 
the intercession of the Virgin, to whose special honour 
the great church was founded: fourteen other chapels 
within the walls attest the piety of other individuals* In. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Chap. XXVL MONASTERY OP VATOPKOB. 849 

the year 802 the Saracens landed, destroyed the monastery 
hy fire, slew many of the monks, took the treasures and 
broke the mosaics ; but the representation of the Blessed 
yii^;in was indestructible, and still remained safe and 
perfect above the altar. There was also a well under the 
altar, into which some of the relics were thrown and 
afterwards recovered by the community. 

About the year 1300 St. Athanasius the Patriarch 
persuaded Nicholaus and Antonius, certain rich men 
of Adrianople, to restore the monastery once more, 
which they did, and taking the vows became monks 
and were buried in the narthex or portico of the 
church. I may here observe that this was the nearest 
approach to being buried within the church that was 
permitted in the early times of Christianity, and such 
is still the rule observed in the Greek Church : altars 
were, however, raised over the tombs or places of execu- 
tion of martyrs. 

This church contains a great many ancient pictures of 
small size, most of them having the background overlaid 
with plates of silver-gilt : two of these are said to be por- 
traits of the Empress Theodora. Two other pictures of 
lai^r size and richly set with jewels are interesting as 
having been brought from the church of St. Sophia at 
Constantinople, when that city fell a prey to the Turkish 
arms. Over the doors of the church and of the great 
refectory there are mosaics representing, if I remember 
rightly, saints and holy persons. One of the chapels, a 
separate building with a dome which had been newly 
repairedi is dedicated to the *< Preservatiim of the Girdle 
16* 
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of tha BlMsed Yixfpn" a rdic whidi most be a aoorce of 
ooDsiderabla revenue to the monartery, for they teiiMt 
divided it into two part% and one half is sent into Greeatf 
and the other half into Asia Mincnr whenever the plague itf 
raging! in thoee ocmntries, and all those who ure afflioled 
with that- terriblft disease aie sure to be oared if theje^ 
touch it} which thej-raie idlowed to do* *'far (pcotrndef'- 
aUan,*' On my inquiring bow the Bx>nastery bectame 
possessed of so inestimable a medieine, I wad ^paveiy 
informed that, after the assumption of the Blessed Yiigin^i 
8u Thomas went up to heaven to pay her a visit, andr 
there sha presented him with her g&rdle^^ My informant' 
appeared to have the mostunshakeableconviotion as to.the^ 
truth of this hislory^ and ex^^ressed great surprise that I> 
had never heaid itbe^e. 

The libcaryi although oontainiDgL nearly four thousand^ 
printed beoksi has none of>any:hi^aiJttqiiily,orottaQy aab^- 
ject but divinity. There are also about a thousand nsanu^ 
aoriplB^ of whiek three at four hundred are^ on-vellum ; 
amofigst^ theee- tberw are^ three ^sopkstof the works of 8t^ 
Chrysestom.: thegr abe have faos^ head inthe cdiurolF^^t^ 
goldaa nnu^j out of which ptoceeded: the voice whk&> 
shook the-eoipife with.tho thunder of its denuneiatieBSi; 
The moet^ciiiioiis maaasoripls aiesir roUa^of ppc hn ie at, 
each tea inehes wide «nd about ten feeti long^ oontalni^- 
prayers for festivals on ithe anniversaries of'the^feundatko 
of certainxhumhaas Theve were at this time afabve three' 
hundred monldB resident in the monasCiery ; xmmy of these 
held offiees andplaeeeof dainty under the ageuMiiam^ 
whoset eatribfahmgnt reaembled the' ooon oP &-> peiqF 
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fldvefeign prince. Altogether Mm oonvent well iUus* 
trates what some of the great monastic estaUisfaments in 
l^gland must have been betne the ReformatiOQ. It 
<xyvers at ledst Amr acres of grotindy and oonteins so man j 
separate buildirigs within its massire walls that it re- 
eembles a fortified town. Bverydiing told of wealth and 
indolence. When I arrived the lord abixit was asleep; 
lie was too greal a flaan to be aroused ; he had eaten 
« full meal in his own apartment, and he could not be 
disturbed. Hitf secretary, K thin pale monk, was deputed 
to show m^tke wonders of the place, and as we proceeded 
dirdUgh the diflforent chapels and enormous magasines of 
corh, wine, and oil, the officers of the different depart- 
ments bent down t6 kiss his hand, for he was high in the 
fiivour of mj lord the abbot, and was evidently a man not 
Co be slighted by the inferior authorities if th^ wished to 
get on abd prosper. The cellarer was a sly old fellow 
with a thin grey beard, and looked as if he could tell a 
good story of an evening over a flagon of good wine. 
Except at some of the palaces in Grermany I have never 
seen'such gigantic tuns as th6se in the cellars at Vatopede. 
T^^ oil i^ k^ in marble v'essels of the size and shape of 
saroopha^^ and there is a curious pictutre in the etitraace 
tbom of th6 o^sto^, which represents the mbaculous 
iocreasd in tbdr stock' of oil during a year of scarcity, 
when, through ^le inteAsession of a piousr monk who then 
had charge of that department, the marble badtils, which 
^ere' a^moA empiy^ ov^illowed, and a river of fine fresh 
ihI poured in torrents through the door. The frame of this 
pictBve is alBk with jewels, and it afpears to be veiy 



Digitized by 



Google 



M8 MONASTBET OF SfHIOKENOV. Cbap. XXVL 

ancient. The refectory is an immense room ; it stands 
in front of the church and has twenty- four marble tables 
and seats, and is in the same cruciform shape as that at 
BL Laura. It has frequently accommodated five hundred 
guests, the servants and tenants of the abbey, who come 
on stated days to pay their rents and receive the bene- 
diction of the agoumenos. Sixty or seventy fat mules are 
kept for the use of the community, and a very consider- 
able number of Albanian servants and muleteers are 
lodged in outbuildings before the great gate. These, un- 
like their brethren of Epirus, are a quiet, stupid race, and 
whatever may be their notions of another world, they 
evidently think that in this there is no man living equal in 
importance to the great agoumenos of Vatopede, and no 
earthly place to compare with the great monastery over 
which he rules. 

From Vatopede it requires two hours and a half to ride 
to the monastery of 

SPHIGMENOU, 

which is a much smaller establishment. It is said to have 
been founded by the Empress Pulcheria, sister of the Em- 
peror Theodosius the younger, and if so must be a very 
ancient building, for the empress died on the 18th of 
February, in the year 453. Her brother Theodosius was 
known by the title or cognomen of xaXXi/^a<po;, from the 
beauty of his writing : he was a protector of the Nestorian 
and Eutychian heretics, and ended his life on the 20th of 
October, 460. 
This monastery is situated in a narrow valley close to. 
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the 8ea> squeezed in between three little hills^ from which 
circumstance it derives its name of cf^i/fuvo^, " squeezed 
together.'' It is inhabited by thirty monks, who are 
cleaner, and keep their church in better order and neatness 
than most of their brethren on Mount Athos. Among the 
relics of the saints, which are the first things they show to 
the pilgrim from beyond the sea, is a beautiful ancient 
cross of gold, set with diamonds. Diamonds are of very 
rare occurrence in ancient pieces of jewellery ; it is indeed 
doubtful whether they were known to the ancients, ada- 
mantine being an epithet applied to the hardness of steely 
and I have never seen a diamond in any work of art of the 
Roman or classical era. Besides the diamonds the oros» 
has (HI the upper end and on the extremities of the two 
arms three very fine and large emeralds, each fastened on 
with three gold nails ; it is a fine specimen of early jewel- 
lery, and of no small intrinsic value. 

The library is in a room over the porch of the churdi : 
it contains about 1500 volumes, half of which are manu- 
scripts, mostly on paper, and all theological. I met with 
four copies of the Grospels and two of the Epistles, all the 
others being books of the church service and the usual 
felios of the fathers. There was, however, a Russian or 
Bulgarian manuscript 6f the four Gospels with an illumi- 
nation at the commencement of each Grospel. It is written 
in capital letters, and seemed to be of considerable anti- 
quity. I was disappointed at not finding manuscripts of 
greater age in so very ancient a monastery as this is ; but 
perhaps it has undergone more squeezing than that 
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On tbe saft^hore Hot hr from S(>higtne&oU are the ruiiifl 
of the mooMtery of Su Baeil, oppeeite » smdl totky ii^iEttd 
IS' the saa^ wfaooh I left at this pointy and strikia^ up thd 
ootwtry arrived in* an hoards time at the itionastdiy of 

KILIANTARI, 

or a thotistnd lions. This is a large bnildiagy of which 
the gnmnd plan resembles the shape df an open fan; It 
sfonds in a volieyt and contained, when L entered its hoa^ 
pliable galesy about fifty monks. They preserve ixi the 
s a cristy a sbperb ohaUce, of a kind of bloodstone set iii 
gcM, about a foot hi^ mm! eight inches wide, the gift of 
one' of the^ B3rzantine emperors. This monaster^ was 
founded by^ SimeoD, Prince of Servio, I could not nmko 
out at what time. In the library they had no ^eat num- 
ber of books; and what there were were all Rt»st«n or 
Bo^forian : I sow none which seemed to be of great anti- 
quity . Oh inquiring^ however, whether they had not some 
Grreek manuscripts, the Agoumenos said they had one, 
which be went and bro^ight me out of the siu^risty ; add 
this, to my* admiration and surprise, waanot only the fineiift 
monttfitoript on Motmt Athod, but the finest that I bad met 
with in ahy^ Greek moiiai^]^ with the single exception of 
the goMen n^anuscMpt of the New Testament at Mount 
8insa. It was a 4fo. EvangeliittariUm, Written in golden 
letters on fine white vellum. The characters were a kind 
of semi-uncial, rather round in thmr fi»ms, of large sla^ 
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toriiig mfeuiy oofitrac^ons and abbreviadoiWy in tfarae vfr- 
spects resembling the Mount Smai BIS. Tfait nmgaUMtil 
Tdiitfti# wa0 gIfigB to-ib^ mooileteiy by the Bnpirar An- 
dfMioiirConmeiiiif aboiot the jwar 1184; it ia omm^ 
quently not an early MS.» but itv iitaperiid oiigin rtodani 
it interesting to the admirers of literary treasures, while 
the very rare occurrence of a Greek MS. written in letters 
of gokl wt>uld make it m nxwt< desirable and importwi 
aeqdisiliofl to any rdyal IttMrary ; Ibr beddes Aw two 
above-mendoMd there are no^ 1 believe^ mom than a »N n 
or ei^ M9^ of this description in exislracev and of tbeso 
sevefftti^ are merely iVagments, and only one 19 on wMb^ 
Tellum^ thi« is in Uie library of the Holy Synod at Mos^ 
o^w. Five of the others are on blue cft purple veilum; 
vnuy Cod^r Cottontafnus, in the British Museum, Titus C. 
Id, a fhigment of the Gospels ; an octavo Bvangelistarium 
at yiefma; a fragment of the books of Genesis and St« 
Luke in silver letters at Vienna } the Codex Turicensia 
of part of the Psalms ; and six leaves of the Goepeb of 
9t* Matthew in silver letten with the imtials in gold in the 
Vatican. There may possibly be others, but I have neve^ 
beard of them* Latin M8S. in gcHdeit letters are raUch 
leair soaroe, but Greek MSS., even those which merely 
oontaln two or three pages written; in gold letters; are of 
snob rarity thai hardly a dozeti are to be met with: of 
these there are three in the library at Parham. I think the 
Codex Ebnerianus has one or two pages written in gold, 
and the tables of a gospel in Jerusalem are in gold on deep 
fmpkmyiiitattu At Ikis oMinMit I do net renefeaher aajr 
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more, although doubtless there must be a few of these par* 
tially ornamented volumes scattered through the great 
libraries of Europe. 

From Kiliantari, which is the last monastery on the N.E. 
side of the promontory, we struck across the peninsula, 
and two hours' riding brought us to 

ZOGRAPHOU, 

tiirough plains of rich green grass dotted over with gigan- 
tic single trees, the scenery being like that of an English 
park, only finer and more luxuriant as well as more exten- 
sire. This monastery was founded in the reign of Leo 
Sophos, by three nobles of Constantinople who became 
monks ; and the local tradition is that it was destroyed by 
the " Fofpt of Rome.'' How that happened I know not, 
but it was rebuilt in the year 1502 by Stephanus, Way- 
wode of Moldavia. It is a large fortified building of very 
imposing appearance, situated on a steep hill surrounded 
with trees and gardens overlooking a deep valley which 
opens on the gulf of Monte Santo. The MSS. here are 
Bulgarian, and not of early date ; they had no Greek 
MSS. whatever. 

From 2k>graphou, following the valley, we arrived at a 
lower plain on the sea coast, and there we discovered that 
we had lost our way ; we therefore retraced our steps, and 
turning up among the hills to our left we came in three 
hours to 

CASTAMONETA, 
whiohy had we tak^i the right road, we might have reached 
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in oae. This is a very poor moDastery, but it is of great 
age and its architecture is picturesque : it was originally 
founded by Constantino the Great. It has no library nor 
anything particularly well worth mentioning, excepting 
the original deed of the Emperor Manuel Paleologus, with 
the sign manual of that potentate written in very laige 
letters in red ink at the bottom of the deed, by which he 
granted to the monastery the lands which it still retains. 
The poor monks were much edified by the sight of the 
patriarchal letter, and when I went away rang the bells of 
the church tower to do me honour. 

At the distance of one hour from hence stands the 
monastery of 

DOCHEIROU. 

It is the first to the west of those upon the south-west 
shore of the peninsula. It is a monastery of great size, 
with ample room for a hundred monks, although inhabited 
by only twenty. It was built in the reign of Nicephorus 
Botoniates, and was last repaired in the year 1578, by 
Alexander, Waywode of Moldavia. I was very well 
lodged in this convent, and the fleas were singularly few. 
The library contained two thousand five hundred volumes, 
of which one hundred and fifty were vellum MSS. I 
omitted to note the number of MSS. on paper, but amongst 
them I found a part of Sophocles and a fine folio of Sui- 
das's Lexicon. Among the vellum MSS. there was a folio 
in the Bulgarian language, and various works of the 
fathers. I found also three loose leaves of an Evangelis- 
tarium in uncial letters of the ninth century, m^ch had 
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been lut out of some ancient yolume, for which I hmiM^ 
in tKi diut in vain. The monks gave nUe these Iht^ 
kttYev on my asking for them, for even a few pages of subfc 
a manuscript as this are not to be despised. 
From DooheifOtt it is only a distance of half an hb^ tb 

XENOPHOU, 

which stands upon the sea shore* Here they were builds 
ing a church in the centii^ of the great court, which, wheii 
it is finished, will be the largest oh Mount Athos. Tlnreer 
Greek bishops were living here in exile. I did not leai^ 
what the holy prelates had done, but their misdeeds had 
been found out by the Patriarch, and he had sent them herv 
to rusticate. This monastery is of a moderate size ; its 
founder was St. Xenophoii, regarding whose history or the 
period at which he Hved I am unable to giv6 any itiferfi&a- 
tion, as nobody knew an3rthing about him on the spot, and 
I cannot find him in any catalogue of saints whleh^ I pos^' 
sess. The ihonastery was repaired in the 3rear 1549 by 
Dtozulas Bomious and Badulus, who were brothers, and* 
Banus (the Ban) Barbulud, all three noblei^ of Hungary^ 
and was afterwards beautified by Matthaeus, Way wode of 
Bessarabia. 

The library oonsists of fifteen hundred printed bbok^^ 
nineteen MSS. on paper, eleven on velluni, and three rotia 
cm parchment, containing litui^es for particular days.* 
Of the MSS. Oft vellum there were three which nierit ^ 
description. One was a fine 4to. of part of the works of 
St^ Ghrysostom, of great antiquity, but not id uncii^ list* 
Ism. Another was b^^x>. of the four Qoi^iels bound ia^ 
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faded red v^ret with silver clasps. This book they 
affirmed to be a royal present to the mcttastery ; it was <if 
the eleveDth or twelfth oeaiury^ and was peculiar fioin the 
teat being accompanied by a vdiuBinous coBMneatary oft 
the n^^s(pik and several ptges of calendars) prefaces^ ito^ 
at the beginning. The headings oi the Gkispds weie 
written in large plain letters of gold. In the libraries of 
forty Greek monasteries I have oi^y taek with oae other 
copy of the Gbspels with a commentary. The third manu^ 
script was an immeose quarto Evangelistartum sixteen 
inches square, bound m fttded green or blue velvet, and 
said to be in the autograph of the Ekn^ror Alexius Cota^ 
nenos. The text throughout on each page was written in 
the form of a cross. Two of the pages are in purple ink 
powdered with gM, and these, there is erery reason to 
suppose, are in the handwriting of the imperial scribe him* 
s^f ; for the Byzantine sovereigns affected to write only 
in purple^ as their deeds and a magnificent MS. in another 
monaetic lilNrary, of which I have not given an accoudl Im 
these pages, ean testify : the tides of dus sup^l) volume^ 
are written in goldy covering the whole page. Altogether,) 
although not in uncial letters, it was amoi^ the fines! 
Greek MSS. that I had ever seen — ^perhaps, next to the 
uncied MSS., the finest to be met with anywhere. 

I asked the monks whedier they were inclined to part 
with these three books^ and oifered to purchase them and 
the parchment rolls. There was a> litde coosultadon 
among them, and then they desired to be ^own those 
which I particularly eoveted* Then there war ahotirav 
oansultaticPir and thev asked me which I iet tb6 gr^ateak 
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value on. So I said the rolls, on which the three rolls 
were unrolled, and looked at, and examined, and peeped 
at by the three monks who put themselves forward in the 
business, with more pains and curiosity than had probably 
been ever wasted upon them before. At last they said it 
was impossible, the rolls were too precious to be parted 
with, but if I liked to give a good price I should have the 
rest ; upon which I took up the St. Chrysostom, the least 
valuable of the three, and while I examined it, saw from 
the comer of my eye the three monks nudging each other 
and making signs. So I said, " Well, now what will you 
take for your two books, this and the big one ?" They 
asked fiye thousand piastres ; whereupon, with a look of 
indignant scorn, I laid down the St. Chrysostom and got 
up to go away ; but after a good deal more talk we 
retired to the divan, or drawing-room as it may be called, 
of the monastery, where I conversed with the three exiled 
bishops. In course of time I was called out into another 
room to have a cup of coffee. There were my friends the 
three monks, the managing committee, and under the divan, 
imperfectly concealed, were the corners of the three splendid 
MSS. 1 knew that now all depended on my own tact 
whether my still famished saddle-bags were to have a 
meal or not that day, the danger lying between offering 
too much or too little. If you offer too much, a Greek, a 
Jew, or an Armenian immediately thinks that the desired 
object must be invaluable, that it must have some magical 
properties, like the lamp of Aladdin, which will bring 
wealth upon its possessor if he can but find out its secret ; 
and he will either ask you a sum absurdly large, or will 
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refuse to sell it at any price, but will lock it up and be. 
come nervous about it, and examine it over and over again 
privately to see what can be the cause of a Frank's offer, 
ing 80 much for a thing apparently so utterly useless. On 
the other hand, too little must not be offered, for it would 
be aa indignity to suppose that persons of consideratior. 
would condescend to sell things of trifling value — ^it 
wounds their aristocratic feelings, they are above such 
meannesses. By St. Xenophou, how we did talk! for 
five mortal hours it went on, I pretending to go away 
several times, but being always called back by one oi 
other of the learned committee. I drank coffee and sher 
bet and they drank arraghi; but in the end I got the 
great book of Alexius Comnenus for the value of twenty- 
two pounds, and the curious Gospels, which I had treated 
with the most cool disdain all along, was finally thrown 
into the bargain, and out I walked with a big book under 
each arm, bearing with perfect resignation the smiles and 
S00& of the three brethren, who could scarcely contain their 
laughter at the way they had done the silly traveller. 
Then did the saddle-bags begin to assume a more comely 
and satisfactory form. 

After a stirrup cup of hot coffee, perfumed with the 
incense of the church, the monks bid me a joyous adieu ; 
I responded as joyously : in short every one was charmed, 
except the mule, who evidently was more surprised than 
pleased at the increased weight which he had to carry. 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 

The Monastery of Russico— Its Courteous Abbot— The Monastery 
oT Xerepotttmo— Ili Histovy— Higb ClMraote> ol Ids Aldio(>«- 
Exciirsion totk^ Monasteries of St. Nicholafl and Sitp Pionwus— 
Interesting Relics— Magnificent Shrine— The Library— The 
Monastery of St Paul — Respect shown by the Monks— BeautlM 
MS,— Bitraiwdiiiiry LiberfOi^ ma Kinfteesp ^f t^ Abb^ ml 
Monks— A valuable Acquisition at little Cost— The Monastery 
of Simopetra — Purchase of MS. — ^The Monk of Xeropotamo — 
His Ideas about Womes— Bxcursio^ to Caritft>-'^ho Mo omttiy 
of CfUjUtlouinomisi— The Russiai^ Book-Ste9ler— History of t|ie 
Monastery— Its reputed Destruction by the Pope of Rome— The 
Aga of Cairez — ^Interriew in a Kiosk— The She Cat of Mount 



From Xenophou I went oa to 

RU5SIC0* 

where also they were repah^g ^e ii^^ei^ wfakdi 
diibrent parts of the ecMftoe had sustained dimng die late 
Greek war. The agouaienos of th^ monastery mem a 
remarkably gentlemanlike a^d ap^oH^dli^d man ; he 
spoke several languages and ruled over a hundred and 
thirty monks. They had, however, iMoongst them all only 
nine MSS., aikd those were of no interest. The agoumo- 
nos told me that the monastery ftrmerty possessed a MS. 
of Homer on veltum, which he sold to two ^glbh gen- 
tlemen some years ago, who were immediately aAerwaida 
plundered by pirates, and the MS. thrown into the sea. 
As I never heard of any Englishman having been at 
Mount Athos since the days of Dr. Clarke and Dn 
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Carlysle, I could not make out who these gentlemen were | 
probably they were Frenchmen, or £urq)ean8 of woam 
other nation. However, the idea of pirates gave me a 
horrid qualm ; and I thought bow dreadful it would be 
if they thi^w my Alexius Comnenu9 into the sea ; it made 
me feel quite uncomfortable. This monastery was built 
by the Empress Catherine the First, of Russia— or, to 
speak more eorrectly, repaired by her— *fiMr it was origi- 
nally iMmded 1^ Saint Lazarus Kneies, of Serria, and 
the church dedicated to St. Panteleemoii the Martyr. A 
Tide of an hour brought me to 

XEROPOTAMO, 

whsiie I wa9 received with so much hospHalHy 9pA Ipiid- 
nsm that I d0termined to mak^ it my h^ad-quartero while I 
visited tb^ other mpnasterie^, which from thw place could 
reiMUly be approached by 9ea. I was touiM^ in pio. 
curing 4 boat with two p)en*-*a sf^ of navi^l liay brethren, 
-rwbp agreed to row me about wherever I liked, and bring 
me back to Xeropotamo fo^r fifty pii^e^ and thici they 
wddd do whenever I ohofsei as they w^re not very par- 
ticular about time» an article upon '^hich they evidently 
■at sQfiall yidue. 

This mona^iy vfa^ founded by the Gnipevqr Bpmanui^ 
about the yewr 930; it was rebuilt by Andronicus the 
Second in 1330 ; in the sixteenth century i^ wa«| thrown 
down by an earthquake, and was again sepaised hy th» 
Sultan Selim the First, or at least during Ms r^^ign^-thal 
i% fihout l^lQt* It was in a misou^i conditiiotl in t}^ 
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lution it was again dismantled ; at the time of my visit 
they were actively employed in restoring it. Alexander, 
Waywode of Wallachia, was a great benefactor to this 
and other monasteries of Athos, which owe much to the 
piety of the different Christian princes of the Danubian 
states of the Turkish Empire. 

The library over the porch of the church, which is 
large and handsome, contains one thousand printed books 
and between thirty and forty manuscripts in bad condition. 
I saw none of consequence : that is to say, nothing except 
the usual volumes of divinity of the twelflh century. In 
the church is preserved a large piece of the holy cross 
richly set with valuable jewels. The agoumenos of 
Xeropotamo, a man with a dark-grey beard, about sixty 
years of age, struck me as a fine specimen of what an abbot 
of an ascetic monastery ought to be ; simple and kind, yet 
clever enough, and learned in the divinity of his church, he 
set an example to the monks under his rule of devotion and 
rectitude of conduct ; he was not slothful, or haughty, or 
grasping, and seemed to have a truly religious and cheer- 
ful mind. He was looked up to and beloved by the whole 
community ; and with his dignified mtmner and appear- 
ance, his long grey hair, and dark flowing robes, he gave 
me the idea of what the saints and holy men of old must 
have been in the early days of Christianity, when they 
walked entirely in the faith, and — if required to do so — 
willingly gave themselves up as martyrs to the cause : 
when in all their actions they were influenced solely by 
the dictates of their religion. Would that such tiibes 
would come again ! But where eVery one sets up a ilew* 
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religion for himself and when people laugh M, and ridicule 
Ihoee things which their ignorance prevents them firon 
appreciating, how can we hope &r this ? 

Eariy in the morning I started from my oomfortahle 
oouch, and ran scrambling down the hill, over the rolling- 
stones in the dry bed of the torrent on which the monas- 
tery of the " dry river*' (^pHtvrofiw — courou chesm6 in 
Turkish) is built. We got into the boat: our carpets, 
scHne oranges, and various little stores for a day's journey, 
which the good monks had jnipplied us with, being brought 
down by sundry good-mttured lubberly xacaxvfiifivoi— 
nligioas youths — who were delighted at having something 
to do, and were as pleased as children, at having a good 
heavy pra3ring-carpet to carry, or a basket of oranges, or 
a ci^iion &om the monastery. They all waited on the 
i^ore to see us oiT, and away we went along the coast. 
As the sun got up it became oppressively hot, and the 
first monastery we came abreast of was that of Simopetra, 
which is perched oa the top of a perpendicular rock, five 
or six hundred feet high at least, if not twioe as much. 
This rather daunted me : and as we thought perhaps to- 
m<Hrrow would not be so hoi, I put off climbing up the 
precipice for the present, and rowed gently on in the calm 
sea till we came to the monastery of 

ST. NICHOLAS, 

the smallest of all the convents of Mount Athos. It wto 
a most picturesque building, stuck up on a rock, and is 
£unous for its figs, in the eating of which, in the absence 
of more interesting matter, we all enjoyed ourselves a ootf- 

16 
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•idemble tinw ; diey were marveiloudy dooi ani ^eticiMM^ 
and there w«fe such quantities of tl^m^ We land ^ti% 
boatmen sat in the ^ade, and enjoyed durselvea tM ^9% 
were aidtained of staying any longer. I fbifgoU to cisk who 
the fimnder was. There was no library; in fWct^ fher^ 
WM notMng but figs ^ so w« gm ifito ^ hoest again, aai 
•weltered on a qtmrtor of ui hoiflr 4»oi^ and then w% 
came to 

ST. DIONISIUS. 

This SK»«stery is also built upon a reek imaiedifttel|r 
«bove the sea ; it is of moderate mxe^ but is In good ref>akL 
There was a loc^ <^ oonaifofl about it that ealronred <^ 
easy drcnmstanees, but the number of modes in it was 
small. Altpg^her this moBasteryi es i^ards the aMi^ui- 
ties it contained, w«s the most inter^Mii^ of alL Tkt 
chureh, a good^2ed building, is in « Tory peileol stste ^ 
preservation* Hanging on the wall near the door of ctt- 
tranoe was a portrait painted on Wood, about three ftet 
square, in a frame of silver^ilt, set With jewels ; it repre^ 
sented Alexius Comnenue, Emperor ^ Trebiixmde, th6 
founder of the iMonastery. He it Wa% I belteTe, who 
built that most beautifol chtirc^ a Iktle Iray out of ^le 
town of Trebizonde, which is cidled St. Sofia^ pr^aMy 
from its resemblance to the cathedral of Constantinople. 
He is drawn in his imperial robes, and the portrait is (me 
of the most curious I e^irer saw. He foimded this ehuroh 
in the year 1880 ; and Neagulus and Peter, Wnywodes 
of Bessailabia, restored Bnd repaired the monastery^ 
There fms another curious for^slt of « lady ; I ^ sMC 
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leftm wliD it Wftfl : very probably tlie Empress Puteheiifti 
wt ebe RcMtandra Donma (Domiiia ?), wife of Alexaiideri 
Way wode of Wallaohia ; ht both these ladies were beiie>. 
fiMstors to the ooBvenl. 

I was tak^ as a pilgrinH to the ohuroh) and we stood 
iiiihe middle of the floor btifofe iheikm€rmiHi whilst the 
asonks^hroiight out an otd-ikshloaed low wooden tablo) 
Qpoft which they plaoed the relics of ^ saints which they 
presumed we came %o adore* Of these some wers Tory 
ic^rdsting specimens of intricate workmanship and superb 
and precious materii^. One was a patera, of a kind of 
china or paste, made, as I imagine, of a multitude of ttt>«* 
poises gvoond down together, fer it was loo large to be of 
•OS single tunqnoise ^ there is one of Uie same kind, bat 
of ftkf inferior workmanship^ in the treasury of 8t. Mato* 
Tim manrelkius dish is carved in tery high relief wiHh 
minme figtires er litOe sMtuss of the saints, wfth inserip. 
tieoi in rery early Chreek. It is set in pure geld, ridily 
woricsd, and was a gift from the Empress or imperisi 
Frittoess Puloheria. Then there was an ieviduable shrim 
ftir the head of 8l John the Bapti^, whose bones and ano» 
thet of ys heads are in the cathedral at Qenoa» St. Jeha 
Laftsran also boasts a head of 9t John, but that may ha^e 
bsio»ged to St. John die Etang«4ist. This shrine was the 
gift cf Neagulus, Waywode or Ho^podarof Walla^^iat 
it Is about two feet long and two ibet high^ and is in the 
shape of a Byzantine church ; the matericd is dlyer.gil^ 
bst the admirable and angular style of tlm woritmanship 
glt«s it a value far surpassing ks intrinsic worth. The 
reef Is ccuvered with ih^ do m e s of goM^ on each ride ft 
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has sizteoi reoesses, in which are, portraits of the saifits 
in nielloy and at each end there are eight others* All the 
windows are enriched in open-work tracery, of a strangis 
■ort of Gothic pattern, unlike anything in Europe. 1^ is 
altogether a w<»iderful and precious monum^it oi ancient 
art, the production of an almost unknown couitfryi rich, 
quaint, and original in its design and executioD, and ia 
indeed ooe of the most curious objects gsx Mount Athos ; 
although the patera of the Princess Pulcheria might pro- 
baUy be amsidered of greater value. There were many 
other shrines and reliquaries, but none of any particular 
interest. 

I next proceeded to the library, which contained not 
much less than a thousand mianuscripts, half on paper and 
half on vellum. Of those on vellum the most valu&Ue 
were a quarto Evangelistarium, in uncial letters, and in 
beaatifiil preservati<m ; another Evangelistarium, of which 
three fly-leaves were in early uncial Gredc; a small 
quarto of the Dialc^es of St* Gregory, SuiKjoyol Tgsyogtw rw 
^tXo/ou, not in uncial liters, with twelve fine miniatures; 
a small quarto New Testament, containing the Apooa« 
lypse ; and some magnificent folios of the Fathers of the 
eleventh century; but not one classic author. Among 
the manuscripts on paper were a folio of the Iliad of 
Homer, badly written, two copies of the works of Diony- 
sius the Areopagite, and a multitude of books for ihe 
phuroh-service. Alas ! they would part with nothii^. 
The library was altc^ether a magnificent coUecdcHi, and 
for the most part well preserved : they had no great num^ 
ber of printed books. I should imagine thi^ this 
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teiy must, from some fortunate accident, have suffered leas 
fiKxn spoliation during the late revolution than any of the 
others ; for considering that it is not a very large establidi* 
ment, the number of valuable things it ocmtained was 
quite astonishing. 

A quarter of an hour's row brought us to the 
searioatojo of 

ST. PAUL, 

fiom whraoe we had to walk a mile and a half up a stee[^ 
hill to the monastery, where building repairs were going 
on with great activity. I was received with cheerful 
hospitality, and soon made the acquaintance of four 
monksi who amongst them spoke English, French, Italian, 
and German. Having been instelled in a separate bed- 
room, deanly furnished in the Turkish style, where I 
subsequently enjoyed a delightful night's rest, undisturbed 
by a single flea, I was conducted into a large airy hall* 
£bre, after a very comfortable dinner, the smaller fry of 
monks assembled to hear the illustrious stranger hold forth 
in turn to the four wiee fathers who spoke unknoum 
tongues. The simple, kind hearted brethren looked with 
awe and wonder on the quadruple powers of those lips 
that uttered audi strange sounds : just as the Peruvians 
made their reverence to the Spanish horses, whose speech 
tfiey understood not, and whose manners were beyond 
their oomprdiension. It was fortunate for my reputation 
that the reverend German scholar was of a close and 
taciturn dispoation, since my knowledge of his scraughing 
laagufige did not ej^end very fiur, and when we got tO; 
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foientifio dkoussion I was very nearly at a ataod 9tiU ; 
kit I am iodined to think that be upheld my dignity to 
save kia own; and as my servant, who never minoed 
natters, liad doubtless told them that I oould qpeak ninety 
other languages, and was besides nephew to most of the 
eiowaed heads of Europe, if a phonix had oome in he 
%ould have had a lower place assigned him. I found also 
^hat in this — as indeed in all the other monasteries— one 
who had performed the pilgrimage to the Holy Land was 
looked upon with a certain degree of respect In 
abort* I Ibund that at last I was amongst a set of people 
who had the sense to appreciate my merits ; so I hM up 
my head, and assumed all the dignified humility of vaal 
greatness. 

This monastery was founded hr Bulgarian aad Servian 
monks by CSonrtantine Bianoobano, Hospodar of Wallat^ta. 
There was little that was interestlag m it, either in arohi^ 
tecture or any other walk of art ; the liWary was oon< 
tained in a oonall light doaet^ tka books were dean, and 
xmnged in c»rder on the new deal shelvea. There va» 
only one Greek man^iser^ a duodedmo copy of tb» 
Qospds of the twelfth or ^lirteaEith centiiury . The Servian 
and Bulgariaa manuscripts amounted lo about two> 
hundred and fifty : (^ these three were reoiarkable ; th» 
first was a manuacaript of the hnt Giospda, a thiek quaxto^ 
and the unoial letters in which it was written were three^ 
fburthft of an inoh in height ; it was imparled «t the end« 
The second was also a copy of the Gospels, a folio, in 
vmoial letters, with fine fllununations aft the beg^naing of 
mclk Gospel, aiMl a kxgtt and citriotts pcartraii of a f«^ 
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lyrob at th^ eid ; «U the stops m this Tohmie were dots sf 
g9U ) aeyeval weeds else were written ift goLl k was a 
mUs^ BiaitiiseripC The tkird was Ukewias a f<^ of the 
Gospeh lA the aacieo^ Bulgeriaii laaguegOy mdf like the 
4Nlier twc^ ia umM lettem. This wnwamcrafi was ^uite 
Ml of ilhimioatieoa fram bei^nnng to eadL I had seea 
Q» hook like it say whefe m the Levant I almost tumbled 
^ the at0pik en which I was peached on Ae discovery of 
ie cotraoidi&ary a volunie. I saw that these books were 
takea^saie o^ so I did sot auick like to ask whether they 
vrauM pait with thsm ; nose especially as ths eommunity 
was evideBtly a prospsreus one, and had ao need to sell 
any of their goods. 

After walking about Ae monastery widi the nxjoks, as 
i waa going away die agounsoiios said he wished he had 
anything which he could present to me m a memorial (^ 
my visit to the convent of St. Paul. On this a brisk fire 
of reciprocal compliments ensued, and I observed that I 
shoold 1^ Id take a book. ""Oh! by all meaner he 
eaid ; ^ we make no use of the old bec4cs, and should be 
l^faid if yoa woohi aceept ome" We returned to the 
library ; and tiw agonmenos took out one at a haxard, as 
jna mighi take a brick ov a staae out of a pile, and pre. 
eonted it to ma. Quoth I, '<If yoa donH oare what book 
h in that yoist aie ao good as to give me, let me take one 
whieb plsaesa ma ;^ and, so sa3ring» I Uxk down the 
iUymtnatad felio of the Bulgarian Gospels^ and I eonld 
baldly helieve I waa awake when the agoumenes gave it 
Into my haads.^ Peihaps the grealest piece of i m pe f ti. 
asMft ef wkich I Ma avav faU^r, waa when I aalsni t^ 
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buy another ; but that they insisted upon giving me also ; 
■o I took the otiier two copies cf the Gospels mentioned 
above, all three as free-will gifts. I fdt almost ashamed 
at accepting these two last books ; but who could resi9t it, 
knowing that they were utterly valueless to the monks, 
and were not saleable in the bazaar at Gonstantinoj^e, 
Smyrna, Salonica, or any neighbou> ing city ? However, 
before I went away, as a salvo to ny conscience I gave 
some money to the church. The authorities accompanied 
me be3rond the outer gate, and by the kindness of the 
agoumenos mules were provided to take us down to the 
sea-shore, where we found our clerical mariners ready finr 
tis^ One of the monks, who wished for a pasrage to 
Xeropotamo, accompanied us; and, turning our boat's 
head again to the north-west, we arrived before long a 
second time below the lofty rook of 

SIMOPETRA. 

This monastery was founded by St. Simon the Ancho- 
rite, of whose history I was unable to learn anything. 
The buildings are connected with the side of the mountain 
by a fine aqueduct, which has a grand efl^t, perohed as 
it is at so great a height above the sea, and consisting of 
two rows of eleven arohes, one above the other, with one 
k>fty arch across a chasm immediately under the walls of 
tibe mcmastery, which, as seen from this side, resembles an 
immense square tower, with several rows of wooden 
balconies or galleries projecting from the walls at a pro- 
digious height from the ground. It was no slight efibrt of 
gymnastics to get up to the door, where I was reo^wsd 
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with many grotesque bows by an ancient porter. I was 
Qflhered into the presence of the agoumenos, who sat in a 
hall, surrounded by a reverend ooDolave of his bearded 
and Icmg-haired monks; and after partaking of sweet- 
meats and water, and a cup of ooffee, according to custom, 
but no pipes — for the divines of Mount Athos do not 
indulge in smoking— they took me to the church and to the 
library. 

In the latter I found a hundred and fifty manuscripts, of 
which fifty were on vellum, all works of divinity, and not 
above ten or twelve of them fine books. I asked permis- 
sicm to purchase three, to which they acceded. These 
were the ' Life and Works of St. John Climax, Agoume*- 
nos of Mount Sinai,' a quarto of the eleventh century ; die 
'Acts and Epistles,' a noble fdio written in large letters, in 
double columns : a very fine manuscript, the letters up- 
right and not much joined together : at the end is an 
inscription in red letters, which may contain the date, but 
it is 80 faint that I could not make it out. The third was a 
quarto of the four Go^ls, with a picture of an evangelist 
at the beginning of each Gospel. Whilst I was arranging 
the payment for these manuscripts, a monk, opening the co- 
py of the Gospels, found at the end a horrible anathema and 
malediction written by the donor, a prince or king, he said, 
against any one who should sell or part with this book. 
This was very unlucky, and produced a great effect upon 
the monks ; but as no anathema was found in either of the 
two other volumes, I was allowed to take them, and 
so went on my way rejoicing. They rang the bells at my 
departure, and I heard them at intervab jingling in the air 
16* 
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abo¥« mft u I aerunbled down the rooky notmiMsii 
Ezeept Dioniaioii^ tfaia waa the only monaalery vbeie tJm 
agounenoft kissed the letter of the patnaieh awl IM 
k open his farelwad ; the sign of feverenoa and obe^enaa 
wUdi is, or evght to bey cAaemed with the fiarmaoaof the 
Sultan and other oriental potentales. 

The same eveiMBg I got bade to my eomitnrtabkt voon at 
Xeropotamo, and did ample justice to a good meagre din- 
ner after the heat and fatigaea of the day. A wnotok had 
arriTed from one of the outlying fimns who could speak m 
little Italian ; he was deputed to do tiM honours oi tha 
house, and aecordingly dined with roe. He was a m&g^ 
ficent4oeking man of thirty or thirty-fire years of age, 
with lai^ eyes and long black hair and bear«L As w« 
sat together m the evemng in die ancient rooj% by the 
l%ht of oae dim brazen himpy with deep shades thrown 
aerosB his face and figure, I thought he would have made 
an admirable study ibr Titian or Sebastian del Piombo. La 
the course c^ conversatioa I &und that he had learned 
Italian from another monk, having never been out of the 
peninsula of Mouat Athos. His parents and most of the 
other inhabitants oi the village where he was bonv some* 
where in Roomelia — ^but its name or eiutct portion he did 
not know— had be«i massaered during^ some revolt or dis- 
turbance. So he had been told, but be remembered n^ 
thing about £t ; he had been educated in a school in thie or 
one of the other monasteries, and his whole Mfe had been 
passed upon the Holy Mountain ; and this, he said, was the 
case with very many other mooksw He did not remember 
faia motiwr,, and did not seem fuite sore that ha ever hail 
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ene ; fae had never seen a women, nor kad he ei^ idee 
what sort of thkiga womeQ were, or what they looked like. 
He ariced v» whedier they reeembled the piotiiree of the 
Panagts, tbe Holy Viigi% which hang in every ohufoh. 
Kow, tfaflse wh0 ase oottveieaot with tbe peculiar cooten* 
tional repteeentetioDs of the Keeeed Vii|;iii in the pictnjree 
of the Greek chuioby whioh are all exactly alike, atii^ 
hardy and dry, without any appearance of life or motion^ 
will agree with ne Uiat they do net nfford a very favoonu 
bie idea of the grace or beauty of the fair eex ; and that 
there was a difference of appearance between black 
Women, Ciroassiane, and ^oee of other nations, which was, 
however, dlfteult to describe to one who had never seen a 
lady of any race. He listened with great interest while I 
UM him that all women were not exaeCfy tike the pictures 
he had se^a, but I did not think it charitable to carry on 
the conversation farther, akhough the poor monk seemed 
lo have a strong molination to know more of that interest- 
ing race of beings from whose society he had been wo 
entirely debarred. I often ^lought afterwards of the singu- 
tar lot of this manly anA noMe-looking monk : whether he 
is stiU a rec^nse^ either in the monastery or in his moun- 
ts ftmsi, with its lit^ moss-gfowm ohepel as ancient as 
1^ days of Constantine ; or wiiethet he has gone oul 
into the world and mingled with its pleasures and its 
cares. 

I arranged with ^ captain cf a small vessel which was 
lying off Xefopotano taking in a cargo of wood, that he 
i^ould givo me a passage in two or three days^ when he 
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furposed to explore the metropolis of Mount Athos, the 
town of Cariez ; and then to go to Caraoalla, and reniaia 
Aere till the vessel was ready. Accordingly, the next 
morning I set out, the Agoumenos supplying me widi 
mules. The guide did not know how fiur it was to Cariez, 
which is situated almost in the centre of the Poiiiraula. I 
fimnd it was only distant one hour and a half; but as I had 
not made arrangements to go on, I was obliged to remain 
there all day. Close to the town is the great monastery oi 

COUTLOUMOUSSI, 

the most regular building on Mount Athos. It contains a 
large square court with a cbister of stone arches all round 
it, out of which the celb and chambers open, as they do 
in a Roman Catholic convent. The church stands in the^ 
centre of this quadrangle, and glories in a famous picture 
of the Last Judgment on the wall of the narthex or poroh, 
before the door of entrance. The monastery was at thici 
time nearly uninhabited ; but, after some trouble, I found 
one monk, who made great di0Sculties as to showing me 
the library, for he said a Russian had been there some 
ime ago, and had borrowed a book which he never 
returned. However, at last I gained admissicm by 
means of that ingenious silver key which opens so 
many locks. 

In a good-sized squaro room, filled with shelves all 
round, I found a fine, although neglected, odlection of 
books ; a great many of them thrown on the floor in heaps, 
and covered all over with dust, which the Russian did not 
aj^ear to have much disturbed when he borrowed the book 
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whioli had oooasioiied me so much trouble. There wen 
about six or seyen hundred Tolumes of printed books, two 
hundred MSS. on paper^ and a hundred and fifty on vel- 
lum. I was not permitted to examine this library at all to 
my satisfaction. The solitary monk thought I was a Rus- 
eian, and would not let me alone, or gire me the time I 
wanted finr my reseai^es. I found a multitude of fi}lios 
and quartos of the works of St. Chrjrsostom, who seems to 
have been the principal instructor of the monks of Mount 
Athos, that is, in the days when they were in the habit of 
reading — a tedious custom, which they have long since 
given up by general consent. I met also with an Evange* 
Hstarhim, a quarto in uncial letters, but not in very fine 
condition. Two or three other <^d monks had by this 
time crept out of their holes, but they would not part with 
any of their books : that unhappy Russian had filled the 
minds of the whole brotherhood with suspicion. So we 
went to the church, which was curious and quaint, as they 
all are ; and as we went through all the requisite formali- 
ties before various grim pictures, and showed due respect 
for the sacred character oi a Christian church, they began 
at last to believe that I was not a Russian ; but if they had 
seen the contents of the saddle-bags which were sticking 
out bravely on each side of the patient mule at the gate, 
they would perhaps have conodered me as something far 
worse. 

Coutkmmoussi was Ibunded by the Emperor Alexius 
Gomnenus, and, havii^ been destrojred by " <fte Pope of 
Rome" was restored by the piety of various hospodars and 
waywodes of Bessarabia. It is difficult to understand 
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^i^at dMW w(»iqr monks oon matn wlw» H^y affin* tlM 
atvesttl of their inona«terie« have be«i burned and pli^ 
dued by Ibe Pope. Ferbapi in Ibe day« of die Onfftdoi 
■eoM of tbe rapMloua and luuliseiiplii^ 
panied the anniee of tkm Cre aa n ^ lo rea^ue the holj 
aepulolure f>oea ^m power of tha Baraceaey but fi>r tbe sake 
ef plunder and robbery-Htnay bava bees attraeled by the 
Usm of th0 ricbea of these peaeod&il ooMrenta, said have 
made the difiateDees in their r^igioft a pretext lor saevi^ 
l^e and rapacity. Tbns bands of pirates and bdgajids ia 
the middle agea nmy hare cloaked their aets 9i videaoe 
uadsat the spectocn excuse of devotioa to ^ Church of 
Rome ^ and so the Pope has acquired a bad name^ and ii 
ledced upon wilk terror and animosity by the inhabitants 
of ^e monasteries of Akunt Athoa. 

HsLrmg aeea wlnt I could, I weat on to the towu c^ 
Gariea, if it can properly be called such ; for it is difBotdt 
to explain ii^at it is. One may perhaps say &at what 
WashingtoD is to the United States, Cariez is ta Mount 
Atkoa. A few artificers da Htc there who carve etosscis 
and omameats in oypreas^wood. The prindpai leatm^i 
of the place is the great diorch of Protaton, which ia suj^ 
aoiinded by smaller bmltfiiigs and chapels. These I saw 
at a distance,, but did not viait, because I could get no 
males,, and it was too hot fe walk so far. A Toridsh ag^a 
lives here : he is sent by the Porte to collect the revenue 
firdm the mon^ and also to ptsoteel them fmm elker Turk- 
irii visftora. He is paid uid provided with food by a kiod 
of rate which is levied on the twenty-one monasteries of 
aynvepo^y and i» in fact a sovt of i^eep^-dog ta tha Hoak ci 
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■ks wbo pMture mMOfOOg the teem and Kclttflf 
liM peninauhu On oerfeain days ^ Agoninuiot of tba 
iBoaastenaa and the hi|^ offiona ef theii eomnaiMritiffi 
Hwet at the ohusch ef Pieti^oo fm tha tmaaaetiop ot bwm 
neea aad the disconioo of affiisi. I an oorry I did nol 
see thie aaeient houae of pavliaaMOt^ The raema is whiafa 
these synods or coBvocatiooa are hehl a^^sia the ohur^ 
Ktoated at short distancea aromd tbeae pnunpal < 
mm nuosereve soaall eocleeiastioal viUa% aHdt as 
called cells in England befi)i» the Refinmation: Iheae mm 
^ hahitatknia of the yeoetable senators when they coMe 
up to parHanaent. Some of theaa are beautifiiUy atoiaied | 
fijr Cariez stands in a fair, open vale, half-way ap the sUe 
of the naoonlaiii, and comaiands a beautiful view to the 
north of the aea, witii the BM^mficent island oi SaaDetfaU 
loonuBg superbly in the distance. All around are large 
orehards and plantations of peach-trees and of variotts otiier 
sorts of fvuit-bewriog trees m great abundaoce, and the 
round hills are clothed with greensward. It is a happy, 
peaceful-looking |4ace, and in ks trm and sunny aibouni 
roaRinds one of Vhrgil and Theocrtttw. 

I went to the boose of the aga to seek fer a habttatioiij 
but the aga waa adeep ; and wh& was there so hM ae to 
W9k» a deeping f^a? jLii^ily he awdce of lue ow« 
accord ; and he was soen mformed by my interpieter that 
an iHustrious personage awaited his leisure. He did not 
caf« for a moi^y and not much feat an ageunenos ; but ba 
felt small in ^be presence of a mighty Turkish aga^ 
MererthelesS) he ventured a few hints as raual about the 
kings asid ^eans n^ were my &taL eoiBiaa, but la a 
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muoh more subdued tooe than usual ; and I was receiyed 
with that courteous civility and good breeding which is so 
frsqueiitiy met with among Turks of every degree. The 
aga apologised for having no good room to offer me ; but 
he sent out his men to look for a lodging ; and in the mean 
time we went to a kiosk, that is, a place like a large bird- 
cage, with enough roof to make a shade, and no walls to 
impede the free passage of the air. It was built of wood, 
upon a scaffold eight or ten feet from the ground, in the 
comer <^ a garden, and commanded a fine view of the 
■ea. In one comer of this cage I sat all day long, for 
there was nowhere else to go to ; and the aga sat opposite to 
me in another comer, smoking his pipe, in which solacing 
occupation to his great surprise I did not partake. We 
had cups of coffee and sherbet every now and then, and 
about every half-hour the aga uttered a few words of com- 
pliment or welcome, informing me occasioDLally that there 
were many dervishes in the place, " very many dervishes,'' 
for so he denominated the monks. Dinner came towards 
evening. There was meat, dolmas, demir tatlessi, olives, 
salad, roast meat, and pilau, that filled up some time ; and 
shortly afterwards I retired to the house of the monastery 
of Russico, a little distance from my kiodc ; and there I 
slept aa a carpet on the boards ; and at sunrise was ready 
to continue my journey, as were also the mules. The 
aga gave me some breakfast, at which repast a cat made 
its appearance, with whom the day before I had made 
acquaintance ; but now it came, not alone, but accompa* 
nied by two kittens. " Ah !" said I to the aga, <' how is 
diis? Why, as I live, this is a «Ae cat ! a cat feminine ! 
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What business has it oa Mount Athos ? and with kittens 
too! a wicked cat!" 

** Hush !" said the Aga with a solemn grin ; ^ do not 
say an3rthing about it. Ye% it must be a she-cat : I allow, 
certainly, that it must be a she-cat I brought it with me 
from Stamboul. But do not speak of it, or they will take 
it away ; and it reminds me of my home, where my wife 
and children are living far away from me.'' 

I promised to make no scandal about the cat, and took 
my leave ; and as I rode off I saw him loddng at me out 
of his cage with the cat sitting by his side. I was sorry 
I could not take aga and oat and all with me to Stamboul, 
the poor gentleman looked so solitary and melanobolv. 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 

CancaUft— Th« Agovintno^— Curioos Cr(M»^The NvUi of Cars* 
calla-^Singular Mode of preparing a Dinner Table — Departure 
from Mount Athos— Packing of the MSS.— Difficulties of the 
Way— Voyage to the DardaiMUe»*-AfpreheQded Attack f)c«a 
Pirates^-Retura to Constantinople. 

It took me tluree hours to reach Caracalla, where Ae 
agoumesos and Father Joasaph received me with all the 
hosphaUe kmdftew of old fi-ioids, and at once installed 
me in my old room, which looked into the caart» and wae 
very cool and quiet. Here I reposed in peace during the 
hotter hours of the day ; and here I received the news 
that the captain of the vessel which I had hired had left 
me in the lurch and gone out to sea, having, I suppose, 
made some better bargain. This caused me some tribula- 
tion ; but there was nothing to be done but to get another 
vessel ; so I sent back to Xeropotamo, which appeared to 
be the most frequented part of the coast, to see whether 
there was any craft there which could be hired. 

I employed the next day in wandering about with the 
agoumenos and Father Joasaph in all the holes and 
comers of the monastery ; the agoumenos telling me in- 
terminable legends of the saints, and asking Father Joasaph 
if they were not true. I looked over the library, where 
I found an uncial Evangelistarian manuscript of Demos- 
thenes on paper, but of some antiquity ; a manuscript 
of Justin (loutfrivou) in Greek ; and several other manu- 
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Kur^t8^^-*-aU of wiuoh the agoumenoa agreed lo lei ma 
have* 

One q£ tlw monks had a ouriondy oarred oroas aal in 
silver, which he wished to sell ; hot I told the agoumenos 
that k was not suffieiMOly ancient : I added, hewefer, tiu^ 
if I conld meet with any ancient cross or shrine or reH- 
quary, I should he delighted to purehase such a thii^, and 
that I would give a good price ihr it. In the afternoon 
it struck him suddenly that as he did not care lor antiqui- 
ties, perhaps we might come to an arrangement ; and the 
end of the affair was that he gave me one of the ancient 
crosses which I had seen when I was ^ere helbre, and 
put the one the monk had to sell In ita pHtoe ; certain 
pieces of gold which I produced rendering this transaction 
satislhctory'fo al) parties. This most curious and heauti- 
ful piece of jeweHery has heen since engrared, and ftarms 
the subject of the third plate in Shaw's < Dresses and I>e^ 
oorations of the Middle Ages,^ London, 1943. It had 
heen presented to the monastery by the Emperor John, 
whom, ftom what I was told by the i^uroenos, I take to 
haye been John !^misees. It is one of the most ancient 
as well as one of die finest relies of its kind now exisCing 
kk England. 

On the evenii^ of the second day mj man relumed 
llrom Xeropotamo with the in^maCion that he had ibund 
a small Greek brig, and had engaged to gi^e the patron or 
captain eleven hundred jinastres for our passage tiience to 
^e Dardan^tes the next day, if I oouM mam^ to be 
ready in so short a time. As fiNrtunately I had purehased 
tS ihid manusef^»t9 whieii I wished to poesesa^ there wwi 
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aoChing to detain rae on Mount Athos: fer I had now 
▼kited every monastery excepting that of St. Anne, whicli 
indeed ia not a nxwastery like the rest, hut a mere ooUec- 
lion of bermitagea or cells at the extreme point of the 
peninsula, immediately under the great peak of the moun- 
tain. I was told that there was nothing there worth see- 
ing ; but still I am sorry that I did not make a pilgrimage 
to so original a community, who it appears live on roots 
and herbs, and are the most strict of all the ascetics in 
this strange monastic region. 

All of a sudden, as we were walking quktly togetiier^ 
the agoumenos asked me if I knew what was the price of 
nuts at Constantinople* 

" Nuts r said I. 

" Yes, nuts," said he ; " hazel-nuts : nuts are excellent 
things. Have they a good supply of nuts at Constanti-^ 
nople?** 

« Well," said I, « I don't know ; but I dare say they 
have. But why, my Lord, do you ask ? Why do you 
wish to know the price of hazel-nuts at Constantinople ?" 

** Oh !" said the agoumenos, '' they do not eat half nuts 
Enough at Stamboul. Nuts are excell«at things. They 
should be eaten more than they are. People say that nuts 
are unwholesome ; but it is a great mistake." And so 
saying, he introduced me into a set of upper rooms that I 
had not previously entered, the entire floors of which were 
covered two feet deep with nuts. I never saw one-hun- 
dredth part so many before. The good agoumenos, it 
seems, had been speculating in hazel-nuts; and a vessel, 
wastooome to the little tpwer of the scaricatt^ dpwiv 
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below to be freighted with them : they were to prodace • 
pvodigioiui |»ofit, and defray the expense of finiehing the 
new buildings of Caraoalla. 

«< Take some,'' said he ; << don't be afraid ; there ar« 
tdenty. Take some, and taste them, and then you oan tdT 
yourfrknds at Constantinople what a peculiar flavour you 
found in the fanxms nuts oi Athos ; and in all Athos 
every one knows that there are no nuts like those of Cara- 
oalla F' 

They were capital nuts ; but as it was before dinner, 
and I was ravenously hungry, and my lord the agoumenos 
had not brought a bottle of ^erry in his podcet, I did not 
particularly relish them. But there had been great talk- 
ing during the morning between th& agoumenos and Pater 
Joasaph about a famous large fi^ .which was to be cooked 
Ssr dinner ; and, as the important hour was approaching, 
we adjourned to my sitting-room. Father Joasaph Was 
already there, having washed his hands and seated him- 
self on the divan, in order to regulate the proceedings of 
the lay brother who acted as butler. The preparations 
for the banquet were made. The lay brother first brought 
in the table-cloth, which he spread upon the ground in one 
comer of the room ; then he turned the table upside down 
upon the taUe-cloth, with its legs in the air ; next he 
brought, two immense flagons, one of wine, and the other 
of water ; these were made of copper tinned, and were 
eadi a foot and a half high ; he set them down on the 
carpet a little way from the table-cloth ; and round the 
table he placed three cushions for the agoumenos, Pater 
Joasaph, and me ; and then he went away to bring the 
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Kilmer. He Mxm reappeared, bringing in» with the adrfsfe^ 
anoe of another stout catechumen, the whole of the dinner 
on a large circular tray of well-polished brass called a 
sinni. This was so formed as to fix on Itie sticking-up 
legs of the subverted teble, and, wiUi the tdd of Pater 
Joasaph, it was soon all tight and straight, in a great 
centre-dish there appeared the l^ fish M a sea of sauce 
surrounded by a mountainous shore of ice. Hound this 
luxurious centre stood a circle of smaller dishes, olives, 
<mviare,Bal»l (no eggs, betmuse there were no hens), papas 
yaimesi, and several sweet thin/^^ Two oats l<^k)Wed the 
i^naer mto die room, and sat down demurely side by ^e« 
The fish located exoellent, and haid a most savoury smelk 
I had washed my hands, and was preparing to mt down^ 
wben the Fatiier Abbot, who was not thinkkigof the ^^Un- 
ner, took this inopponone moiMent «d begin one of his itt^ 
terminable stories. 

*' We hi^e before spoken,'' he said, *« of the many kings, 
prinoe% and patriart^ who have given up the worM and 
ended their days here ki peace. One of the most im>. 
portant epochs in the history of Mount Athos occurred 
about the year 1389, when a Oaiabrian monk, a man of 
great learning though of mean appearance, whose name 
was Barlaam, arrived on a pilgrimage to venerate ^ 
sacred relics of our famous sanctuaries. He fbtmd here 
many hdy men, who, having retired entirely from the 
world, by communing with diemselves in the privacy of 
their own cells, had arrived at that i^ate of calm beatitude 
and heavenly contemplation, that the eternal light t)f 
Mount Tabor was revealed to tJiem.^ 
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"Mount Tabor?" said 1. 

"** Tes,'^ said the agoamenoe, " the light which iiad beea 
seen during the time of the Transfiguration by t^ 
apostles, and which had always existed there, was seen 
by those who, mfter years of solitude and penance and 
maeeiration of the flesh, had arrived et that state of 
i^raction horn all earthly things that in tfanr bodies they 
saw the dit ine light. They m those good tbnes would ah 
alcme in Uieir chaidbers with their eyes cast down upon 
the region of their navel ; this was painful at first, faodi 
fhmi the fixedness of the attitude re^ired^ with the head 
bent down upon the breast, and ftom the Workings of the 
mind, which seemed to wander in the regions of darkneea 
and space. At last, when they had persevered in fhstifig 
day and night with no change of thought or iittitude hr 
matiy hours, they began to feel a wonderfbl satisfiMitton ; 
ft ray of joy ineffable would seem to illuminate the brain ; 
and fno sooner had the soul dissevered the place of tha 
heart than it was invc^ved in a mystic and etheml 
Kght."» 

«Ah,"saidI, •*i«allyr 

"Now this Barlaam being a oamal and worldl)^ 
minded man, took upon hims^f to doubt the effioaoy of 
liAa bodily and mentid disoipUuiej it is eaid that he even 
ventured to ridicule the venerable falliers who ga^ thenw 
selves up so i^tirely to the C(»)lM»platioa of the light of 
Mount Tabor. Not only did he question the merits of 
these ascetic acts, but, being learned m books, and beii^ 

• MoAdm'f <Se<dMiaftieid Hiftory;' QibbsB. 
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endowed with great powers of eloquence and persuasion, 
he infused doubts into the minds of others of the monks 
and anchorites of Mount Athos. Arguments were used 
on both sides ; conversations arose upon these subjects ; 
ai^^uments grew into disputations, conversations into con- 
troversies, till at last, from the most peaceful and regular 
of communities, the peninsula of the holy mountain be* 
came from one end to. the other a theatre of discord, doubt^ 
and difference; the flames of contention were lit up; 
every thing was unsettled ; men knew not what to think ; 
till at last, with general consent, the unhappy intruder 
was dismissed from all the monasteries ; and, flying from 
the storm of angry words which he had raised on all sides 
around him, he departed from Mount Athos and retired to 
the city of Constantinople. There his specious manners, 
his knowledge of the language of the Latins, and the 
dissensions he had created in the church, brought him into 
notice at court; and now not only were the monks of 
Mount Athos and Olympus divided against each other, but 
the city was split into parties of theological disputants ; 
clamour and acrimony raged on every side. The emperor 
Andronicus, willing to remove the cause of so much con- 
tention, and being at the same time surrounded with diffi- 
culties on all sides (for the unbelieving Turks, commanded 
by the fierce Orchan, had with their unnumbered tribes 
overrun Bithynia and many of the provinces of the Chris- 
tian emperor), he graciously condescended to give his im- 
perial mandate that the monk Barlaam should [here the 
two cats became vociferous in their impatience for the 
fish] be sent on an embassy to the Pope of Rome ; he was 
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empowered to enter into negotiations for the settlem^it of 
all religious difierences between the Eastern and Western 
churches, on condition that the Latin princes should 
assist the emperor to drive the Turks back into the confines 
of Asia. The Emperor Andronicus died from a fever 
brought on by excitement in defending the cause of the 
ascetic quietists before a council in his palace. John 
Paleolqgus was set aside; and John Cantacuzene, in a 
desperate endeavour to please all parties, gave his 
daughter Theodora to Orchan the emperor of the Osman- 
lis ; and at his coronation the purple buskin of his right 
leg was fastened on by the Greeks, and that of his left leg 
by the Latins. Notwithstanding these concessions, the 
embassy of Barlaam, the most important with which any 
diplomatic agent was ever trusted, failed altogether from 
the troubles of the times. The Emperor John Cantacuzenci 
who celebrated his own acts in an edict beginning with 
the words ' by my sublime and almost incredible virtue,' 
gave up the reins of power, and taking the name of 
Josaph, became a monk of one of the monasteries of the 
holy mountain, which was then known by the name of th« 
monastery of Mangane, while the monk Barlaam was 
created Bishop of Grerace, in Italy." 

By the time the good abbot had come to the conclusion 
of his history, the fish was cold and the dinner spoilt ; but 
I thought his account of the extraordinary notions which 
the monks of those dark ages had formed of the duties of 
Oiristianity so curious, that it almost compensated for the 
calamity of losing the only good dinner which I had i 
en Mount Athos. 

17 
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What a (Hfibrence it wotdd hate made in the ai^iltft ^ 
fimtype if 1}ie Embassy of Barlaam had miceeeded I Tte 
TuiicB would not have been now in possession of CoftslAt^ 
nople ; and many points of difference hating beeii m«ft^ 
ally conceded by the two great divisions df the ch^rdh, 
perhaps the Reformation nerer would have ts9cen jplaoe. 
Ittie narration of these events was the mo**e itttei'esdng lb 
me, as I had it from the lips of ti moi^ w!io ^ aH intents 
and puqMses was living in the darlmesS ^ temotfe «nt!^ 
quity . His ample robes, his long beard, and the By^sanCitt^ 
architecture of the ancient room in which we sat, impressed 
liis Words upon my remembrance ) and as I loolced upMi 
the eager countenance of the abbot, whose thoughts stiR 
Welre fixed upon the world from which he had iretired, 
while he discoursed of the troubles and discords which had 
invaded the peaceful glades and qtnet solitudes of the hotf 
mountain, I felt that there was no plabe left on this side of 
the grave where the wicked cease from troubling or where 
Ae weary are at rest. No plaoes, liowever, that I have 
seen equal die beauty of the scenery and the calm retire 
look of the small fatm houses, If they may so be called, 
which 1 met with in my rides on ^he declivities of Mounft 
Athos. These buildings tote usually ^ttiated on the ftfdte 
of bins opening on the land which die monastic labourers 
cultivate ; they consist of a small square toweir, usually 
appended to w^ich are one or two little stone cottage^ and 
an ancient chapel, from which the tinkling of ihe bar 
which calls the monks to prayer may be heard many 
ttcttes n cfeiy edioing softly Uirou^ the l&y^ glad^ ^t^ 
primeval forest. The ground is covered Di Mtie fkMli 
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Vitli ftoemgott and ^^wok&n ; waterialls are net widi i* 
tk» h««d of half the valleys, poujiag their uhnlmig 
waters over marble rocks. If the great mouolaiii itself 
which towers up so grandly above the enchaDtk^ seeoeiy 
below, had been carved into the Ibrvn of a statue of Alexan*. 
4er the Great, according to the project of Lysippiiisi thoiigb 
a wonderful efiS>rt of Imman iaboiir, it could bavdly baiw 
added to the beauty of the aoene, which is eo much 
increased by the appearance of Ae »o n aa to riei> wboaet 
lofty towers and rounded domes appear almost Ulio the 
palaces we road of in a fairy tale^ 

The nej^t morning, at an early hour, mulea were wait* 
ing in the court to carry me across the hille to Ae harbowT 
below the monastery of Xeropotamo, where the Qreek brig 
was lying which was to convey me and my treasures from 
' these peaceful shores. Emptying out my girdle, I cideii- 
lated how much, or rather how little money would suffie^ 
to pay the expenses of my voyage to the Asiatic castle of 
the Dardanelles, feeling assured that from thence I could 
get credit for a passage in the magnificent steamer Tks 
Siamboult which ran between Smyrna and Constantinople. 
With the reservation of this sum, I gave the agoumenos all 
my remaining gold, and in return he provided nie wi^ an 
old wooden chest, in which I stowed away several goodl^f 
folios; for the saddle-bags, although distended to their 
utmost limits, did not suffice to carry all the great maiui^ 
spripts and ponderous volumes that were now added to n:^ 
store^ Turning out the com from tiie noaebags of the 
mules, I put one or two smaller bookis in eaoh ; and, af^r 
aU»^ extra nmle w«a9en^ &r to convay thia iHirpIupi tonm 
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over the rough and craggy ridge which we were to pass in 
our journey to the other sea. Although the stories of the 
agoumenos were too windy and too long, I was sorry 
to part from him, and I took an affectionate leave also 
of Pater Joasaph and the two cats. Unfortunately, in the 
hurry of departure, I left on the divan the MS. of Justin, 
which I had been trying to decipher, and foigot it when I 
came away. It was a small thick octavo, on charta bom- 
bycina, and was probably kicked into the nearest comei 
as soon as I evacuated the monastery. 

Our ride was a very rough one. We had first to ascend 
the hill, in some places through deep ravines, and in others 
through most glorious forests of gigantic trees, mostly 
planes, with a thick underwood of those aromatic flowering 
evergreens which so beautifully clothe the hills of Greece 
and this part of Turkey. When we had crossed the upper 
ridge of rock, leaving the peak of Athos towering to the 
sky on our left, we had to descend the dry bed of a torrent 
80 full of great stones and fallen rocks, that it appeared 
impossible for anything but a goat to travel on such a road. 
I got off my mule, and began jumping from one rock 
to another on the edge of the precipice ; but the sun was 
80 powerful that in a short time I was completely exhaust- 
ed ; and on looking at the mules I saw that one after 
another they jumped down so unerringly over chasms and 
broken rocks, alighting so precisely in the exact place 
where there was standing-room for their feet, that, after a 
little consideration, I remounted my mule; and keeping 
my seat, without holding the bridle, we hopped and skip- 
ped from rock to rock down this extraordinary tracks unci] 
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in due time we arriyecl safely at the sea shore, oloae lo tha 
moQth of the little river of Xeropotamo. My manuscripts 
and myself were soon embarked, and with a fayouring 
breeze we stood out into the Gulf of Monte Santo, and had 
leisure to survey the scenery of this superb peninsula as 
we glided round the lofty marble rocks and noble forests 
which formed the back-ground to the strange and pic- 
turesque Byzantine monasteries with every one of which 
we had become acquainted. 

Being a little nervous on account of the pirates, of whom 
I had heard many stories during my sojourn on Mount 
Athos, I questioned the master of the vessel on the subject. 
" Oh," said he, " the sea is now very quiet ; there have 
been no pirates about the coast for the last fortnight.'' 
This assurance hardly satisfied me. How terrible it 
would be to see these precious volumes thrown into the 
sea, like my unhappy precursor's MS. of Homer ! It was 
frightful to think of ! We were three days at sea, there 
being at this fine season very little wind. Once we thought 
we were chased by a wicked-looking cutter with a large 
white mainsail, which kept to windward of us ; but in the 
end, after some hours of deadly tribulation, during which I 
hid the manuscripts as well as I could under all kinds of 
rubbish in the hold, we descried the stars and stripes of 
America upon her ensign ; so then I pulled all the old 
books out again. This cutter was, I suppose, a tender to 
some American man-of-war. On the evening of the third 
day we found ourselves safe under the guns of Roumeli 
Calessi, the European castle of the Dardanelles; and, 
aft^r a good deal of tedious tacking, we get across to the 
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Aflhlio Mide a CooanCaleMi,. wlMTt I U«idod wiAbaUvi^r 
tiiwuwii Beftre loQg» tb» Smyn^ ateamer , Th^ ^m 
Imiif hvm in sightt ancl I took my paaeage in bet ta 
Cowhmtinople* 
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